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1. Christ-centered Messages and Bible Studies 

1.1.     Where Adam failed, Christ Jesus prevailed 

Genesis 3:1-24 

“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which 

the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed 

said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the woman 

said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 

but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has 

said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” Then 

the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows 

that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the 

tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 

desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave 

to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them 

were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed 

fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. And they heard 

the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

LORD God among the trees of the garden. Then the LORD God called 

to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” So he said, “I heard Your 

voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid 

myself.” And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 

eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not 

eat?” Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, 

she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” And the LORD God said to the 

woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 

deceived me, and I ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent: 

“Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And 

more than every beast of the field; On your belly, you shall go, And 

you shall eat dust All the days of your life. And I will put enmity 
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Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” To the 

woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your 

conception; In pain, you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be 

for your husband, And he shall rule over you.” Then to Adam He said, 

“Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten 

from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of 

it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the 

days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, 

And you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you 

shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were 

taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” And Adam 

called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 

Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and 

clothed them. Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become 

like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his 

hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 

therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the 

ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He 

placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming 

sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.”  

(Genesis 42-1:3   .)VJKN  

Introduction 

We see in the first two chapters of Genesis that God made the world 

in six days and that He made mankind in his own image. God 

pronounced that everything that He made was very good (Genesis 

1:25). God made them male and female and put them in the garden 

of Eden. Then we see that God gave Adam and Eve the permission to 

eat of all the trees in the garden, except the tree in the middle of the 

garden, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God proceeded 

and said to them that if they would eat of that tree, they would surely 

die (the covenant of works).  In other words, God gave them the choice 
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to love and obey Him or not. God told them there would be severe 

consequences if they would disobey and they lived in the garden. We 

are not sure for how long they lived before the serpent appeared to 

them. Then in chapter 3 of Genesis, the serpent made his appearance.  

1.1 Satan's methodology and tactics 

Satan deceived Adam and Eve. He is called the father of lies in the book 

of John. As our text says the serpent was more crafty than all the 

animals. We see in Revelation 12  that the serpent was Satan, the 

angel that God created but was then thrown out of heaven because of 

his rebellion against God (Revelation 12:2-11). Satan probably entered 

the serpent.  

Satan sowed doubt into the heart of Eve. He said to Eve: "did God 

indeed say that you shall not eat of every tree in the garden." That is 

not what God said. God said that they could eat of all the trees in the 

garden except one tree. Satan came and said: “Did God indeed say 

that you could not eat of every tree in the garden?" Satan made as if 

God was unreasonable and a tyrant. Satan made as if God was 

withholding something good from them. Satan’s tactics are still the 

same today. Many times when we get tempted by evil we think that 

the temptation and the thing forbidden is something that would 

benefit us in some way. We many times believe that God is 

withholding something beneficial from us.  

1 John 2:16,17 tells us of the primary ways we get tempted: "For all 

that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is 

passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides 

forever.” 

These three things were the ways and tactics Satan employed to 

tempt Eve and Adam as well. 
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-- the lust of the flesh: "So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food.." 

-- the lust of the eyes "... That it was pleasant to the eyes..." 

-- the pride of life -- "you will be like God knowing good and evil..and 

a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate..." The 

pride of life is idolatry.  

It was the devil who wanted to be like God. Satan wanted to have the 

authority of God (Ezekiel 14:11-19). He wanted to stand in the place 

of God, and therefore God made him fall from heaven (Luke 10:18,19). 

Satan also wanted Adam and Eve to take God's place! Satan wanted 

Adam and Eve to usurp the authority of God. Satan made as if Adam 

and Eve were missing out on something great and that God was 

withholding something beneficial from them. That is still Satan’s 

strategy. By using the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the 

pride of life Satan still make as if we would be missing out on good 

things if we don’t get that new motorcar or that man's wife, or that 

new job promotion or doing sinful things like drugs and sexual sin or 

have more of this or that. Satan wants us to think that God is 

withholding something wonderful from us. He tries to make as if God 

is not looking after our best interests.  

1.2. The results of Adam's failure: the curse 

-- Death came into the world  

God said in Genesis 2 that if Adam and Eve would eat of the tree in the 

middle of the garden, they would surely die. This death refers to 

physical death and spiritual death; they would physically die, and 

spiritually die. When Adam and Eve sinned, they were immediately 

separated from the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Because of Satan’s 

deception death came into the world. So in a sense, Satan had the 

power over death. Hebrews 2:14 tells us: "Since therefore the children 

share in flesh and blood, he (Jesus) himself likewise partook of the 
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same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil,” swerbeH(  41:2  VSE ). 

-- Suffering came into the world: 

 After Eve and Adam had fallen God said to Eve: “I will greatly multiply 

your sorrow and your conception; In pain, you shall bring forth 

children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over 

you.” Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of 

your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, 

saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In 

toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles 

it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field. In 

the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, 

For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall 

return”. 

-- Sickness came into the world:  

"the thorns and thistles" indicate that sickness would be a 

consequence of the fall as well. 

-- We inherited a sinful nature from Adam (Romans 5:11-21; 1 

Corinthians 15:21-22; Psalm 51:5). 

"In Adam, we all died but through Christ, we shall be made alive" (1 

Corinthians 15:22) and "“Therefore, just as through one man sin 

entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to 

all men because all sinned—.... But the free gift is not like the offense. 

For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of 

God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded 

to many..Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to 

all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s 

righteous act, the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of 

life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so 
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also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” snamoR(  

91-81 ,51 ,21:5  VJKN ). 

-- Adam and Eve was driven from the garden of Eden and the tree of 

life. 

You may ask: why was the sentence against Adam and Eve so severe. 

Why was the punishment so harsh? We cannot fathom why the 

sentence was so severe unless we understand what sin is: The Bible 

tells us that sin is the transgression of the law (1 John 3:4). But what is 

the law of God? The law is the expression of God's nature and 

character. Therefore, I find that the following quote holds true:  

John Piper explains what sin in fact is: 

Sin is the glory of God not honored 

Sin is the authority of God not embraced 

Sin is the holiness of God not referenced 

Sin is the greatness of God not admired 

Sin is the power of God not praised 

Sin is the truth of God not sought 

Sin is the wisdom of God not esteemed 

Sin is the beauty of God not treasured 

Sin is the goodness of God not savored 

Sin is the faithfulness of God not trusted 

Sin is the promises of God not believed 

Sin is the commandments of God not obeyed 

Sin is the Justice of God not respected 

Sin is the wrath of God not feared 

Sin is the grace of God not cherished 
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Sin is the presence of God not prized 

Sin is the Persons of God not loved 

In sinning in the garden of Eden Adam and Eve were guilty of all these 

things! They rejected God's authority over them and wanted to be like 

God. They wanted to take the place of God, to usurp his authority. 

They wanted to stand in the place of God! They did not respect His 

Justice. They did not prize His presence, and they disregarded His 

majesty. 

Eve also added to the word of God. She said to Satan, that God said, 

‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die." That was not 

true. God didn't say you shall not touch of the tree in the middle of 

the garden. Only part of that sentence was true. God said that if you 

eat of that tree, you shall surely die. The serpent said to Eve "you shall 

not surely die." So Satan deceived Adam and Eve. That statement of 

Satan was a blatant lie.  

So Adam and Eve capitulated.  They failed to obey God. They sinned 

against God. The disobeyed God. They ate of the tree. They listened 

to the lie of Satan. The rebelled against Gods commandment.  

1.3 Where Adam failed Jesus prevailed 
 

Jesus, on the other hand, is called the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45) 

in the Bible. Where Adam and Eve failed to obey God, Jesus prevailed!  

In Matthew 4:1-11 we see that Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness. 

The following happened at that event. 

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 

by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 

hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of 

God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” (The lust of 

the eyes). But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
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“Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle 

of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 

yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels 

concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you 

strike your foot against a stone.’” (The lust of the flesh). Jesus said to 

him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 

him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, 

“All these I will give you, if you will fall and worship me.” (The pride of 

life). Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You 

shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 

serve’””(Matthew 01-6 ,4-1:4  VSE ). 

Jesus overcame the temptations of Satan in the desert in each respect 

( the lust of the eyes,  the lust of the flesh and the pride of life) where 

Eve and Adam failed and after the wilderness event. In fact, the whole 

life of Jesus demonstrated that He resisted Satan’s temptations and 

never gave in to one of them. The Bible says that Jesus was tempted 

in all respects but that He never sinned (Hebrews 5:14-16; 2 

Corinthians 5:21;  1 Peter 2:22). Adam was the first representative, or 

Covenant head of Mankind and Jesus was the second representative 

of mankind, the second or last Adam. Where Adam failed and dumped 

the whole human race into death and the curse, Jesus came to restore 

us back to God and brought righteousness, blessing and eternal life 

(Romans 5:11-21). Through Adam came condemnation, through Jesus 

came forgiveness and justification of sins. We were all united to Adam 

by birth. We inherited a sinful nature from Adam (Psalm 51:5)  and 

therefore we are all under the curse. But Jesus Christ was the second 

and last Federal or Covenant Head and second Representative of 

humanity, the last Adam. If you are united to Him by faith, the curse 

is canceled and you receive eternal life through the Spirit of God. 

Death and the curse came through Adam but blessing, and eternal life 

came through Jesus Christ. If you die in Adam, you will go to hell, and 
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the curse will remain on you. But if you receive Christ as your Federal 

and Covenant Head and Savior and Lord, spiritual blessings will flow in 

your life, forgiveness of all your sins will be granted to you, and the 

gift of eternal life and eternal blessing by the Holy Spirit will be yours.  

If you die in Christ, you will have an everlasting blessing. I will later 

elaborate on this truth. 

1.4 The promise and prophecy of Christ: The Restoration and the 

blessing 

From the very beginning when Adam and Eve fell into sin God made a 

covenant of grace with mankind to deliver them from the bondage of 

the curse and Satan and death. Let's look at the covenant and promise 

of God. In Genesis 3:15 God said to Satan: “And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."  

-- About what and to whom was  God speaking about here? He was 

talking to the woman and the serpent -- God said there would be 

enmity between them. 

-- The seed of the serpent refers to the servants of Satan. The seed of 

the woman refers to the descendants of Adam through which Jesus 

Christ eventually came. 

-- The bruising of the seed's heel refers to the crucifixion of Christ on  

Golgotha about 2000 years ago. Jesus died in the flesh but was 

resurrected. In other words, Jesus was not destroyed. He did not get 

the fatal blow.  

-- The bruising of the serpent's head refers to Jesus overcoming death 

by a sinless life and by His crucifixion and resurrection. By Jesus’ 

perfect life and substitutionary death, the power of Satan was 

decisively broken (Colossians 2:9-14). A head wound is fatal. The 

serpent’s head was bruised. In other words, the destruction of Satan 

was effected by the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ and will be 
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completed after the Second Coming of Christ when Satan will be 

thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:1-11). And Christ’s sacrifice 

that took place 4000 years later was prefigured after the fall of 

humanity when God made Adam and Eve tunics of skin. God killed 

innocent animals to make them tunics of skin to cover their 

nakedness. All the animal sacrifices that were commanded by God to 

atone for his people’s sins (Leviticus 1-5) as well as the Passover  Lamb 

that was sacrificed once a year in Israel pointed to the sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ in time and history.  Jesus was sacrificed to take away our shame 

and sin. Jesus was innocent and without sin.  

--The decisive victory over the curse:  death, sickness, Satan, and sin 

has been accomplished, but there is more to come: the 

consummation: (1 Corinthians 15:50-58; Revelation 20-22) and the 

tree of life.  

The book of Revelation reveals the following about the new heavens 

and the new earth:  " And he (God) showed me (John the apostle) a 

pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side 

of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree 

yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the 

healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the 

throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall 

serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their 

foreheads. There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light 

of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign 

forever and ever..Blessed are those who do His commandments, that 

they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the 

gates into the city” noitaleveR(  41 ,5-1:22  )VJKN .  

--At the consummation of history the paradise that was lost in the 

garden of Eden will be renewed. The tree of life that was a symbol of 

blessing and everlasting fellowship with God will be regained by those 

who belong to Christ. The old dispensation where death and sin and 
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suffering and sickness were realities will be replaced by a dispensation 

of eternal blessing, eternal life, and joy in the presence of God. If you 

die in Adam as your representative and Covenant Head, you will miss 

out on the new heavens and the new earth. But if you die in Christ as 

your Representative and Covenant Head eternal blessing and glory will 

be yours in the kingdom of God! Let us not stay under the curse of 

Adam but believe in Christ unto salvation who made a way for us to 

live in God’s presence for eternity!  
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1.2 The Gospel of God 

Romans 1:8-17 

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith 

is spoken of throughout the whole world. For God is my witness, whom 

I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I 

make mention of you always in my prayers, making request if, by some 

means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you. 

For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so 

that you may be established— that is, that I may be encouraged together 

with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. Now I do not want 

you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but 

was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, 

just as among the other Gentiles. I am a debtor both to Greeks and to 

barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. So, as much as is in me, I am 

ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 

for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For 

in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 

written, “The just shall live by faith.” ( snamoR  1: 71-8  NKJV). 

Theme: Am I ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

--The gospel is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who 

believes 

1. First the bad news 

-- The gospel means good news. Good news is not good unless you 

know about the bad news first. The story is told of a man who 

discovered a pill that would heal all types of cancer. After the man had 

discovered it, he went to many people in excitement telling them that 

he got the cure for cancer. The people he said it too just gave him blank 

expressions and showed no appreciation. Why? What sense does it 
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have to give people the cure of cancer to those who don't need it! So 

what? This is the cry of our generation. Preachers say: "Jesus is the 

answer!"; "The answer to what?", many people would ask. The gospel 

(or good news) wouldn't make any sense unless we REALLY come to 

grips with the bad news of being human.  

-- What is the bad news? The sin of Adam and Eve in the garden of 

Eden separated the human race from the glory of God. The result of 

their sin was the fall. Satan deceived Eve in the garden of Eden and 

then she gave the forbidden fruit to Adam. And because of their 

disobedience to God, they became guilty before God. The story of 

Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden is not just a story or a myth. It is 

history. It really happened! If Adam was not a historical figure the 

gospel of Jesus Christ makes no sense. I say this because Jesus Christ 

is called the last Adam in the first letter to the Corinthians (1 

Corinthians 15:45). If Adam wasn't a historical person, then Jesus 

wasn't one either. Because Adam was the representation of humanity 

and because he sinned in the garden of Eden we all sinned and are 

partakers of a sinful nature. 1 Corinthians 15:22 says we have all sinned 

and died in Adam, and therefore we will all die physically one day 

because the punishment of sin is death (Romans 6:23). Romans 3:23 

says that we have all sinned, and therefore we are separated from the 

glory of God. We are all far away from God because of our sins. In 

Genesis 2 God said to Adam and Eve that they could eat from all the 

trees in the garden but of the tree in the middle of the garden (The tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil) they could not eat because the day 

that they eat of that tree they shall surely die (Genesis 2:17). The 

punishment of sin is death (Romans 6:23). "The soul that sins must die" 

(Ezekiel 18:20). That is the divine law and decree of God. We all ate 

of the forbidden fruit, haven't we? We haven't loved God always with 

all our hearts, souls, and strength, have we? We have served idols; we 
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have stolen things, lied, coveted other people and their possessions, 

lusted and blasphemed God’s Name numerous times haven't we?  

-- An Important truth. Because God is holy and just we should be 

punished because of our sins. The soul that sins must die! (Ezekiel 

18:20). This death implies physical and spiritual death. This truth has 

been revealed in the Bible through the sacrifices of animals that had to 

be killed on God's command. We see that in the Old Testament that 

God commanded that when someone sinned, the people had to sacrifice 

innocent animals (animals cannot sin) to cover and atone for the 

people's sins.  

-- An important truth. We deserve eternal punishment because all of us 

have willingly sinned against God on numerous occasions. God is 

infinitely worthy and Valuable, and therefore our punishment is 

infinitely deserving of death because we have sinned against such a 

Worthy and Valuable God. God is the most precious Being in the 

Universe. He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth. He is worthy 

of all our worship and obedience. And to disregard and insult Him 

deserves utmost contempt. God wouldn't be holy or just if sins and 

sinners are not punished accordingly. A just human Judge cannot let a 

mass murderer go free after he has been convicted of his crime just 

because he is sorry for his sins and just because he repented of his 

wrongdoing. Justice demands punishment. Justice requires that every 

evil doer gets an appropriate sentence. A rapist or a thief also must be 

punished for his/her misdeeds. A Judge wouldn't be good if he lets 

murderers and rapists go free without any justice given to them. If he 

just makes evil doers go free he would not be protecting the citizens of 

the country he is living in. It is the same with God. If God doesn't judge 

evildoers and murderers and idolaters and sexually immoral persons 

and liars and blasphemers he wouldn't be a good judge. To protect His 

Holy Name and His glory and His people, evil doers must get a fitting 
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punishment. To sin is to defame God. To sin is to live in contempt of 

God and to rebel against His authority, value, worth, and kingdom. It 

is treason! To sin is "to miss the mark". If God is not the most Valuable 

Person in our lives we are making an idol of something or someone and 

we, therefore, stand guilty before a holy God. The Bible says that if we 

hate our brother we have committed murder (1 John 3:15). Jesus said 

that if we look at a woman and lust after her, we have committed 

adultery with her in our heart (Matthew 5:28). The Ten 

Commandments of God show us where we fall short of God's holy 

standards. The Ten Commandments show us our sins.  

-- The facts are: we all stand guilty before God's judgment throne on 

hundreds or thousands of accounts of rebellion and contempt against 

His majesty. Everyone of us is guilty in God's court! If God would send 

us to hell for eternity, we would only get what we deserve! God doesn't 

owe us anything! God doesn't owe us everlasting life or forgiveness of 

sins. We are the ones who need His mercy and grace! Do we really 

believe that we desperately need Him! Do we really believe that we 

stand condemned before His judgment throne? Do we truly believe that 

our hearts are desperately wicked and that we are in dire need of God’s 

mercy? 

-- If we don't really understand that we won't see the glory and worth 

of the gospel aright. We won't appreciate the gospel unless we come to 

grips with our desperate need! If we don't see our desperate plight 

before God, we will continue to enjoy and love our sins. We would 

continue to offend God and be loveless towards our neighbors.  

-- A common reaction among people regarding sin is a careless attitude 

and indifference. Sinners say: "sin is not that bad" and "God will just 

forgive again" and "God is love." "He will not actually punish us for 

our sins." Yes God is a God of love, but He is holy as well and a God 

of justice. God is not ONLY a God of love! 
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2. The GOSPEL is the power of God unto salvation 

-- Jesus said: "I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the 

Father except through Me" (John 14:6).  

-- Acts 4:12 reveals: "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 

saved.” ( stcA  4: 21  NKJV). 

The gospel is the power of God unto salvation. There are not many 

powers of God unto salvation. The gospel is not a power among many 

powers unto salvation. Do you believe that? There are not "many roads 

that lead to heaven.” That statement is heretical. The Greek word here 

used for power is: "Dunamis". We get the word dynamite from this 

word. The gospel is supposed to have an explosion in your life. Things 

cannot stay the same after you have met with Jesus Christ and the 

gospel. If you have received the gospel of Jesus Christ your life will 

permanently change!  

-- So what is the gospel? I find that many people believe in the gospel 

only in part. The Roman Catholic’s believed in a half (partial) gospel 

before and after the Reformation. The gospel is not only about "Jesus 

that died for my sins.” That is a pathetic diminishing of the gospel.  

-- Yes we deserve the judgement of God. Yes we are by nature the 

children of wrath (Ephesians 2:1,2). Yes we have to bear our 

punishment. Yes we should be separated from the glory of God. Yes, 

we stand guilty before God on numerous accounts of rebellion and yes, 

Jesus Christ came to die for us as our substitute on the cross to satisfy 

God's Justice and to absorb the wrath of God on our behalf! Halleluja! 

These are glorious realities! And yes Jesus did conquer death and yes, 

Jesus demolished the power of Satan and sin and death by the gospel! 

Jesus did all these things, but why? 
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-- What does Paul say in Romans 1:17,18. Mark the words: "For in it 

(the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as 

it is written, “The just shall live by faith." The Greek word for 

righteousness is dikaiosune. 

What did Paul mean by the word "dikaiosune": "righteousness"? And 

what does it mean that it has been revealed? You will see that Paul uses 

this word over and over in the letter to the Romans (Romans 3:22-27; 

9:30-33; 10:1-4 and also in the letter to the Philippians (Chapter 3:6-

11). Many times I see in Christian churches and among Christians that 

they think that they have to earn a righteousness before God! I lived on 

a mission station for seven years where Christians believed that and 

taught that. The Roman Catholic’s still believe that you have to earn a 

righteousness before God. Many evangelical churches preach that as 

well: "yes Jesus died in my place to take away my sins, to forgive my 

sins, but for judgment day God requires my deeds, my righteousness, 

that will justify me!" Rubbish!  

-- No Christian before or after his regeneration by the Holy Spirit can 

boast that he/she hasn't sinned. In other words, no person who has lived 

a sinless life before or after his regeneration by the Holy Spirit to which 

he can trust. The best and most holy among us have an imperfect 

righteousness after our conversion. We all are blemished by our sins. 

Listen to what the prophet Isaiah said many centuries ago: "But we are 

all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; 

We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us 

away" ( haiasI  46 :6 NKJV). 

-- God is holy. And to enter heaven we must be blameless and perfect. 

Isaiah declared: "A highway shall be there, and a road, And it shall be 

called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean shall not pass over it" 

( haiasI  53 :8 NKJV). 
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-- We need something that we can trust in whereby we can know that 

it will help us on judgment day. We cannot trust in the arm of the flesh 

or our imperfections. But where can we find this perfect holiness and 

righteousness that will guarantee our entrance into heaven? 

-- When I die one day and stand before God, what will guarantee my 

entrance into heaven? My goodness? My imperfect righteousness? 

How many times and how many hours  I prayed for people? How many 

times I gave food to  the hungry? How many times I read my Bible? 

Nonsense!!  

-- We need God's righteousness to stand blameless before God! We 

need to be counted as righteous before God otherwise, we have no 

chance or right to stand in God's presence. Let's say you want to buy a 

new cellphone from Vodacom worth R5000, but you still owe 

Vodacom R10 000 on your old contract. Before you can purchase the 

new cell phone (let's say you want to buy it cash on 'pay as you go') 

your debt first has to be settled. Your debt needs to be paid before you 

can buy the new cell phone! If your debt is paid then, your account 

would be on 0. But then you still need R5000 credit to buy the new 

phone. The same principle applies spiritually with God. We were all in 

great debt. But Jesus Christ came and paid our fine. God paid for our 

sins. But now our account stands only at 0. We still need "R5000",   

God's perfection or righteousness" to qualify to enter heaven. That is 

where Jesus Christ's perfect life comes in! God gives you His 

perfection, His righteousness for free if you trust in Jesus Christ. Not 

only did Jesus die in your place as your substitute, but Jesus lived in 

your place as well (a perfect, sinless life) and obtained a perfect 

righteousness on your behalf. In other words, He lived a substitutionary 

life on your behalf that you need to count as yours, to enter heaven! 

You need R5000 credit! By trusting in Jesus, Jesus "credits" you with 
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His perfection, (or sinlessness or righteousness) so that God may accept 

you! Perfect righteousness is what you need!  

-- This is the lost part of the gospel that is missing in so many churches! 

We need the whole Jesus. His substitutionary death and life. His death 

on our behalf and His life on our behalf! That is what leads to our 

acquittal on Judgement day! That and that alone! That is what has been 

revealed in the gospels. When Jesus healed the sick and cast out 

demons and did many miracles and raised the dead, it was all a 

demonstration of the perfect righteousness of God. Jesus always upheld 

the worth of the Father’s glory with unwavering consistency, and that 

demonstrated the righteousness of God. Jesus obeyed the law of God 

perfectly and thereby did He obtain a perfect righteousness which has 

now been revealed! The gospels revealed His sinless, perfect life. This 

is the lost part of the gospel. This gospel is the power of God unto 

salvation for everyone who believes! Only this one! If I believe that 

Jesus lived and died in my place, then God justifies me, and I am 

acquitted in God's Court of Justice! By a true faith in Christ, God looks 

at me through the merits and achievements of Christ Jesus and that 

alone leads to my justification. I am declared just and righteous only by 

faith in the atoning death of Christ and by the righteousness of Christ 

Jesus. As Romans 8:1 says: "there is now, therefore, no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus." And in Romans 3:21,24-26 it states: 

"But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 

witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, .....being justified freely by His 

grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set 

forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins 

that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His 

righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus" (Romans 3: 62-42 ,12  NKJV). 
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3. For EVERYONE who believes! 

-- Why do so many Christians have no assurance of salvation? Why do 

so many Christians have anxiety about the day they are going to die? 

Why although they have heard the gospel so many times and received 

it into their hearts do they still doubt their salvation? The reason is 

because they hold on to a partial gospel! A partial Jesus cannot save 

you! A partial motorcar cannot get you to your destination! A partial 

dress cannot cover a woman's whole body! A partial meal cannot fill 

your stomach! A partial golf club cannot hit a golf ball into a hole! Who 

wants an incomplete gospel? We need to put our trust in the whole 

Jesus of the Bible. We need the whole gospel and nothing besides! We 

need to put our trust in Jesus Christ for who He is! That Jesus and that 

gospel will save us! Jesus' righteousness and His sacrifice on the cross 

is what you need my friend! That gospel will give you assurance of 

salvation!  

-- There was an old missionary at a mission station I worked at for 7 

years. He served God his whole life and did gospel ministry for decades 

and then when he was old he made the following shocking statement: 

"I don't know if I had done enough to be accepted by God!!!!" I wanted 

to say to him: “That is the whole point! You will never be able to do 

enough!” Friend you will never do enough to merit salvation! Never! 

It is impossible! You need Christ's perfection and righteousness to 

count as yours!! Salvation is by the grace of God, through faith, not by 

works! Do we really believe that?? You need perfection, God's 

perfection! That's what gives you assurance of salvation! Rest in the 

finished work of Christ. Receive His unspeakable gift!! Rest in God. 

He has done it all! Glory to God alone! 

-- And the gospel is for everyone who believes! It's for all ethnic 

groups. That is why Paul says he is a debtor to the Barbarians and the 

Greek to the wise and the simple folk. But all people have not faith! 
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Most people want to earn their way into heaven! They want to achieve 

something before God! That is why all the religions in the world except 

Christianity teach that works save a person!  

-- There is about 12 000 ethnic groups in the world today. And God 

will have a people among all of them! That is what is revealed in 

Revelation 5:9; 7:9. Jesus said in the gospel: "Come to Me all who are 

burdened and are heavily laden and I will give you rest" (Matthew 

11:28). Come with your sins, with your burdens, with your anxieties, 

with YOUR good works, with YOUR achievements, with YOUR 

righteousness and lay it down before Jesus Christ. God is not impressed 

with YOUR works. It is defiled with your impure motives. Jesus and 

Jesus alone is what you need! Not Jesus and believers' baptism. Not 

Jesus and your particular denomination, not Jesus and tongues, not 

Jesus and whatever!! Salvation is in the work and Person of Jesus Christ 

alone! That is the legacy of the 16th Century Reformation: Soli 

Christos! Sola Fide! Sola Gracia! 

-- And it's for everyone who believes! Faith is not my achievement! 

Faith is the channel, the pipe that channels salvation. And God is the 

one that lays the pipe. Christ saves us through faith, not because of 

faith! God reconciles us to Him through faith. Faith is essentially a gift 

of God (Ephesians 2:8,9; Romans 3:28). As Paul said: “…..But what 

things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed 

I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not 

having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith" 

(Philippians 3: .)VJKN 9-7  
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4. I'm not ashamed of the gospel says Paul. Am I ashamed? 

-- Paul said: I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. No wonder Paul! 

Martin Luther, the great reformer was not ashamed at Worms before 

the Holy Roman Empire in the 16th century as well. Luther's life was 

in danger but he was willing to die for the true gospel! The Catholic 

Church wanted him dead because of this gospel! But Luther was as 

bold as a lion. But what about you and me friend? Are we ashamed of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ? It is not only missionaries and pastors that 

should be witnesses of Jesus Christ! All true Christians are in full-time 

service of God and should be willing to share the glorious gospel, the 

gospel of power, to those around them.  

-- Listen to Jesus' words in Mark 8:38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me 

and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son 

of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father 

with the holy angels” ( kraM  8: 83  NKJV).  

Is there any harsher words than these in the New Testament? Jesus 

doesn't give us a choice. Yes we are not all a Paul or a Peter, but we all 

have to be witnesses for Jesus and for what is right. We all should be 

bold for Jesus and His kingdom 

-- NB: I don't obtain a righteousness or justification by my witness!  

-- The fact that I'm bold for Jesus and a witness for Him and His gospel 

is the evidence of true faith. It is a privilege to be His witness and to 

suffer for the sake of God's Name. When the apostles suffered for being 

Jesus' witnesses in Jerusalem, the following was written about them: 

"So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 

were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name" (Acts 5: 14  NKJV). 

-- To make a stand for Jesus comes naturally when the Holy Spirit is in 

your heart, when you embrace and trust in the true gospel. The Jesus of 

the Bible will send you to go and be His witness. He will send you on 
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His errands! It is unavoidable! If the Holy Spirit does not live inside of 

you and if you do not bear fruit to the glory of God and if God does not 

use you, then you are not His child. It is as simple as that.   

Listen to  Charles Spurgeon’s words: hard words, but we have to hear 

them. Charles Spurgeon was reckoned as the Prince of Preachers in the 

19th Century. More pages of him are in print than any other Christian 

author. He said the following: 

"Have you no wish for others to be saved? Then you are not saved 

yourself. Be sure of that!" 

and: "Morality will you keep out of jail, but only the blood of Jesus will 

keep you out of hell" 

I'll close with this:  

-- Have you ever seen Table Mountain and the Twelve Apostles in the 

Cape Town? Psalm 36:8 says: "Your righteousness is like the great 

mountains" (Psalms 63 :6 NKJV). 

Mountains represent unshakableness. The great south Easter (wind) 

cannot move those mountains in the Cape. It doesn’t matter how hard 

the wind blows; the mountains remain unmovable. So it is with God's 

righteousness. It is unshakable and unmovable. It is indestructible.  It 

is the foundation of our lives. When the storms and the winds of life  

blow against our houses to make it fall, it will not succeed, because 

God's righteousness is indestructible, unmovable and unshakable. It is 

the foundation of our hope of ever entering heaven and being accepted 

by God.  

Believe in the gospel, because it is the power of God unto salvation for 

everyone who believes. For in it the righteousness of God has been 

revealed. 

1.3 On Missions and Foreigners 
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Clarification of terms:  

Hebrew words:  

Mishpachah: families; circle of relatives, a tribe or a people.  

Gêr, Gêre: a guest; a foreigner; a stranger; a sojourner; an alien.  

Tôshâb: alien, a dweller, a foreigner, stranger.  

Go’ee: a foreign nation; a Gentile nation. 

Am: a people, a congregated unit; a tribe (as those of Israel). 

Lehome: a community; a nation, a people 

Old Testament Witness and texts:  

God's mandate to Adam and Eve, the first people on earth, was that 

they should rule on the earth and have dominion as God's image bearers 

and representatives. “So God created man in His own image; in the 

image of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill 

the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 

birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

(Genesis 1:27, 28 NKJV) 

After the global flood when God destroyed the earth except Noah and 

his family, God gave the same mandate to them. "So God blessed Noah 

and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth. " (Genesis 9:1 NKJV) 

God was sovereign in giving different languages to the peoples of the 

world and scattering them all over the earth, and so He made them in 

effect strangers to each other. God said: "Come, let Us go down and 

there confuse their language, that they may not understand one 

another’s speech.” So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over 

the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. Therefore its 

name is called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of 

all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the 

face of all the earth." (Genesis 11:7-9 NKJV). God’s purpose for the 
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human race was fulfilled to fill the earth (Genesis 1:27,28) only after 

God sovereignly gave them different languages. 

Abraham was a stranger in the land of Canaan. God promised that all 

the families (peoples) of the earth would eventually be blessed through 

Him. "Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from 

your family and your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. I 

will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name 

great, And you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 

I will curse him who curses you; And in you, all the families (Hebrew: 

Mispachah) of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3 NKJV) 

The Israelites of old were not allowed to mistreat strangers. ‘And if a 

stranger (Hebrew: gêr, gêrê)  dwells with you in your land, you shall 

not mistreat him. The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you 

as one born among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you 

were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God” (Leviticus 

19:33, 34 NKJV). 

Excess of food had to be left for the poor and the strangers in Old Israel. 

‘When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the 

corners of your field when you reap, nor shall you gather any gleaning 

from your harvest. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 

stranger (Hebrew: gêr): I am the Lord your God.’ ” (Leviticus 23:22 

NKJV) 

Strangers had to be helped and supported in Israel. ‘If one of your 

brethren becomes poor, and falls into poverty among you, then you 

shall help him, like a stranger or a sojourner (tôshâb), that he may live 

with you” (Leviticus 25:35 NKJV). 

God sees His children as strangers and pilgrims on the earth. ‘The land 

shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are strangers 

and sojourners with Me. ‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, and 

falls into poverty among you, then you shall help him, like a stranger 

or a sojourner, that he may live with you” (Leviticus 25:23, 35 NKJV). 

God's plan has always been that strangers and people from other ethnic 

groups be part of His kingdom. “Moreover, concerning a foreigner 

(Hebrew: tôshâb), who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from 

a far country for the sake of Your great name and Your mighty hand 
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and Your outstretched arm, when they come and pray in this temple; 

then hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for 

which the foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know 

Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may 

know that this temple which I have built is called by Your name” (II 

Chronicles 6:32, 33 NKJV). 

All the families of all ethnic groups shall worship God. “All the ends 

of the world Shall remember and turn to the Lord, And all the families 

(Hebrew: Mishpachah) of the nations (Hebrew: go’ee) Shall worship 

before You. For the kingdom is the Lord ’s, And He rules over the 

nations” (Psalms 22:27, 28 NKJV). 

