
The mission of God 

 

Psalm 67 

1) God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon 

us, Selah  

2) That Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all 

nations.  

3) Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  

4) Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! For You shall judge the 

people righteously, and govern the nations on earth. Selah  

5) Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  

6) Then the earth shall yield her increase; God, our own God, shall bless 

us.  

7) God shall bless us, And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. 

( smlasP  76 : 7-1  NKJV) 

 

Intro (Context) 

 

When we speak about the mission of God or as the theologians say the 

"Missio Dei" we have to start before creation. Even before the fall of 

man into sin, God had a plan for mankind. We know that God had a 

purpose and redemptive plan for humankind even before He created the 

world. Christians know it as the "Covenant of Redemption." God the 

Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit planned how they would 

redeem the world after they sinned, before creation. God off course, 

through His omniscience, knew that mankind would fall into sin 

(Revelation 13:8). We can even say that God was planning His mission 

to redeem for Himself, a people who would worship and praise Him for 

eternity, before creation. The Bible was God's idea, and the Bible is 

primarily a missionary book by God, given to us so that we can know 

His purposes for us. We also know that God is the primary author of 

the Bible. In the Bible, we find God's missionary dealings or His 

redemptive dealings with mankind. Let's start with Genesis 11 and 12 

and then we'll jump back to Genesis 1. 

- Genesis 11 and 12. The Tower of Babel and Abraham.  



-- We know that God made the nations, or different peoples of the earth, 

and created different languages and scattered them across the face of 

the earth after the Tower of Babel about 4500 years ago. We find that 

history in Genesis 11. After the dispersion of people across the face of 

the earth, God came to Abraham and promised him that ALL the 

families of the earth will be blessed through him (Genesis 12:1-3).  

It is interesting to realize that it was always God's plan for the people 

of the earth to fill the earth. When God made Adam and Eve, He 

commanded them to be fruitful and multiply and to FILL the earth! 

(Genesis 1:26,27). Again after the global flood, God gave the same 

commandment to Noah and his family: "be fruitful and multiply and 

FILL the earth."  Because of the people's disobedience and because 

they tried to congregate in one place, at Babel, and because they tried 

to make a name for themselves, God came down and dispersed them 

over the earth by giving them different languages. In this way, God's 

ORIGINAL purpose was accomplished for them to FILL the earth! 

-- The purpose of Israel’s existence, recorded in Genesis 12:1-3. 

 God blessed them to be a blessing. Then after the dispersion, God 

chose Abraham and said to him while he lived in Haran: “Get out of 

your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land 

that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you 

and make your name great, and you shall be a blessing. I will bless 

those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you, 

ALL the families (Hebrew: Mispaghah: tribe, people, family) of the 

earth shall be blessed.” ( siseneG  21 : 3-1  NKJV). The redemptive plan 

and purpose of God, or if you will, the mission of God, was always, 

and is still, that people from all the ethnic groups and languages be 

blessed through the covenant of Abraham.  

-- The purpose for the church's existence has always been to be a 

blessing to the nation (Matthew 28:18-20). 

After Jesus rose from the dead, He gave the great Commission to His 

disciples. The purpose of God for the church was to make disciples of 

ALL ethnic groups. The disciples were blessed to be a blessing. "And 

Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to 

Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations (Greek: ethne, not political countries) baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 



to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.” ( wehttaM  82 : 02-81  NKJV). 

-- God blessed Abraham and Israel for a reason (spiritually and 

materially) so that all the peoples of the earth will be blessed through 

them.  

-- Gods favor was upon Israel for a reason (e.g. Solomon's prayer). 

When Solomon dedicated the Temple, that he built for God, he 

mentioned the following in his prayer...“Moreover, concerning a 

foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far 

country for the sake of Your great name and Your mighty hand and 

Your outstretched arm, when they come and pray in this temple; then 

hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for 

which the FOREIGNER calls to You, that ALL peoples of the earth 

may know Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that 

they may know that this temple which I have built is called by Your 

name” ( selcinorhC II  6: 33-23  NKJV) . 

-- God blessed Israel materially for a reason verse 6,7 (to reach the 

nations), to use their resources to make His Name known on earth! 

God's purpose has always been, the nations, or all the peoples or ethnic 

groups of the world, although He started with Israel.  

  

1. God wants to be known among the nations 

 

a) His way should be made known (verse 2). We see the way of God 

clearly revealed in the Ten Commandments. We also see God’s 

character and holiness revealed in Exodus 34:6,7. When God came 

down on the mountain Sinaï, he said the following to Moses:  "The 

Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed 

the name of the Lord. The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, 

“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for 

thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will 

by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth 

generation.” ( sudoxE  43 : 7-5  ESV). 