God's desire is that all the peoples praise Him. “God be merciful to us 

and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us, That Your way may 

be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations (Hebrew: go’ee). 

Let the peoples (Hebrew: Am) praise You, O God; Let all the peoples 

praise You. Oh, let the nations (Hebrew: lehome)  be glad and sing for 

joy! For You shall judge the people righteously, And govern the nations 

on earth. Selah.Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples 

praise You. God shall bless us, And all the ends of the earth shall fear 

Him” (Psalms 67:1-5, 7 NKJV). 

God protects strangers. “The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; The Lord 

raises those who are bowed down; The Lord loves the righteous. The 

Lord watches over the strangers (Hebrew: gêr); He relieves the 

fatherless and widow; But the way of the wicked He turns upside 

down” (Psalms 146:8, 9 NKJV). 

God's Commission to the Messiah and His children still stands today. 

“Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant 

To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of 

Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles (Hebrew: go’ee), 

That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ” (Isaiah 

49:6 NKJV). 

 

 

Clarification of terms: 
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Greek words: 

Ethnos: nation, people, tribe 

Ethne: ethnic groups 

Xenos: foreigner, alien, a guest, a stranger. 

Xenizo: a guest. 

Parepidemos: foreigner, pilgrim, stranger. 

Poroikos: foreigner, stranger, sojourner.  

Ktisis: creation, creature.  

Pantachon: universally, everywhere.  

Pas: all 

Laos: people 

Glossal: language 

Phule : tribe 

New Testament witness and texts:  

The Gentiles will put their trust in Jesus Christ. “Behold! My Servant 

whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! I 

will put My Spirit upon Him, And He will declare justice to the 

Gentiles. A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will 

not quench, Till He sends forth justice to victory; And in His name 

Gentiles (Greek: ethne) will trust.” (Matthew 12:18, 20, 21 NKJV). 

In Matthew 25:31-46 At the last Judgement God will divide the people 

like sheep from the goats and to the sheep on His right hand He will 

say: “I was hungry, and you gave Me food; I was thirsty, and you gave 

Me drink; I was a stranger (Greek: xenos), and you took Me in; and 

they will say: 'When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or 

naked and clothe You? And the King will answer and say to them, 

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 

these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ (Matthew 25:35, 38, 40 NKJV). 

By being hospitable implies that you will make friends with strangers. 

"Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to entertain strangers  
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(Greek: xenizo), for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained 

angels” (Hebrews 13:1, 2 NKJV). 

God sees His children as strangers in this world. “Peter, an apostle of 

Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims (Greek: parepidemos) of the Dispersion 

in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to 

the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for 

obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 

peace be multiplied” (I Peter 1:1, 2 NKJV). 

God sees His children as pilgrims and strangers in this world. “Beloved, 

I beg you as sojourners (Greek: poroikos) and pilgrims (parepidemos), 

abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul” (I Peter 2:11 

NKJV). 

God's Great Commission states that we should make disciples of all 

nations (Greek: ethne: ethnic groups). And Jesus came and spoke to 

them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations (Greek: ethne) 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

(Matthew 28:18-20 NKJV). 

Jesus last command included that we should preach the gospel to every 

person living on the earth. And He said to them, “Go into all the world 

and preach the gospel to every creature (Greek: ktisis)” (Mark 16:15 

NKJV). 

Again Jesus commanded that we should preach the gospel to all ethnic 

groups (nations in Greek: ethne:) Then He said to them, “Thus it is 

written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise 

from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins 

should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

And you are witnesses of these things” (Luke 24:46-48 NKJV). 

The other sheep in this portion refer to God's elect in other ethnic 

groups around the world. Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd, and I 

know My sheep and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, 

even so, I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And 

other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, 
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and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one 

shepherd” (John 10:14-16 NKJV). 

Jesus told his disciples that through the agency of the Holy Spirit His 

followers will be His witnesses to the ends of the earth. ‘Therefore, 

when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You 

at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is 

not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His 

own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:6-8 NKJV) 

With the Coming of the Gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost God gave 

the disciples the ability to preach in other languages. The implication 

is that the gospel is meant for people in other ethnic groups. “And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling in 

Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation (Greek: ethnos) under 

heaven. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one 

another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it 

that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? 

Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 

and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews 

and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own 

tongues the wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:4, 5, 7-11 NKJV). In this 

event, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on different ethnic groups, the 

prophecy was fulfilled that was given to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 by 

Abraham).  

God has overlooked the times of ignorance but NOW commands all 

men everywhere to repent and believe in Jesus Christ. “And He has 

made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of 

the earth, and has determined their pre-appointed times and the 

boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the 

hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far 

from each one of us; Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, 

but now commands all men everywhere (Greek: pantachon) to repent, 

because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in 
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righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given 

assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:26, 27, 

30, 31 NKJV). 

God's message must be proclaimed to all people. For “whoever calls on 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.” How then shall they call on Him 

in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of 

whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 

preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of 

peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:13-15 

NKJV) 

Jesus ransomed people to Himself out of every tribe, tongue, people 

group and nation. "Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living 

creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 

having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 

of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to 

take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have 

redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every (Greek: pan) tribe 

(Greek: phule) and tongue (Greek: glossal) and people (Greek: laos) 

and nation (Greek: ethnos), And have made us kings and priests to our 

God; And we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:8-10 NKJV). 

God's vision and purpose are all the people groups in the world. “After 

these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 

number, of all nations (Greek: ethnos), tribes (Greek: phule), peoples 

(Greek: laos), and tongues (Greek: glossal), standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in 

their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation 

belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  

(Revelation 7:9, 10 NKJV). 

In heaven, there will be people saved from all ethnic groups (nations: 

Greek: ethne). “But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty 

and the Lamb are its temple. The city had no need of the sun or of the 

moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its 

light. And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and 

the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. Its gates shall 

not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). And they shall 
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bring the glory and the honor of the nations (Greek: ethne) into it. But 

there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an 

abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book 

of Life” (Revelation 21:22-27 NKJV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.4 Jesus Only and Hell 
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Bible study: Is Jesus truly the only way to God?  

This Bible study is based on the book: Is Jesus the only way to God? 

Must you hear the gospel to be saved? By John Piper. 

3 Questions: 

1) Was Jesus Christ perfect life, death, and resurrection necessary 

for anyone to receive salvation? 

2) Do we actually have to believe in Jesus Christ to be saved? Or 

could we be saved by Jesus without hearing the gospel? 

3) Is hell eternal? Will people suffer eternal destruction if they don't 

receive Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord? 

The answer to first question: 1) Was Jesus Christ perfect life, 

death, and resurrection necessary for anyone to receive salvation?  

-- Salvation is found in no one else but by Jesus Christ."..let it be known 

to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 

dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. This is the ‘stone 

which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief 

cornerstone.’ Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

(Acts 4:10-12 NKJV). 

-- No one comes to the Father except through Jesus. John 14:6 " Jesus 

said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through Me” (John 14:6 NKJV). 

-- 1 Timothy 2:5,6 "For there is one God and one Mediator between 

God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for 

all, to be testified in due time” (I Timothy 2:5, 6 NKJV). 

-- He who does not have the Son does not have eternal life. "And this 

is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in 

His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of 

God does not have life” (I John 5:11, 12 NKJV).  

-- Hebrews 9:14 – “For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 

sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the 

purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, 
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purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” 

(Hebrews 41-31:9  .)VSE  

--Hebrews 9:22--"without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 

of sins." Jesus' blood was shed when He hung on the cross 2000 years 

ago at Golgotha. He was the Lamb that took away the sin of the world 

(John 1:29).  

--Hebrews 9:28--"Jesus appeared once to bear the sins of many." Jesus 

Christ made atonement for our sins. "He bore our sins in his body on 

the tree" (1 Peter 2:24). 

-- 2 Corinthians 5:21--"Jesus became sin for us so that we can become 

the righteousness of God in Him." No one else was punished in our 

place as our substitute for sin.  

-- 1 Corinthians 1:30,31--"God has made Him (Christ) unto us wisdom, 

righteousness, sanctification and redemption." No one else.  

-- Christ is our High Priest. He alone. "Therefore He is also able to save 

to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always 

lives to make intercession for them. For such a High Priest was fitting 

for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has 

become higher than the heavens; who does not need daily, as those high 

priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the 

people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself”  

(Hebrews 7:25-27 NKJV).  

-- Romans 6:23--" the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ." 

Eternal life is in Jesus Christ. 

-- Our justification is in the righteousness, atoning sacrifice and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. "It (God's righteousness) shall be imputed 

to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 

who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because 

of our justification” (Romans 4:24, 25 NKJV; Romans 1:17,18). 

Conclusion: Jesus became an offering for sin for believers. The wages 

of sin is death (Romans 6:23). Jesus obtained and fulfilled 

righteousness by a sinless life, bore the wrath of God, satisfied His 

justice (1 John 2:2; Romans 3:24-26) and tasted death on a cross as our 

substitute. Because He was sinless (Hebrews 4:14-16; 2 Corinthians 
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5:21) He was able to take our sins away. No one else was sinless as a 

human being. Jesus was and is God (John 1:11;14; Romans 9:5). 

Therefore we need his substitutionary life and death on the cross and 

Resurrection from the dead, and we need Him to mediate our salvation 

as our Advocate and High Priest from heaven. Therefore Jesus Christ’s 

perfect life, death, and resurrection were necessary for anyone to 

receive forgiveness of sins, justification, redemption and salvation 

(Ephesians 1:7). 

The answer to the second question: 2) Do we actually have to believe 

in Jesus Christ to be saved? Or could we be saved by Jesus without 

hearing the gospel? 

2) –The Story of Cornelius in Acts 10 helps us to understand how 

people who never heard the gospel can come to saving faith. Cornelius 

and those with him had to listen to the gospel before the Holy Spirit 

came upon them and believed. Even though he was a righteous man 

that didn't mean he was already a child of God. He had to hear the 

gospel. Only after he and the company that was with him heard the 

gospel and believed the gospel did the Holy Spirit baptize them into 

God (Acts 10:44,45). 

-- Faith comes by hearing the gospel. How should they believe if they 

have not heard? For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.” How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not 

heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 

preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet 

of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of 

good things!” So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 

of God” (Romans 10:13-15, 17 NKJV). 

--"Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands 

all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on which 

He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has 

ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the 

dead.” (Acts 17:30, 31 NKJV) Before Jesus came and bore the wrath 

of God the Great Commission couldn't be given, but after Jesus came 

and paid for believers’ sins and rose from the dead, the Great 

Commission could not, not be given. After the work of Jesus on earth, 
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there has begun a new (era) dispensation. From then on (when Jesus 

ascended to heaven) Jesus Christ Mediates salvation for all those who 

make their conscious focus: Jesus Christ, his finished work and 

resurrection from the dead. That doesn't mean Christ Jesus didn’t 

mediate salvation before He came to earth. The difference is the 

conscious focus was not Jesus Christ, but the promises about Jesus 

Christ and what He would do to accomplish salvation. People who were 

saved before Jesus Christ arrived in the flesh were saved by believing 

in the promises of the coming Messiah. 

Someone have asked, now does it mean you have to hear the gospel to 

be saved, can't you just read the gospel in the Bible and believe and be 

saved? My answer is that when a person reads the gospel in the Bible 

or in a book that explains the gospel it is a kind of hearing. You hear it 

with your spiritual ears, so to speak. I believe therefore that a person 

can be saved if he trusts in Jesus Christ and the promises of the Bible 

by simply reading and internalizing the promises of God in the Bible. 

The question has been asked what will happen if people don't ever hear 

the gospel of read it in the New Testament or in some gospel tract or 

gospel booklet (which can be classified as a “hearing of the mind).Can 

such people speak saved? I believe we have no warrant from the New 

Testament to assume people can be eternally saved without hearing the 

gospel or knowing the gospel by reading it and subsequently putting 

their conscious focus and faith in the Savior, Jesus Christ.  

-- Jesus commanded: Mark 16:15-" Go into all the world and preach 

the gospel to every creature." My question is: Why should we preach 

the gospel to everyone if it is not necessary to believe in it? 

-- 1 Peter 1:23-25 states: "We are born again not by corruptible seed by 

incorruptible seed, by the word of God that lives forever... And this 

word is the gospel that was preached to you." No one gets born again 

without hearing and believing the gospel. If you are not born of the 

Holy Spirit, you will not see the kingdom of God. See John 3:3. 

-- The letter to the Galatians is clear how people receive the Spirit of  

God. The apostle Paul said “This only I want to hear from you: Did you 

receive the Spirit by the work of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 

…Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles 
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among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 

faith? Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.” Therefore know that only those who are of faith are the 

sons of Abraham…So those who are of faith are blessed with believing 

Abraham.” (Galatians 3:2,5,67,9). Only those who have faith in Christ 

have salvation. Nobody is saved incognito, without having faith. 

Without conscious faith-focus on Jesus Christ, there is no supply of the 

indwelling Holy Spirit. And without the Holy Spirit, you are not a child 

of God. As the Bible says: “unless you are born-again, from above, 

from the Holy Spirit, you will not see the kingdom of God. That which 

is born of the flesh is flesh, that which is born of Spirit is spirit (John 

3:3-8).  

Conclusion: It is necessary to hear and believe in the gospel to be saved 

therefore God's command to preach the gospel to every creature and to 

make disciples of all ethnic groups. Redemptive analogies in different 

cultures in the world don't function like prophesies in the Old 

Testament but can be used by missionaries to bring the gospel in terms 

that the people of different cultures can understand the gospel e.g. (The 

books of Don Richardson “Peace Child” and “Eternity in their hearts” 

documents how God used various missionaries to use redemptive 

analogies to make the gospel understandable in primitive cultures). We 

cannot, however, conclude that those primitive cultures were saved 

from their sins before they heard the gospel. To say that would mean it 

would be unnecessary for Christians to bring the gospel to those who 

never heard it. The danger to say that redemptive analogies function 

like Old Testament prophecies may not necessitate us bringing the 

gospel to people because if they do serve like that, they can just fix their 

focus on the analogy which can also be enough to save them although 

they don't know that the analogy points to Jesus. 

We have no reason to believe, no warrant from the New Testament that 

if God wants someone to be saved or wanted someone to be saved after 

Jesus went to heaven, He didn't do a Peter/Cornelius thing for them 

(See Acts 10). If God wants someone to be saved today, the gospel 

message will reach him by a servant of God in one way or another. This 

can happen through radio broadcasts, the Internet, reading gospel tracts 

or Bibles or hearing from someone else. The conscious focus of all who 
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are saved from their sins is believing in Jesus Christ as Savior, Lord, 

and Righteousness. 

 

3) Clarification of Hebrew and Greek words: 

Hebrew: 

Olâm: eternity, always. 

Greek: 

Aionios: eternal, everlasting, forever.  

Aidios: eternal, everlasting.  

3) The answer to the third question: Is hell eternal? Will people 

suffer eternal destruction if they don't receive Jesus Christ as our 

Savior and Lord? 

–Isaiah tells of what some people will experience: “The sinners in Zion 

are afraid, fearfulness has surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall 

dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell with 

everlasting (Hebrew: olâm) burnings?” (Isaiah  33:14). It is clear in this 

passage that some people will suffer everlasting burnings or torment. 

In other words, hell is eternal. 

-- Isaiah 66:23,24 reveals the following of the ones who were in 

rebellion against God: “All flesh shall come and worship before Me,” 

says the Lord. “And they shall go forth and look upon the corpses of 

the men who have transgressed against Me. For their worm does not 

die, and their fire is not quenched. They shall be an abhorrence to all 

flesh.” The fact that the worm does not die and that the fire is not 

quench indicates that the punishment God-haters will suffer will be 

eternal.  

-- Matthew 25:31-46 reveals the following: --"And these will go away 

into everlasting (Greek: aionios) punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal (Greek: aionios) life.” (Matthew 25:46 NKJV) Eternal life and 

punishment are contrasted. Both are eternal.--No annihilation of a 

person will take place (Heresy of Seven Day Adventists).  
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-- 2 Thessalonians 1:7 reveals the following: "..in flaming fire taking 

vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not 

obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with 

everlasting (Greek: aionios) destruction from the presence of the Lord 

and from the glory of His power” (II Thessalonians 1:8, 9 NKJV). The 

words eternal destruction is used for those who do not believe in the 

gospel. Eternal destruction will be the result. No extinction of a human 

life will happen. Destruction will occur not annihilation. No 

obliteration of a life will take place.  

--Read Mark 9:43-46, "If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 

better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, 

to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched— where ‘Their 

worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’ And if your foot 

causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather 

than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never 

be quenched— where ‘Their worm does not die, And the fire is not 

quenched.’ (Mark 9:43-46 NKJV) Jesus describes hell as a place where 

the fire is not quenched, and the worm does not die, more than once. 

“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. 

It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having 

two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your 

eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for 

you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be 

cast into hell fire” ( wehttaM  81 : 9-8  NKJV). The eternality of hell-fire 

signifies the eternality of the soul. What is the sense to say hell is eternal 

if those who go there wouldn't spend eternity there? 

-- Jude tells us what the ungodly are suffering right now: “And the 

angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left 

their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal (Greek: aionios) chains 

under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day – just as 

Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise 

indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as 

an example  by undergoing a punishment of eternal (Greek: aionios) 

fire” (Jude 6,7 ESV)  

--Revelation 14:11 reveals-- "the smoke of their (unbelievers) torment 

ascends forever and ever." In the Greek, this is the strongest expression 
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for eternity imaginable. The same fate is reserved for Satan and the 

false prophet and the beast. "The devil, who deceived them, was cast 

into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet 

are. And they will be tormented day and night forever (Greek: aionios) 

and ever” (Revelation 20:10 NKJV). 

--Ecclesiastes 3:11-- "He has made everything beautiful in its time. 

Also, He has put eternity (Hebrew: olâm) in their hearts, except that 

no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end” 

(Ecclesiastes 3:11 NKJV). God has put eternity into human beings 

hearts. People have been made to live forever. Mankind has been made 

in the image of God. They will, therefore, live forever, either in hell or 

heaven. 

--Daniel 12:2,3, “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth 

shall awake, some to everlasting (Hebrew: olâm) life, and some to 

shame and everlasting (Hebrew: olâm) contempt…” The people who 

will rise will both be raised to an eternal existence, with God or without 

the glory of God. 

-- Hebrews 6 reveals that the foundation of Christian doctrine is the 

following: “Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and 

go on to maturity, not laying the foundation of repentance and of faith 

toward God, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and 

eternal (Greek: aionios) judgement.” Eternal judgment is mentioned 

here as a basic teaching of the Christian faith.     

-- Hebrews 9:27-- "Man is appointed to die once and then the 

judgment"- 

No reincarnation is mentioned in the Bible, where people supposedly 

get another chance to be saved.  

No Purgatory is mentioned in the Bible, where people get supposedly 

purified before they go to heaven.  

No universalism is mentioned in the Bible where all people supposedly 

will eventually be saved and go to heaven. Man is appointed to die 

once, not twice or multiple times. Purgatory and universalism are 

Unbiblical. People will not be punished for a while or for a long time 
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and then be reunited with God. This teaching is foreign to Scripture and 

unbiblical.  

--Jesus said the following of Judas Iscariot: “The Son of Man indeed 

goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son 

of Man is betrayed. It would have been good for that man if he had 

never been born.” (Mark 14:21). If people just die and go extinct or get 

annihilated after some time, then it would not have been bad to die, also 

for Judas. But Jesus said it would have been better for him to have never 

been born, because Judas will suffer eternal punishment. That is why it 

would have been better for him never to have been born! 

Conclusion: The great preachers and evangelist over the centuries, like 

Paul the Apostle, John Calvin, Martin Luther, George Whitefield, 

Charles Spurgeon, Jonathan Edwards, D.L Moody, Martin Lloyd-

Jones, etc. all believed in an eternity in heaven or hell for the human 

soul. Hell is eternal and is reserved for those who reject God and Jesus 

Christ. The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ (Romans 

6:23). See also John 3:16. Whoever believes in God's Son Jesus will 

not perish but have eternal life. Those who do not believe, the wrath of 

God abides on them (John 3:36). Another reason why hell will be 

eternal is because people who sin and rebel against God rebel and sin 

against an Infinite Valuable and Worthy Being. If you defame, 

blaspheme, dishonor and despise the Creator of the Universe and the 

Redeemer of Mankind and show no remorse or contrition for your sins, 

and continue to despise His love and offer of salvation in Christ, you 

deserve an infinite worthy punishment. People who go to hell deserve 

to go to hell, because they despised and rejected and blasphemed an 

infinite worthy and majestic Sovereign. Therefore their punishment 

would be eternally just, worthy and severe. Therefore, confess your sins 

(1 John 1:9), repent of your sins (Mark 1:15) and trust in Jesus Christ 

alone for salvation and God the Holy Spirit will come and live inside 

of you and make His home within you (John 14:23). Jesus is the only 

way to receive forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 1:7) an eternal 

inheritance in heaven (1 Peter 1:3-9), his righteousness (2 Corinthians 

5:21), eternal life (John 3:16), escape the horrors of hell and be 

reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-21).  
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1.5 Is the concept of the Trinity taught in the Bible 

Introduction 

When we speak about the being of God, we must all admit that we are 

limited in our understanding. We are finite, and God is infinite. We are 

limited, but God is unlimited. The people of God and believers in God 

have not concocted the doctrine of the Trinity in their own thinking 

over the centuries, but God’s people have formulated their 

understanding of who God is based only on the infallible HOLY 

Scriptures delivered to his people through the centuries. If the Old 

Testament and the New Testament are indeed God’s infallible, reliable, 

trustworthy and true words, then we can understand that the church 

fathers and the people of God believe that God is a Trinity yet One in 

essence. From the onset, we must admit that nowhere in the Old or 

New Testament are the word Trinity or Tri-Unity used. But as you will 

see as we go through the different portions of the Holy Scriptures, the 

Trinity is implied implicitly in the Old Testament in many parts and 

extensively and explicitly in the New Testament.  

1. Old Testament Witness 

What is taught implicitly in the O.T. is explicitly taught in the New 

Testament.  

1.1 In Creation: When God created mankind He said:" Let Us make 

man in our own image” (Genesis 1:26). The implication is that there 

is more than one Person in the Godhead.  

1.2 When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden God spoke to 

Himself again referring to Himself in the plural: “Then the LORD God 

said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and 

evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and also take of the tree of life, 

and eat, and live forever”— therefore the LORD God sent him out of 
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the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.” 

siseneG(  32-22:3  VJKN ). 

1.3 At the Dispersion when God confused the people at the Tower of 

Babel, He said: "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their 

language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 

(Genesis 11:7 NKJV) The implication of this texts is that there is more 

than one Person in the Godhead.  

1.4 When God appeared to Isaiah the prophet and talked to him, God 

asked, " Who would go for Us?”. The same implication is valid as in 

the previous texts (Isaiah 6:8). 

1.5 Isaiah calls the Messiah, who would be born of a Virgin, 

"Immanuel," which means in Hebrew: God with us (Isaiah 7:14). The 

one who would be born of a virgin would be God. 

1.6  In Isaiah 9:6 the following is mentioned about the Messiah that was 

to be born: “For unto us a Child is born, unto us, a Son is given, and 

the government will be upon his shoulder. And His Name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace, there will be no 

end.” 

1.7 In Isaiah God and His Spirit are spoken of as different Persons. Note 

that the Spirit of God was grieved, which indicates that the Spirit of 

God is a person:“I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the 

praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord has granted us, and 

the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted them 

according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his 

steadfast love...But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore 

he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them. Then he 

remembered the days of old, of Moses and his people. Where is he who 

brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where 

is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit,” (Isaiah 11-01 ,7:36  

VSE ). 
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1.8 Also in Isaiah 61 which is a Messianic prophecy, the Spirit of the 

Lord is referred to as something distinct from the Lord Himself: “The 

Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 

the prison to those who are bound.. haiasI( ”  1:16  ESV). All three 

persons of the Trinity are mentioned in this passage. The Spirit of the 

Lord, the Lord God, and the One on whom the Spirit came upon, which 

was Jesus Christ as we see in the gospel of Luke (Luke 4:18). 

1.9 Micah reveals the following of the Messiah, who was to be born in 

Bethlehem "Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler 

in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.” (Micah 

5:2 NKJV) In other words, the one who was to be born has no 

beginning. Therefore He is God.  

1.10 In the Book of Daniel the Son of Man is described to have an 

everlasting kingdom. "“I was watching in the night visions, And 

behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! 

He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before 

Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That 

all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is 

an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, And His kingdom 

the one which shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13, 14 NKJV). The Son 

of Man in the New Testament is revealed to be Jesus Christ! 

1.11 The following was said about God and His Messiah (means 

Anointed One) in Psalm 2:2,7,8,9,12 “The kings of the earth set 

themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and 

His anointed…I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, “You 

are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You 

the nations as your inheritance and the ends of the earth for Your 

possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron. Kiss the Son lest 

He be angry, and you perish in the way when His wrath is kindled but 

a little..” 
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The preceding texts speak about the Son who would rule over the 

nations and who would judge the nations. The Son refers to the 

Messiah, the anointed one who was born in Bethlehem.  

1.12 Psalm 45 is widely known to be a Messianic prophecy talking 

about the Messiah, who would reign as King in Israel. Note that in verse 

7 God speaks to another person and calls the other person, or Messiah, 

God: “Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty One, With Your 

glory and Your majesty. And in Your majesty ride prosperously 

because of truth, humility, and righteousness; And Your right hand 

shall teach You awesome things. Your arrows are sharp in the heart of 

the King’s enemies; The peoples fall under You. Your throne, O God, 

is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your 

kingdom. You love righteousness and hate wickedness; Therefore God, 

Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your 

companions.” (Psalms 7-3:54  VJKN ).  

1.13 In Psalm 110:1 David prophesied the following about the Messiah: 

“The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your 

enemies Your footstool.” Twice it speaks about the name Lord, which 

implies there is more than one Person in the Godhead. “The Lord said 

to my Lord.”God said that to Jesus Christ after His ascension to 

heaven (See Hebrews 1:13).  

2. New Testament Witness. 

What is implicitly taught about the Trinity in the Old Testament is 

explicitly taught in the New Testament. 

2.1 The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are mentioned in one setting when 

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. "When He had been baptized, 

Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens 

were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, 

saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

(Matthew 3:16, 17 NKJV). 
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2.2 When Jesus gave the Great Commission, He said to his disciples to 

baptize the nations in the Name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus is also worshiped by His disciples before His ascension,“Then 

the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which 

Jesus had appointed for them. When they saw Him, they worshiped 

Him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.” Amen” ( wehttaM  82 : 02-61  

NKJV). 

2.3 Paul the Apostle gave a blessing at the end of his letter and refers 

to the Trinity. "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. (II 

Corinthians 13:14 NKJV). 

2.4 John, the Apostle in his letter to the church, said that there are three 

that bear witness in HEAVEN, the Father, the Word and the Spirit, and 

these three are one (1 John 5:7-9 NKJV). 

2.5 1 Corinthians speaks of the Trinity referring to one Spirit, One Lord 

and one God. 1 Corinthians 12:4 “There are diversities of gifts, but the 

same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And 

there are diversities of activities, but is the same God who works all in 

all”. 

2.6 The following is revealed about Jesus Christ in the letter to the 

Philippians. “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal 

to God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men…..He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on the 

cross. Therefore God also exalted Him and given Him the name which 

is above every other name, that at the name of Jesus every knee shall 

bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the 
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earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father”(Philippians 2:6-11).  

2.7 The Letter of the Ephesians 4:4-6 reveal the following about the 

Trinity: “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in 

one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 

and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” In 

this passage, we see that there is one Spirit, One Lord, and one Father. 

2.8 In Colossians the following is revealed about Jesus Christ: “He is 

the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by 

Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 

powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is 

before all things, and in Him all things consist..”. 

2.9 Jesus said that He and the Father are One, signifying there is more 

than one Person in the Godhead, yet that they are one in essence 

(John 10:30). Also, Jesus said the following to Thomas his disciple in 

the gospel of John: “Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and 

it is sufficient for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, 

and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen 

the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not 

believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I 

speak to you I do not speak on My own authority, but the Father, who 

dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father, and 

the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works 

themselves.” nhoJ(  11-8:41  VJKN ). It is evident from this portion that 

Jesus equates himself with God the Father yet tells his disciples that 

they are different Persons.  

2.10 Jesus is the called the Word of God in the gospel of John. In the 

gospel of John, it says that the Word is God and that the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:1-3,14, “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things were made through Him and 

without Him nothing was made that was made….and the Word became 
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flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as the 

only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  

2.11 Jesus refers to Himself as, "I am" in the gospel of John. That is the 

Name of God in the Old Testament, in Exodus. "Jesus said to them, 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 

(John 8:58 NKJV). 

2.12 Paul refers to Jesus Christ, in the letter to the Romans, as God who 

should be worshiped: "of whom are the fathers and from whom, 

according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally 

blessed God. Amen." (Romans 9:5 NKJV). 

2.13 Jesus is sinless. (2 Corinthians 5:21; "For we do not have a High 

Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 

points tempted as we are, yet without sin." (Hebrews 4:15 NKJV). 

Even in the Koran Jesus is believed to be sinless. Only God is sinless. 

Therefore Jesus must be God. Romans 3:23 says "we all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God.” 

2.14 All judgment has been given over to Jesus. Therefore Jesus must 

be God. God is all knowing. "For as the Father has life in Himself, so 

He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, and has given Him 

authority to execute judgment also because He is the Son of Man. 

(John 5:26, 27 NKJV). 

2.15 Ananias and Sapphira was judged because they lied to God the 

Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5:1-10.  

2.16 In Hebrews 9:14 the Trinity is mentioned in one verse in the work 

of salvation of a sinner: “…how much more shall the blood of Christ, 

who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, 

cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” The 

Spirit is eternal! He has no beginning. 

2.17 When Thomas put his hands in Jesus’ side after Jesus’ resurrection 

from the dead, he said to Jesus “My Lord and my God!” Jesus did not 

rebuke or correct Thomas after this. 
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2.18 In the letter to the Hebrews the following is said about Jesus 

Christ: “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of 

his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 

making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the 

angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? And 

again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 

God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels, he says, “He makes his 

angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is 

the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated 

wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 

gladness beyond your companions.” swerbeH(  9-3:1  VSE ). We see 

clearly in this passage that Jesus is God and to be worshiped! 

2.19 The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit is mentioned in one context 

in the gospel of John in Jesus’ words :“Jesus answered and said to 

him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will 

love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He 

who does not love Me does not keep My words, and the word which 

you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. “These things I 

have spoken to you while being present with you. But the Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 

all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”  

(John 62-32:41  VJKN ). 

2.20 1 Timothy 3:16 “And without controversy great is the mystery of 

godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 

by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 

received up into glory.” God, who was manifested, was Jesus Christ. 

2.21 After the disciples went on mission and returned, The Son, The 

Father and the Spirit is mentioned in one context as well,“In that hour 

Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of 
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heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and 

prudent and revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed 

good in Your sight. All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, 

and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father 

is except the Son and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” 

( ekuL  01 : 22-12  NKJV). 

2.22 The following is said about Jesus in the second letter of Peter: 

““Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those 

who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of 

our God and Savior Jesus Christ” reteP II(  1:1  VJKN ). Jesus is our God 

and Savior!  

2.23 The following things are revealed about Jesus Christ in the book 

of Revelation: “…and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To 

Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and 

has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory 

and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, He is coming with 

clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And 

all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the 

Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

noitaleveR(  8-5:1  VJKN ). Jesus is the one who is speaking here and 

refers to Himself as the Almighty. The book also ascribes glory and 

dominion to Jesus Christ for all eternity! 

2.24 In Revelation 5:12,13 Jesus Christ is worshiped just as God the 

Father is worshiped. “And every creature which is in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 

them, I heard saying: ‘Blessing and honor and glory and power be to 

Him, who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, forever and ever!’” 
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3. The True Church's Witness  

3.1 There have been heresies in the church throughout the centuries. 

The true church has always believed the same things about the Trinity. 

Augustine, Athanasius, John Calvin, Martin Luther, Zwingli, William 

Carey, Jonathan Edwards and millions more, fathers of the faith.  The 

Great Confessions of Faith, the Apostles Creed, The Confession of 

Athanasius, The Confession of Nicea, Spurgeon, Martin Lloyd Jones, 

etc. All Protestant believers believe in the Trinity.  

4.Misconceptions. 

4.1 Mary is not part of the Godhead. Mary carried the Godchild Jesus, 

but she needed the Savior as well. She was a sinner just as the whole 

human race was and is. "And Joseph and His mother marveled at those 

things which were spoken of Him. Then Simeon blessed them, and said 

to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and 

rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against 

(yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts 

of many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:33-35 NKJV) 

4.2 God didn't have sexual union (intercourse) with Mary. God is 

Spirit. Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary. He was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:21-25; Luke 1:26-37). 

4.3 Christians don't serve three Gods, but one God as stated, who is 

simultaneously separated in three persons (Matthew 28:18-20). 

4.4 The Trinity is a mystery and cannot be understood in His fullness 

through reasoning (1 Corinthians 13:9-12). We see in a mirror dimly 

but one day we will see fully.  

4.5 God is three Persons at the same time. He is not sometimes the 

Father, then the Son and then the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16,17). 

Heresy of the Modalists and Brahmanites. 

4.5 Jesus is not the pinnacle of Gods creation (Arian heresy). Jesus is 

God who created everything! (John 1:1-4). 
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4.6 Jesus is not the nngel Gabriel or any other angel (Heresy of the 

Jehova Witnesses). Jesus Christ is God, who became a human being 

(Romans 9:5). Jesus Christ had no beginning. 

5. Conclusion 

Although any parable or analogy about the Trinity is insufficient to 

explain God, and may be misleading, there are ways we can try to 

explain the Trinity. The Trinity can be explained by using the sun. The 

sun has a substance many millions of miles away. The sun also gives 

light and heat continuously. So there are three things about the sun, it's 

substance, it's heat and its light, yet it is one thing. What constitutes a 

human being? A human being consists of a body, a soul, and a spirit (1 

Thessalonians 5:23), yet any human being is one person, unity. You 

can differentiate between a person's body, soul and spirit and the body 

and soul and spirit have each different functions, yet you cannot 

actually separate them from one another. A human being consists of 

three parts, yet any person is one being. An atom consists of a neuron, 

a proton and an electron. Taking one element away would not be an 

atom and so it is with God. 

God is one but three Persons. Each Person in the Trinity has different 

roles and functions, but are one in essence.  

Three things we must affirm what the Bible teaches about God is: 

a) God is three Persons. He is Father, He is Son and He is Holy Spirit 

at the same time, eternally existent in three Persons. 

b) Each Person is fully God. 

c) God is one in essence (Wayne Grudem: Systematic Theology).  

We must admit that to comprehend the Godhead or the Trinity or Tri-

unity fully is impossible. It is like dogs or lions trying to understand  

the functioning of a computer or the human brain. God is infinitely 

greater than human beings, and therefore it would be presumptions to 

think that we can fully comprehend God. We can never put ourselves 

on God’s  level. His understanding is infinite. His thoughts are above 

our thoughts. His ways are past finding out. We will always fall short 
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to comprehend God fully, yet God has revealed enough for us to know 

Him personally through the Holy Spirit by faith because of the finished 

work of Jesus Christ. We also know enough about God to make us 

accountable towards Him and responsible for our actions. Although our 

knowledge is limited, we can affirm what the Bible affirms and rest in 

that. The secret things belong to God, but the revealed things belong to 

our children and us forever (Deuteronomy 29:29).  

God the Father sent his Son Jesus Christ (the exact representation of 

His nature [Hebrews 1:3) to this earth, in time, about 2000 years ago to 

live a sinless life, obtain and exhibit righteousness, die as our substitute 

for our sins at the cross, bear the wrath of God for sin, satisfy His 

Justice, rose from the dead and thereby defeated death, sin, and Satan 

so that we can be forgiven, redeemed and reconciled to God for 

eternity. God promises the gift of the Holy Spirit to live inside of us 

forever if we repent of our sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone for 

salvation. If Jesus Christ wasn’t God, then His death on the cross 

couldn’t take our sins away. Only God can take our sins away; only 

God could atone for our sins. Therefore Jesus had to be God.  
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 Determining the will of God

8 Signposts or Guidelines to determine Gods will in specific situations: 

Think of God's will (to determine His will in specific situations) like 

planning to take a journey from point A to B in a motorcar. Let's say 

point A is Johannesburg and point B is Durban. In order for you to get 

from Johannesburg to Durban in a motorcar, you need to look at eight 

crucial signposts next to the road that will show you the right way. If 

you miss them, you will miss the shortest road to Durban. If you miss 

two or three, you may get lost. But you can get back on track if you 

missed one or two. This analogy has it’s shortcomings if you drive it 

too far. That is usually the case when you try to explain some truth by 

using an analogy. With God's will, it is the same in many respects than 

driving a car from one destination to another. We sometimes disregard 

the clear signs showing us the narrow way of God's will. But that 

doesn't mean we should remain lost. If we know the signs, we could get 

back on track. Let's look then at eight signposts to determine God's will 

in specific situations which I believe the Scriptures reveal. 

1) The Bible. Is it in line with the commandments of Scripture? The 

Ten Commandments and the commands of the apostles and Jesus 

Christ? God would for example never ask you to steal something, be 

dishonest or deceitful or commit adultery, murder or idolatry, etc. (2 

Timothy 3:16; Ecclesiastes 12:13). Many commands in the Old 

Testament must be interpreted in the light of their fulfillment in the 

New Testament. The animal sacrificial laws and the ceremonial laws 

of the Torah in the Old Testament, for example, have been fulfilled by 

Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the cross. Therefore we need not sacrifice 

animals anymore for the forgiveness of sins. But the moral law of God 

in the Old Testament (e.g. The Ten Commandments) and it's moral and 

spiritual implications (e.g. Not speaking to the dead, no incest, which 

are not specifically mentioned in the New Testament) are still relevant 

for us. The Bible should have the final say when it comes to issues 

regarding morality, worship and anything that would affect your 

spiritual life. The fact that you can't separate your spiritual life from 

anything should indicate everything you do, think and choose should 
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be controlled by the Bible. "All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16, 17 NKJV) 

"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His 

commandments, For this is man’s all” (Ecclesiastes 12:13 NKJV). We 

should remember that the Bible has been given to us by the Holy Spirit 

as He moved people to write the different books in the Bible ( 2 Peter 

1:20-21). 

2) Prayer and the Holy Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:16 commands: "Pray 

without ceasing.” Romans 12:12 says: "Be constant in prayer." 

Ephesians 6:18 states: “..always praying with all prayer and 

supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 

perseverance…”; Philippians 4:6-7 commands: “be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God…” Do you hear 

Gods voice in prayer? The inner voice of the Holy Spirit through your 

conscience, through communion with the Holy Spirit and the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit (intuition)? Dreams or visions should be 

interpreted and be in accord with the clear teaching of Scripture. 

Dreams and visions are not the normal way God speaks to us. The Bible 

reveals about 98% of God's will for us. We don't need dreams and 

visions to guide us. The early church still needed them, because the 

New Testament hadn't been written. That's why you see that God 

guided the apostles in Acts many times through these. But God has 

given us His written words. The Bible is sufficient to guide us in all we 

need to know for our salvation and to live godly, God-fearing, God-

pleasing lives. God can however use dreams and visions to speak to us 

as He spoke to Joseph, Daniël or Jeremiah. If God speaks to you 

through a dream or a vision, it should always be tested in the light of 

God's revealed word in Scripture. The Scriptures are normative 

revelation from God. They are complete and sufficient to make us wise 

unto salvation and righteousness (2 Timothy 3:15,16), but God 

speaking to us in a dream it is not normative revelation, on par with 

Scripture, nor canonical or authoritative. It's not in the same level of 

authority as the Scriptures. It is only authoritative in as much it 

corresponds with the clear teaching and intent of the Scriptures. Do the 
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visions or dreams or inner voice I think I am getting confuse me? Or 

does it clearly correspond with God's holy character and teaching 

revealed in the Bible and His commandments? A devil can also speak 

to you in dreams, or the dreams could be just your own thoughts. Let’s 

be honest: most of the dreams we dream are just our own confused 

ideas mingled together. Many people make the mistake to rely on 

dreams and visions to guide them. And because they rely on them they 

get confused. Remember God is not a God of confusion but order (1 

Corinthians 14:40). We hear God's voice most clearly in the Scriptures. 

Do you want God to speak to you? Then read the Bible with a 

submissive and humble heart. It has stood the test of time! Moreover, 

whenever the Bible is faithfully expounded and declared by gospel 

preachers, we hear the voice of God. 

3) Circumstances. (Natural talents, gifts, and training). Do 

circumstances indicate that way? God uses open and closed doors many 

times to guide us. What is the obvious thing to do now? "Do what your 

hand finds to do" is the common wisdom of the Bible we find in 

Ecclesiastes 9:10; In Acts 10 Peter saw a vision, and then someone 

knocked on his door. The circumstances with the vision led him to 

preach the gospel to the Gentile nations. In Acts 13:1-3 we find that 

after the church prayed and fasted the Holy Spirit led the church to 

consecrate Paul and Barnabas for a mission journey. When Moses led 

the Israelites out of Egypt by the command of God, they ended up in 

front of the Red Sea. God then miraculously opened a way through the 

sea for the Israelites to pass. Circumstances led them to go through the 

Red sea. Also, when Joshua came to the river Jordan God also 

miraculously let the river stop flowing. Circumstances showed them to 

pass through the river on dry ground. You see in all of these instances 

God commanded them to go forward, but it was the circumstances that 

showed the way forward as well. They all knew what they had to do 

although it seemed contrary to reason. However, circumstances don't 

have to indicate "amazing faith.” It could require "ordinary faith." A 

job opening in your field of expertise could be God’s will. A new 

project that suits your gifts and talents could indicate God's will for 

you. Is the open door in accord with your training, gifts, and talents? 

These could show Gods will for you. God doesn't have to lead you to 
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do something that is contrary to reason, but He may, like with Moses 

or Joshua or Peter. 

4) The church and godly counsel. Proverbs 19:20,21 says the 

following: "Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may be 

wise in your latter days. There are many plans in a man’s heart, 

Nevertheless the Lord ’s counsel—that will stand." "For by wise 

counsel you will wage your own war, and in a multitude of counselors 

there is safety." (Proverbs 24:6 NKJV). "Where there is no counsel, the 

people fall; but in the multitude of counselors there is safety." (Proverbs 

11:14 NKJV). 1 Peter 5:5 commands: “Likewise you younger people, 

submit yourself to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one 

another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble.” Hebrews 13:17 commands: “Obey those 

who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, 

as those who must give account.” This can refer to the multitude of 

writers in the Bible as well and through reputable Christian books 

through the centuries. It can also refer to mature Christians in your 

church. Nevertheless, they can also confuse you. Therefore the other 

"signposts" should also help you. Do your fellow Christian brothers and 

sisters agree with your decision? All wouldn't necessarily agree, but 

what do they counsel? Are you humble and teachable, willing to 

submit? Martin Luther, the great Reformer of the sixteenth century is, 

on the contrary, an example of a person who didn't submit to his 

"church" (The Roman Catholic Church), but he still obeyed God, 

because he was submitted to the teaching of Holy Scripture. So your 

church and the counsel of your pastor or elders could be wrong, that's 

why you should see if it corresponds with the other "signposts" and 

with the clear teaching of the Scriptures and orthodox teaching of the 

true Church throughout the centuries. 

5) Peace. Do you have an inner peace about the decision? Not the peace 

that the world gives, but the peace of Jesus and the Holy Spirit? The 

world gives a false peace, a sense of security depending where you live 

or whether you have enough comfort, possessions and ease, but which 

is not necessarily from God. Jesus said in John 14:27, "Peace I leave 

with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 

you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27 
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NKJV). Colossians 3:15 says: "And let the peace of God rule in your 

hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 

Philippians 4:5-7 connects prayer, supplication, thanksgiving and the 

peace of God as a consequence. "Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus" (Philippians 4:6, 7 NKJV). Galatians 5:22,23 says that peace is 

part of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Don’t only use peace as an indicator 

to determine God’s will but in conjunction with the other signposts.  

 

6) Conviction. Do you have a conviction in your mind and spirit about 

the rightness and goodness of the decision? Phillippians 4:8,9 says: 

"Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 

whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 

lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if 

there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” Matthew 

5:6,7 says: "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 

be filled." (Matthew 5:6 NKJV). Romans 12:13 says we should, 

”Distribute to the needs of the saints…” Galatians 6:10 says, 

“Therefore, as we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, especially 

to those who are of the household of faith.” Hebrews 13:16  states, “But 

do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is 

well pleased.” 1 John 3:18 commands: “My little children, let us not 

love in word and tongue, but in deed and in truth.” Would your decision 

or choice promote justice, righteousness, holiness, generosity, mercy 

and love towards God and your fellow human beings?  

7) Common sense. Is it in line with your common sense? God wouldn't  

ask you to injure yourself, or do something stupid like disobeying 

traffic laws or embarrass or insult a stranger or someone you love for 

example. This doesn't rule out something God could require of you that 

other people won't understand. Like going to another country to preach 

the gospel and be a missionary or to make a stand against abortion on 

demand or giving up a well-paying job to do mission work for example. 

Abraham left his country after God commanded him to do so (Genesis 
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12:1-3); The disciples of Jesus, Peter, John and Matthew gave up their 

trades (occupations) to follow Jesus, and they were doing God's will. 

The apostle Paul said on the other hand: "For even when we were with 

you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he 

eat” (II Thessalonians 3:10 NKJV). In other words, our decision should 

never promote laziness or lethargy. And the Bible says: "But if anyone 

does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, 

he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (I Timothy 5:8 

NKJV). So if you are a man and have children or an elderly mother or 

father who can't look after themselves, you should help them 

financially and spiritually. You should be a provider for their 

necessities. The Bible also says: "…that you also aspire to lead a quiet 

life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as 

we commanded you, that you may walk properly toward those who are 

outside, and that you may lack nothing” (I Thessalonians 4:11, 12 

NKJV). It is God's will to mind your own business and not be gossipers 

or to meddle in other people's affairs. 

8) God's Character and Kingdom. Will your decision promote the 

glory and kingdom of God? Will your decision lead to the salvation of 

sinners? Will God be glorified by your decision? Will your decision 

lead to the building up and extension of the Kingdom of God? In 

Matthew 6:9-11 Jesus told us to pray that The Father's Name be 

hallowed, that His Kingdom come, and His will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Jesus also said: “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 

shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For 

after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 

that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 

6:31-33 NKJV). In 1 Corinthians 10:31-33 it is written: "Therefore, 

whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 

God. Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the 

church of God, just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking 

my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved” (I 

Corinthians 10:31-33 NKJV). Ephesians 6:15 tells us that part of the 

Armor of God is to be prepared to share the gospel of peace. It should 

be part of our daily lives. And in Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus told His 

disciples and followers through the ages to make disciples of all ethnic 
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groups and to teach them to do all that He has commanded them. 

Deciding to make disciples of all nations is the will of God for 

Christians! 

When making life-changing decisions, we should be able to discern 

God's will for the season we are in and at the moment. Ecclesiastes 

chapter 3 makes it clear that there is a time and season for everything. 

God may ask you during a specific season of your life to give up a well-

paid job to spread the gospel and to be in the ministry. But at another 

time and season in your life, He might ask you to do secular work and 

earn an income to support your family. God has given us signposts or 

broad guidelines in the Scriptures, but there is room for variation within 

God's good, acceptable and perfect will (Romans 12:1,2). You do not 

need a "dream" or a "vision" or a "voice" to come to the conclusion that 

God's wants you to go in a particular direction. He could use these but 

like I showed you in this article that there are other indicators to lead 

and guide you as well. Sometimes one is enough. Sometimes two or 

four signposts is enough to make a decision, but sometimes with more 

important decisions you need more or all the "signposts" to line up. 

As Romans 12:1,2 says: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 

will of God." (Romans 12:1, 2 NKJV). As we give our bodies to God 

as a continual and living sacrifice, not conforming to this world and by 

being transformed by God by the renewing of our minds, we will be 

able to test and discern God's good, acceptable and perfect will for us. 

A few helpful texts regarding the Guidance of God for meditation. 

“The humble He guides in justice, and the humble He teaches His way” 

(Psalms 25:9).  

“Who is the man that fears the Lord? Him shall He teach in the way he 

chooses” (Psalms 25:12 NKJV)  
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“Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of 

your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He 

shall bring it to pass” (Psalms 37:4, 5, NKJV). 

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in 

his way. Though he falls, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the Lord 

upholds him with His hand” (Psalms 37:23, 24).  

 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct 

your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart 

from evil” (Proverbs 3:5-7 NKJV). 

“A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps” (Proverbs 

16:9 NKJV). 

“There are many plans in a man’s heart, nevertheless the Lord ’s 

counsel—that will stand” (Proverbs 19:21 NKJV). 

“A man’s steps are of the Lord; How then can a man understand his 

own way?” (Proverbs 20:24 NKJV).  

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” ( snainolassehT I  5: -61

81  NKJV).  

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain 

from sexual immorality” ( snainolassehT I  4:3 NKJV).  

 

 

 

 

 



 65 

1.7 The fear of God 

“Do not let your heart envy sinners, but be zealous for the fear of the 

Lord all the day; For surely there is a hereafter, And your hope will 

not be cut off” (Proverbs 23:17, 18 NKJV).” “Let not your heart envy 

sinners, but continue in the fear of the Lord all the day. Surely there is 

a future, and your hope will not be cut off” (Proverbs 23:17, 18 ESV). 

The problem with humankind has always been the tendency to compare 

what you have with other people of your age group or just people in 

general. And the consequence of this continual competition is that we 

start to envy people, their accomplishments, their possessions, their 

looks, their success, their jobs, their wives, etc. But we must realize that 

people that don't know God only have the best of this life, sadly in the 

next life they will have nothing. If they die without Christ, their end 

will be dreadful. In a sense they have no bright future and their hope 

will be cut off. Christians should therefore not envy them, but be 

thankful for what God has given them. The opposite of envy is 

contentment and thankfulness.  

We see in this text that God provides us with a promise. If we continue 

in the fear of God, if we walk in the fear of God, if we have the fear of 

God in our lives as an abiding reality, our hope will not be cut off. In 

other words as the writer tells us: there will surely be a hereafter. The 

fear of God is something that is very precious to have because with it 

there will be a future for us. The fear of God is not something you begin 

with and later in life discard as you become a mature believer in Christ. 

It is something that you must remain in, continue in, and treasure, etc.  

The fear of God is a loaded term, isn't it. Many people today say we 

shouldn't fear God. They say "fearing God" was something the people 

of God did in the Old Testament,  but now we are in the New Covenant, 

and we have the Holy Spirit, so we don't have to fear God. And they 

have their proof texts ready. But what does the whole Bible reveal?  

What do the Old and New Testament reveal? Is there a contradiction in 

the Bible? Should we fear God today? Is it right for a believer in Christ 

Jesus to fear God? To answer these questions, we have to look at all the 

Scriptures. Not a few proof texts. As the Reformers taught us: Scripture 

interprets Scripture. Firstly we are going to look at what the fear of God 
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is not. Secondly, what it is. Thirdly we are going to consider the 

testimony of Scripture and fourthly at a summary of the benefits of the 

fear of God. And fifthly our conclusion. So let's start. 

1. What it is the fear of God not? 

Having the fear of God doesn't involve anxiety or panic attacks. It 

doesn't mean running away from God because of an experience of 

terror and consequently diving into sin. The fear of God doesn't lead to 

mental disorders. It doesn't make you psychologically unstable. It 

doesn't make you mentally sick, quite the opposite. The Bible tells us 

that we shouldn't fear man. Proverbs says: "The fear of man brings a 

snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe” (Proverbs 29:25 

NKJV). Three texts in the New Testament are usually quoted in favor 

for not fearing God.  

--"For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you 

received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 

(Romans 8:15 NKJV). If we look at the Scriptures in the Old Testament 

later, we will see that the fear of God never lead to any kind of bondage, 

quite the opposite. So Paul had to refer to something else. 

--And in 1 John 4, it is written: "There is no fear in love, but perfect 

love casts out fear because fear involves torment. But he who fears has 

not been made perfect in love” (I John 4:18 NKJV). The ESV says: "By 

this is love perfected with us so that we may have confidence for the 

day of judgment because as he is so also are we in this world. There is 

no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love” ( nhoJ 1  

4: 81-71  ESV).Again if you look at the texts in the Old Testament, and 

you see the promises that resulted in having the fear of God you will 

find that it never ended in torment, precisely the opposite was the case! 

The people who didn't have the fear of God were the people that 

experienced torment and they were the ones heading for eternal 

destruction. Those who didn't fear God were called fools! Surely Paul 

and John didn't understand believers in Christ to be fools! 

Also, a text that is often quoted by believers to prove that we shouldn't 

fear God is 2 Timothy 1:7 "God hasn't given us a spirit of fear but of 

love, power, and self-control." Again I believe that Paul is not speaking 
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about not fearing God, but rather about an irrational fear for God, or 

the fear of man, that produces cowardice. The fear the apostles are 

speaking about that is not from God is the fear of death and eternal 

judgment. If you belong to God, you don't fear death or eternal 

judgment anymore, because God has given you the Holy Spirit, the 

Spirit of adoption and the gift of eternal life. As we will see later that 

the "fear of God" comes from the Holy Spirit and is in no way 

something negative.  

So what do these texts actually mean? Not to fear God? We will see 

later that this is not the case. I propose that the fear Paul and John are 

referring to is the fear you would experience when a lion or a shark 

would attack you. That is what these texts are referring to. It is the fear 

that something horrific and terrible is going to happen to you. And what 

worse thing can happen to a person than to be eternally condemned and 

sent to hell? If you are not saved, you have reason to fear for your life. 

But if you are born again and a child of God you need not fear God this 

way. But the fact that God will send people to an eternity in hell should 

alarm us to fear God in another sense. People who reject God are in fact 

on their way to hell. They have reason to be terrified of God, because 

they will suffer eternal torment, eternal punishment and eternal 

bondage to their sinful self.  

Nevertheless, Paul did mention knowing the terror of the Lord as the 

motive to persuade men to believe the gospel. Paul said: "For we must 

all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, that each one may receive 

the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether 

good or bad. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade 

men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in 

your conscience.” (II Corinthians 5:10, 11 NKJV). But knowing this 

"terror" or fear drove him to do something positive for God and to obey 

Him. It didn't lead to experiencing torment, punishment or bondage, 

but it turned him to love his neighbor and to move in the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  

So we must conclude that what Paul is saying about not having the 

spirit of fear but sonship refers to another fear than that what Jesus 

described in Matthew 10:28. Jesus explicitly commanded us to fear 
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God. So did the apostles: Paul, Peter and John all spoke of the fear of 

God in a positive sense, as we will see later. There is no contradiction 

here but a sweet paradox. The term “fear” must be qualified. Moreover, 

when John speaks of the fact that perfect love drives out fear, he is not 

speaking about not having the fear of God in your life. If you read that 

verse in context, you will understand that he is talking about not 

fear;ring judgment day and running away from God and enjoying your 

sin because you think God is terrifying and horrible and indifferent and 

not worthy to be worshiped. 

2. What is the fear of God? 

Here follows a few observations from different definitions of “fear” 

from the Hebrew Lexicons and the English language. 

-- Hebrew definition: 'yaw-ray'  

Strong: A primitive root: to fear; morally to revere; causatively to 

frighten: - affright, be (make) afraid, dread (-ful), (put in) fear (-ful, -

fully, -ing). (be had in) reverence (-end), terrible (act, -ness, thing). 

Holiday: shudder, be in awe, hold in deference, reverenced, held in 

honor, be afraid.  We see many times when God appeared to people He 

said to them to not be afraid. But when God stated that he most certainly 

did not mean, lose your respect for Him or don't honor Him, or don't 

worship Him, or do not be in awe of Him! I think four words that come 

closest to the meaning of fear are probably: Respect; reverence; awe 

and dread. Let's look at the variations in meaning.  

--Respect for God. The Oxford dictionary defines respect as having 

deep admiration and esteem for something or someone. To respect God 

means to honor Him. To take heed that God is far superior to human 

beings in every respect and every person on the planet, including any 

living creature. God by far outweighs all our abilities and 

accomplishments put together. He is omnipotent, omnipresent and 

omniscient and incomparable in all His perfections. Only that should 

make us bow down deep before God.  



 69 

--Reverence for God. But not only respecting God but revering Him. 

Reverence according to the Oxford dictionary means to have deep 

respect. So reference goes deeper than respect. God is not only superior 

to us in His abilities to create, think, act and plan but He is morally 

perfect. He is holy and just and good beyond comprehension. He is 

sinless, incorruptible and unchangeable in all His perfections. This 

should make us revere God deeply. It should humble us, again and 

again, to know that God is righteous and good.  

--Awe for God. Awe according to the Oxford dictionary is a 

combination of respect, fear, and wonder. Have you ever been in awe 

because of God because of His creation? The consequence of awe is 

most certainly worship.  

--Dread for God. Dread means to fear greatly according to the Oxford 

dictionary.  So here we have words that try to explain the Hebrew word 

"yaw-ray." Words could not completely describe what emotions we 

should have when we approach God, but it is clear that to fear God 

means to have a sense of deep respect and awe for Him. We will see 

from the Bible that "the fear of God" should result in a behavior change 

and a change in your feelings towards God and the way you think about 

Him. It should involve your whole person as we shall see when we look 

at different Scriptures. 

How does the fear of God look like practically?   

"Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

What man is there who desires life and loves many days, that he may 

see good? Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking 

deceit. Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it" 

(Psalm 34:11-14 ESV). In other words, to fear God includes to turn 

away from sin in all its forms and to pursue peace and what is good. 

The fear of God and repentance are intertwined. You cannot have the 

one without the other. But let's look at more Scriptures. 
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3. Scriptural evidence in Proverbs, Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ecclesiastes, Matthew, Romans, Philippians, 1 Peter and 

Revelation 

 

This is not an exhaustive list, but only selected passages. 

 "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 

wisdom and instruction" (Proverbs 1:7 NKJV).  

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; A good 

understanding have all those who do His commandments. His praise 

endures forever." (Psalms 111:10 NKJV) . 

"The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, and before honor is 

humility." (Proverbs 15:33 NKJV).  

"The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil 

way and the perverse mouth I hate." (Proverbs 8:13 NKJV). 

"The fear of the Lord prolongs days, but the years of the wicked will 

be shortened" (Proverbs 10:27 NKJV). 

"In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence, and His children will 

have a place of refuge" (Proverbs 14:26).  

“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to turn one away from the 

snares of death" (Proverbs 14:27 NKJV). 

"In mercy and truth atonement is provided for iniquity; and by the fear 

of the Lord one departs from evil" (Proverbs 16:6 NKJV). 

"The fear of the Lord leads to life, and he who has it will abide in 

satisfaction; He will not be visited with evil" (Proverbs 19:23 NKJV). 

"Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling" (Psalms 2:11 

NKJV). 

"Who is the man who fears the Lord? Him will he instruct in the way 

that he should choose. His soul shall abide in well-being, and his 

offspring shall inherit the land" (Psalm 25:12, 13 ESV). 

"The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show 

them His covenant" (Psalms 25:14 NKJV). 

"The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, and 

delivers them" (Psalms 34:7 NKJV). 

"Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts 

in Him! Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints! There is no want to those 

who fear Him" (Psalms 34:8-9 NKJV). 
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"Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

Who is the man who desires life, and loves many days, that he may see 

good? Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it" (Psalms 

34:11-14 NKJV).  

"As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear Him" 

(Psalm 103:13).  

"But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those 

who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children" (Psalms 

103:17 NKJV).  
"Blessed is every one who fears the Lord, who walks in His ways. 

When you eat the labor of your hands, you shall be happy, and it shall 

be well with you. Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very heart 

of your house, your children like olive plants all around your table. 

Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears The Lord" (Psalms 

128:1-4 NKJV).  

"If You, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But 

there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared" (Psalms 130:3, 

4 NKJV)  

"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His 

commandments, for this is man’s all. For God will bring every work 

into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil" 

(Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 NKJV). 
"There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 

shall grow out of his roots. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 

might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight is 

in the fear of the Lord, and He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, 

nor decide by the hearing of His ears" (Isaiah 11:1-3 NKJV). 

"They shall be My people, and I will be their God; then I will give them 

one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of 

them and their children after them. And I will make an everlasting 

covenant with them, that I will not turn away from doing them good; 

but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from 

Me" (Jeremiah 32:38-40 NKJV)  

"And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But 

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Do 
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not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows" 

(Matthew 10:28, 31 NKJV). 

"Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off (the Israelites) 

and you (believers in Christ) stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but 

fear" (Romans 11:20 NKJV). 

"Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we 

are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your 

consciences" (II Corinthians 5:11 NKJV). 

"Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 

from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 

of God" (II Corinthians 7:1 NKJV). 

"Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:12 NKJV). 

"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give 

a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 

with meekness and fear" (I Peter 3:15 NKJV). 

"The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, And the time of 

the dead, that they should be judged, and that You should reward Your 

servants the prophets and the saints, and those who fear Your name, 

small and great, and should destroy those who destroy the earth” 

(Revelation 11:18 NKJV). 
"Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the 

everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth— to every 

nation, tribe, tongue, and people— saying with a loud voice, “Fear God 

and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and 

worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of 

water.” (Revelation 14:6, 7 NKJV). 

"They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the 

Lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God 

Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! Who shall 

not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. 

For all nations shall come and worship before You, For Your judgments 

have been manifested” (Revelation 15:3, 4 NKJV). 
Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you 

His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” 

(Revelation 19:5 NKJV). 
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4. The Benefits of having the fear of God. 

Here follows a summary of the benefits of having the fear of God: 

-- You'll gain wisdom and knowledge (Proverbs 1; Ps 111). In Christ, 

we find the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3). The 

Holy Spirit is called the Spirit if wisdom and knowledge (Isaiah 11). 

You'll have a strong confidence (Proverbs 14). God is our confidence. 

You'll have a place of refuge (Proverbs 14). Jesus is our refuge! 

You'll have a fountain of life (Proverbs 14). Jesus is the Fountain of 

Life (John 4:11). It will turn you from the snares of death (Proverbs 

14). It causes repentance. By it, one departs from evil (Proverbs 16). It 

causes repentance. It will lead to life (Proverbs 19). Jesus is the Life. 

(John 14:6). You shall dwell in satisfaction (Proverbs 19). Jesus is our 

satisfaction (John 6:35;7:37). You will not be visited with evil. 

(Proverbs 19). God will protect you. You'll be guided in God's way (Ps 

25). God will show those who have it His covenant (Ps 25). His 

covenant of grace. The new covenant in the blood of Christ. The secret 

of the Lord is with those who fear Him (Ps 25). The angel of the Lord 

encamps those who fear Him and will deliver them (Ps 34). Jesus Christ 

delivers like none can. There is no want for those who fear Him (Ps 34; 

Philippians 4:19) In Christ God will supply all our needs (Matthew 

6:33). The souls of those who have it shall abide in well –being (Ps 25). 

Temporal and spiritual blessings. The offspring of those who have it 

shall inherit the land (Ps 25). Temporal blessings. The Lord pities those 

who fear Him (Ps 103). God's consolation will be experienced. The 

secret of God's counsel and covenant will be revealed to those who fear 

God (Ps 103). The mercy of the Lord will abide forever on those who 

fear God (Ps 103). Those who fear God shall eat the fruit of their labor, 

of their hands, and it will be well with them (Psalm 128). The wife of 

those who fear God will be like a fruitful vine and their children will 

be like olive plants (Ps 128). Because there is forgiveness with God 

only, we should fear God (Ps 130). With fearing God comes the grace 

to hate evil, arrogance and pride (Proverbs 8). Repentance is granted. 

Fearing God will prolong your days on earth (Proverbs 10). The hope 

and expectation of those who fear God will not be cut off. (Proverbs 

23). Eternal life is granted. Fearing God is part of the essence of the 

Spirit of God (Isaiah 11). In other words, by fearing God, you partake 

of the Person of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ's delight is in the fear of 
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God (Isaiah 11). God will delight in you if you have it. God promises 

to give those in the new covenant the fear of God as an eternal reality 

(Jeremiah 32). In other words, you will be a partaker of the Holy Spirit 

and be born again of the Holy Spirit if it owns you. Those who have the 

fear of God will not depart from God (Jeremiah 32). Eternal life and 

perseverance in the faith are consequences for those who have it. Jesus 

commanded us to fear God because God has the power to throw people 

in hell for eternity (Matthew 10:30). Those who fear God will be 

rewarded after Judgement (Rev 11). Rewards in heaven await those 

who fear God. 

5. Conclusion:  

Our text commanded us that we should not envy sinners but remain and 

keep in the fear of the Lord ALL the day. Those who belong to the 

world, Satan, and self, have many times the best of this life. They live 

in luxury and the temptation for Christians is to want the ease and 

comfort and riches they have, but they will not have a good future, 

except they repent and trust in the Savior Jesus Christ. Their hope will 

be cut off, and although they have a comfortable life now, they will 

have a miserable and horrific end. On the other hand, we are 

commanded to be in the fear of The Lord ALL THE DAY. That means 

we should continue in the fear of God all the time. Without it, we would 

not know God. The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom and 

knowledge. And knowledge and wisdom are described as part of the 

Spirit of God in Isaiah 11 and the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 

is found in none other than in Jesus Christ as is written in Colossians 

2:3. So to remain in the fear of God means to abide in Christ Jesus (John 

15:5) and to walk in the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16). The fear of God 

is the beginning of our walk with God, the Spirit of God works it in us, 

and we are converted to God by it influencing our lives, but it is also 

something we must continue in. It is not something for baby Christians 

only. It leads to repentance and faith. It leads to life and the knowledge 

of God and should end in love for God and ultimately in the worship of 

God. If we remain in it, as our text commands us, in other words, if we 

are committed followers of Jesus Christ we can be assured that we will 

have a future, and we will spend the hereafter with God. Our 

expectation in the new heavens and the new earth will not be a dream 
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or fantasy. If we keep in the fear of God, if we remain in Christ we will 

have hope. As our text says our hope shall NOT be cut off. In our own 

strength, it is of course impossible to remain in the fear of God. We are 

weak, depraved and prone to wander, but God gave us the solution. The 

great comfort is that if we take part in the new covenant of God that 

Jesus Christ instituted at the last Supper 2000 years ago and affected 

on Golgotha with His own blood sacrifice, which we receive by 

repentance and faith by the working of the Holy Spirit, the fear of God 

WILL remain in us FOREVER as Jeremiah prophesied. God gave us 

this promise: 

"They shall be My people, and I WILL be their God; then I WILL give 

them one heart and one way, that they may FEAR ME FOREVER, 

for the good of them and their children after them. And I will make an 

everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from doing 

them good; but I WILL put My fear in their hearts so that they WILL 

NOT depart from Me" (Jeremiah 32:38-40 NKJV). 

Therefore: "Let not your heart envy sinners, but continue, (remain) in 

the fear of the Lord all the day. Surely there is a future, and your hope 

will not be cut off" (Proverbs 23:17, 18 ESV). 
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1.8 The goodness of God 

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great 

in mercy. (Psalms 145:8 NKJV) 

The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His 

works. (Psalms 145:9 NKJV) 

Introduction 

I believe that if the world or the sequence of circumstances or Satan 

and his legions or yourself or a theologian or anyone can convince 

you that God is not really, really good, intrinsically good and that 

His tender mercies are not over all His works as the Scriptures reveal 

you have lost a great battle, and you will sooner or later begin to dive 

into sin, embrace sin in your life or be consumed by sin. I've seen 

how people have been devastated when family members try to 

convince other family members because of unemployment or 

apparent suffering or injustice they experience, and say God doesn't 

"care" for them (e.g. in Springs I recently encountered an alcoholic 

with this problem) or even suggest that there is no God because if 

God is good He wouldn't allow "these things" to occur. 