 God wants to be known as the merciful God, the holy God and the God 

of justice. He will by no means clear the guilty! 



b) His saving power should be known among all nations (Hebrew: 

'goee'; Gentiles; heathers nations (verse 2)). 

-- Israel's history (the book of Exodus, Isaiah and Daniël reveals that: 

“There is no God like the God of Israel.” When we look at Israel's 

history and the way that God delivered them multiple times from their 

enemies we should come to the conclusion that, "there is no God that 

can deliver as the God of  Israel", as Nebuchadnezzar realized when 

God delivered Shadrach, Mechag and Abednego out of the fiery 

furnace!  

 -- In Jesus Christ – The church knows that there is no God that can 

save like Jesus Christ. The pinnacle, the highest peak of God's saving 

power is revealed in Christ Jesus and specifically in His crucifixion, 

atoning sacrifice and resurrection. If you miss out on that, then you miss 

out on the ONLY salvation God provided! (1 John 5:12; John 14:6; 

Acts 4:12). 1 John 5:12 reveals: "He who has Christ has life, he who 

does not have Christ has not life." John 14:6 reveals: Jesus said: "I am 

the way, truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father but by Me" and 

Acts 4:12 declares: "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 

saved.” ( stcA  4: 21  NKJV). 

c) God wants to be known that He rules with equity and righteously.  

He wants to be known as a just God. (God is just, and judgment belongs 

to Him). Throughout the Bible, God is revealed as the one who judges 

righteously. No one who finds himself in hell one day will be able to 

say to God "it is your fault that I am in hell." Yes, God sends people to 

hell, but because of rebellion and unbelief on the guilty parties. 

Jeremiah 9:24 reveals: "But let him who glories glory in this, that he 

understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD, exercising 

lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these, 

I delight,” says the LORD” ( haimereJ  9: 42  NKJV). And Paul said in 

Romans 11:33-35 "Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 

inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who 

has been his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might 

be repaid?” ( snamoR  11 : 53-33  ESV). 

d) God wants to be known as the Sovereign Ruler (He guides [Hebrew: 

Govern] the nations) (verse 4). God revealed in Daniel the following: 
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"all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does 

according to his will among the host of heaven and among the 

inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What 

have you done?” ( leinaD  4: 53  ESV). In Psalm 115:3 it is written: "But 

our God is in heaven; He does WHATEVER He pleases” ( smlasP  

511 :3 NKJV).  

--Acts 17:26,27 reveals "And God has made from one blood every 

nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined 

their pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that 

they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him 

and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us". God is in 

control. He wants His way and His saving power to be known. He 

wants to be known among the nations as the One who judges with 

equity and righteously and that He is the Sovereign Ruler over all. 

  

1) Why does God want to be known? 

 

As John Piper said in his book, "Let the nations be glad", missions exist 

because worship of the true God doesn't exist everywhere. God seeks 

people to worship Him in Spirit and truth.  

a) God wants people (His elect) from all ethnic groups to experience 

His saving grace. God wants all people (people from all ethnic groups) 

to be saved from their sins. "For I have no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked,” says the Lord GOD. “Therefore turn and live!” ( leikezE  81 : 23  

NKJV). 1 Timothy 2:3-5 states: "For this is good and acceptable in the 

sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come 

to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one Mediator 

between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a 

ransom for all, to be testified in due time” ( yhtomiT I  2: 6-3  NKJV). 

2 Peter 3:9 declares: "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as 

some count slackness, but is long-suffering toward us, not willing that 

any should perish but that all should come to repentance” ( reteP II  3:9 

NKJV).  

b) God wants to be praised (verse 3,5) "let the peoples praise You, O 

God, let all the peoples praise You." God wants to be glorified. God 

wants to be treasured and admired and valued above everyone and 



everything, because He is the most valuable and enjoyable Being in the 

Universe! 

c) God wants to be enjoyed (verse 4) "Let the nations be glad and sing 

for joy!" God wants to be the supreme joy of our hearts. Psalm 37:4 

commands: "Delight yourself in the Lord" and in Phillipians 4:4 God 

commands his people: "Rejoice in the Lord and again I say rejoice." 

d) God wants to be feared (verse 7) "Let the ends of the earth fear Him" 

ESV. The NKJV reads "...and the ends of the earth SHALL fear Him." 

There is no uncertainty here. God WILL be feared among all people. 

The redeemed fear God, now before heaven arrives, for those who are 

living, and they will fear Him in heaven. However, for the rest who are 

not redeemed, they will fear God in hell! God is the Creator and has the 

power to send people to hell for eternity. Jesus said: "And do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him 

who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matthew 10:28).  

Psalm 130 declares: “With God alone there is forgiveness. Therefore 

He should be feared,  and with HIM alone is abundant redemption.” 