After preaching in 2009, a similar sermon on the topic on the 

goodness of God in Umhlanga, a friend defrauded me and cheated 

me. He never gave the money back he owed me. This incident could 

have convinced me that God is not good because if he was good, this 

thing would not have happened to me. But attributing to God the evil 

and wickedness of man is not good theology, is it? The world and 

Satan will challenge your belief in the goodness of God in various 

circumstances throughout your life, and you must be ready to stand 

firm in God when this happens because it will happen. 

1. What do we mean when we say "God is good." 

Oxford definition: having the right or desirable qualities; 

expedient; morally correct or right, kind; well-behaved; beneficial. 

By saying that God is good we mean God has the best interests at 

heart for all people. To be good means that you always want the best 
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for others. And that involves being just and fair. In other words, if 

God is not just He wouldn't be good, because if God doesn't give 

justice to evil doers and criminals and to those who inflict cruelty on 

others, He would not be looking to the best interests of all people. 

Therefore there must be a judgment day. If wicked, rebellious, God-

haters are not getting justice from God, God wouldn't have the best 

interests of all people in mind and of those who seek to be good. 

In other words, to be good means you seek the best interests of other 

people and that is their salvation. Receiving eternal life and spending 

eternity with God is the best thing in the universe. That is because 

God is the best and most wonderful Person or "thing" in the 

Universe. That is why Jesus Christ had to come to this earth. He 

came so that anyone who believes in Him should nor perish but have 

eternal life (John 3:16). God sent His Son Jesus Christ to this world 

to remove all obstacles, including our sins, our guilt, our 

condemnation, God's wrath and provided forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life so that He can be eternally good to us. Being good also 

includes wanting the best interests for Gods creation, his animals, 

the environment and innocent lives, for generations to come. To be 

good is the opposite of being selfish, self-centered and being 

preoccupied with self. If we say God is good, then we mean that God 

wants to give the best to us, and that is Himself, the abiding Holy 

Spirit.  

Our text reveals that God is good to ALL and that His tender mercies 

are over ALL His works. This is an awesome revelation. That means 

God has the best interests not only of all people in mind, but also the 

best interests of animals and all living creatures and things in mind. 

But is this text an isolated case? What does the rest of Holy Scripture 

reveal? 

2. Scriptural evidence for the goodness of God. 

This is not an exhaustive list, but a few select Scriptures. 

"Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was 

VERY GOOD! So the evening and the morning were the sixth day" 

(Genesis 1:31 NKJV) God made the world very good! 
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‘And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the 

Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in 

GOODNESS and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the 

children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.” (Exodus 

34:6, 7 NKJV). Do you see the link here between the goodness of 

God and His justice? 

"Good and upright is the Lord; Therefore He teaches sinners in the 

way"(Psalms 25:8 NKJV). The goodness of God propels Him to 

help poor sinners like us! 

"Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who 

trusts in Him! Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints! There is no want to 

those who fear Him. The young lions lack and suffer hunger; But 

those who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing" (Psalms 34:8-

10 NKJV). 

"You are good, and do good; teach me Your statutes" (Psalms 

119:68 NKJV). 

"Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; Your Spirit is good. 

Lead me in the land of uprightness "(Psalms 143:10 NKJV). 

"The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His 

works" (Psalms 145:9 NKJV) 

“They shall be My people, and I will be their God; then I will give 

them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the 

good of them and their children after them. And I will make an 

everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from doing 

them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not 

depart from Me. Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and 

I will assuredly plant them in this land, with all My heart and with 

all My soul.’ (Jeremiah 32:38-41 NKJV). In this text, we see that the 

goodness of God will never end for those who are in the new 

covenant, united to Jesus Christ through His shed blood. 
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Jesus said: "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who 

curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who 

spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your 

Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the 

good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust" (Matthew 5:44, 

45 NKJV). God remains good to good and evil people regardless of 

how they treat Him. 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 

it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he 

who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or what 

man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him 

a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you 

then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to 

those who ask Him!" (Matthew 7:7-11 NKJV). 

"Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 

long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 

repentance?" (Romans 2:4 NKJV). 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, self-control" (Galatians 5:22 

NKJV). 

"Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 

the first earth, had passed away. Also, there was no more sea. Then 

I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And 

I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of 

God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 

people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God 

will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 

death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the 

former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-4 NKJV). We 

see the full unleashing of the goodness of God in the new heavens 

and the new earth where the people of God will only experience the 

blessing, love, and goodness of God.  
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The Miracles of Jesus Christ demonstrated the goodness of God. The 

exorcisms, the healing miracles, and other miracles demonstrated 

the goodness of God towards the people of Israel. 

God is good to those who hate Him, despise Him and turn their backs 

on Him. But only for a season. There will come a time for the 

unbeliever that the goodness of God will be detracted. Now is the 

time of grace. As Isaiah the prophet said: "Seek the Lord while He 

may be found, Call upon Him while He is near." (Isaiah 55:6 NKJV). 

"Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today if you will hear His 

voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of trial 

in the wilderness” (Hebrews 3:7, 8 NKJV). Today is the day of 

salvation!  

God even gives the sinner his wages as Proverbs tells us. God cares 

for all. Not only for human beings. Plants, insects, birds, fish, 

animals, reptiles and amphibians experience the goodness of God 

although they don't have consciousness like us. Everything created 

is there for a purpose, and God sustains all things on earth for the 

good of his people. Every living thing on earth is being taken care 

off by God. God's tender mercies are over all his works. 

3.Two reasons people believe that God is not really good. 

I believe one of the biggest reasons people don't believe in God or 

God's goodness is because when they see injustice, suffering, 

cruelty, crime, wars and natural disasters like famines, floods, 

earthquakes, tornadoes, cyclones, etc. in the world, they can't 

reconcile it with a good God. But the Bible gives us the reason for 

all these things, and that is the fall of man, which modern man deny.  

The fall of mankind and the subsequent curse that it brought on 

humanity and the impartation of our sinful natures through the ages 

and from generation to generation via Adam and Eve is the reason 

why we see suffering and so much evil in the world (Romans 5:11-

21). The fault is not with God. God gave creation over to corruption 

as Romans 8:19,20 says, but for a time. "For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him, who 

subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered 
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from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 

children of God” (Romans 8:20, 21 NKJV). This evil world will be 

liberated one day! So if people deny the historical fall of mankind 

the result in many cases will be the denial of and disbelief in the 

goodness of God. Ironically, many people who disbelieve in the 

existence of God or the goodness of God believes in the inherent 

goodness of man!! The Bible emphatically teaches, on the other 

hand, the depravity of mankind, of all mankind! "For all have sinned 

and fallen short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). "As it is 

written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who 

understands; There is none who seeks after God. They have all 

turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none 

who does good, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10-12 NKJV). The finger 

should not be pointed at God for our corporate misery, but to 

ourselves! 

Another reason people deny the goodness of God is because of 

personal suffering or disappointment e.x. Divorce, the death of a 

loved one, extreme suffering someone may be experiencing e.x. 

Cancer, Aids, etc. They would point the fist to God and say: "Why 

me God? Why did you do this to me? As if God is the primary cause 

of the evil, cruelty, and suffering in the world! Many people who 

experience these things become embittered against God instead of 

seeking God and getting comfort from God and deepening their 

relationship with God. Does this describe you, friend? Are you 

embittered against God? 

4.What will probably happen if you believe God is unjust or 

not intrinsically good? 

-- You will probably not worship God or serve Him. Who wants a 

God that is evil and cruel and that delights in people's destruction 

and pain? If you believe God is cruel or evil in any way you won't 

worship Him, although some people worship the devil.  

-- You will probably start accusing God when things don't turn out 

your way or when you experience suffering, or when you see 

suffering that other human beings may experience like natural 

disasters in the world. You will be like a little child throwing 
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tantrums when he/she can't get the sweets or the toys he/she wants. 

You may even be on the lookout to find "evidence" all around you 

that prove that God is not good. You will probably have a vendetta 

against God and His people. You will persecute Christians and insult 

them for being stupid, intolerant, old school, stuck up, old fashioned, 

etc. 

-- You will probably go your own sinful way and seek for answers 

for philosophical dilemmas (e.x. Origins, Morality, Justice, destiny, 

meaning in life, the existence of personality, etc.), not in the Bible 

but elsewhere. E.x in false religions or the evolution theory or the 

occult or the New Age Movement or Hedonism or Nihilism. 

-- You may even forsake God and become an agnostic or an atheist 

or a Buddhist. But where will you end? With bitterness and hatred 

against God, you will live for sinful pleasure and sin, and you will 

eventually end up in hell. The place of Gods eternal judgment and 

justice. But friend this doesn't have to describe your life! You still 

have time to turn to God if you read this. 

6. What will be the result if you do believe that God is 

intrinsically good? Good to all? 

 

 You will most assuredly trust God that He has a plan when things 

go tough and rough. The suffering and sickness and evil in the 

world will make sense to you, (although the existence of it, is 

madness in a way) because God ordained it to be there according 

to the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:10), although it is against 

His moral will. 

 You will most assuredly believe the truth and trustworthiness and 

reliability of the Bible and what it affirms about creation, the fall 

and why the world is what it is. 

 You will most assuredly believe Romans 8:28 "God works ALL 

things for the good for those who love Him and are called 

according to His purpose." You will believe that there is purpose 

in your own personal suffering. You will believe that God uses 

suffering for His glory and wise purposes (See 2 Corinthians 1:2-

11). 
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 You will believe that in the end God will win, and goodness will 

triumph. You will believe that the new heaven and the new earth 

is real because you trust in the word of God. 

 You will most assuredly repent of your sins and follow Jesus 

Christ. You will love God in spite of trouble, sorrow, tribulation 

and suffering you might experience. 

 You will most definitely love God, worship God and admire Him. 

God will be your treasure. You will follow Him with your life. 

You will take risks for Him to extend His kingdom. You will do 

what He tells you to do because you trust in Him. 

Meditate on theses verses: God is good to ALL, and His tender 

mercies are over ALL His works! (Psalm 145:9). But this 

goodness is only for a time if you don't believe in Jesus Christ as 

your personal Savior and Lord. But for those who believe in Jesus 

Christ, the goodness of God will never end. As God said in Jeremiah 

32:39,40 "And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I 

will not turn away from doing them good; but I will put My fear in 

their hearts so that they will not depart from Me. Yes, I will rejoice 

over them to do them good". 

Have you found the goodness of God in the new and everlasting 

Covenant? Have you found the goodness of God as a living reality 

in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit? Today is the day of salvation! 

Come to Jesus and bask in the blessing of God's goodness in Christ 

Jesus the Lord! 
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1.9 The Armor of God 

The Armor of God and how to succeed in spiritual warfare: 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on 

the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the 

schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 

over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand 

firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having 

put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, 

having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all 

circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 

all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all 

times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep 

alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and 

also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly 

to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in 

chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. ( snaisehpE  

6: 02-01  ESV). 

Introduction 

We live in an age where it is all too clear that we have an enemy that 

deceives, steals, kills and destroys (John 10:10). We all have 

experienced what it means to be under spiritual attack. Some people 

don't realize that they are under attack because they don't realize that 

they have been deceived. But it is clear from the passage that we just 

read that our main enemy is not other people, even evil people, but our 

warfare is against the evil spirits in the air. Just the past year I have 

heard some strange stories of people who were demonically possessed 

and people who have suffered under the attacks of Satan. We should 

never underestimate the power and influence of Satan and his hosts, but 

on the other hand, we should never overestimate Satan and his agents. 

Jesus said in Matthew 28:18 "All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given unto Me... Go, therefore. Satan and evil are mighty, but God 
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is almighty. Satan and the evil spirits are powerful, but God is all-

powerful. 

If we look at the book of Ephesians, we see that there is a progression 

in the spiritual life. A few years back I read a book of Watchman Née 

called "Sit, walk, stand." It was an exposition of the book Ephesians, 

and I will by memory relate some of the things I have learned in that 

book and which I believe the apostle Paul by the Holy Spirit wanted to 

convey to all believers as well. The first book I studied as a Christian 

was a book by Bennie Mostert called "Spiritual Warfare" 20 years ago 

and I can still remember many things in that book as well. He taught 

me to memorize the armor of God, and I would urge you to do the same 

for your own spiritual progress. These two books made a huge impact 

in my life as a young Christian. 

When it comes to spiritual warfare, we know that theory doesn't help 

only. We need to experience the victory of Christ from day to day and 

from hour to hour. We as human beings are in a battle. A battle for our 

souls. A battle between life and death. A battle between good and evil. 

A battle between salvation and damnation, a battle between sin and 

righteousness, a battle between doubt and faith in God and a battle 

between lies and deception and the truth. 

I will look at the following points in this study: 

1) Sit and walk before you can stand! 

2) Put on the Full Armor of God to be successful in spiritua l 

warfare.  

3) The Elements of the Armor of God 

1) Sit and walk before you can stand! 

In Ephesians 2:4-6 Paul wrote the following: "But God, who is rich in 

mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 

we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit 

together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, (Ephesians 2:4-6 

NKJV) 

Ephesians was written to believers in Christ. Those who have been 

made alive in Christ. Before we as Christians can stand against the 
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enemy, Satan, and evil spirits, we must sit with God in the heavenly 

places. What do we mean by that? We as human beings in our own 

strength are not strong enough to win ANY battle against Satan. But 

Christ Jesus has overcome Satan. He conquered Satan by His perfect 

life and perfect death 2000 years ago. Colossians 2:15 states that God 

disarmed principalities and powers and made an open spectacle of them 

when He hung on the cross for us. Jesus triumphed over Satan because 

He never sinned until He died. Hebrews 2:14 tells us that the devil had 

power over death because he catapulted the human race into death by 

deceiving the first man and women to sin in the garden of Eden. But 

because Jesus, the second Adam came and never sinned and fulfilled 

the righteousness of the law, (Romans 8:3,4) He took the power the 

devil had over death back and thereby demolished the power of Satan, 

sins, death, and hell forever. 

The Bible states that the same power that God wrought in Christ when 

He raised Him from the dead is working in us who believe (Ephesians 

1:19-21). If we repent of our sins and trust in Jesus Christ as our only 

Savior and Lord, if we believe that Jesus Christ died as our substitute 

to pay for our sins and that He rose from the dead for our justification, 

God will save us. If we have trusted in Jesus Christ as our Savior and 

King, then we have been born of the Holy Spirit, born from above. We 

are then Gods children (John 1:12,13). If we have been united to Jesus 

Christ by the Holy Spirit we "sit" spiritually in heavenly places! That 

is our privileged, spiritual position. That is so because Jesus is seated 

in heavenly places and if we are united to Him we "sit" there as well. 

If we have been united with Christ by faith, heaven is our home, and 

we are then citizens of a heavenly kingdom. As Paul said in Philippians 

chapter three: "Our citizenship is in heaven." We have then a position 

of authority that surpasses that of the devil and his demons (Ephesians 

1:20-22). If we have sat with God in heaven, we will have victory over 

Satan and ONLY then! Somebody who attempts to gain the victory 

over evil without being born of the Holy Spirit will always fail. He 

cannot be successful against Satan because he still belongs to Satan and 

the kingdom of darkness. He is then still a child of Gods wrath 

(Ephesians 2:1-3) and seated, if you will, in spiritual darkness. 
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But before we can stand against the schemes of Satan we have to 

experience something else first. And that is walking in the Spirit. Let's 

look at two sections of the book of Ephesians.  

"I (Paul) therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 

worthy of the calling with which you were called” (Ephesians 4:1 

NKJV). 

"Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as 

Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 

sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma" (Ephesians 5:1, 2 NKJV).  

Some Christians are born of the Spirit, but they don't walk in the Spirit. 

That means their lives have not been put under the control of the Holy 

Spirit. Galatians 5:16 says "walk in the Spirit then you will never fulfill 

the lusts (or desires) of the flesh." If we walk according to the flesh, we 

will suffer defeat after defeat in spiritual warfare. Sin will overpower 

us frequently, and we will suffer many unnecessary things. Although 

all Christians will suffer in this world (Acts 14:22) there is a kind of 

suffering that we can avoid as Christians. If we walk after the flesh and 

after the dictates of our flesh it may be an indication that we have not 

sat with Christ in heavenly places. It may be an indication that we are 

not born again. But it can also be an indication that we have lost our 

first love and that we are in a backslidden state (Revelation 2:1-7). May 

God have mercy on us if we have been born again and still love the 

things and sinful activities of the world. May God grant you mercy if 

you are one of those. The fact is that God's desire is that we walk in 

love, that we walk in the Holy Spirit, that we walk in holiness and in a 

way worthy of the calling which He has called us with. As Christians, 

we are called to follow Jesus Christ, to deny ourselves and to take up 

our crosses (Matthew 16:24). Only after we have truly sat with God in 

heavely places and only after we have begun to walk in the Holy Spirit 

will we experience success in our battles against Satan. We will only 

be successful in this spiritual battle after we have experienced the 

redemption of Christ Jesus, confessed our sins to Him, repented of our 

sins and trusted in Christ as our only Savior and Lord. In submission to 

Jesus Christ as Lord, we will gain the victory. 
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2) Put on the Full Armor of God to be successful in spiritua l 

warfare.  

 

Now we turn to our text. Paul repeats the fact that we have to stand 

against the devil and his hosts three times (verse 11,12,13). "Having 

done all, stand..stand therefore..but in conjunction with this command 

he says twice, "put on the full armor of God.” Brothers and sisters, 

without putting on the full Armor of God it is impossible to have 

progressive success in our battles against evil and evil spirits. Like in 

any battle, there are setbacks, but the secret to have successive victory 

is like Psalm 91 states: "to abide in the secret place of the Allmighty", 

and I understand that to mean, to put on the FULL ARMOR of God. 

We will see that the Full Armor of God relates to the Work and Person 

of Jesus Christ in all it's facets. That is why we find that in Romans 

13:14, Paul states: "But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts” (Romans 13:14 NKJV). To 

put on the Full Armor of God means to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. It 

means to have union with Him. It means to abide in Him (John 15:5) 

and to draw strength from Him. Ephesians 6:10 starts with "be strong 

in the Lord and in the power of His might." This text reiterates what we 

have said earlier. Sitting with Christ and walking in the Spirit makes 

you strong in God. We now turn to the different elements of the Armor 

of God. Every element is important, and it will go well with us if we 

make sure that all these elements have taken root in our lives. 

In the olden days, in Jesus' time when soldiers went out to battle they 

put on an armor to protect themselves against the enemy. A soldier 

would have been useless if he had a sword but not a helmet or a shield. 

Also, what would it have helped a soldier in warfare if he had a shield 

and good shoes and a belt but not a sword? All the elements of the 

armor were essential to have success in the battle against an enemy. So 

if we want to be effective and successful in battle in Gods army let us 

take heed and put on the FULL Armor of God. Then we will be able to 

withstand the enemy and then we will be able to conquer. 

3) The Elements of the Armor of God 

The first element is the belt of truth. A belt in olden days was 

essential to make a soldier agile, fast and unburdened in battle. To gird 
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your waist meant to take any hindrance away that would hinder you to 

be effective in warfare. In olden days soldiers didn't have trousers. They 

wore a one piece garment which went to the knees and below. The belt 

was used to tuck in the garment so that the soldier could be agile and 

move freely without hindrance. Now Paul applies this to believers and 

He commands: put on the belt of truth. We should be lovers of the 

truth. In John 14:6 Jesus said: "I am the way the truth and the life..." 

The Holy Spirit is also called the Spirit of truth (John 14:17). "Your 

righteousness is righteous forever, and your law is true. But you are 

near, O Lord, and all your commandments are true" (Psalm 911 :  ,241

151  ESV). The law of God is the truth showing us the holy character of 

God. In it, we see our own corruption. And the church of God is called 

the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15). The word of God is 

also likened to the truth in John 17:17. So to put on the truth means to 

put on Jesus Christ. It means you are united to the Spirit of God and to 

the church of God. It means you are changed by the word of God. It 

means you have confessed your sins to God because 1 John 1:8-10 says 

that if we say we have not sinned we lie, and the truth is not in us. To 

put on the belt of truth means you have come to see yourself in the light 

of God's law and character. It means you have come to see your 

depraved and wicked heart in the light of who God is. It means you 

have confesses and forsaken the lies and deceit of your former life. In 

Psalm 51:6 David cried out to God and said: "Behold, you delight in 

truth in the inward being.." ( mlasP  15 :6 ESV). To put on the belt of 

truth means you have come to know the truth, love the truth, speak the 

truth and live the truth. It means you have confessed your 

unrighteousness to God and taken Jesus to be Your guide and life. 

The second element is righteousness. We are commanded to put on 

the breastplate of righteousness. A breastplate for a soldier was meant 

to protect himself against the spears and arrows or any weapon of war. 

It served as protection for the heart and vital organs of the body. If the 

heart or lung were pierced, it would mean possible death for the soldier 

in battle. The righteousness we must put on is not our own 

righteousness. Isaiah 64:6 says that our own righteousness is like filthy 

rags in God's sight. Our good deeds and righteousness don't count 

firstly in the battle against evil. Our righteousness doesn't justify us 

before God. Romans 1:16,17 says it so wonderfully as do the whole 
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book of Romans (Romans 3:24-27; 9:30-33; 10:1-4). "For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 

for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For 

in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 

written, “The just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:16, 17 NKJV). The 

revealed righteousness of Christ Jesus is what we need. 

The righteousness of Jesus Christ imputed to us saves us from the wrath 

to come. Christ's perfect obedience to the law obtained and fulfilled all 

righteousness, and he gives it to believers so that they can stand 

blameless in Gods court of justice. If we have sinned once we would 

have a flawed and imperfect righteousness. But when we trust in Christ 

Jesus as our Savior and Lord He gives us His righteousness (perfection, 

sinlessness) and our sins are accounted to him. Our sins are what He 

bore on the cross. The debt of our sins was paid in full, and the wrath 

of God was borne on the cross because Jesus fulfilled all righteousness. 

If we are clothed in Christ's perfection and righteousness, we have  

solid protection against judgment day. With that foundation deeds and 

acts of righteousness will flow powerfully and freely by the presence 

and power of the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 5:21 states that Christ is 

our righteousness. The more we realize how awesome His 

righteousness is, and rest in His righteousness, and know that God has 

given it to us freely, the more we will show His goodness, kindness and 

love to all around us by the Indwelling Holy Spirit. Putting on the 

breastplate of righteousness also means you hunger and thirst for acts 

of righteousness and to see it flourish in society (Matthew 5:6). Putting 

on the breastplate doesn't stop with the imputed righteousness of Christ, 

or the imparted righteousness of the abiding Holy Spirit, but follows in 

acts of righteousness. As Psalm 23 states: "You lead me in PATHS of 

righteousness for Your Name sake." Have you given your bodies as 

instruments of righteousness for the glory of Jesus Christ? 

Thirdly we have as feet shod the preparation (or readiness) of the 

gospel of peace. Without feet we can go nowhere, and a soldier will be 

useless. This element shows us that in this spiritual war we should go 

on the offensive. There are times where we will have to defend truth in 

argument and so forth. But as the Bible says "the gospel is the power 

of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16) and "God has chosen the 

foolishness of preaching to save those who believe” (1 Corinthians 
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1:21). The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the message that we have to run 

with. It is the GOSPEL that will save people, and we know what the 

gospel is. In a nutshell: God sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ to 

this earth, to live a sinless life and fulfill all righteousness, died in our 

place as our Substitute, bearing the wrath of God for sin, satisfying His 

justice and reconciled us to God. And after three days He rose from the 

dead, conquering sin, Satan, death and hell and provided forgiveness of 

sins, the gift of eternal life and the gift of the Holy Spirit for all those 

who will repent of their sin and receive Jesus Christ as their only Lord, 

Savior and treasure of Righteousness. The question is: are you prepared 

to share this gospel? Are you always ready to proclaim this good news 

to all around you? The "readiness" is part of the Armor of God. If you 

only sit back in the comfort of your home always, you are disobeying 

God! God calls us to share the gospel and always to be ready to share 

the hope that is within us (1 Peter 3:15). "Gospel" means "good news" 

in Greek. Believers have the good news that can change people's lives. 

Have your feet been made ready with this gospel of peace? This gospel 

and this gospel only will give lasting peace. Peace between you and 

God. Jesus is called the Prince of Peace in Isaiah 9:6,7 and is the 

substance of the gospel. 

Fourthly: "taking up the shield of faith whereby you will be able to 

quench and extinguish the fiery and flaming darts of the evil one".  

In any battle, there will be attacks, darts, fiery darts trying to 

undermine, discourage and destroy you. One of Satan's main weapons 

is sowing doubt in your heart. Doubt about the authority of the Bible. 

Doubts about the reliability of the Bible. Doubts about the 

trustworthiness of the Word of God. Doubts about the sufficiency of 

the word of God. Doubts about the genuineness of your conversion and 

salvation. Doubts about the fact that you are a child of God and whether 

you and born of the Holy Spirit. Doubts are not all bad, because it can 

lead to greater confidence in God and in His word. But it can also lead 

you to forsake God or backslide. In the garden of Eden Satan planted 

in Adam and Eve the seeds of doubt...Satan asked: "Did God really 

say? (Genesis 3:1) And that lead to their fall and rebellion. The doubt 

lead to sin, and that is should make us careful. 1 Peter 1:3-11 speaks 

about the trying of our faith that is more precious than gold. Our faith 

will be tested and tried by doubts, but if we stand the test of time and 



 92 

affliction and doubts, our faith will be found as precious as gold. 

Romans 10:17 says that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word 

of God. As we listen to the Word, as we read and meditate on the Word 

of God (Psalm 1:1-4) and upon the promises of God and apply it to our 

lives and stand on it, our faith will grow, and we will become strong. 

By faith, we will be able to quench the fiery darts of the enemy. Satan 

and his hosts will throw doubts at us of various kinds, and we have to 

use our shield to protect us from his attacks. We must remember: 

although we have to fight the good fight of faith, faith in God is 

essentially a gift from God. It is something God gives us and not 

something we earn (Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 3:24,27). We can never 

boast about our salvation or the gift of saving faith. But having received 

faith from God we should use it in the battle to protect us, as a soldier 

would use his shield. 

Fifthly: "And take the Helmet of Salvation" 

A helmet was used to protect the head and brain which is essential to 

the human existence. In a battle, it is even more essential, because a 

helmet can prevent you from being struck, and it can prevent a blow 

that could cause your physical death. Psalm 27:1 states: "The Lord is 

the my light and my salvation." By putting on the helmet of salvation 

we are not only putting on an experience of salvation, but a Person, 

Jesus Christ. He is our Salvation. He has become our wisdom, our 

righteousness, our sanctification and our redemption (1 Corinthians 

1:30). Without Christ, we are lost and damned and hell-bound. Jesus 

came to save us from our sins and the wrath of God (Romans 5:9; 1 

Thessalonians 1:10). He came to save us from eternal punishment. The 

scriptures divide salvation into three parts: Justification, sanctification, 

and glorification. And in Christ we have, are having and will have all 

of these. Justification happened when we first believed in Christ. 

Justification deals with our past sins. Our sins were forgiven by faith, 

and we were found not guilty in God's Courtroom by Jesus acting as 

our Substitute and Advocate. Sanctification deals with our conformity 

into Christlikeness. We are being saved from the power and slavery of 

sins daily and will until the day we die. It is a process. Glorification 

deals with our body. If we are believers in Christ Jesus, we will receive 

a glorified body (Philippians 3:20,21) one day and be freed from the 

presence of sin. Glorification is coming. Sanctification is going on now 
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for the believer and justification is something that happened in the past. 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 says that human beings consist of three things: a 

soul, a spirit, and a body. Or to put it in other words. Our spirits have 

been saved, made alive, (refers to being born again), our souls are being 

saved from the power of sin (sanctification) and our body will be saved 

from the presence of sins (glorification).  

Although we have salvation already, we also look to future salvation. 

It is written in 1 Thessalonians 5:8, "But let us who are of the day be 

sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the 

hope of salvation.” Let us hold on to what God has already given us 

(Revelation 2:25). Let us not fall again into the things He has delivered 

us from! Let us go forward into battle! 

And lastly "take the Sword of the Spirit which is the word of God". 

The shoes as readiness for the gospel of peace and the sword of the 

Spirit go hand in hand because the gospel of peace is part and parcel of 

the Word of God. Hebrews 4:12 says: "For the word of God is living 

and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 

the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12 

NKJV). The word of God has the power to change lives. And this is the 

word "rhema” in Greek, meaning the word that is spoken in season 

according to the will of God at the right time. We have all experienced 

how someone has spoken the word of God to us that we just needed at 

that time. But it also refers to the spoken word of God. Jesus said you 

are clean by the word He has spoken to you (John 15:3) and that He is 

washing us by the word of God (Ephesians 5:26) and that His words 

are spirit and life (John 6:63). People are born again by the 

incorruptible Word of God (1 Peter 1:21-23), and faith comes by 

hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17). By using the word of God, 

we are being used by God to pierce the darkness and to advance the 

kingdom of God. The Word of God is the sword of the Spirit. The Word 

of God brings light into souls bound by the forces of darkness. Listen 

how Paul connects, Christ, the Word of God which he calls "the word 

of truth" with the gospel of our salvation, faith and the Holy Spirit in 

Ephesians 1:12:"In him (Christ) you also, when you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 
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with the promised Holy Spirit" ( snaisehpE  1: 31  ESV). It is essential for 

believers that we know the Word of God and meditate on it day and 

night (Psalm 1:1-4). There is great blessing when we know and obey 

the word of God (Joshua 1:8-10). God promises us that His Word will 

never turn to Him void. "So shall My word be that goes forth from My 

mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I 

please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11 

NKJV). Jesus said "The heavens and the earth will pass away, but My 

word will never pass away" Matthew 24:35. And Jesus also said that 

He will judge the world in righteousness. His word will judge the living 

and the dead. "His word is forever settled in heaven" (Psalm 119:89). 

Jesus also said: "We shall not only live by bread alone but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4). When Jesus 

was tempted by Satan in the desert after He fasted for 40 days, He 

declared "it is written" every time He was tempted. If Jesus quoted 

Scripture to defend Himself how much more we who are weighed down 

by a sinful nature! By knowing, obeying, believing in and using the 

word of God we are sure to advance against every attack from Satan. 

The word of God is our fortress and our sword. 

When we use the word of God as the Sword of Spirit, as we walk in the 

Spirit, we will advance in the spiritual battle against Satan. But we have 

to do it as we pray and as we are submitted to God and as we are being 

controlled by the Holy Spirit. Paul ends this passage by saying that as 

we use the word of God, we must pray in the Spirit with supplication 

for all the saints. When we pray for the saints, we are to do so in the 

Spirit. The Holy Spirit gave the word of God (2 Timothy 3:16) and 

therefore it is fitting to pray in the Holy Spirit while handling the word 

of God. Only by reliance and dependence on the Holy Spirit will be 

effective and victorious in the battle against the flesh, sin, Satan and the 

evil spirits. 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 says: "For though we walk in the flesh, 

we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare 

are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting 

down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 

knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 

obedience of Christ” (II Corinthians 10:3-5 NKJV). 

Therefore, in conclusion, as we sit with God in heavenly places, united 

to Christ Jesus by faith, clothed in His righteousness, and as we walk 
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in the Spirit, let us take up the Full Armor of God and stand against the 

evil one. Let us put on the Lord Jesus Christ. We will have to go through 

many tribulations and suffering as the Scripture tells us in Acts 14:22 

but Lo, the lion of Juda, the Lamb of God has conquered and stands in 

victory. He had won the decisive victory on Calvary when He spilled 

His own blood as a perfect, sinless, atoning sacrifice. As Revelation 

12:11 says: "we HAVE OVERCOME by the blood of the Lamb, by the 

word of our testimony, and we did not love our lives unto death." May 

this be true in our lives as we venture into the battleground of the world 

from day to day. May we rely on God and abide in Christ as we battle, 

knowing: "the battle belongs to the Lord!" (2 Chronicles 20:15). Jesus 

Christ has overcome, and all authority in heaven and on earth belongs 

to Him! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.10 The glory of God 
 



 96 

The Lord has entered into His glory! Has His glory entered into you? 

Psalm 24 

1) The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those 

who dwell therein, l 

2) for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 

3) Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his 

holy place?   

4) He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his 

soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.  

5) He will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the 

God of his salvation.  

6) Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of 

the God of Jacob. Selah   

7) Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that 

the King of glory may come in.  

8) Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, 

mighty in battle!   

9) Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient (everlasting) 

doors, that the King of glory may come in.  

10) Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of 

glory! Selah ( mlasP  42 : 01-1  ESV) 

Introduction 

 

-- God owns the earth and it's fullness as Psalm 24:1 states: "The earth 

is the Lord's and the fullness thereof". And God also owns all people 

that ever lived in a sense: "..the world and those who dwell therein" 

(Genesis 14). After Abraham had rescued Lot from the kings of Sodom, 

Melchizedek came to him. "And Melchizedek king of Salem brought 

out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) And he blessed 

him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of 

heaven and earth” ( siseneG  41 : 91-81  ESV). As one theologian once 

said: "there is not one hairbreadth or centimeter on this earth that does 
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not belong to God.” The devil doesn't own this earth, or it's people, 

BUT as the Scripture teaches:"the whole world (that is the sinful world) 

lies in the sway of the evil one" (1 John 5:19) and "everything in the 

world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life is 

not of God" (1 John 2:15-17).  

But in Matthew 28:18 the following is written after Jesus rose from the 

dead and before He ascended into heaven: "And Jesus came and said to 

them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me" 

( wehttaM  82 : 81  ESV). 

And the prophet Habakkuk declared way back before the incarnation 

of God, “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 

the Lord as the waters cover the sea" ( kukkabaH  2: 41  ESV). Although 

the earth is and will be filled with the glory of God as the waters covers 

the sea (Habakkuk 2:14) not all people are entering into His saving, 

glorious presence. God is not far from any of us (Acts 17:24-28). As 

Paul said at Athens to the heathen philosophers: "The God who made 

the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 

and breath and everything. And he made from one man every nation of 

mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted 

periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should 

seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he 

is actually not far from each one of us, for “In him, we live and move 

and have our being’ ( stcA  71 : 82-42  ESV). 

Even though God owns all people, not all people are His own people. 

Not all people are part of His elect people. Not all people are His 

adopted, born again children! It is remarkable that some people claim 

that God is the Father of all people. In the sense of God being the 

Creator of all, He is everyone's Father, but in the sense of people being 

born again of the Holy Spirit, God is definitely not the Father of all 

people. Only SOME people will be able to stand in His holy place. John 

1:12,13 states: "But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not 

of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God" 

( nhoJ  1: 31-21  ESV). Only SOME will be able to ascend the hill of the 
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Lord. Is that someone you friend? Are you one of those who will be 

able to stand in His holy presence? Or will you be cast away? Those 

people who aren't born again will be cast away in the fire and suffer 

eternal punishment. Jesus said in Matthew 13:47-49: "“Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and 

sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 

So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 

the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In 

that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth" ( wehttaM  

31 : 05-74  ESV). Not all people will remain in God's merciful, gracious 

presence. Or if you will, many will experience God's wrath for all 

eternity.  

This message can be divided into three parts. First we are going to look 

at God's glory in the past, secondly, God's glory in the present and 

thirdly, God's glory in the future. Firstly we are going to look at how 

people entered the glory of God in Old Testament times, secondly, how 

people enter God's glory now and thirdly how people will enter into the 

glory of God in the future and then we will conclude. 

1) Past glory. Those who entered the hill of God in the past (What 

God requires?) 

- King David most probably wrote this Psalm. As we know, Jerusalem 

was and is built on a hill. When David speaks about the hill in this 

Psalm, he is probably referring to where the ark of the covenant was 

situated in Jerusalem. You will remember that King David was not 

allowed to build the temple because God prohibited him because he 

shed too much blood, but that his son Solomon was appointed to build 

the temple. But the Ark of the Covenant was there in Jerusalem in 

David's lifetime. And they sacrificed animals in his lifetime. Only 

priests and Levites could enter the holy place. They were appointed by 

God to minister in His temple or tabernacle. They were commanded to 

bring animal sacrifices for sins. The animal sacrifices made atonement 

for their sins, or more correctly the animal sacrifices were only shadows 

and types of the Saviors blood that only could make atonement. The 

tabernacle in the desert and where the Ark of the Covenant rested in the 

temple were known for the place where God's glory rested e.g. Moses 
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in the desert. We know how God communed with Moses face to face 

in the wilderness and that when Moses came down from the mountain 

of Sinai after God gave him the Ten Commandments, the people 

couldn't look at his face because of the glory of God. God gave the 

Israelites the sacrificial ordinances in the desert. The glory of God was 

clearly seen by the Israelites in the wilderness by the pillar of cloud 

during the day and the pillar of fire during the night, which led them 

through the desert for 40 years. We regularly see in the Old Testament 

after animal sacrifices were offered that the glory of God came down. 

When Solomon sacrificed animals at the dedication of the temple in 

Jerusalem, the glory of God was so dense or thick that the priests 

couldn't enter the temple (2 Chronicles 6,7).  

But David probably referred to something else in this Psalm when He 

referred to the hill of The Lord. David was anointed as King by the 

prophet Samuel. And the Holy Spirit regularly came upon him as the 

book of Samuel tells us. When he played on the harp before King Saul, 

the evil spirit departed from Saul. The Spirit of God was working 

through David because he was anointed to be King. The law given 

through Moses required: "if you keep all the commandments, you shall 

live." Or "Do and live." If you do what is written in the Law of Moses, 

then God's blessing would be upon you. God's favor would be upon 

you IF you obeyed the laws. However, David had intimate relations 

with God apart from keeping all God's commandments perfectly. David 

also knew that God required a practical holiness for God to abide in 

him. We know this from many of the Psalms he wrote like Psalm 15 

and Psalm 24. 

--David also prophesied numerous times of the coming Messiah (Psalm 

16;22;40;41;110), although he probably didn't understand everything 

he wrote down. David was looking forward to a future with God as 

well, and He knew Gods standards were high. He knew God required 

holiness. He knew God required clean hands and a pure heart (verse 4). 

He knew God required worshipping Him alone (verse 4). He was aware 

that God required truthfulness (verse 4) and that a man should keep His 

promises and vows (verse 4). But no Israelite could keep all these laws 

in their own power; that was certain. No one was without sin. Even 

Solomon knew this: in Proverbs he wrote: "Who can say, “I have made 

my heart pure; I am clean from my sin”? ( sbrevorP  02 :9 ESV). In 
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Solomon's prayer at the dedication of the temple he said: "If they 

(referring to Israel) sin against you—(for there is no one who does not 

sin) -- and you are angry with them and give them to an enemy, so that 

they are carried away captive to a land far or near......and they repent 

with heart and soul....... then hear from heaven your dwelling place their 

prayer and their pleas, and maintain their cause and forgive your people 

who have sinned against you” ( selcinorhC 2  6: 93,63  ESV). 

Those who entered God's glory in the Old Testament times entered 

trusting on the promises, and the prophecies of the Messiah and the 

offerings of animals prefiguring the sacrifice of Christ. The Israelites 

knew that God was a holy God and required holiness:  

In Leviticus God commanded: "Be holy as I am holy." And Psalm 15 

reads: "O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall dwell on 

your holy hill? He who walks blamelessly and does what is right and 

speaks truth in his heart; who does not slander with his tongue and does 

no evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend; in 

whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who fear 

the Lord; who swears to his own hurt and does not change; who does 

not put out his money at interest and does not take a bribe against the 

innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved" ( mlasP  51 : -1

5 ESV). God required perfection of his people. And David knew this. 

-- The people in the Old Testament only experienced a shadow of the 

fullness of the glory of God. As Paul said in the letter to the Corinthians; 

"For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of 

righteousness must far exceed it in glory"(2 Corinthians 3:9 ESV). The 

Israelites entered the glory and hill of God only through the animal 

sacrifices prefiguring the atonement of sins through Christ and through 

believing in the promises and prophecies of God regarding the Messiah, 

who was to come. 

2) Present glory. How people enter God's holy place now 

-- After Jesus came everything changed. Animal sacrifices were now 

obsolete. As the letter of Hebrews states: "And by that (God's) will we 

have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 

ONCE for all. And every priest stands daily at his service, repeatedly 

offering the same sacrifices, which can NEVER take away sins. But 

when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 
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down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies 

should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are being sanctified" ( swerbeH  01 : -01

41  ESV). Jesus’ perfect life and death made a new way for us to enter 

God's holy place. God's Righteousness was revealed 2000 years ago. 

(Romans 1:16,17). The veil of the temple has been torn in two. There 

came a new and living way to enter God's presence: as the letter to the 

Hebrews states: "Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter 

the HOLY places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that 

he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh" 

( swerbeH  01 : 02-91  ESV). 

-- Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to His throne of glory! In a 

sense, heaven is the everlasting and ancient doors verses 8-10 are 

speaking about. And Jesus was mighty in battle. He won the decisive 

battle on Golgotha. He conquered Satan, sin, death and hell! Paul writes 

in Colossians: "...Christ... canceling the record of debt that stood 

against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 

cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open 

shame, by triumphing over them in him" (Colossians 2: 51-41  ESV). 

Christ provided a perfect righteousness for us! He took captivity 

captive. The King of kings and the Lord of lords, Jesus Christ went to 

sit at the right hand of the Father in glory! Heaven rejoiced! Paul writes 

further in Ephesians 1:20-22: "that God worked in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave 

him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness 

of him who fills all in all" ( snaisehpE  1: 32-02  ESV). Jesus is NOW 

seated at the right hand of the Father and crowed with Glory. He is now 

crowned with many crowns, and He went into His everlasting kingdom. 

Heavens gates received Jesus Christ into glory! 

-- But the gates, the everlasting gates, the ancient gates, referred to in 

verse 8-10, I believe can refer to every person as well. Ecclesiastes 3:10 

says: "God has put eternity in our hearts." Our hearts are also like gates. 

As Revelation 3:20 says: "Behold, I (Jesus) stand at the door and knock. 

If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come into him and 
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eat with him, and he with me" (Revelation 3: 02  ESV). We are born to 

live forever. How does the King of Glory enter a person's life? -- How 

do we ascend the hill of the Lord now? Answer: By not stealing, not 

lying, not committing adultery and murder and doing all the things that 

God commands us to do? Yes, we enter in by repentance! We do not 

come to God's glory by the works of the law, but by the hearing of faith 

in Jesus Christ! We come in by repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Romans 3:10-17 reads: "as it is written: “None is righteous, no, 

not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned 

aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even 

one.” ( snamoR  3: 21-01  ESV). And then in Romans 3:23 it is stated 

emphatically: "for ALL have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God." We all are estranged from God from the womb. We are born into 

sin (Psalm 51:5) and as children of wrath (Ephesians 2:1-2). "For the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to 

God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God." 

--We ascend the hill and glory of God by confessing our uncleanness. 

By confessing our deceit and lies and idolatries and unfaithfulness. See 

what our sins have done! Our sins nailed Jesus to the cross!! Jesus was 

crushed because of our iniquities; He was bruised because of our 

transgression, as Isaiah 53:3,4 tells us. We are responsible for the death 

of Jesus Christ in the twentieth century. Have you ever come to grasp 

this fact? Yes, we were not there 2000 years ago when Jesus was 

crucified, but He was on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins! We 

crucified Jesus to that cross by our countless sins! Open the gates of 

your heart and receive Jesus Christ today if you have never received 

Him before! Come to Him in brokenness and godly repentance and put 

your faith in the King of Glory! He has entered into glory, and He will 

forgive you. 1 John 1:7-9 reads: "....If we say we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness" ( nhoJ 1  1: 9-8  ESV).  

-- When you forsake your unrighteousness and your own righteousness 

you will receive Christ's righteousness. That must be your foundation. 

God will bless you if you rely on the righteousness of Christ. And 

ONLY then. Jesus procured a perfect righteousness by His sinless, 
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perfect life. And He gives it to those who come to Him with empty 

hands. 

-- You remember the song: "on Christ the Solid rock I stand all other 

ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand";”I trust in 

nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness." Are Jesus Christ and 

His blood the only things in which you trust for salvation? 

-- The Holy Spirit and the Spirit of glory will inhabit your soul when 

you take Jesus to be your Savior, Lord, and Treasure of Righteousness. 

The King of Glory will come into your life when the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ penetrate your 

soul. His glory is irresistible. 

3) Future glory. How and where will people enter His holy place in 

the future? 

-- Believers in Christ have a glorious hope. We have the blessing of 

God in us. The blessed Holy Spirit. He is the one who comforts and 

helps and encourages us! Unbelievers don't have this hope. They don't 

have any hope of future glory. Even in the midst of suffering and 

tribulations, we have this hope. In Romans 5:1,2 Paul states:"Therefore 

since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him, we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God" ( snamoR  5: 2-1  ESV). 

-- There is a new heaven and earth coming. The New Jerusalem is being 

prepared for those whose names are in the Book of Life. There is still 

a hill to be climbed for believers in Christ. In Isaiah 35:8 speaking about 

the new earth, it is written: "And a highway shall be there, and it shall 

be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall 

belong to those who walk on the way" (Isaiah 53 :8 ESV). And in 

Hebrews, it is written 12:14: "Without holiness, no one will see God."  

And in 1 John 3:2 it is written, speaking of believers: "Beloved, we are 

God’s children now, and what we will have not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears, we shall be like him because we shall see 

him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as 

he is pure” ( nhoJ 1  3: 3-2  ESV).  
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-- Three famous passages must be quoted here to show who will miss 

out on the glory of heaven: The First is: "Or do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 

practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 

revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were 

some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 

God" ( snaihtniroC 1  6: 11-8  ESV).  And Revelation 21:7,8 tells us who 

will miss out on future glory: "The one who conquers will have this 

heritage, and I will be his God, and he will be my son. But as for the 

cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 

immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the 

lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death” 

( noitaleveR  12 : 8-7  ESV). And lastly: Revelation 22:14,15 "Blessed are 

those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree 

of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the 

dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and 

idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood" ( noitaleveR  

22 : 51-41  ESV).  

--See how this relates to Psalm 24:3,4. Those who make a practice of 

sinning as 1 John 3 states, will miss out on future glory.  There is a 

difference between falling into sin and making a practice of sinning. 1 

John makes it clear that believers do sin, but they don't make a practice 

of sinning. In other words, their lives are not marked by habitual sin. 

They don't love their sin; they don't plan to sin, and they don't live a 

lifestyle of sinning. They have a new identity. Believers are not perfect 

in themselves, but they are perfect in Christ, and their lives are 

progressively changed. As Paul said to the Corinthians "And we all, 

with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. 

For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” ( snaihtniroC 2  3: 81  

ESV). 

-- Progression and growth in the life of a believer are necessary. We 

cannot remain as we are. We are called to be conformed to the image 

of Jesus Christ. We need to confess our sins still. We still need a pure 

heart. In Matthew 5:8 it is written: "Blessed are the pure in heart for 
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they shall see God." The glory of God will be revealed to the pure of 

heart. We still need to love the truth and love and worship God alone. 

We are still in a battle. We still need to keep our word and pay our vows 

of faithfulness and loyalty to God. 

-- And we know that we cannot do these things in our own strength. 

That is why God gave us the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Spirit of 

glory is what we always need. The Lion of Juda has conquered, and our 

salvation draws near. 2 Corinthians 7:1 commands us: "let us cleanse 

ourselves still of all uncleanliness of the flesh and spirit perfection 

holiness in the fear of God." There is a practical holiness without which 

no one will see God. The evidence that you are indeed going up the hill 

is that you keep on repenting. Christian are you cleansing yourself? Is 

your heart pure? Do you have clean hands?  

-- You may ask the question: how should we cleanse ourselves? How 

do we keep our hearts pure? Here are a few helpful texts:  

1 John 1:7 (ESV) "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin.” 

 Psalm 119:9,11 (ESV) "How can a young man keep his way pure? By 

guarding it according to your word. I have stored up your word in my 

heart, that I might not sin against you.”  

Jesus said in John 15:3 (ESV) "Already you are clean because of the 

word that I have spoken to you.” 

 Acts 15:8,9 (ESV) reads: "And God, who knows the heart, bore 

witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, and 

he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their 

hearts by faith." 

 Ephesians 5:24-26 reads: "Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved 

the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, 

having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word.” 

It is Jesus Christ who purifies our hearts. It is the blood of Christ who 

purifies our hearts. It is the indwelling Spirit that purifies our hearts and 

applies the blood of Jesus to our hearts. It is the faith that the Holy Spirit 

imparts that purifies our hearts. And it is the word of God in which we 
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have faith in that purifies our hearts. Is your trust in Jesus Christ, His 

righteousness, and His atoning sacrifice? 

Conclusion: 

 

Jesus Christ was received into glory about 2000 years ago. 

When Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into heaven I'm sure 

something like these words were shouted by the angels in heaven: 

"Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the 

King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong 

and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 

We know that the appearance of Jesus Christ is one of exquisite beauty 

and glory. Revelation 1 tells us of that glory. It was the same glory that 

made Paul blind on the road of Damascus. On earth, the three apostles 

saw the glory of God when Christ was transfigured on the mountain, 

and the face of Jesus shone like the sun. Jesus Christ IS the King of 

glory! 

-- And God calls those who need Christ and have not come to Him with 

the same words: open your heart and receive the King of glory by 

repentance and faith in Christ: "Lift up your heads, O gates! And be 

lifted up, O ancient (everlasting) doors, that the King of glory may 

come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the 

Lord, mighty in battle!” Surrender to Christ. Open the gates of your 

heart, the everlasting gates, and let Him fight your battles. He has 

conquered at the cross and will conquer once more. 

-- And God calls to the backsliding Christian and the mature Christian 

with the same words: "Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O 

ancient and everlasting doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who 

is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in 

battle!” 

Surrender to Christ continually, believer in Christ, and let Him fight 

your battles! He is mighty to save! He is the Almighty warrior! He has 

an invincible army at His side. He has conquered Satan, the power of 

sins and hell, and the grave and will conquer once more in your life. 
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As Elisha said to his servant when they were surrounded by enemy 

troops from all sides: I'm reading from 2 Kings 6. "When the servant of 

the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army 

with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, 

“Alas, my master! What shall we do?” He said, “Do not be afraid, for 

those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Then 

Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” 

So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, 

the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha” 

( sgniK 2  6: 71-51  ESV). And Elisha prayed and the Lord struck them 

with blindness. Believer in Christ know that He who is with us is 

greater than the enemy and all his armies combined! He will conquer 

in your life!The God of Israel is a mighty warrior!  

God has created.  

God is the Possessor of heaven and earth.  

God became a human.  

Christ fulfilled all righteousness.  

Christ died for our sins.  

Christ rose from the dead!  

The tomb is empty!  

The Lord has ascended!  

The Lord has entered into His glory!  

Christ did all this for you.  

The question remains: Has the King of glory entered the gates of your 

heart? 

 

 

 

1.11 On homosexuality and sexual immorality 
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1.  Introduction 

In today's society, we see the erosion of moral values. Recently in the 

news, we heard of the Supreme Court Ruling in the USA that legalized 

homosexual “marriages” in all the states of America. In the 1960’s we 

saw the sexual revolution where promiscuity and sexual immorality 

flourished in Western society. And although homosexual unions “civil 

unions” in South Africa has been legalized for almost a decade now, 

we see that the USA has now capitulated amidst the pressure of 

homosexual activists and the President of the USA Barak Obama who 

is unashamedly promoting “gay rights.” We can ask where the erosion 

of Biblical values will end? We also know that sexual deviancy is not 

new. It's always been there. Many historians say that the reason the 

Greek and Roman Empires were destroyed was because of homosexual 

deviancy and pedophilia. In fac,t no civilization in history has endured 

that promoted homosexuality. Also among church leaders, there is 

massive confusion even in South Africa. Professor Nelus Niemand  and 

the well-known writer and theologian Adrio König has publicly 

announced that they don't see any problem with faithful homosexual 

partners having sex! But what does the Bible reveal about 

homosexuality and sexual immorality? Is homosexual behavior or 

homosexual desire condemned in the Bible? And what about premarital 

or extramarital sex? What about incest or sex with animals? The 

prophet Isaiah warned the people of Israel more than 2000 years ago 

not to call sin good, and good evil. We see the same happening in 

today’s society. Perverse behavior is called good. What is an 

abomination in God’s sight is set forth as acceptable behavior. The 

prophet Isaiah said: “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; 

Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for 

sweet, and sweet for bitter!” ( haiasI  5: 02  NKJV)  

A few definitions of terms:  

Hebrew: kawdesh: a male devotee (by prostitution) to licentious 

idolatry, sodomite, unclean.  
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Greek: pornos (pornous): one who engages in sexual immorality 

whether man or woman and in some contexts distinguished from 

adulterers and adulteresses.  

Greek: porneia: one who practices illicit sex, sexual immorality of any 

kind, fornication, prostitution.  

Greek: akatharsia: a state of moral impurity, especially in relationship 

to sexual sin.  

Greek: aselgeia: behavior lacking in moral restraint, by implication 

sexual licentiousness.  

Greek: ekporneuo: engage in illicit sex, sexual immorality of any kind.  

Greek: arsenokoites: a male partner (or active partner) in homosexual 

intercourse. 

Greek: malakos: the passive partner in homosexual intercourse.  

Greek: moichos (moichous), moicheia: a person who commits 

adultery. 

Greek: aperchomai apiso sarkos eteras: literally: to walk after strange 

flesh. To engage in unnatural sexual intercourse, homosexual sex. 

2. Old Testament Witness 

Let's begin with the Ten Commandments given to Moses.  

God said: “You shall not commit adultery” and “You shall not covet 

your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor 

his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor 

anything that is your neighbor’s.” ( sudoxE  02 : 71 ,41  NKJV). The Ten 

Commandments don't only prohibit the act of adultery but covetousness 

or sexual desire towards your neighbor’s wife as well.  

Leviticus 18:1-23 condemns a whole series of sexual sins, including 

sex with one’s mother, father, brother, sister, aunt, uncle, niece, 

nephew, cousin, granddaughter, grandson, grandfather or grandmother. 

In today’s society, these things are rejected by most people, but 

homosexuality and sex with animals are mentioned here as well: 

“Moreover you shall not lie carnally with your neighbor’s wife, to 
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defile yourself with her. You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. 

It is an abomination. Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile 

yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate 

with it. It is perversion” ( sucitiveL  81 : 32-22 ,02  NKJV). In the same 

breath, sex with animals (bestiality) and sex with the same gender are 

called an abomination by God. “If a man lies with a male as he lies with 

a woman, both of them have committed an abomination. They shall 

surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them” ( sucitiveL  02 : 31  

NKJV). In these passages, it is very clear that any form of 

homosexuality is wrong. Any sex without the bonds of marriage 

between a man and a wife is called an abomination. What is shocking 

about society today is that many in modern day culture accept 

homosexuality as normal behavior in many countries, but not sex with 

animals or incest or rape or pedophilia for example. In God’s view, all 

these sins are condemned and on par. Why do those people who 

condone homosexual sin, not condone pedophilia, rape or sex with 

animals as well? Who decides what are acceptable and unacceptable 

behavior? The Bible off course dictates what is right and wrong in 

God’s eyes! But if you believe that the Bible doesn't govern your 

behavior and doesn't serve as a guide to godly and moral behavior 

anything eventually becomes acceptable. If God's moral absolutes don't 

govern your behavior and moral values what does?  

The sin of the men of Sodom was that they wanted to have intercourse 

with the angles who came in the appearance of men. But not only that 

they were practicing sexual perversion on a grand scale. This passage 

(Genesis 19:1-7) is not referring to one homosexual partner with 

another, but with homosexual rape. Nevertheless, the city of Sodom 

was destroyed because the men acted wickedly and homosexuality was 

their cardinal sin. That was not their only sin, though, but one of their 

sins. Ezekiel 18:48-49 tells us what their sins were: “As I live,” says 

the Lord GOD, “neither your sister Sodom nor her daughters have done 

as you and your daughters have done. Look, this was the iniquity of 

your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness of food, 

and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the 

poor and needy. And they were haughty and committed abomination 

before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit” ( leikezE  61 : 05-84  

NKJV). Genesis records what happened before God destroyed Sodom. 
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“Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting 

in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and 

he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. And he said, “Here 

now, my lords, please turn in to your servant’s house and spend the 

night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” 

And they said, “No, but we will spend the night in the open square.” 

But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. 

Then he made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 

Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both 

old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 

And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came 

to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally. 

” So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind 

him, and said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly!” ( siseneG  

91 : 7-1  NKJV). We known from the Bible that God destroyed the city 

of Sodom and Gomorrah because of their sins.  

King Asa in the Old Testament is commended for doing what was right 

in God’s eyes. He removed the perverted persons in Israel as well as 

idolatry. “Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did his 

father, David. And he banished the perverted persons (kawdesh) from 

the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had made. Also, he 

removed Maachah his grandmother from being queen mother, because 

she had made an obscene image of Asherah. And Asa cut down her 

obscene image and burned it by the Brook Kidron” ( sgniK I  51 : 31-11  

NKJV). The Asherah images that the Israelites made were sexually 

explicit images.  

3. New Testament Witness 

Romans chapter 1:17-32 reveals what God views as detestable and as 

sins in His sight. Homosexuality is mentioned here as well. “For the 

wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has 

shown it to them. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and 

changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like 

corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping 
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things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of 

their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who 

exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the 

creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this 

reason, God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women 

exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the 

men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one 

another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in 

themselves the penalty of their error which was due” ( snamoR  1: -81

72-22 ,91  NKJV). This text reveals that homosexual desire is a 

judgment on people because of idolatry. Homosexual desire is 

described as having “vile passions” and homosexual behavior is here 

described as being “shameful.” Homosexuality is called unnatural in 

this passage. We know that homosexual desire is a complex problem, 

and many people struggle with this kind of sexual desire because of 

molestation early in life or other complex (gender identity) reasons. 

This text, however, reveals that the cause of homosexual desire is 

idolatry. 

The Bible reveals that not only homosexuals (arsenokoites and 

malakos) but also adulterers (moichos) and fornicators (pornos) will be 

excluded from the kingdom of God. Many people who participated in 

these sins have been set free and are now in the kingdom of God as the 

Bible reveals in the following text. “Do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. 

Neither fornicators (pornos), nor idolaters, nor adulterers (moichos), 

nor homosexuals (malakos), nor sodomites (arsenokoites), nor thieves, 

nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit 

the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were 

washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” ( snaihtniroC I  6: 11-9  

NKJV). Take note that not only homosexuals or sodomites will not 

inherit the kingdom of God, but also drunkards, adulterers, fornicators, 

thieves, and idolaters!  

The sins of homosexuality and sexual immorality are things mentioned 

by Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, as being contrary to sound 

doctrine. Not only to believe the wrong things about God and Jesus 



 113 

Christ, but also those who live a godless life are set forth as wrong 

doctrine. In other words, false doctrine is not only about what you 

believe, but also how you live. If you live a sinful, godless life, you are 

a heretic! “..Knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous 

person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for 

sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 

murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites 

(those who practice homosexuality,arsenokoites) for kidnappers, for 

liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to 

sound doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God 

which was committed to my trust” ( yhtomiT I  1: 11-9  NKJV). 

The book of Revelation mentions sexual immorality as sin and those 

who practice it as people who will be excluded from the new heavens 

and the new earth. “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I 

will be his God, and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, 

abominable, murderers, sexually immoral (pornois), sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with 

fire and brimstone, which is the second death” ( noitaleveR  12 : 8-7  

NKJV). 

 Jesus said the following: “You have heard that it was said to those of 

old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever 

looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with 

her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast 

it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members 

perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. And if your right 

hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more 

profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole 

body to be cast into hell” ( wehttaM  5: 03-72  NKJV). Jesus did not only 

condemn the act of adultery or fornication (premarital sex) but the 

desire as well. Therefore not only premarital sex or extramarital sex or 

homosexual sex are condemned by Jesus, but sexual lust or desire 

towards anyone except your marital partner as well.  

Jesus made it clear that marriage is between one man and one woman. 

God created them, male and female (Genesis 1:26-28). “And Jesus 

answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them 
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at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this 

reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, they are no longer two 

but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man 

separate.” ( wehttaM  91 : 6-4  NKJV). If Jesus made them male and male 

or female and female, there would be no continuation of life on this 

planet! We all know that for the human race to reproduce you need 

male and female to have sex. And God condones sex only between one 

man and one woman within the bonds of marriage.  

Paul exhorted the people of Corinth with the following words: “Foods 

for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it 

and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality (porneia) but for 

the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God both raised up the Lord 

and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your 

bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ 

and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! Or do you not know 

that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two,” 

He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is 

one spirit with Him. Flee sexual immorality (porneia). Every sin that a 

man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality 

(porneia) sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body 

is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 

God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; 

therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

( snaihtniroC I  6: 02-31  NKJV). It goes without saying that watching 

pornography is also condemned by God. When Jesus and the apostles 

condemned sexual sins, they included the desire and lust in relation to 

that sinful behavior as well (See Matthew 5:28). 

The Bible gives us the answer what to do with sexual temptation and 

sexual sin: Because of sexual sin, because of sexual immorality the 

Bible says that each man should have his own wife and each woman 

should have her own husband! Note that the Bible doesn't say that each 

man should have his own husband or wives or that each woman should 

have her own wife or husbands! “Now concerning the things of which 

you wrote to me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman. 

Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality (porneia), let each man 
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have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband” (  I

snaihtniroC  7: 2-1  NKJV). 

Paul gives a whole list of practices that will exclude someone from the 

kingdom of God. He begins with four sexual sins!! “Now the works of 

the flesh are evident, which are: adultery (moicheia), fornication 

(porneia), uncleanness (akatharsia), lewdness (aselgeia) idolatry, 

sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 

ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, 

revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told 

you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God” ( snaitalaG  5: 12-91  NKJV). 

The letter of Jude mentions that the people who are given to sexual 

immorality and going after strange flesh (homosexual behavior) are 

those who will be condemned to everlasting fire. “For certain men have 

crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this 

condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into 

lewdness (sexual lust) and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus 

Christ. But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the 

Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 

destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep 

their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in 

everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; as 

Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner 

to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality 

(ekporneuo) and gone after strange flesh ( aperchomai apiso sarko s 

eteras: go after strange flesh: idiom for homosexuality), are set forth as 

an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” ( eduJ  1: 7-4  

NKJV). 

Our conclusion is therefore that all sex are condemned before God 

except sex between one man and one women within the covenant of 

marriage (with one other exception I'll mention now). That is the 

consistent testimony of the Scriptures. However, we know that the 

patriarchs and David and Solomon had many wives, yet nowhere in 

Scripture were they commended for having many wives. In fact, the 

many wives of Solomon led him to serve other gods instead. The law 
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of God commanded: “When you come to the land which the LORD 

your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, ‘I will 

set a king over me like all the nations that are around me,’ you shall 

surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses; one 

from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not 

set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother... Neither shall he 

multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turns away; nor shall he 

greatly multiply silver and gold for himself” ( ymonoretueD  71 :  ,51-41

71  NKJV). We know that in some cultures men have the tradition to 

have many wives, yet the condition for eldership or to be a deacon in 

the New Testament is to be a man of one wife (1 Timothy 3:1-13). If 

someone becomes a believer in Christ, while being married to more 

than one wife, it is not required for him to divorce all his other wives, 

but that person is excluded from being an elder or deacon in the church. 

But nowhere is it commanded or advised in Scripture for a believer in 

Christ (whether man or woman) to have more than one wife (in the case 

of a man) or to have more than one husband (in the case of a woman). 

As the Bible says in Hebrews 13, “Marriage is honorable among all, 

and the bed undefiled; but fornicators (pornous) and adulterers 

(moichous) God will judge” ( swerbeH  31 :4 NKJV). In the letter to 

Thessalonians it is written: “For this is the will of God, your 

sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality 

(porneia); that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel 

(meaning martial partner) in sanctification and honor, not in passion of 

lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one should take 

advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is 

the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. For 

God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. Therefore he who 

rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His 

Holy Spirit” ( snainolassehT I  4: 8-3  NKJV). This passage also makes it 

clear that if we reject God’s command to live holy, we reject God. If 

we condone any sexual sex, if we call evil good, if we call sin 

acceptable, we reject God!!  

Conclusion 
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Woe to those people who condone any sexual sin (homosexuality, 

adultery, fornication, sexual lust, incest, rape, bestiality, pedofilia or 

pornography) in whatever form. God will be the avenger of such. What 

we sow we will reap. If we sow to our sinful desires, we will reap 

corruption, but if we sow to the Holy Spirit we will sow eternal life 

(Galatians 6:6-7). Let us make a stand for what is right and good and 

honorable in God’s sight and call sin what God calls sin. The only way 

to flee from sin is first to recognize sin for what it is. And the only way 

to be delivered from our sins is to confess it before God. The only road 

to healing is to admit that we are wrong and to call sin, sin. If we deny 

our sins or if we cover up our sins we cannot be helped, healed, forgiven 

and delivered. Only when we confess our sins to God and walk in the 

light as God is in the light, will God forgive us and cleanse us from our 

sins. It is when we walk in the light that the blood of Jesus cleanses us 

of our sins. If we say that we have not sinned we make God to be a liar 

and the truth is not in us (1 John 1:7-9). 

God healed and delivered and cleansed and forgave people who 

engaged in homosexuality, fornication and adultery and other sexual 

sins in the past (1 Corinthians 6:9-10), and He can do it again. Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus 

came to set the captives free. “When the Son sets you free you shall be 

free indeed” (John 8:36). “You shall know the truth and the truth shall 

set you free” (John 8:32). There are many people around the world who 

can testify to the fact that God delivered them from the bondage of 

homosexuality, lust, fornication, pornography, prostitution and other 

sexual sins. Your sinful desires should not define you as a person. You 

were made in the image of God and you should therefore be defined by 

God and by the finished work of Christ. If you turn from your sins to 

God in repentance and have faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior, God will give you the Holy Spirit and He will heal, cleanse, 

comfort, deliver and sanctify you and make you to be conformed to the 

image of Jesus Christ. Only by being born of the Holy Spirit and only 

by God’s indwelling can you be successfully freed from sexual 

perversions and sins. As we behold the image of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ are we changed from glory to glory through the Holy Spirit 

( 2 Corinthians 3:18). What you were should not define you as a person. 

The sins you were involved with should not define you, but who God 
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says you are in Christ Jesus, and what God wants you to become in 

Jesus Christ. If you hold fast to the sins of your past you would not be 

able to receive the Holy Spirit who wants you to be transformed into 

God’s image! So let's flee from sexual immorality for the glory of God! 
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1.12 Brokenness and God’s indwelling 

With whom does God dwell? 

And one shall say, “Heap it up! Heap it up! Prepare the way, Take the 

stumbling block out of the way of My people.” For thus says the High 

and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in 

the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, 

To revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite 

ones. For I will not contend forever, Nor will I always be angry; For 

the spirit would fail before Me, And the souls which I have made. For 

the iniquity of his covetousness I was angry and struck him; I hid and 

was angry, And he went on backsliding in the way of his heart. I have 

seen his ways, and will heal him; I will also lead him, And restore 

comforts to him and to his mourners. “I create the fruit of the lips: 

Peace, peace to him who is far off and to him who is near,” Says the 

Lord, “And I will heal him.” But the wicked are like the troubled sea, 

When it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. “ There is no 

peace,” Says my God, “for the wicked” (Isaiah 57:14-21 NKJV). 

With whom does God dwell? With whom does God make His 

home? 

This text was written to ancient Israel after they were taken captive to 

Assyria and Babylon. We believe that this part of Isaiah was written 

during the captivity or shortly after many Israelites came back to Israel. 

It was not only written to the Israelites (as a group) who were left over 

after the captivity, but to individuals in Israel who backslid and 

departed from worshipping the true God. Because of their (Israel’s) 

covetousness and idolatry God left them and struck them. Our text says: 

"Take up the stumbling block out of the way." There were stumbling 

blocks in the way of Israel. They couldn't get to God. There was a wall 

of separation between them. Their sins separated them from God. God 

calls them sons of the "witchdoctor" or "sorcerers" (Isaiah 57:3). And 

earlier in the chapter, God says: “ Inflaming yourselves with gods under 

every green tree, Slaying the children in the valleys, under the clefts of 

the rocks?”; “On a lofty and high mountain you have set your bed; Even 

there you went up to offer sacrifice” ( haiasI  75 : 7 ,5  NKJV). Now the 

book of Samuel says that the sin of rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft 

and the sin of stubbornness as the sin of idolatry! If you are rebellious, 
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you are the same as people committing witchcraft! If you are stubborn, 

you are as those who commit idolatry! They (the Israelites) also 

committed sexual immorality. Israel worshiped other gods and made 

their children go through the fire. They sacrificed their children to other 

gods e.g. Molec. Isn't abortion on demand doing the same in our 

communities? "I did it my way" was a popular song of Frank Sinatra. 

This is the way of destruction. In the movie Invictus, the actor playing 

Nelson Mandela proudly states his life philosophy: "I am the Mater of 

my fate, I am the Captain of My soul.” Think for a minute. Because of 

this philosophy Israel as a nation was almost obliterated. Regarding 

Israel: "He went on backsliding in the way of his heart" (Isaiah 57:17). 

Isaiah 59:1,2 gives the reason why there was a barrier between God and 

them: “Behold, the Lord ’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; 

Nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have 

separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from 

you, so that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:1, 2 NKJV). Israel was in this 

state of need and desperation. My friend, are you also in this state? Do 

you feel that God’s presence is far from you? Has anything become 

more important to you than God? Is He still your first love? Or should 

I ask: Has God ever been your first love? 

1. Who is God and where does God dwell?  

-- God inhabits eternity. He lives in another dimension beyond time and 

space. God has no beginning. We have beginnings. We were born into 

this world, but not God. God is high and lofty as our text declares. God 

is holy. He is without moral corruption. He is not evil but infinitely 

glorious and good. There is no darkness within Him. He cannot sin. He 

is exalted. He is almighty. He is invisible. Spirit. Just. The angels and 

seraphim’s before His throne cries day and night: holy, holy, holy 

(Revelation 4; Isaiah 6:1-8). There is none like Him. No thing, person 

or being can come close to His magnificence. 

-- But although God dwells in the high and holy place, He dwells with 

the humble and contrite ones. He revives the humble in heart; He 

revives the contrite in spirit (Isaiah 57:15). What does that mean? God 

dwells with those who know that in themselves dwells no good thing 

(Romans 7:18). God dwells with those who know without God they are 

damned and lost. God dwells with those whom He has crushed. The 
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word "contrite" in Hebrew literally means "to be broken into pieces." 

God lives with the broken in heart (Psalm 34:18). 

 "The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as 

have a contrite spirit” (Psalms 34:18 NKJV).  

After King David was convicted of his sins of adultery and murder he 

exclaimed “Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil 

in Your sight— That You may be found just when You speak, And 

blameless when You judge…Create in me a clean heart, O God, And 

renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your 

presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me” ( smlasP  15 :  ,4

11-01  NKJV). And: “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken 

and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise” ( smlasP  

15 : 71  NKJV).  

And in Isaiah 66 it is written:  “But on this one will I look: On him who 

is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word” ( haiasI  

66 :2 NKJV).  

Jesus said: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” ( wehttaM  5:4,5 

NKJV).  

God dwells with those who have godly sorrow for sins. Paul,the 

apostle, wrote: "For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to 

salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces 

death” (II Corinthians 7:10 NKJV). 

-- God dwells with those who have seen what their sins have done to 

God. What have our sins done to God? Isaiah 53:5 says: "But He was 

wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 

chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 

healed. "(Isaiah 53:5 NKJV). 2000 years ago Jesus Christ was broken 

and crucified on a cross on Golgotha, because of our sins not only for 

our sins. In the Hebrew, Isaiah 53:5 can also be translated as "He was 

wounded because of our sins, He was bruised because of our 

iniquities." Have you realized that your sins held Jesus to the cross? We 

sing this in church “our sins has held Him there” in the song: “How 

great the Fathers love for us.” Yes, Jesus died as our substitute, in our 

place to absorb the wrath of God and to satisfy the just requirement for 
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sin, which is death, for our sins, but He also died because of our sins! 

He died because of us! Has your heart been broken “in pieces” because 

of your sins? Have you been shattered because of what you did to 

Jesus? 

-- God can help those who have come to the end of themselves. God 

resists the proud, but He gives grace to the humble.  

The Bible says: “But He gives more grace. ---- Therefore He says: 

“God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” Draw near to 

God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn and 

weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up” 

(James 4:6, 8-10 NKJV).  

The self-sufficient cannot receive God. Those infatuated with what 

money can buy will not receive God. It is easier for a camel to go in 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God (Mark 10:25). The love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 

6:10). But God dwells with the contrite and humble in heart! 

2. What does God give to the humble and contrite in heart?  

-- Our text says: "For I will not contend forever, nor will I always be 

angry; For the spirit would fail before Me, and the souls which I have 

made” (Isaiah 57:16). If God keeps his anger towards us, we will all 

perish. However, God is holy and just and cannot have unity with sin 

or people in unity with their sins. It is like two magnets both positive 

or both negative. Have you tried to bring them together? They cannot 

be brought together. They push one another off. It is a scientific law. 

So does sin push God off. In the same way: people united with sin (their 

wickedness) cannot be reconciled with God. 

-- Sin is so contrary and offensive to God that He has instituted the 

death penalty for every sin. God commanded Adam and Eve in the 

garden:  “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 

you eat of it you shall surely die.” ( siseneG  2: 71-61  NKJV). Ezekiel 

18:20 declares: "the soul that sins must die", and Romans 6:23 states: 

"the wages for sin is death."The Bible also says in Habakkuk “You are 
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of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness” 

( kukkabaH  1: 31  NKJV). God abhors every kind of sin and rebellion. 

That is why only in Jesus Christ and only through His death on the cross 

as our substitute, could atonement for our sins have been made. He died 

the death we had to die to forgive our sins and make us right with God. 

-- So what does God give to those who trust in Jesus and repent of their 

sins?  

-- Peace. Shalom. Salvation. When Jesus rose from the dead and 

appeared to His disciples, He said: Shalom or as it is translated in 

English: Peace (John 20:19,26). If we look at the meaning of Shalom 

in the Hebrew, it can be translated as: Spiritual blessings. Or freedom 

from your enemies. Security and safety from your enemies. Or even 

material prosperity. Even in the Old Testament, it has the meaning of 

holistic salvation. When Jesus said, “Shalom” to His disciples after He 

rose from the dead it meant:  Forgiveness of sins! Deliverance from the 

power of sin and death! Security in God! Safety from God’s future 

wrath. Even eternal life! In this case, it means all the spiritual benefits 

God can lavish on a person. 

-- Healing. "I will heal you." Sin causes spiritual sickness. Sin could 

result in physical sickness as well. It causes defilement. In this context, 

it primarily means spiritual healing. In Isaiah 53:5 the Bible says: “By 

your (God’s) wounds (stripes) we are healed.” This text primarily refers 

to the wounds of Jesus Christ, that He suffered on the cross. Jesus was 

wounded in our place, and by His wounds, we are forgiven from our 

sins. Also in Chapter 57 of Isaiah the word, healing, refers to a spiritual 

state of salvation, where the turning from backsliding of a nation and 

individuals within that nation to God has been accomplished by God.  

-- Guidance. God says: “I have seen his ways, and will heal him; I will 

also lead him” ( haiasI  75 : 81  NKJV). God is not only interested in 

comforting, healing and restoring His contrite ones, but in guiding them 

until they die. Salvation includes Lordship. God wants to be your 

Savior and Guide. He watches over those who come to Him in humility. 

Jesus cannot and will not only be your Savior and Restorer, but He will 

be your Mater and Lord! When God saves you, you give ownership to 

Him. As God promises those in Psalm 32 who receive forgiveness of 

sins: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will 
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guide you with My eye. Do not be like the horse or like the mule, which 

have no understanding, Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, 

Else they will not come near you” ( smlasP  23 : 9-8  NKJV). 

-- Himself. The Indwelling Holy Spirit. There would be no abiding 

peace, healing, and guidance without the abiding Holy Spirit. Because 

of Isaiah 53, because of the Suffering Savior, Jesus Christ and His 

finished work on the cross 2000 years ago, Isaiah 57:15 can become a 

reality in our lives. Because Jesus Christ was bruised and broken for 

our sins, God can indwell us. He can make His home within us. That is 

an awesome reality! In John 14:23, Jesus also said to His disciples: “If 

anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, 

and We will come to him and make Our home with him” (John 14:23 

NKJV). It is the purpose of God to make a home in His creatures, to 

those who will come to Him in contrition and in humility!  

3. The extent and limitations of His indwelling. 

-- the extent – (verse 19) “to those who are far and those who are near”.  

-- God’s Indwelling was meant for all the Israelites in the Babylonian 

Empire living in the 5th and sixth centuries BC and then for those 

Israelites living in the Persian, Greek, and Roman Empires empires in 

the succeeding centuries. It was meant for the scattered ones as well as 

for those who returned to Israel. 

-- Listen to how Paul in the letter to the Ephesians interprets God’s 

purpose in salvation: “Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in 

the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the 

Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— that at that time you were 

without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 

God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 

have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our 

peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall 

of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law 

of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself 

one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might 

reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 

putting to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you 

who were afar off and to those who were near. For through Him, we 
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both have access by one Spirit to the Father” ( snaisehpE  2: 81-11  

NKJV). There is now peace in Christ for the Gentile nations as well as 

the Jewish nation. God has made us one by the blood of Christ, to those 

who are far and to those who are near!  

-- But the salvation of God is also meant for ALL ethnic groups and not 

only some Gentiles. In Revelation 7:9 when we look forward to the 

future we hear these words: "After these things I looked, and behold, a 

great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, 

peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying 

out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!” All the angels stood around the throne 

and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces 

before the throne and worshiped God, saying: “Amen! Blessing and 

glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be 

to our God forever and ever. Amen.” (Revelation 7:9-12 NKJV). Psalm 

67:1-3 also states: "God be merciful to us and bless us, And cause His 

face to shine upon us, Selah. That Your way may be known on earth, 

Your salvation among all nations. Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise You” (Psalms 67:1-3 NKJV). In Matthew 

28:18-20, Jesus said to His disciples: “All authority has been given to 

Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations (Ethne) baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 NKJV).  

-- And peace and salvation are also meant for the destitute and crushed 

ones among us, for those who are far and for those who are near (verse 

19). Some are so far away because of their sins that they don't see their 

way back to God. This week I had someone call me and tell me that 

God would never be able to forgive him, because of his sins. Our text 

says, peace to those who are far away! Friend, are you far away in your 

sins? Have you backslidden in your heart? God's peace and salvation 

are also meant for the marginalized, the poor, the homeless and the 

foreigners among us! It's meant for the prostitutes and the drug-addicts! 
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-- The limitations of God's Indwelling: But it excludes the wicked. 

"No peace for the wicked" (Isaiah 57:21). Why? Because they are like 

the waves that continually cast up mire and dirt. They are like the 

troubled sea. They are proud and self-sufficient. They show they are 

not repentant of their sins. Their sins don't trouble them. They have set 

their faces against God. Psalm 36:2,4 states: "For he (the wicked) 

flatters himself in his own eyes, When he finds out his iniquity and 

when he hates. He devises wickedness on his bed; He sets himself in a 

way that is not good; He does not abhor evil” (Psalms 36:2, 4 NKJV). 

Phillipians 3:18 states:  "For many walk, of whom I have told you often, 

...and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross 

of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose 

glory is in their shame— who set their mind on earthly things” 

(Philippians 3:18, 19 NKJV). There is no peace for the wicked," their 

end is destruction. There is no salvation for them.  Their part will be in 

the lake of fire. The proud in heart are an abomination in God’s sight. 

Proud people think they don't need God. Revelation 20:15 declares: 

"And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 

lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15 NKJV). 

Conclusion: With whom does God dwell?  

God dwells with those who humble themselves before God.  

God dwells with those who repent of their sins,  

with those who confess their sins,  

with those who have godly sorrow for their sins,  

with those who have a contrite heart,  

with those whom God gives a new heart, where the Holy Spirit dwells.  

Those who've looked at the Suffering Savior, Jesus Christ, and see that 

they are responsible for His death.  

Those who have seen their sins, loathed it and trusted in Jesus Christ as 

their Savior and Lord and in His finished work at the cross alone.  

All the things mentioned here is a work of the Holy Spirit and the grace 

of God.  
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John Stott, the theologian, said: "Before we can understand what God 

has done for us at the cross, we must understand what we have done to 

Jesus Christ at the cross." 

Because of Isaiah 53:3-5. "He was bruised for (or because of) our 

iniquities. He was crushed for (or because of) our transgressions, the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon Him. By His wounds we 

are healed.", 

Isaiah 57:15 can become a reality in us: “I dwell in the high and holy 

place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 

spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones." 

       

Has God made His home within you? 

Do you have the Holy Spirit as an abiding reality in your life? 

That is the goal of the gospel! 
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1.13 Work out your salvation 

Work out the salvation of God that He has worked in: 

 

Philippians 2:12-18 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both 

to will and to do for His good pleasure. Do all things without 

complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and 

harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights (stars) in the 

world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of 

Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. Yes, and if I am 

being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your 

faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. For the same reason, you also 

be glad and rejoice with me. (Philippians 2:12-18 NKJV) 

1. God works our salvation in by the gospel and the Holy Spirit  

Philippians 2:5-11 tells us that although Jesus Christ was in the form 

of God, yet He humbled Himself and obeyed and humbled Himself 

unto the point of death, death on a cross. Therefore God the Father 

exalted Him to the highest place, so that every knee should bow before 

Him and so that every tongue confess that He is Lord over creation. 

Salvation is in Jesus Christ to be found! 

--Therefore...verse 12.. God works our salvation in by the gospel.. by 

the incorruptible seed. 1 Peter 1:23-25 says: "since you have been born 

again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and 

abiding word of God... but the word of the Lord remains forever. And 

this word is the good news that was preached to you” (1 Peter 1:23, 25 

ESV). 

-- God starts our salvation (Philippians 1:6), the good work, and He 

finishes it. As Romans 8:30 also says: “And those whom he predestined 

he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 

whom he justified he also glorified.”  
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-- God continues our salvation by working in our lives (Romans 8:29-

30; 1 Thessalonians 5:23) and creating saving faith within us 

(Philippians 2:17). God doesn't start the good work and then along the 

way gives up on us. No, He starts, sustains, and finishes the good work. 

-- God uses ministers of the gospel to plant the seed that produces 

saving faith by the Holy Spirit in our lives ((Paul) (verse 17) and by 

sustaining our faith by watering it by the gospel. 1 Corinthians Paul, 

the apostle, said: " I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 

So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, 

who gives the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6, 7 ESV). Paul referred to 

himself as being offered as a drink offering on the sacrifice of their faith 

in this passage.  

-- God works it all in, in your salvation, for His good pleasure. That is 

what verse 13 says: Salvation is not something that God does 

begrudgingly! He delights to work salvation among men and in people! 

Ephesians 1:5 says: "having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus 

Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 

(Ephesians 1:5 NKJV). The same word in Ephesians are used here in 

Philippians ( in Greek "eudokia”) meaning "pleasure." 

2. Work out your salvation with fear and trembling 

-- Our salvation is a weighty reality. Because of that, we fear God. The 

judgment of God on unbelievers should make us realize that our 

salvation is a glorious thing. The majority of the human race (Matthew 

7:13,14) goes through the wide gate and are on the broad road and are 

headed for destruction. Matthew 10 states: "And do not fear those who 

kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able 

to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28 NKJV). Because 

judgment belongs to God, we should fear God. Also because we were 

chosen by God to believe in Christ while some were not chosen should 

make us marvel at His electing grace. Nothing made believers more 

noble or superior to others. People who are saved are not better than 

others. This fact should make us fear God and stand in awe and wonder 

in His presence.  

3. Work out your salvation by relying on the inworking of God. 
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-- God is sovereign in working out our salvation. Therefore, we should 

rely on Gods strength ( Verse 13). He is the One, who works our 

salvation in and works it through. "Work out your salvation because it 

is God who works in you to will and to do...". God is the Author, 

Sustainer and Finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). Without God, we 

would never be able to believe in Him, repent of our sins or live a holy 

and God-honoring life. His grace is sufficient for us. When we are 

weak, He is strong (2 Corinthians 12:9). Our sufficiency is of Him (2 

Corinthians 2:16,17). What do we have that we did not receive? (1 

Corinthians 4:7). Of Him, through Him and to Him are all things. To 

Him be the glory, forever! (Romans 11:36). 

4. Work out your salvation by obedience to God and faith in God 

(verse 12,17) 

-- We work out the salvation that God worked in by obedience to God 

in not complaining and disputing (debating).  

-- By obeying through Thankfulness.  

Philippians 4:5 commands: "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 

made known to God” (Philippians 4:6 NKJV). In the letter to the 

Colossians Paul commanded the same thing: “Continue earnestly in 

prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving” ( snaissoloC  4:2 NKJV). 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 God says: “in everything give thanks; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” Thanksgiving is the opposite 

of complaining. In order to give thanks to God for His blessings, we 

need to acknowledge that God is the giver of all good things. He is the 

ultimate reason why we have the things we have and the reason we are 

the people we are. We are commanded to give thanks in all 

circumstances. Not only when things go our way, in adversity and in 

prosperity. As Job said when he lost his family and possessions: “And 

Job said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 

return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed 

be the name of the LORD” ( boJ  1: 12  NKJV).  

-- By preserving the unity of the Spirit  

Earlier in the same letter, God commands us: “fulfill my joy by being 

like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
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Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself” 

(Philippians 2:2, 3 NKJV). The whole letter was written for this reason,  

"I implore Euodia, and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in 

the Lord” (Philippians 4:2 NKJV). Jesus also prayed before He died on 

the cross, that His disciples may be one in Him (John 17:21,23). We 

see today that the church is divided over so many issues. Are the gifts 

of prophecy and speaking in tongues still operative? Should we baptize 

infants of believers or believing adults? Should we believe that the 

earth was made in literal six days or over millions of years? Should 

woman be pastors or not? Are there are countless other issues to divide 

over. Many of these issues are important, and we should by the help of 

the Holy Spirit have the wisdom to agree to disagree when the core of 

the Christian faith is not at stake. We should always let the Word of 

God have the final say in what we believe and how we behave. We 

should always ask what is the clear teaching of Scripture on this or that 

issue and what was the intention of the author who wrote the passage 

by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit? The intention of the author of a 

particular book in a particular passage is the intention of the Holy 

Spirit. Are we working towards the unity of the Spirit in our local 

church and the wider church? This unity can only be achieved if we 

hold onto the truth. Some churches attempt to get unity through 

compromising essential Biblical truths to prevent persecution. That is 

wrong. We should preserve the unity of the Spirit, not the unity of the 

world. Many pastors are compromising the truth of Scriprure to be like 

the world. We see this happening concerning the issue of 

homosexuality. Sin has always been sin. We cannot compromise with 

the world to make the gospel less offensive. 

-- By obeying God in holding on to the Word of Life  

-- This is what God uses to regenerate and sanctify his church (1 Peter 

1:23-25). The word of life can also refer to Christ (John 1:1-3;14). We 

are commanded to hold onto Christ (The obedience of faith "Romans 

1:5"). It is like when you are shipwrecked and holding on to your 

lifeboat or a piece of wood in the open sea. Hold on! Hold on to the 

truth of Scripture when heresies and false teaching tries to make you 

drown. Hold on! Hold on to the truth and life that the words of truth 

bring when the media and liberal theology attempt to undermine the 
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sufficiency and authority and infalliblity of Scripture. Hold on! Hold 

on to the doctrine of the Trinity and in Jesus Christ as your only Savior 

when Islam and the  Jehovah Witnesses try to convince you that Jesus 

is not God, who came in the flesh to atone for your sins. Hold on to the 

word of life and to Jesus the Word of life. 

-- By obeying God by rejoicing with Gods ministers and people  

Philippians 3:1 and 4:4 commands us to rejoice! And again I say 

rejoice! Why should we rejoice? Remember Paul was writing this letter 

while he was in prison!  Rejoicing in suffering demonstrates the 

authenticity of salvation. Paul’s treasure was not confined to His 

circumstances. The irony is that the Christians were supposed to 

comfort and encourage him, but he is in prison, and He tells them to 

rejoice with him. In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 Paul says "rejoice always." 

Rejoice over your salvation in the midst of trials and tribulations. That 

shows the genuineness of your faith. Paul could rejoice in all 

circumstances, and we can rejoice in suffering because we have the 

hope of eternal life and because we know that God will use all things 

for the good to those who love Him (Romans 8:28). God WILL use our 

circumstances for His glory if we have faith in Him. 

5. Work out your salvation by being and becoming like Christ 

(Surrendering to God continually).  

-- By faith in God and by obedience to God you become blameless and 

harmless (pure in Greek: akarios). Sanctification is not automatic. We 

don't work it in, but we cooperate with God in working it out. If there 

is no obedience and faith, there wouldn't be sanctification taking place. 

God sanctifies by the Holy Spirit, but we cooperate as his children.  

-- By obedience and faith we become what we already are positionally 

in Christ. We are saints by faith in Jesus (Ephesians 1:1; Philippians 

1:1; Colossians 1:1). But we must become what we are in Christ. God 

wants us to become like Christ in the practical situations and realities 

of life. We become through time more like Christ. And Christ is perfect 

and blameless. God wants us to be blameless in speech (words) and 

conduct (behavior) and in attitude (heart; emotions). The salvation of 

God must be manifested more and more in our lives (E.g. Romans 

12:1,2). A divine metamorphoses should take place in us.  

-- By being like and becoming like Christ you shine as lights in a 
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perverse and crooked world. The world is wicked (e.g. abortion on 

demand: rape; murder; hijackings; human trafficking; prostitution; 

homosexual so-called marriages and unions; false religions; and the list 

goes on). The smallest light displaces the densest darkness. But we are 

to shine like stars! Daniel 12:3 says: "Those who are wise shall shine 

like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to 

righteousness as the stars forever and ever” (Daniel 12:3 NKJV). 

-- God hasn't called us to get out of the world, but to be in the world. 

Jesus prayed:  "I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, 

but that You should keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15 NKJV). 

-- We are the light of the world, because of our unity with Christ. Christ 

in us is the light. Jesus said: “I am the light of the world. He who 

follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” (John 

8:12 NKJV). 

--By becoming like Christ you show yourself to be children of God. 

What this world needs is not only talk and preaching but reality, love, 

and community. People want to see that Christians practice what they 

preach. We should walk the talk. Then God will be glorified. Matthew 

5:13-16 says: “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 

cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, 

but on a lamp-stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let 

your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16 NKJV). 

-- To glorify God is the goal of God working our salvation in. The 

glorification of Christ and knowing Christ is the goal of salvation 

(Philippians 3:7,8). 

We must become the message (Galatians 2:20). There was a missionary 

in Africa who lived there for a few years and then departed and when 

other missionaries came and asked whether they heard about Jesus, 

they replied:  "He lived among us" referring to the missionary. The 

people so saw the godly behavior of the missionary that they thought 

he was Jesus! People must see that our greatest treasure is God and not 

our possessions or our knowledge or our occupation or earthly family. 

The world must see that we are different. Recently there were many 

stories in the news of Iraqi Christians. Many Christian children refused 
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to deny Christ. Many of these Children's heads were being chopped off 

for their testimony. What an example!  

Conclusion: God is the Author, the Beginner, the Sustainer and the 

Finisher of your salvation and faith. All the glory to Him, but we work 

this salvation out, in cooperation with Him, by: 

-- fear and trembling 

-- by relying on the in-working of God 

-- by faith in God and obedience to God 

-- by not complaining and disputing 

-- by a heart filled with thanksgiving to God 

-- by preserving the unity of the Spirit 

-- by holding on to the Word of Life 

-- by rejoicing with the children of God in the midst of tribulations 

and trials 

-- by being and becoming like Christ 

-- by shining as lights in this crooked and perverse world 

The Goal: so that God gets the glory and to know Christ more 

intimately. 
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1.14 Threefold Security 

Threefold security and assurance for the believer in Christ 

Context: The Israelites just experienced the miraculous multiplication 

of the bread after Jesus saw that the multitudes didn't have enough to 

eat. Then the crowd said to Jesus that God gave them bread from 

heaven (manna) when Moses and their ancestors were in the desert 

centuries before. Then Jesus replies and says that God gives them 

Someone, and He is the true Bread of Heaven. The Israelites replied to 

Jesus: "Give us always this bread!" Jesus said: "For the bread of God is 

He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” Then 

they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” (John 6:33, 34 

NKJV) 

Text: John 6:35-40. 

 35) And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to 

Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.  

36) But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe.  

37) All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who 

comes to Me I will by no means cast out.  

38) For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the 

will of Him, who sent Me.  

39) This is the will of the Father, who sent Me, that of all He has given 

Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.  

40) And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees 

the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise 

him up at the last day” (John 6:35-40 NKJV). 

In this crowd to whom Jesus spoke, there were two groups of people. 

Those who believed that He was the Messiah and those who didn't. 

That might be the case today as well. 

There are 10 truths God revealed in this passage that stood out for me. 

I will mention them sequentially as they happen in time not as they 

are stated in the passage. 
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1) God the Father chooses certain people and gives them to Jesus 

(Verse 37). How He chooses or with what motivation in part remains a 

mystery to human beings. He doesn't choose people based on their 

goodness or because some are morally better than others (1 Corinthians 

1:26-30; Matthew 11:25-27). 

2) Jesus came down from Heaven (Verse 38). This Implies He existed 

before He was born as a human being. John 1:1-3,14 confirms this 

truth. 

3) Those the Father gives to Jesus come to Jesus (verse 37). 

4) Those who come to Jesus see Jesus and believe in Him (verse 40). 

5) Those who believe receive eternal life (verse 40) 

6) Those who come to Jesus never becomes hungry again (verse 35; 

spiritually) 

7) Those who believe in Jesus will never thirst again (verse 35; 

spiritually) 

8) Those who come to Jesus will never be cast out (verse 37) "by no 

means";” go to hell”;"be damned". 

9) It is the will of the Father that of all those whom the Father gives to 

Jesus He will lose no one (Verse 39,40). Jesus’ task is to keep believers 

in the state of salvation. He always succeeds (See Romans 8:34 and 

Hebrews 7:25 and John 10:27-30).  

10) Those who receive everlasting life will be raised on the last day 

(Verse 39,40). There is another life after this one. Glorified bodies are 

coming up in Gods timetable (Phillippians 3:19). 

1) How do I know the Father gives me to the Son? 

To know if the Father gives me to the Son is all important because if 

He does, you and I will be safe (verse 37). The answer to this question 

is found in the rest of verse 37. "Those who come to Me, I will never 

cast out." The answer to the question is: You come to Jesus. But not 

only once or twice. The word "come" in the Greek is in the participle 

(partisipium) form, which means it is an ongoing occurrence. This 

verse can be translated: “He who continually comes (or is coming), I 

will never cast out." When you come and keep on coming to Jesus 
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Christ, then God will never cast you out. Not that I say: "I prayed a 

prayer once upon a time and received Jesus into my life, and now I do 

and live as I want." We have to come to the Jesus of the Bible. The 

Jesus, the Bible reveals, is the real Jesus. Jesus Christ is the long 

awaited Messiah. Jesus is the Godman. Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus 

who is God in the flesh. The Savior of the world. 

-- I know that the Father gives me to the Son if I see in myself the fruit 

of repentance. I see conviction of sins (change of mind) I see 

conversion (a change in lifestyle) and I see contrition (a change of 

heart) in my own life. The sins I used to love I now abhor, because of 

a broken heart, because of my sin (Isaiah 57:15). I see the pride in my 

heart, and I loathe it. I see unclean thoughts, and I hate it etc. I have 

turned from my evil ways, and now I am facing Jesus Christ. My eyes 

are on Him. My hope is in Him. I follow Jesus. My spiritual thirst is 

quenched and my spiritual hunger is satisfied.  

-- In short: I know that the Father has given me to the Son if I come to 

Jesus in repentance and if I trust in the Jesus the Bible reveals. 

2) What does it mean to come to Jesus? 

Lets look further what it means to come to Jesus Christ the way versss 

37 says. 

-- Coming to Jesus and having your spiritual hunger being satisfied are 

equated (Verse 35). If I come to Jesus as verse 35 says, I will NEVER 

hunger again. This is meant spiritually off course. We all need food 

everyday otherwise, we will starve to death. To come to Jesus the way 

verse 35 and 37 speaks of means your burdens are lifted. It means your 

sins are forgiven. It means you find rest in Jesus Christ. Jesus said: "All 

things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the 

Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the 

Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. Come to Me, 

all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 

My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and 

My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:27-30 NKJV).  

-- Before we knew Christ we stood guilty before God because we 

transgressed the law of God. We acted contrary to the character of God. 
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We offended Him. We despised His voice. Other things and people 

were more important to us than Him. We had idols in our lives, and we 

were children of wrath (Ephesians 2:1-3) We lied, were lustful, stole 

from God, etc. and because of our sins we needed God's justice, which 

is death (physical and spiritual). Eternal separation from the glory of 

God is what we deserved. We deserved hell. We were also looking for 

love and acceptance in all the wrong places. We were hungry for real 

love. Sometimes we didn't even know that we were in danger of hell.  

-- But after you meet Christ Jesus everything changes. You discover 

the Treasure among treasures. You discover real meaning in life. You 

discover the joy of the Savior. You discover the fact that there is a 

Savior, who is merciful and kind and wants to have an eternal loving 

relationship with you. You experience being born from heaven, being 

born of the Holy Spirit. You discover that Jesus came to set you free 

from your sins and from the power of Satan and sin. You discover 

Everlasting Bread. The Bread of Heaven and the presence of God in 

your life that satisfies you. The Holy Spirit comes to make His home 

within you (John 14:21,23). 

-- To come to Jesus is to be like a man in a desert who for days haven't 

had anything to eat then he discovers a supermarket or bakery with all 

kinds of food. He knows that without food He will surely die. He eats 

and he eats until he is satisfied. Although he will hunger again, he will 

never try to go into the desert again to fill his hunger. He knows the 

desert is not a place where you can survive. The desert is like the world. 

You will always be disillusioned by the lusts and riches and pleasure 

and "food" it offers. It cannot satisfy you eternally. To come to Jesus 

means your spiritual appetite is forever satisfied. 

3) What does it mean to believe in Jesus? 

-- I believe  that the terms "to believe" and to "come" in this passage 

are used interchangeably, indicating the same experience. It refers to 

receive salvation. That's why Jesus said: "He who believes in Me shall 

never thirst." None of us can live without food or water for long. But 

water is ever more important than food in a way. We can survive 

without food for 40 days or more but without water only for 3 days. 

Jesus used these analogies to show us our desperate need for Himself. 
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We cannot live without Jesus. He is the Prince of Life. The Fountain of 

Living Water as Jeremiah 2 says. Jesus is life (John 14:6).  

-- To believe in Jesus means your spiritual thirst is forever quenched. 

"He who believes in Me shall NEVER thirst" verse 35 

-- Verse 40 says he who sees the Son and believes in Him shall receive 

eternal life. Before you believed in Jesus, you were spiritually blind. 

You have to "spiritually see" who Jesus is. Paul said, "But even if our 

gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds 

the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on 

them..... For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of 

darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Corinthians 4:3, 4, 6 

NKJV). You have to see the glory of God in the gospel otherwise, you 

won't believe in Jesus. To believe in Christ is to be satisfied with all 

God was, is and will be for you in Jesus Christ by the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. The more we are satisfied with Christ, the stronger our 

faith. It would not be wrong to say: unless you are satisfied with the 

Jesus Christ revealed in the Bible, you don't have saving faith! To 

believe and never thirst again means you believe as the Scriptures says: 

that Jesus is who He said He is. The Messiah. The King of kings. God 

in the flesh. The Source of Eternal Life. 

Let's hear Jesus’ testimony of Himself in John 18:33-37: “Then Pilate 

entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You 

the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for 

yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?” Pilate 

answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

delivered You to me. What have You done?” Jesus answered, “My 

kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 

servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but 

now My kingdom is not from here.” Pilate, therefore, said to Him, “Are 

You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. 

For this cause I was born, and for this cause, I have come into the world, 

that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 

hears My voice” (John 18:33-37 NKJV). 
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Listen to  Jesus' testimony before the High Priest before He was 

crucified. "And the high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You answer 

nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” But Jesus kept 

silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You under 

oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” 

Jesus said to him, “ It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter 

you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and 

coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matthew 26:62-64 NKJV). 

-- To believe in Jesus Christ means your deepest longing for acceptance 

is satisfied. It means you realize that Jesus came to take your sins away. 

You realize that Jesus came to save sinners and that He did that when 

He died in your place as your substitute to release you from sin's, 

Satan's and death's power. Jesus came to take the guilt of your sins 

away and to put you in the right relationship with God. Jesus did that 

when He died on a cross 2000 years ago outside Golgotha. To believe 

in Jesus means God is not angry with you anymore. Jesus took the 

wrath and anger of God towards you away because of His sacrifice on 

Golgotha. God has accepted you through Jesus' sacrifice and 

righteousness by faith. To believe in Jesus means you are reconciled to 

God, and you receive the gift of the Holy Spirit ever to abide with you 

even beyond the grave. If you are God’s property, you are always His 

property. Nothing can separate you from God’s love in Christ Jesus 

(Romans 8:38,39). And no one can pluck you out of the hand of the 

Father (John 10:28-30). The good work that God started, He will finish 

(Philippians 1:6).  If God is for us, who can be against us (Romans 

8:31)? There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ (Romans 

8:1). The polluted fountains of the world and the desert cannot bring 

lasting satisfaction.  

As Jesus said in John 7:37-39: "On the last day, that great day of the 

feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come 

to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out 

of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke 

concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for 

the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified” 

(John 7:37-39 NKJV). 
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Without Water you will die within days. We need water everyday. 

Without drinking from Jesus (the Fountain Living Water) and receiving 

His life, wisdom, power, forgiveness, deliverance and Spirit, you will 

also die in this life and eternally in hell. 

But If we come to Jesus to satisfy our souls, if we come to Him and 

drink from Him to forgive us our sins, if we come to the crucified and 

risen Savior and King and Lord of the world and as our Soul-satisfier 

then the following three promises applies to us: 

1) he that comes to Me I will NEVER cast out (verse 37) 

2) This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has 

given Me I SHOULD lose NOTHING but should raise it up at 

the last day (verse 39) 

3) And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees 

the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life, and I 

will raise him up at the last day (verse 40) 
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1.15 Pressing on towards the goal 

Philippians 3:12-4:1  

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press 

on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing 

I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in 

anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let 

us hold true to what we have attained. Brothers, join in imitating me, 

and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you 

have in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you 

even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is 

destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with 

minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from 

it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our 

lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 

even to subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3:12-21 ESV) 

Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. (Philippians 4:1 ESV) 

Introduction: 

 

First, we will look at four marks of unbelievers and then we'll look at 

the main marks of a mature believer in Christ Jesus. The defining mark 

of the mature Christian is that “he presses on toward the mark (goal) 

for the prize of the upward call in Christ Jesus." To press toward the 

prize of the upward call, the mature Christian must have "Dominating 

convictions";”Controlling behavioral patterns" and "an ultimate aim." 

You will see that I refer to a mature Christian because this is what Paul 

is driving at in this passage. He is thinking of how a mature Christian 

should think and behave in contrast to the immature believer and the 

unbeliever. So let's look at the unbeliever first. 

1. Four marks of Unbelievers and their end 

-- verse 18 "They are enemies of the cross of Jesus Christ." The 

cross of Christ is foolishness to them as 1 Corinthians 1:18 says. There 
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are at least two categories of those who are enemies of the cross.  

First category: Some believe that Jesus died on the cross to reconcile 

them to God, but they don't care about the claims of Christ. They love 

the world too much. They know the truth, but Christianity is too hard, 

too difficult. They prefer the easy way out. Pilfering, stealing, lying on 

income tax, etc.. is the way to go. They would say: “If I don't get caught 

then it's ok." They won't take up the cross or deny themselves. They 

won't suffer humiliation and persecution for Christ. They are the "stony 

ground hearers" or "the seed that is choked by the cares of the world 

and lusts and deceitfulness of riches." The second category: They are 

the ridiculers of the gospel. These are people who think the gospel is a 

fairytale or a fable. Atheists fall into this category. They will mock the 

idea of a "Suffering Savior." Muslims fall into this category as well. In 

their minds, anti-Christ ideas and convictions are deeply entrenched 

through formidable brainwashing over many years. They will persecute 

Christians, insult them and ridicule them. These are the Pharisees of 

our day. The Secular humanists. 

-- "Their god is their belly" They are pleasure seekers and not seekers 

after God. They live after the dictates of their flesh (Romans 8:5). This, 

of course, doesn't mean a Christian cannot enjoy biltong, a steak or a 

slab of chocolate. These people, however, have their minds set on their 

appetites. All they think about is what their body can enjoy. They live 

in luxury and perpetual comfort. They don't love their neighbors as 

themselves. Their god is their own lusts.  

-- verse 19 "Their glory is in their shame" They boast in their sins. 

They are the ones who have "gay pride," who advocate "abortion on 

demand," who make laws that bring down the age of consent for sex, 

who try to legalize dagga and prostitution and pornography. They are 

the ones who brag about how many women they slept with at family 

reunions and parties. They advocate spiritism, witchcraft, astral 

projection, going to sangomas for luck and blessing, and who consult 

the dead to win favor in society. Their consciences are seared with a 

hot iron. They should be ashamed of theses things, yet they are 

advocating these things when they get the opportunity. They are on the 

broad way to destruction. 
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-- verse 19 "Their minds are set on earthly things" Materialism is 

their god. Money is their god. They don't have a case with the afterlife. 

A song of Freddy Mercury sums up their mindset: "I want it all, and I 

want it now." Jesus said you cannot serve God and Mammon at the 

same time. But the unbeliever and ungodly serve Mammon. Their 

minds are set, fixed on earthly things. Most of their time is spent on 

things of the earth. You might say: Aren't Christians minds also set on 

earthly things, especially those who have secular jobs? The difference 

between a Christian in a secular job and an unbeliever is that the 

Christian doesn't find his highest joy in his job or in his occupation. His 

highest joy and satisfaction is found in God. 

-- verse 19 "Their end is destruction" not annihilation or extinction. 

Some theologians or Bible teachers would make us believe that there is 

no eternal destruction or that destruction here referred to, means an end 

of an individual, or extinction. Or they say it means: annihilation, 

meaning after some duration of punishment in hell there would be an 

obliteration of an individual. The word here in Greek is "apoleia" or 

"apolia" meaning death or ruin or spiritual destruction." If we read the 

consistent testimony of the New and Old Testament we see in Matthew 

25:46; Daniel 12:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 14:11 and Mark 

9:41-49 that hell is described as a place where "the fire is not quenched" 

and where "the worm does not die," we find words as "eternal 

punishment", "eternal destruction" and "the smoke of their torment 

ascends forever and ever" and "eternal contempt." The enemies of the 

cross have a fearful fate and future, my friend. Jesus rightly warned in 

Matthew 10:28, "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 

kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 

hell” (Matthew 10:28 ESV). 

2. Pressing toward the prize by having Dominating convictions 

Let's look at four dominating convictions a mature Christian has. 

Notice that I leave out new Christians. Because as Paul teaches, new 

and old Christians should strive to become mature in the faith. A 

Christian, who has been a believer for 20 years, can be as carnal as a 

new born baby in the faith. 

-- First conviction: "because Christ Jesus has made me his own" 

(Philippians 3:12). The mature Christian knows that salvation is of 



 145 

God. He knows the spiritual reality of the song "Nothing in my hands I 

bring, simply to thy cross I cling." He knows the only thing he can bring 

to the table of salvation is his sins. He knows that salvation is by grace 

through faith, that it is a gift of God. He knows that all the glory belongs 

to God for his forgiveness and justification. He knows that "without 

Christ, he can do nothing." He knows that it is the Vine that channels 

the sap into the branch (into his spirit) and that the branch has no life 

by itself. He knows through divine omnipotence God has chosen him 

to be his child. He knows that the decisive reason he is in the Vine is 

not because of his own choosing, but that it was God who has chosen 

and appointed him/her to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last (John 

15:16). The mature Christian looks at the wonder of the "glory of Christ 

within" and marvels why God has chosen him/her above others. He 

rejoices over his salvation like a mother over a newborn baby! He 

knows Christ Jesus has made him, his own, by His righteousness and 

finished work at the cross and He rests in that reality. Halleluja! 

-- Second conviction: "but our citizenship is in heaven" (verse 20). 

The mature Christian's mind is set on heavenly things. As Paul Washer 

famously said: "some preachers say Christians are so heavenly minded 

that they are no earthly good, but I say Christians are these days so 

earthly minded that they are no heavenly good." Isn't this true of 

modern Christianity? Where are the Christians that are shaking the 

world and turning it upside down as Paul did? The mature Christian 

knows that we are only pilgrims in this world passing through, that we 

have a better country in heaven as Abraham and the forefathers knew 

(Hebrews 11:8-16). Mature Christians don't get too comfortable in this 

world. They don't hoard needless possession as if it is going out of 

fashion. Their heart is set on Christ and the coming kingdom, in the 

new heavens and the new earth. When they think of heaven, there is a 

twinkling in the eye and an excitement welling up from inside. Their 

true home is heaven and for that country, they are hoping for and 

willing to suffer all and count it as loss as Paul mentioned earlier in the 

Philippians chapter 3:6-8.  

-- Third conviction: God has the power to subject all things to 

Himself. "by the power that enables him even to subject all things to 

himself" (verse 21). As Jesus said in Matthew 28:18, "All power in 

heaven and on earth has been given to Me." The mature Christian 
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knows this, and it controls and dominates everything he does. He 

doesn't get tipped off by the escalating murder and rape statistics or the 

evils and sins of the world like "human trafficking, drug pushing or 

Christians who are being killed and heads being chopped off across the 

world by Muslims believers, even how horrible that is.” The mature 

Christian is a firm believer in the sovereignty of God and knows that in 

spite of all the evil and cruelty in the world God is on His throne and 

rules the world in righteousness and justice. As Isaiah 9:6-10 says, "of 

the increase of His (Jesus Christ's) government and peace there shall be 

no end." All authority and power and dominion are under His feet as 

Ephesians 1:20-22 declares. He believes that nothing can occur without 

God's permission and knowledge. Not only that, the mature Christian 

knows that ultimate justice will be given to every evil doer and 

unbeliever that has ever walked on the face of the earth, and that makes 

Him rest in the omnipotent arms of God. The mature Christian knows 

"The Great White Throne Judgement" is coming and that the rebellious, 

Satan and the demons will have their part in the lake of fire. 

--Fourth conviction: "God will transform our lowly body to be like 

his glorious body" (verse 21). And in addition to this the mature 

Christian knows that God will destroy death as a permanent reality for 

all his children and that the reality of suffering, sickness, pain and death 

will be replaced with an era and earth where all His children will 

receive glorious bodies that will never experience pain, suffering, 

sickness and death (Revelation 21:1-7). The mature Christian is 

convinced of the fact of the second coming of Christ and of the 

resurrection of the dead as he is convinced of the sun that gives heat 

and light every day for the inhabitants of the earth. He knows this to be 

true because he believes in the gospel of Jesus Christ where Jesus 

finally and decisively conquered Satan and death by His glorious 

resurrection from the dead! He believes and is hopeful of that future 

event. 

3. Pressing toward the prize by having these Controlling mindsets 

(behavioral patterns) 

-- Forgetting the things that lie behind" (verse 13), knowing they 

(the Christians) are not perfect. In Greek the word “forgetting” is 

menas: "to neglect"; "to loose out of mind." The mature Christian 
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doesn't fix his eyes on his past sins. He doesn't get bogged down by 

depression and he doesn't find himself in a mire or dungeon of self-pity 

over his past sins. There may be times where "Giant Despair" and 

"Doubting Castle" have gotten the upper hand, but "The Key of 

Promise" soon is found and release becomes the norm. As Paul said, 

"not that I am already perfect or have already attained." The mature 

Christian knows that he/she isn't perfect. But he knows that Christ Jesus 

has come to save him from his guilt-ridden soul and the power of his 

sins (Matthew 1:21) and to wallow and play around with sins is as 

dangerous as playing with an unexploded bomb or a deadly black 

mamba. The mature Christian turns from his past sins and forgets his 

former ways as if it was never part of his personality. The old 

unregenerate man he used to be is as foreign to him as a stranger in 

Bangladesh would be. He knows that he has a new identity, given to 

him by God and that he is a saint, chosen and called by God to be holy 

as God is holy.  

-- "Straining forward to what lies before" (verse 14), pressing into 

more of God, taking hold of God. The mature Christian is pressing into 

what lies before, into Christ and His kingdom. His eyes are fixed on 

Jesus Christ, the Author, and Finisher of His faith. He runs the race 

with endurance. He uses His energy through the Holy Spirit to put to 

death the deeds of the body (Romans 8:12,13). He considers himself 

crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20), and He crucifies the flesh with 

its desires and passions as Galatians 5:24 tells us to do. The mindset of 

the mature Christian is a conquering mindset. He reaches to conquer 

his besetting sins and to know more of God and to press deeper into the 

reality of God in him/her. 

-- He is "Standing firm" in what he has already attained (3:16;4:1). 

Revelation 2 says "Only hold fast what you have until I come” 

(Revelation 2:25 ESV). The mature Christian gives utmost diligence to 

stand on the ground which God in Christ has given him. He makes sure 

that when old temptations come that he hides in God because he knows 

never to underestimate Satan and his demons and his own evil heart. 

He knows that he is depraved, and therefore he takes the time to become 

quiet before God everyday and to draw strength from the Holy Spirit. 

He knows how easy it is to fall into old sinful thought patterns or sinful 

habits and addictions. Therefore he makes time to walk in the light as 
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God is in the light (1 John 1:7) and asks for prayer from other believers. 

He knows Galatians 6:2 is essential for progressive victory in the 

Christian life. "Bear each other's burdens and fulfill the law of Christ."  

 

-- "His eyes are fixed on godly examples" and he follows those 

examples (verse 3:17). Mature Christians seek examples of excellence 

to be inspired and to imitate. They know that they need inspiration in a 

world that is fixed on glorifying mankind and what they have achieved. 

He knows that the world would want him to come over and glory in 

their sins and heroes. But the mature Christian's secret admiration is for 

those who love God with all their heart and soul and strength. His heart 

thirsts and hungers after righteousness because he knows that if he does 

that, he will be satisfied (Matthew 5:7). He wants to be a hero of the 

faith, yet painfully realizes that without Christ and His grace he will 

end up like Samson or King David or Peter when they sinned left to his 

own strength. Nevertheless, his joy is in Christ and his saints. 

4. The ultimate aim of the mature Christian 

-- "Pressing towards the goal of the prize of the upward call in 

Christ Jesus" (verse 13). The ultimate aim of the Christian is to hear 

The Lord Jesus' words ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 

been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy 

of your master.’ (Matthew 25:23 ESV). The ultimate aim of the 

Christian is to reach “the goal of the prize of the upward call in Christ 

Jesus". It's to reach heaven; it is to be faithful until the end. It is to get 

the crown. The Christian life is not like a 100-meter dash but more like 

a marathon race.  

-- Years ago at KwasizaBantu where I worked at a Christian school the 

last event of an Athletic day was a 400-meter relay. The teams that were 

contesting in the race were among the others, the under 19's and a few 

teams in their twenties and thirties. I remember that there was a team 

that finished school a few years earlier and in the last 100 meters before 

the finishing line of that race, before the end of the race, they were 

about 10-15 meters in front. But then came the fastest u/19 Zulu kid 

behind them. I remember the anguish on his face, like yesterday, as he 

mustered all his energyes and strength to pass his older rival. With 

everything he had within meters of the finishing line he passed his older 
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competitor and won the race. When I thought about it afterward the 

words "pressing towards the goal" got a whole new meaning for me. 

Christians, I thought, ought to be like that Zulu teenager. Giving their 

all, pressing into with all their might not to EARN the prize but to reach 

the finishing line with all their might. When we give our ALL for 

Christ, Christ gets the glory. But when we lag behind and fritter away 

at the back of the race, the world looks on and think we are just playing 

Christianity. Therefore let us press toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of Jesus Christ! 

-- to know God better in glory, "from where we await a Savior" (verse 

20) "the upward call in CHRIST JESUS!" (verse 13). Paul said earlier 

in the chapter "He counted all things loss for the surpassing knowledge 

of knowing Jesus Christ" verse 7,8. To know Jesus Christ more and in 

His glory must be the ultimate aim of wanting to go to heaven. Heaven 

wouldn't be heaven if Jesus Christ isn't there. As the apostle Peter said 

in 2 Peter 3:18 "to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ" is the ultimate aim of pressing into God. Just imagine you are 

in heaven with all the transparent gold and exquisite beauty and jewels 

but God is not there! Would that be heaven? No, it would be hell! The 

ultimate aim of the Christian is to explore and know and enjoy and 

glorify the surpassing worth of Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. Paul 

said: "But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20 ESV). We are not only 

pressing into heaven for heaven's sake, no, we are pressing into heaven 

because "from it we await a Savior, The Lord Jesus Christ."  

The upward call is a call into more of Jesus Christ! Are we waiting for 

Him? Is Christ we want in heaven? Is He our ultimate aim? Is He the 

end or a means to another end? We can't fool God. He knows. As Paul 

said in chapter 3:15 if we have another mindset God will reveal it to us! 

I close with a few questions: If you look at yourself in the mirror of 

Scripture:  

Can you identify with the marks of the ungodly?  

Is your mind set on earthly things? 

Is your belly your god?  

Are you boasting in your shame?  
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If you do, your end will be eternal destruction and all I can say is: repent 

for the kingdom of God is near! 

But if you do believe, I challenge you to press toward the goal for the 

prize by having the dominating convictions Paul had.  

1) Know that Christ has made you his own.  

2) Know that your citizenship is in heaven.  

3) Know that God is able to subdue all things to Himself and  

4) Know that God WILL change your lowly body into a glorified body! 

Christian, do you press toward the goal for the prize by having the 

controlling mindset (behavioral patterns) Paul had?  

1) Are you forgetting the things that are past?  

2) Are you straining to what lies ahead?  

3) Are you Holding fast to what God has given you? 

4) Are you Fixing your eyes on godly examples? 

And does your ultimate aim for believing correspond with Paul's aim?  

Heaven's prize and knowing Christ more intimately?  

Is Christ your goal?  

Is He your ultimate prize?  

If not let us examine ourselves and press harder towards the goal for 

the prize of the upward call in Christ Jesus! 
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1.16 How God uses suffering for His glory (The purpose of 

suffering for a Christian) 

2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of mercies and God of all comfort,  

4) who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we 

ourselves are comforted by God.  

5) For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also 

abounds through Christ.  

6) Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, 

which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also 

suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.  

7) And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are 

partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation.  

8) For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which 

came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above 

strength, so that we despaired even of life.  

9) Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not 

trust in ourselves but in God, who raises the dead,  

10) who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in 

whom we trust that He will still deliver us,  

11) you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be 

given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through 

many. ( snaihtniroC II  1: 11-3  NKJV). 

Introduction 

Suffering is a human phenomenon. There hasn't been a human being 

that has lived that hasn't experienced suffering of some kind, be it 

physical, emotional, psychological or spiritual. If we look at the news 

headlines everyday, we know that we live in a fallen world. Even in 

religions like Buddhism, it is one of the  “noble truths.” All humans are 

suffering and will experience suffering. However, we don't all react to 
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suffering in the same way, do we? Some people get angry with God 

because of the suffering they experience. Some people become atheists 

or agnostics because they cannot reconcile a good God with all the 

suffering that He allows in this world.  

One of the most important things to understand about our world is that 

it is fallen and broken because of the fall of man. The fall of mankind 

in the garden of Eden affected the world we live in. Sickness, suffering, 

sins and death are consequences of the sin of Adam and Eve. We are 

not living in a perfect world. We are living in a world where many 

people of the human race have turned their backs on God. The Bible 

also says: “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself 

also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 

liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation 

groans and labors with birth pangs together until now” ( snamoR  8: -02

22  NKJV). It is true, all people are suffering to different extents, but 

the primary cause for suffering in this world was the fall of mankind in 

the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-15). Since then each human has 

contributed to the suffering because all have sinned (Romans 3:23) 

except one, Jesus Christ. However, God has a purpose in suffering for 

His people. And that is why this text of 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 in the 

Bible is so awesome! God has not left us in our suffering but has 

become one of us in our suffering, in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

And in a real sense, Jesus Christ had suffered the most of any man, 

because he bore the wrath of God for sin on the cross when He died on 

Golgotha about 2000 years ago. He was forsaken by God so that we 

can be reconciled to God. 

But we live in the real world. We live on earth now. We know that God 

has a purpose for this earth. He is on a journey with the human race to 

a destination. The Bible is clear that God has promised new heavens 

and new earth (Isaiah 65:17; Revelation 21:1) for those who belong to 

Him, where there will be no more death, sickness, suffering and sin 

(Revelation 21:4)! But we are not there yet! And all people are not 

going there! For people who don't belong to Jesus Christ, suffering 

makes no sense. In fact, they are without hope and God in this world. 

Their suffering will also increase in the next dispensation (Revelation 

20:15). But what is the hope and comfort for Christians in this world? 
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Let's turn to our text! If we examine this text and others, we see that 

there is a divine cycle for the Christian in suffering for Christ. 

This is the divine cycle of suffering for a Christian:  

The glorification of God -- we suffer and experience tribulation -- we 

are comforted and encouraged by God -- We comfort others who 

experience suffering with the Comfort of God (The Holy Spirit) -- It 

results in the edification and salvation of the recipients -- We trust in 

God because God delivers us (it's not of ourselves) -- God is glorified 

and thanked! 

1) All Christians suffer  

As we said in the beginning, all human beings are suffering, yet 

Christians suffer differently because we suffer for the sake of Christ. 

We suffer as children of God. There are also different types of 

suffering. We can suffer because of our own personal sins which are 

not honorable at all.  In the first letter of Peter, the following is written: 

“But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a 

busybody in other people’s matters. If anyone suffers as a Christian, let 

him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter” ( reteP I  

4: 61-51  NKJV). There is a suffering for the sake of Christ which has a 

great reward. Jesus said: “Blessed are you when they revile and 

persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 

Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 

for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you” ( wehttaM  

5: 21-11  NKJV)? And in 1 Peter 4 it is written: “...but rejoice to the 

extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is 

revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are 

reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests upon you. On their part, He is blasphemed, but 

on your part, He is glorified” ( reteP I  4: 41-31  NKJV). Paul, the apostle, 

probably suffered the most of all the apostles. It is also not surprising 

that God used him more than the other apostles. We will see later that 

this is not coincidental! Paul mentions in verse 9-11 that they had the 

sentence of death upon them. What did Paul refer to? 

Later in the same letter to the Corinthians Paul described what he went 

through: "I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least 
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receive me as a fool, that I also may boast a little. What I speak, I speak 

not according to the Lord, but as it were, foolishly, in this confidence 

of boasting. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. 

Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ?—

I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above 

measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews 

five times I received forty stripes minus one. Three times I was beaten 

with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night 

and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, 

in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the 

Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 

sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in 

sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 

nakedness— besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my 

deep concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? 

Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? If I must 

boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity” (  II

snaihtniroC  11 : 03-22 ,71-61  NKJV). 

Paul knew what it meant to suffer for the sake of Jesus Christ. In 

history, we also have such examples, like Richard Wurmbrand, who 

was tortured for 14 years in prison or Brother Yun in China who went 

through tremendous suffering. But they are not isolated cases. In fact, 

there are millions of Christians who have suffered and died for the 

Name of Christ in past centuries. Some Christians suffer more than 

others but what we cannot deny is that all will suffer for the sake of the 

Name of Christ. Jesus Christ promised that to us in John 16:33 "These 

things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome 

the world.” ( nhoJ  61 : 33  NKJV). And in John 15:22 Jesus said:  

"Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than 

his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they 

kept My word, they will keep yours also” ( nhoJ  51 : 02  NKJV).  

And in Matthew 16:24 Jesus promised His disciples:  “If anyone desires 

to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross (endure 

suffering), and follow Me" (Matthew 61 : 42  NKJV). Suffering for the 

Christian is unavoidable. Period. Expect it. It is coming! 2 Timothy 

3:12 says: "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
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suffer persecution” ( yhtomiT II  3: 21  NKJV). So if it's unavoidable how 

do we prepare for suffering? Well in a certain sense you can't prepare 

for it! But God prepares us for His purposes in it! 

2) We get comforted by God 

Because Christians are united to God through the Holy Spirit by faith, 

we are in a privileged position. Our text says that God is blessed 

because He comforts us in all our afflictions and tribulations! How does 

He do that? He does it through the presence of the Holy Spirit within, 

through the word and promises of God and through His people. The 

Holy Spirit indwells all believers (Romans 8:9) and therefore God uses 

them to comfort us. But God is the chief agent in comforting us. The 

Greek word here for comfort is: "paraklesis." We get the word 

Parakletos from this word which is connected to the Holy Spirit. The 

Holy Spirit is called the “Parakletos” or Comforter in the gospel of John 

(John 14:15). This word: “Paraklesis” could be translated as: 

“consolation or comfort or encouragement.” It literally means to stand 

next to and help. When we suffer as Christians, we suffer not in vain 

because God is always with the Christian. Jesus also said before He 

went to heaven that: "He will be with us to the end of the world" 

(Matthew 28:20). This of course means that the Spirit of Christ, the 

Holy Spirit, will be with us until the consummation (the end of the 

world). Nothing that happens in a Christians life is not ordained by 

God. And nothing that happens, how horrific it might be, God doesn't 

work for the good for those who believe. That is what Romans 8:28 

teaches us: "God works ALL things for the good for those who love 

God and are called according to His purpose."  

You might say to me: "but you don't know what I've been through!" 

You might say: "I've been abused"; "my parents have been raped"; "I've 

lost everything in an earthquake" etc. My friend, it doesn't matter what 

happened to you. What matters is how your view of God. What matters 

is your revelation of God. What matters is how you react to what 

happened to you. This text tells us that "God is the Father of all mercies 

and all comfort.” Not only was and is Jesus the Merciful and 

Compassionate, healing people of many diseases, delivering them from 

demons, etc. Not only is the Holy Spirit called the Comforter, but the 

Father is called the God of all Comfort. Do you have this revelation in 
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your spirit, friend? Have you experienced this fact in your life? The 

first reason why you experience suffering and tribulation is to know 

God as your Comforter. God allows you to experience suffering so that 

you might know Him better, as the God of all Comfort. As verse 5 says: 

"as the sufferings of Christ abound so does the consolation through 

Christ! Have you experienced this, friend? 

3) God uses our suffering for effective service 

Why was God able to use Paul in such a tremendous way? Is it because 

of his great intellect? Was it because of His natural gifts? Or was it 

because he suffered so much for Jesus Christ? Maybe it was a 

combination of all of these and more. However, I believe the main 

reason God could use him in such a tremendous way is because of the 

sufferings he experienced as a Christian. Just after Paul's conversion on 

the Damascus road, Jesus said the following to Cornelius, a fellow 

disciple, about Paul:  “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My 

name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show 

him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” ( stcA  9: -51

61  NKJV). From the start, Paul was set aside for a life of suffering. 

When Paul describes his life as a disciple, he says to God: “For Your 

sake, we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter” ( snamoR  8: 63  NKJV). Paul was so effective in service for 

God because he suffered so much for Christ! 

 Our text says the following: "Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,  who 

comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those 

who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we are comforted 

by God". God can use us as much in proportion as we have suffered for 

His Name sake! Have you ever realized this my friend? The more you  

suffer for Christ, the more God can use you in His service! The comfort 

and encouragement you experience from the Holy Spirit while 

suffering equips you to comfort others and encourage others! God 

equips the sufferers, the disciples, with His Holy Spirit!  He calls His 

children to salvation and then in the fire of affliction they learn more 

and more about Christ, so that God can use them in the future. Our text 

says with the comfort that God comforts us we are able to comfort those 
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in ANY trouble! In other words: Extreme suffering equips you for every 

good work in the kingdom of God! 

Paul goes on to say: "Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation 

and salvation, which is effective for enduring the same sufferings 

which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation 

and salvation. And our hope for you is steadfast because we know that 

as you are partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the 

consolation” (verse 6,7). 

The Scriptures and the promises of God comfort us as well. God uses 

the promises and the Scriptures to comfort us. In fact, it is by the 

Scriptures and the promises of Scripture that the Holy Spirit comforts 

us! And with that consolation we run to others and tell them of the great 

God of mercy and comfort. We share with them the gospel of grace and 

truth and hope because through the gospel and the Holy Spirit God 

gives us hope. This is what Romans 15 teaches: "For whatever things 

were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 

patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the 

God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one 

another, according to Christ Jesus" ( snamoR  51 : 5-4  NKJV).  

It is not a surprise that those people who have suffered the most for 

their faith, God uses the most for His glory e.g. Richard Wurmbrand. 

Those people whom God delivered from drugs and alcohol abuse God 

uses to minister to drugs and alcohol abusers. Those women who have 

been through an abortion or a miscarriage are often the women who can 

minister the most effectively to those who have undergone these things. 

Those who have been through cancer and have been helped are the ones 

God uses to minister to cancer-sufferers. Those who have been healed 

and restored by God after sexual abuse can minister to those who have 

undergone these injustices (e.g. Hettie Brittz). The comfort and 

encouragement Christians experience from God in the midst of 

suffering, God uses as a means and as a tool by His children to be 

effective ministers of the gospel. This truth gives us a whole new view 

on suffering, doesn't it? If you have God's perspective on the reason 

and purposes for suffering, it changes the way you see your own 

suffering! To suffer is not something to run away from, but to be 

embraced as a school of ministry training from God! Suffering is an 



 158 

opportunity for God to show Himself strong! That is why Paul said in 

the same letter: "And God said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 

for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I 

will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 

upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 

needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am 

weak, then I am strong" (II Corinthians 21 : 01-9  NKJV). My friend, do 

you see your suffering as an opportunity for God? God specializes in 

making weak people strong! God specializes in making broken people 

whole! God specializes in comforting those undergoing suffering of 

any kind! 

4) God strips us away of pride and self-sufficiency 

Another thing that suffering and tribulation does in a Christian's life is 

is to strip them of all pride, self-sufficiency and trusting in people. This 

is exactly what the effect was in Paul's life. We read that in verse 8-9: 

"For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which 

came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above 

strength so that we despaired even of life. Yes, we had the sentence of 

death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God 

who raises the dead.” You see the closer we get to death the more we 

realize our own frailty. That is what Paul realized. He went to the jaws 

of death. Many times. Danger and tribulation made him trust in God 

alone! Difficulties in our lives and circumstances that cause distress 

and suffering are designed to strip us from trusting in man and our own 

abilities. Paul said his trust was in God who raises the dead! You see 

Paul's trust was in the resurrection of the dead! His trust was in the 

gospel! Jesus was the one who conquered death! And because He 

conquered death, his trust was in God’s supernatural power. Not even 

death could separate Paul from God! If God is for us, who can be 

against us? (Romans 8:31). As Paul said later in the same letter: 

"Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is 

perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our 

light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory" ( snaihtniroC II  4: 71-61  NKJV). 

My friend, what are you trusting in? In the stock exchange? In your 

investments? In technology? In science? In your pension fund? In 

social grants? In money (Mammon)? In academic accomplishments? 
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In social standing? In your education? Or in God who raises the dead? 

Is your hope in the gospel of Jesus Christ? Or in the accomplishments 

of man? My friend when you die, your computer and your investments 

are not going to help you!  

Paul goes on to say: "God...who delivered us from so great a death, and 

does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us" (verse 

10).  God delivered Paul from physical danger, but more importantly 

from the damnation of sin. God was delivering Paul from the dominion 

of sin from day to day, and God did deliver Paul in the future when he 

died from the pangs of death. Salvation for Paul had past, present and 

future dimensions and it is the same for every believer in Christ. God 

delivered us from the wrath of God and the punishment of sin in the 

past. When we trusted in Christ as our Substitute, God delivered us 

from the penalty of sin. But He also saves us from the power of sin and 

the bondage of sin in the present, and He will deliver us from the 

presence of sin and the wrath of God to come and the punishment of 

hell that unbelievers will experience. Friend, is your trust in the finished 

work of Jesus Christ that has past, present, and future dimensions? As 

Paul said in Romans 8:31: "if God is for us who can be against us!” 

And as Paul said in Romans 8:37-39: "Yet in all these things (sufferings 

and tribulations) we are more than conquerors through Him who loved 

us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate 

us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" ( snamoR  

8: 93-73  NKJV). 

5) God uses our suffering for His glory 

Paul ends this portion by saying: "you also helping together in prayer 

for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the 

gift granted" (verse 11). 

In this process of getting help and comfort from God by the Holy Spirit, 

God works through the church and specifically through the prayers of 

the church. God incorporates His redemptive plans and purposes by 

using the means of grace, by using the prayers of His people. The 

ultimate goal? So that thanks may abound towards God! That is why 

verse 3 starts with: "Blessed be the God and Father of all comfort and 
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all mercies..." Suffering makes no sense in the absence of God! God is 

in control, my friend! He has a purpose in our suffering, and that is that 

He gets the glory when He uses His people in the administration and 

proclamation of the gospel and the work of prayer through His church 

and in the ministry of comfort and encouragement through His church! 

As Paul also says in Romans 11:36: "of Him and through Him and to 

Him are all things, to HIM be the glory forever and ever! Can you see 

that the design of God in our suffering is His glory? Can you see that 

in your suffering God wants to draw you away from the comfort of the 

world to the comfort that only He can give? Can you see that God wants 

to satisfy you with His consolation and presence in the midst of 

suffering so that you may know God better and better in order to share 

His comfort with others for their salvation? 

The purpose of suffering for the Christian is, therefore: 

 

-- It is to know the God of comfort and the comfort of God 

-- It is to be effective in God’s service 

-- It is so that we can administer the comfort of God through the 

comfort we experienced from God 

-- it is for the edification and salvation of the church 

-- It is to strip us from our dependence and trust in man, our own 

pride, and our self-sufficiency  

-- It is to establish our hope in the gospel and the resurrection of the 

dead 

-- It is to glorify God and thank Him as the King of Kings as we see 

people come into a saving relationship with God 

 

 

 

 1.17 The mission of God 
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Psalm 67 

1) God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon 

us, Selah  

2) That Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all 

nations.  

3) Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  

4) Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! For You shall judge the 

people righteously, and govern the nations on earth. Selah  

5) Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  

6) Then the earth shall yield her increase; God, our own God, shall bless 

us.  

7) God shall bless us, And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. 

( smlasP  76 : 7-1  NKJV) 

 

Intro (Context) 

 

When we speak about the mission of God or as the theologians say the 

"Missio Dei" we have to start before creation. Even before the fall of 

man into sin, God had a plan for mankind. We know that God had a 

purpose and redemptive plan for humankind even before He created the 

world. Christians know it as the "Covenant of Redemption." God the 

Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit planned how they would 

redeem the world after they sinned, before creation. God off course, 

through His omniscience, knew that mankind would fall into sin 

(Revelation 13:8). We can even say that God was planning His mission 

to redeem for Himself, a people who would worship and praise Him for 

eternity, before creation. The Bible was God's idea, and the Bible is 

primarily a missionary book by God, given to us so that we can know 

His purposes for us. We also know that God is the primary author of 

the Bible. In the Bible, we find God's missionary dealings or His 

redemptive dealings with mankind. Let's start with Genesis 11 and 12 

and then we'll jump back to Genesis 1. 

- Genesis 11 and 12. The Tower of Babel and Abraham.  

-- We know that God made the nations, or different peoples of the earth, 

and created different languages and scattered them across the face of 

the earth after the Tower of Babel about 4500 years ago. We find that 

history in Genesis 11. After the dispersion of people across the face of 



 162 

the earth, God came to Abraham and promised him that ALL the 

families of the earth will be blessed through him (Genesis 12:1-3).  

It is interesting to realize that it was always God's plan for the people 

of the earth to fill the earth. When God made Adam and Eve, He 

commanded them to be fruitful and multiply and to FILL the earth! 

(Genesis 1:26,27). Again after the global flood, God gave the same 

commandment to Noah and his family: "be fruitful and multiply and 

FILL the earth."  Because of the people's disobedience and because 

they tried to congregate in one place, at Babel, and because they tried 

to make a name for themselves, God came down and dispersed them 

over the earth by giving them different languages. In this way, God's 

ORIGINAL purpose was accomplished for them to FILL the earth! 

-- The purpose of Israel’s existence, recorded in Genesis 12:1-3. 

 God blessed them to be a blessing. Then after the dispersion, God 

chose Abraham and said to him while he lived in Haran: “Get out of 

your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land 

that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you 

and make your name great, and you shall be a blessing. I will bless 

those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you, 

ALL the families (Hebrew: Mispaghah: tribe, people, family) of the 

earth shall be blessed.” ( siseneG  21 : 3-1  NKJV). The redemptive plan 

and purpose of God, or if you will, the mission of God, was always, 

and is still, that people from all the ethnic groups and languages be 

blessed through the covenant of Abraham.  

-- The purpose for the church's existence has always been to be a 

blessing to the nation (Matthew 28:18-20). 

After Jesus rose from the dead, He gave the great Commission to His 

disciples. The purpose of God for the church was to make disciples of 

ALL ethnic groups. The disciples were blessed to be a blessing. "And 

Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to 

Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations (Greek: ethne, not political countries) baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.” ( wehttaM  82 : 02-81  NKJV). 
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-- God blessed Abraham and Israel for a reason (spiritually and 

materially) so that all the peoples of the earth will be blessed through 

them.  

-- Gods favor was upon Israel for a reason (e.g. Solomon's prayer). 

When Solomon dedicated the Temple, that he built for God, he 

mentioned the following in his prayer...“Moreover, concerning a 

foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far 

country for the sake of Your great name and Your mighty hand and 

Your outstretched arm, when they come and pray in this temple; then 

hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for 

which the FOREIGNER calls to You, that ALL peoples of the earth 

may know Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that 

they may know that this temple which I have built is called by Your 

name” ( selcinorhC II  6: 33-23  NKJV) . 

-- God blessed Israel materially for a reason verse 6,7 (to reach the 

nations), to use their resources to make His Name known on earth! 

God's purpose has always been, the nations, or all the peoples or ethnic 

groups of the world, although He started with Israel.  

  

1. God wants to be known among the nations 

 

a) His way should be made known (verse 2). We see the way of God 

clearly revealed in the Ten Commandments. We also see God’s 

character and holiness revealed in Exodus 34:6,7. When God came 

down on the mountain Sinaï, he said the following to Moses:  "The 

Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed 

the name of the Lord. The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, 

“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for 

thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will 

by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth 

generation.” ( sudoxE  43 : 7-5  ESV). 

 God wants to be known as the merciful God, the holy God and the God 

of justice. He will by no means clear the guilty! 

b) His saving power should be known among all nations (Hebrew: 

'goee'; Gentiles; heathers nations (verse 2)). 
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-- Israel's history (the book of Exodus, Isaiah and Daniël reveals that: 

“There is no God like the God of Israel.” When we look at Israel's 

history and the way that God delivered them multiple times from their 

enemies we should come to the conclusion that, "there is no God that 

can deliver as the God of  Israel", as Nebuchadnezzar realized when 

God delivered Shadrach, Mechag and Abednego out of the fiery 

furnace!  

 -- In Jesus Christ – The church knows that there is no God that can 

save like Jesus Christ. The pinnacle, the highest peak of God's saving 

power is revealed in Christ Jesus and specifically in His crucifixion, 

atoning sacrifice and resurrection. If you miss out on that, then you miss 

out on the ONLY salvation God provided! (1 John 5:12; John 14:6; 

Acts 4:12). 1 John 5:12 reveals: "He who has Christ has life, he who 

does not have Christ has not life." John 14:6 reveals: Jesus said: "I am 

the way, truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father but by Me" and 

Acts 4:12 declares: "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 

saved.” ( stcA  4: 21  NKJV). 

c) God wants to be known that He rules with equity and righteously.  

He wants to be known as a just God. (God is just, and judgment belongs 

to Him). Throughout the Bible, God is revealed as the one who judges 

righteously. No one who finds himself in hell one day will be able to 

say to God "it is your fault that I am in hell." Yes, God sends people to 

hell, but because of rebellion and unbelief on the guilty parties. 

Jeremiah 9:24 reveals: "But let him who glories glory in this, that he 

understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD, exercising 

lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these, 

I delight,” says the LORD” ( haimereJ  9: 42  NKJV). And Paul said in 

Romans 11:33-35 "Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 

inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who 

has been his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might 

be repaid?” ( snamoR  11 : 53-33  ESV). 

d) God wants to be known as the Sovereign Ruler (He guides [Hebrew: 

Govern] the nations) (verse 4). God revealed in Daniel the following: 

"all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does 

according to his will among the host of heaven and among the 
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inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What 

have you done?” ( leinaD  4: 53  ESV). In Psalm 115:3 it is written: "But 

our God is in heaven; He does WHATEVER He pleases” ( smlasP  

511 :3 NKJV).  

--Acts 17:26,27 reveals "And God has made from one blood every 

nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined 

their pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that 

they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him 

and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us". God is in 

control. He wants His way and His saving power to be known. He 

wants to be known among the nations as the One who judges with 

equity and righteously and that He is the Sovereign Ruler over all. 

  

1) Why does God want to be known? 

 

As John Piper said in his book, "Let the nations be glad", missions exist 

because worship of the true God doesn't exist everywhere. God seeks 

people to worship Him in Spirit and truth.  

a) God wants people (His elect) from all ethnic groups to experience 

His saving grace. God wants all people (people from all ethnic groups) 

to be saved from their sins. "For I have no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked,” says the Lord GOD. “Therefore turn and live!” ( leikezE  81 : 23  

NKJV). 1 Timothy 2:3-5 states: "For this is good and acceptable in the 

sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come 

to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one Mediator 

between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a 

ransom for all, to be testified in due time” ( yhtomiT I  2: 6-3  NKJV). 

2 Peter 3:9 declares: "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as 

some count slackness, but is long-suffering toward us, not willing that 

any should perish but that all should come to repentance” ( reteP II  3:9 

NKJV).  

b) God wants to be praised (verse 3,5) "let the peoples praise You, O 

God, let all the peoples praise You." God wants to be glorified. God 

wants to be treasured and admired and valued above everyone and 

everything, because He is the most valuable and enjoyable Being in the 

Universe! 
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c) God wants to be enjoyed (verse 4) "Let the nations be glad and sing 

for joy!" God wants to be the supreme joy of our hearts. Psalm 37:4 

commands: "Delight yourself in the Lord" and in Phillipians 4:4 God 

commands his people: "Rejoice in the Lord and again I say rejoice." 

d) God wants to be feared (verse 7) "Let the ends of the earth fear Him" 

ESV. The NKJV reads "...and the ends of the earth SHALL fear Him." 

There is no uncertainty here. God WILL be feared among all people. 

The redeemed fear God, now before heaven arrives, for those who are 

living, and they will fear Him in heaven. However, for the rest who are 

not redeemed, they will fear God in hell! God is the Creator and has the 

power to send people to hell for eternity. Jesus said: "And do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him 

who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matthew 10:28).  

Psalm 130 declares: “With God alone there is forgiveness. Therefore 

He should be feared,  and with HIM alone is abundant redemption.” 

God's mission exists because the saving power and saving grace of God 

among all the ethnic groups of the world is not known and because all 

the elect have not been gathered into Jesus' fold.  

God's mission exists because God is not praised and worshiped among 

all the peoples of the earth through Jesus Christ.  

The mission of God exists because God is not the supreme joy among 

all peoples and all the elect of God.  

The mission of God exists because He is not feared among all the 

peoples and people of the earth.  

The mission of God exists because the worship of God doesn't, among 

all the elect of God! Missions is a temporary project on earth, given to 

God's church, to fulfill and obey. One day the mission of God and the 

preaching of the gospel to every creature will be no more. But the 

saving grace of God, the worship of God, the praise of God, the joy of 

God and the fear of God will exist for all eternity. And God desires that 

all the elect of all the ethnic groups on the earth to be part of His saving 

grace, His worship, His joy and His fear. And as one preacher said: 

"because the elect of God don't have a sticker on their back, or badge 

on their shirt, that says: "One of the elect" we, the church, are to 

proclaim the gospel to EVERY creature! 

2) Where? And who? 
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Our text reads: "Let the nations be glad" verse 4 (Hebrew: nation: 

"lehome" meaning community). In other words different ethnic groups 

within a certain geographical area. 

a) God wants to be worshiped among all the nations (geographical 

areas). I believe this means socio-political areas. The nations looked 

completely different centuries before. For people to worship God 

among all nations is very challenging in some areas e.g. Saudi Arabia; 

North Korea, Iraq. Persecution can smother the church or make it grow 

as history taught us. Persecution will come as Jesus prophesied. 85% 

of all Unreached/Least-reached people groups are living in the 10/40 

Window. An Unreached people group or a least-evangelized/reached 

people group is a group of people where the church is not large enough 

to evangelize and disciple the whole ethnic group without outside 

assistance. The 10/40 window refers to an area (10 latitudinal degrees 

north to 40 latitudinal degrees north of the equator), across North Africa 

and Asia until Japan. This area consists of the most least reached people 

groups in the world today. God wants people in all countries to worship 

and praise Him.  

b) Our text says: “Let the peoples praise you, let ALL the peoples praise 

You" verse 3,5. (The Hebrew word for people is: 'AM' meaning a tribe, 

a people group). God wants to be praised among ALL the peoples 

(there are over 16 510 (by country) ethnic-linguistic groups on earth): 

By people group across countries, there are over 9800. There are more 

than 6,670 Unreached/ least reached people groups (by country) to date. 

Across countries: More than 4075. All the Unreached/least reached 

people groups comprise over 3 billion people on earth. That amounts 

to 42,3% of the total population of 7,3 billion people (Source: Joshua 

Project 2015/2016)  

-- 2 Billion people live in people groups (5,235) with very few, if any 

believers. 

-- The good news is that 10,187 people groups have the New Testament 

available in their primary language (comprising 6,3 billion people: 

Joshua Project 2015) 

-- 3,185 people groups in South Asia are least reached totaling 1,575 

billion individuals (Joshua Project 2015). 

-- Some of the largest Unreached or least-evangelized people groups 

live among us in South Africa e.g. the Bengali's, Somali's and 
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Pakistani's (Urdu's). Although their numbers are relatively small in 

South Africa, not consisting more than a million each. To give you an 

idea. The Japanese consist of over 121 million people; the Bengali's 

over 220 million people. The Thai over 50 million people. These three 

groups are least evangelized groups, or Unreached people groups in our 

midst and of the largest least evangelized people groups in the world.  

c) “and all the ends of the earth SHALL fear Him" verse 7 

God wants us to go to the ends of the earth! (across the whole planet). 

Jesus said to His disciples: "But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” 

( stcA  1:8 NKJV). We shouldn't only reach the least evangelized in our 

own geographic areas, because then some will NEVER be reached. We 

should be Christ's witnesses unto the ends of the earth.  

 

There are at least three reasons why the mission of God shall be 

accomplished: 

- It has been prophesied -- Genesis 12:1-3; Psalm 22:27 "All the ends 

of the world shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families 

of the nations shall worship before You. For the kingdom is the 

LORD’s, and He rules over the nations” ( smlasP  22 : 82-72  NKJV). 

- God has the power to do it! In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said: "And I 

also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it." Before Jesus 

ascended to heaven He said the following to His disciples: "All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Matthew 82 : 81  

NKJV). 

- It is the purpose and plan of God. Or if I may say, it is the mission 

of God! In Revelation 5:7 it is written: "And they (the redeemed) sang 

a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its 

seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, And have made 

us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” 

( noitaleveR  5: 01-9  NKJV).  

And in Revelation 7:9 it is written: "After these things I looked, and 

behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 

tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
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Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 

crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” ( noitaleveR  7: 01-9  NKJV). 

  

3) You are a believer, now what? 

 

-- God has blessed you to be a blessing. God has blessed you to be a 

light bearer; to be a witness. God wants all His disciples to be on 

mission for Him. The task is not finished until all the elect out of all the 

ethnic groups and tribes are gathered in! 

-- Firstly, God has called us to pray for the nations. Jesus said, "His 

house will be a house of prayer for ALL the nations." Get Operation 

World or Jericho Walls or your own churches prayer letters and pray 

intelligently for the nations and the least reached people groups of the 

world. We are priests unto God! 

-- Secondly, God has called us to proclaim the good news to all peoples. 

We are prophets unto God! Do you have tunnel vision? Or do you have 

God's vision for the world? Do you have a heart for the nations? As 

someone once said: "Don't just stand there and pray, evangelize!" 

As Christopher Wright said: "To confess Jesus as Messiah is to commit 

yourself to His mission to the nations. You can't have one without the 

other." 

-- Thirdly, Expand your vision! Get connected to what God is doing 

among the nations. God's vision is ALL the ethnic groups of the world. 

God is not so much concerned to maximize believers in one area, but 

to maximize believers among all ethnic groups. (Revelation 5:9;7:9; 

Matthew 28:18; Luke 24:47). God's elect is to be found in every ethnic 

group throughout history and in all subsequent generations to the end 

of the world. Obviously, there will be more believers in some ethnic 

groups than others, because some ethnic groups have more people, and 

because God is sovereign in electing whom He wills, but missions don’t 

think on staying in your own culture for centuries without reaching the 

unreached and least evangelized people groups. God's vision is a 

GLOBAL vision.  

-- Fourthly, Go on outreaches to other countries or in the inner cities 

of South Africa. Meet individual unreached and least reached peoples 

and people and evangelize them! Share the gospel with them. Ask how 
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you can pray for them. Hand them a gospel tract or booklet or DVD or 

even better give them a Bible in their own language or direct them to 

www.youversion.com to download a Bible! Reign as a king with 

Christ! 

-- Fifthly, Give to ministries, churches and missionaries that are 

working in unreached and least evangelized areas. Let God lead you 

whom to support.  

-- Sixthly, Go yourself long term. Not all are called to go longterm, but 

all are called to pray and give and support ministries among unreached 

and least reached people groups. Romans 10 declares: "For whoever 

calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. How then shall they call 

on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe 

in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without 

a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of 

peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” ( snamoR  01 : 51-31  

NKJV). 

-- Seventhly, Be involved in internet ministries or radio ministries 

focusing on the unreached and least reached or support them. Global 

Media Outreach is an evangelical ministry consisting of more than 

9000 online missionaries who evangelize and disciple people across the 

world in many languages and focuses on the least evangelized people 

groups in the 10/40 window. Create Facebook Pages and/or websites 

and advertise good, solid gospel videos and teachings on the internet! 

Let the gospel go where no man can go on foot! The internet and radio 

have made it possible for the gospel to run very swiftly!  

 

Remember John 3:16 "God so loved the WORLD that He gave..His 

only begotten Son..". Are you a world Christian? Not a worldly 

Christian!! A World Christian? Do you have tunnel vision or a global 

vision? Do you have God-vision? Do you have God's vision for the 

world? The mission of God will be completed, there is no doubt about 

that, because it was prophesied that it would, because God has the 

power to do it, and it is God's purpose and plan with the human race 

since creation. His redemptive and missionary purposes WILL be 

accomplished! 

The question is: will you be involved?  

x-apple-data-detectors://17/
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God uses means to gather in His elect. He uses His church. He uses 

feeble, weak, depraved, redeemed sinners, like you and me!!  

 

As Isaiah 9:7 says of Jesus Christ, "Of the increase of His government 

and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His 

kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice. From 

that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 

perform this" ( haiasI  9:7 NKJV).  

 

If you are not involved in God's mission, He will use another, but you 

will be left without the blessing of God, and to be used by God, for His 

glory! 

 

Let us pray with the Psalmist: "Let the peoples praise You, O God. Let 

ALL the peoples praise You. Let the nations be glad and sing for joy! 

Let the peoples praise You, O God. Let all the peoples praise You" 

(Psalm 67:3-5). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1.18 Praise the Lord at all times! 

Psalm 113 
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1)Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, Praise the name of 

the Lord!  

2)Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and 

forevermore!  

3)From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord ’s name is to be 

praised.  

4)The Lord is high above all nations, His glory above the heavens.  

5)Who is like the Lord our God, who dwells on high,  

6)Who humbles Himself to behold the things that are in the heavens 

and in the earth?  

7)He raises the poor out of the dust, and lifts the needy out of the ash 

heap,  

8)That He may seat him with princes— With the princes of His people.  

9)He grants the barren woman a home, Like a joyful mother of children. 

Praise the Lord! (Psalms 113:1-9 NKJV) 

Praise the Lord at all times 

Introduction 

Human beings were made to worship and praise. We praise our marital 

partners for being handsome or beautiful or strong or diligent or 

intelligent. We praise our fellow workers or employees when they do 

their work well and efficiently. We praise our sports teams and our 

favorite rugby, tennis, and football players when they compete well. 

We praise our dogs and cats when they obey and are friendly towards 

us, and we praise our children when they obey us or do well on their 

tests and exams or when they develop their talents or for just being 

themselves. We even have Academy Awards and Music Awards and 

Sport aAard ceremonies where we give prizes for the best actors, best 

producers, and best sportsmen of the year, etc. We praise people all the 
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time. That is part of our culture. Even in our churches, we praise 

Christian authors, like Spurgeon or Calvin or Piper or John Owen for 

great books and helpful books and commentaries that they have written 

over the ages. We will be lying if we say we are not bound to praise 

something or someone. We are slaves of praise. But all this praising 

going on is not all bad. We acknowledge people who excel in life 

because God has given them the talents and abilities to excel and 

achieve things. However, praise becomes sinful when we praise people 

for their talents and God-given abilities to commit sin. Praise becomes 

sin when God is not the ultimate object of our praise. When we don't 

praise people and things for the sake of God, then it becomes sin. As 

Augustine says: "He loves thee too little if he does not love all things 

for Thyself." We can also say: "He praises thee too little if he does not 

praise all things for Thyself."  

Our text indicates that the Person to be praised above all and over all is 

God, the Lord. We will see today why it is fitting to praise God and 

why it should be a pleasure to praise God. Many Psalms in the Bible 

are dedicated to praising God like Psalm 97-100, 103,104, and 146- 

150. "Let everything that has breath praise the Lord" Psalm 150 

commands. Today we are going to look at the who, the where, the 

when, the whom and the why of praising God. 

So let's start: 

1)Who should praise God? 

Verse 1 commands us: "Praise the Lord, all the servants of the Lord!" 

Only God's people can rightly praise Him because it is only His 

servants who have received spiritual life from Him. Yes, unbelievers 

and the ungodly have also received life and breath and clothes and 

many other things from God, but they have not received spiritual life. 

And what have the servants of the Lord received? Paul, the apostle, 

helps us in this regard. He tells us what the Israelites of old received 

from God: "For I could wish that I myself was accursed from Christ for 

my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, 

to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of 

the law, the service of God, and the promises; of whom are the fathers 
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and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, 

the eternally blessed God. Amen” snamoR(  5-3:9 ).  

This is what the people of God received. But I say many Israelites didn't 

realize what they received. Many didn't praise God with their lives. 

Jesus even said to the Israelites of his day: "these people honor me with 

their lips, but their heart is far from Me."  If you are a believer in Christ, 

you have received so much more than the Israelites did of old. Believers 

have received forgiveness of sins, deliverance from the slavery of sin, 

Satan and self, the gift of eternal life, the blessed Holy Spirit, the 

Treasure of Jesus Christ and an inheritance in heaven! Servant of God, 

are you praising God for all his benefits? Do you realize the blessing 

you have in Christ Jesus? 

More important are you indeed a servant of God?  

2)When should God be praised?  

“Blessed be the name of the Lord, from this time forth and 

forevermore” verse 2 declares!  

There is not a time when God shouldn't be blessed and praised! Our 

text indicates that God is so magnificent and so marvelous and so 

wonderful as we will see later that not to praise and bless Him forever 

would be a sin. You would say to me, but you don't know what I've 

been through in my life. You don't know of the suffering I went 

through! You would ask me: but are you blind? Look at the evil in the 

world!! How can we always be praising God? I would reply: Haven't 

you heard of Romans 8:28 my friend? "God works all things for the 

good for those who love God and are called to His purposes!" We can 

praise God because He has a plan and purpose for everything. He is 

seated on His throne! He is working all things according to the counsel 

of His will! God will work your greatest nightmare for His greatest 

glory and for your greatest good! If we look at Revelation 4,5,7 we see 

that the saints and the Angels will not stop to praise Him. In fact, since 

the creation of angels and mankind God has been praised and His praise 

will never stop!! Revelation states: "Now when He had taken the scroll, 

the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
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Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are 

the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are 

worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, 

And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and 

tongue and people and nation, And have made us kings and priests to 

our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” Then I looked, and I heard 

the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and 

the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 

thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and 

wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” And every 

creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and 

such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing 

and honor and glory and power be to Him, who sits on the throne, and 

to the Lamb, forever and ever!” Then the four living creatures said, 

“Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him 

who lives FOREVER and EVER" (Revelation 41-8:5  VJKN ). God is 

going to praised and worshipped for all eternity! Are you part of this 

worship friend? Are you part of that blessed fellowship who are 

continually filled with praise unto God?  

3)Where should God be praised?  

From the rising of the sun to it's going down verse 3 commands! 

Everywhere!! 

There is not a place in all creation where God should not be praised. 

Where the sun rises and where the sun sets are at opposite ends of the 

earth. We believe that there is life only on planet earth. So it doesn't 

matter where you are going God is to be praised. That is so because 

God is omnipresent. There is no place where God is not present. Listen 

to what the writer of Psalm 139 says: "Where can I go from Your Spirit? 

Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You 

are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the 

wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even 

there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me.” 

(Psalms 01-7:931  VJKN ). Jeremiah said the following about God: "Am 

I a God near at hand,” says the LORD, “And not a God afar off? Can 
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anyone hide himself in secret places, So I shall not see him?” says the 

LORD; “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the LORD" (Jeremiah 

42-32:32  VJKN ). If you go to town, He is there. If you take a plane to 

Europe or Asia, He is there. If you take a boat and sail across the seas, 

He will be there. If you climb the highest mountain or go to the depths 

of the sea, He will be there! People on each continent and in each 

country are praising God. There is not a place unfit for praising God. 

God shouldn't only be praised in church or alone in your house. God 

should be praised wherever you go! When you walk, when you take a 

bus or taxi, when you do shopping, when you labor in the field or are 

washing dishes or when you drive in your motorcar etc. You don't have 

to praise out loud always. You can praise God in your heart! Always! 

Rejoice in the Lord! Rejoice always, Paul exhorted us in 1 

Thessalonians 5:16). 

4) Whom should be praised? 

-- The Lord. Jah (the sacred Name) (Jahwe; the self-existent and eternal 

one, the Covenant God) the Name of the Lord. 

There is only one God in this universe. There are not many gods. God 

said you shall have no other gods before Me (Exodus 20:1). Twice the 

word Jah is used for God which is His sacred name. And the rest of the 

time in this Psalm Jahwe is used which is God's covenant Name and 

the Name that signifies that He is the self-existent One, the eternal One. 

God had no beginning. He is in a class of His own. There was no one 

before Him! He is the uncreated Creator. The Beginner that had no 

beginning. He is the first and the last. He is the Alpha and Omega! And 

He is the God that wants a relationship with us. That is what it means 

when we speak of the Covenant God. God is there to help us, support 

us, save us, strengthen us and who wants to be there for us! God's other 

Name is Immanuel, meaning God with us! This God should be praised!  

-- Our text says that we must praise the Name of the Lord. God's Name 

stands for His honor, authority, and character, especially His character. 

God’s character refers to what He is like. So what does the Bible say 

about God? Here follows a short summary. Let's start with His 

transcendence: in other words, what makes God different from humans.  
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God is independent- self-sufficient. He does not need us. He is not 

deficient in any way (Acts 17:24-28). God is immutable and 

unchangeable (James 1:17). He does not change in His divine 

perfections. God is eternal as we said before (Psalm 90:1). He had no 

beginning,and He has no end.  God is omnipresent as said before. There 

is not a place in space where He is not, in fact, He is greater than the 

space He created. God is a Unity. He cannot be divided. God is 

Almighty and Omniscient. There is nothing we can hide from God. He 

knows everything about everyone at the same time!! He is most 

powerful! No one has greater authority than He has. God is immovable, 

invincible, indestructible, unconquerable and unshakable. And as the 

Bible reveals His Name is Jesus Christ!!  

-- Then we look at His immanence. What does God share with His 

creatures? God is holy and just. He cannot sin or lie or steal or murder 

or be evil. He is truthful and faithful and trustworthy. He is infinitely 

merciful and kind and gracious and He is love. He is infinite peace and 

joy!  He is patient. He is infinitely wise and good and beautiful. He is 

infinitely glorious and perfect. As Hebrews 1:3 also says Jesus Christ 

is the exact representation of God and the brightness of His glory. 

"Jesus, who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of 

His (God's) person, and upholding all things by the word of His power." 

This is the God of the Bible! The Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit (Matthew 28:18-20), eternally existent in three Persons. This is 

the God to be praised!  

5)Why should God be praised? 

Now our text gives us specific reasons why we should praise Him. That 

is apart from the reasons we already mentioned.  

-- Firstly: He is high above the nations (verse 4). Although mankind 

were created in the image of God and is the pinnacle of creation the 

prophet Isaiah says that the nations together is like a drop in a bucket. 

God accounts the nations as nothing. The book of Isaiah declares: 

"Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, and are counted as the 

small dust on the scales; Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 

All nations before Him are as nothing, and they are counted by Him 
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less than nothing and worthless” (Isaiah 71 ,51:04  si doG .)VJKN

 sah eH taht lla naht suoirolg dna yhtrow dna elbaulav erom yletinifni

 eb ot ,erofereht ,si eH .detaerc sah eH taht lla evoba si eH !detaerc

!derever dna deraef  

-- Secondly: His glory is above the heavens (verse 4) 

Have you ever looked at the stars at night? There are literally billions 

of stars in the sky, in the heavens! God knows all the stars by name! 

Psalm 147:4,5 reveals: “He counts the number of the stars; He calls 

them all by name. Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His 

understanding is infinite.” But God's worth and glory and majesty by 

far excel all those massive stars and galaxies in the sky! His glory is 

greater than them all put together.  

-- Thirdly: Our text says that there is no one like Him. This is plain 

from what we said before, and there is especially no one like Him if we 

look at His humility! God is humble.  

We sinners are in desperate need. We are not by nature as God. We are 

sinful. We are depraved, we are always looking for our own honor and 

comfort. We have rebelled against God's majesty and honor and glory. 

We deserve God's wrath. We have chosen to serve and worship and 

prize other things and people instead of Him. Listen to our text again:  

"He is high and exalted yet He humbles Himself to behold the things in 

heaven and on earth." God has to humble himself just to behold the 

things in heaven and on earth!  

The peak and pinnacle of the humility of God we find in Jesus Christ. 

Listen to Phillippians 2:5-11 the revelation of Jesus Christ: "who, being 

in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, 

and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as 

a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 

even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him 

and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 

earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
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that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 

11-6:2 ). God came down from heaven to save you and me from our 

destructions and sin. He did not have to save us. He was not obligated 

to become a human being. Yet, He humbled Himself to the point of 

death, death on a cross. Why? Because there is none like Him in love 

and mercy! God came down from heaven to save us from Himself! God 

did not only save us for Himself, that is to praise Him! But God came 

to save us from Himself, from His justice. Our sins deserved eternal 

punishment, but Jesus Christ satisfied the justice of God on the cross 

when He died as our substitute, in our place, for Himself. 

-- Fourthly: He raises the poor out of the dust. He lifts the needy out of 

the ash heap and gives him honor (verse 8). 

The words here "dust" and "ash heap" can mean that God literally saves 

the destitute and homeless and poor and give them physically all that 

they need. However, these terms are rather meant metaphorically. The 

words "He lifts up the poor from the dust and the needy from the ash 

heap" mean that God can save us from the filth and grossest sins 

imaginable. The Bible makes it clear that God saves the worst of 

people. Prostitutes, murderers, adulterers, homosexuals, thieves, and 

Pharisees God has saved. The names Ragab and  Maria Magdalena the 

prostitutes, Moses the murderer, David the adulterer and murderer, 

Peter the coward, Saul of Tarsus the murderer and persecutor of the 

church and Pharisee, etc. came to mind. God can save the worst of us! 

(See 1 Corinthians 6:9-11). He can lift you up from the dust of death! 

He can save you from your besetting sins! He can transform drug-

addicts and pimps! Slave traders and blasphemers like John Newton 

and John Bunyan God has saved! 

God can save you from the pit of hell! That is why there is no God like 

our God! God can save you from the guttermost to the uttermost! Come 

to this God my friend and be saved! And as our text says God then sits 

them among the princes of His people.  

That means God makes the worst of us and brings us into the 

community with His saints of old. God is preparing for us a place in 

heaven (John 14:1,2). He is preparing for those who believe, a banquet 
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in heaven! We will sit with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and with Paul 

and Peter and John the apostles and all the prophets in the kingdom of 

God! Many who are last shall be first. God changes our shame and 

gives us honor. He washes our sins and clothes us with His robe of 

righteousness so that we can be qualified to enter heaven!  

-- Fifthly: "He grants the barren woman a home, to make her a joyful 

mother of children." God does miracles and does community. In the 

Bible,we see that Hannah and Sarah in the Old Testament couldn't have 

children. But God opened their wombs and gave Sarah a child in old 

age. So did He with Hannah, the mother of Samuel and Rebecca and 

Elizabeth in the New Testament. God can do miracles! God is the God 

of miracles. God raised Jesus from the dead! God spoke the universe 

into being with a few words! God healed the sick and cleansed the 

lepers. Jesus raised the dead! God can also do miracles in your heart 

today! Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 

13:8). 

--The greatest miracle, however, is receiving spiritual life from God: 

Eternal life through Jesus Christ! Have you received that my friend? 

God can heal your sicknesses and can solve your problems but what 

will that help if he doesn't heal and deliver your soul from eternal 

death!! Have you begun to praise the Lord? How can you if you do not 

belong to God? Jesus humbled Himself for this: To make His home 

within you so that You may glorify and praise and enjoy Him forever! 

As the Westminster Catechism asks: What is the chief end of man? 

Answer: To glorify God and enjoy Him forever! Are you doing this 

friend?  

Praise the Lord at all times for there is none like Him!  

Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, Praise the name of the 

Lord!  

Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore!  

From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord ’s name is to be 

praised.  
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The Lord is high above all nations, His glory above the heavens.  

Who is like the Lord our God, who dwells on high,  

Who humbles Himself to behold the things that are in the heavens and 

in the earth? He raises the poor out of the dust, and lifts the needy out 

of the ash heap,  

That He may seat him with princes— with the princes of His people.  

He grants the barren woman a home, like a joyful mother of children. 

Praise the Lord! (Psalms 113:1-9 NKJV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Biblical Confession of faith 
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 We believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

uncreated and eternal who created everything seen and unseen, 

the heavens and the earth. 

trustworthy in all it affirms in its original languages (The 66 

books as compiled by Athanasius in 367 AD). 

authority on all Christian doctrine and living (2 Timothy 3:16). 

tent, Omniscient, 

Omnipresent, Eternal, Immutable, Holy, Loving, Merciful, Slow 

to Anger, Just, Gracious, Truthful, Good and Unchangeable in all 

His Divine Perfections (James 1:17). 

man in the Person of Jesus Christ 

(The God- man). We believe in the two Natures of Christ. 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, that He lived a sinless life, obtained, exhibited 

and fulfilled righteousness, that He did mighty miracles, that He 

died for the sins of the world, His substitutionary death on the 

cross. 

and that He ascended into Heaven and Intercedes for the 

believers and acts as High Priest and Mediator between God and 

man. 

ve that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church and that 

He will come back to earth in bodily form one day to Judge the 

Living and the Dead. (All people from all the ages.) 

salvation is received by grace through a true 

faith in the Person and atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the 

cross alone. God saves people not because of foreseen faith, 
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apparent goodness or any quality that may be in a person, but 

because of His sovereign electing grace. 

of the Spirit of 

God, Biblical repentance, and acknowledgment of one’s sins 

toward God. 

fruit (love, joy, peace, goodness, kindness, long-suffering, 

faithfulness, humility, and self- control) and good works. 

and 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit and that it is every believer’s privilege 

and obligation to exercise the gifts of the Holy Spirit and to be 

continually filled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that God has given His church the Cultural Mandate 

to rule and reign over this earth as His representatives and to 

fulfill His Great Commission by evangelizing and discipling all 

ethnic groups on earth. 

ieve after divine judgement that every person who has 

ever lived will either live in Hell eternally where he/she will be 

punished or in Heaven where he/she will be eternally with God 

and all the saints and angels in eternal joy and glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Rescources and Websites 
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www.truthstransform.net 

www.desiringGod.org 

www.ligonier.org 

www.answersingenesis.org 

www.creation.com 

www.thehopeproject.com 

www.sermonaudio.com 

www.reformationsa.org 

www.biblicalevangelism.com 

www.christianaction.org.za 

www.jesusfilmmedia.org 

www.youversion.com 

www.bibleis.com 

www.williamcareybi.com 

www.birchleighbc.co.za 

 