God's mission exists because the saving power and saving grace of God 

among all the ethnic groups of the world is not known and because all 

the elect have not been gathered into Jesus' fold.  

God's mission exists because God is not praised and worshiped among 

all the peoples of the earth through Jesus Christ.  

The mission of God exists because God is not the supreme joy among 

all peoples and all the elect of God.  

The mission of God exists because He is not feared among all the 

peoples and people of the earth.  

The mission of God exists because the worship of God doesn't, among 

all the elect of God! Missions is a temporary project on earth, given to 

God's church, to fulfill and obey. One day the mission of God and the 

preaching of the gospel to every creature will be no more. But the 

saving grace of God, the worship of God, the praise of God, the joy of 

God and the fear of God will exist for all eternity. And God desires that 

all the elect of all the ethnic groups on the earth to be part of His saving 

grace, His worship, His joy and His fear. And as one preacher said: 

"because the elect of God don't have a sticker on their back, or badge 

on their shirt, that says: "One of the elect" we, the church, are to 

proclaim the gospel to EVERY creature! 
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2) Where? And who? 

 

Our text reads: "Let the nations be glad" verse 4 (Hebrew: nation: 

"lehome" meaning community). In other words different ethnic groups 

within a certain geographical area. 

a) God wants to be worshiped among all the nations (geographical 

areas). I believe this means socio-political areas. The nations looked 

completely different centuries before. For people to worship God 

among all nations is very challenging in some areas e.g. Saudi Arabia; 

North Korea, Iraq. Persecution can smother the church or make it grow 

as history taught us. Persecution will come as Jesus prophesied. 85% 

of all Unreached/Least-reached people groups are living in the 10/40 

Window. An Unreached people group or a least-evangelized/reached 

people group is a group of people where the church is not large enough 

to evangelize and disciple the whole ethnic group without outside 

assistance. The 10/40 window refers to an area (10 latitudinal degrees 

north to 40 latitudinal degrees north of the equator), across North Africa 

and Asia until Japan. This area consists of the most least reached people 

groups in the world today. God wants people in all countries to worship 

and praise Him.  

b) Our text says: “Let the peoples praise you, let ALL the peoples praise 

You" verse 3,5. (The Hebrew word for people is: 'AM' meaning a tribe, 

a people group). God wants to be praised among ALL the peoples 

(there are over 16 510 (by country) ethnic-linguistic groups on earth): 

By people group across countries, there are over 9800. There are more 

than 6,670 Unreached/ least reached people groups (by country) to date. 

Across countries: More than 4075. All the Unreached/least reached 

people groups comprise over 3 billion people on earth. That amounts 

to 42,3% of the total population of 7,3 billion people (Source: Joshua 

Project 2015/2016)  

-- 2 Billion people live in people groups (5,235) with very few, if any 

believers. 

-- The good news is that 10,187 people groups have the New Testament 

available in their primary language (comprising 6,3 billion people: 

Joshua Project 2015) 

-- 3,185 people groups in South Asia are least reached totaling 1,575 

billion individuals (Joshua Project 2015). 



-- Some of the largest Unreached or least-evangelized people groups 

live among us in South Africa e.g. the Bengali's, Somali's and 

Pakistani's (Urdu's). Although their numbers are relatively small in 

South Africa, not consisting more than a million each. To give you an 

idea. The Japanese consist of over 121 million people; the Bengali's 

over 220 million people. The Thai over 50 million people. These three 

groups are least evangelized groups, or Unreached people groups in our 

midst and of the largest least evangelized people groups in the world.  

c) “and all the ends of the earth SHALL fear Him" verse 7 

God wants us to go to the ends of the earth! (across the whole planet). 

Jesus said to His disciples: "But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” 

( stcA  1:8 NKJV). We shouldn't only reach the least evangelized in our 

own geographic areas, because then some will NEVER be reached. We 

should be Christ's witnesses unto the ends of the earth.  

 

There are at least three reasons why the mission of God shall be 

accomplished: 

- It has been prophesied -- Genesis 12:1-3; Psalm 22:27 "All the ends 

of the world shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families 

of the nations shall worship before You. For the kingdom is the 

LORD’s, and He rules over the nations” ( smlasP  22 : 82-72  NKJV). 

- God has the power to do it! In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said: "And I 

also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it." Before Jesus 

ascended to heaven He said the following to His disciples: "All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Matthew 82 : 81  

NKJV). 

- It is the purpose and plan of God. Or if I may say, it is the mission 

of God! In Revelation 5:7 it is written: "And they (the redeemed) sang 

a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its 

seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, And have made 

us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” 

( noitaleveR  5: 01-9  NKJV).  
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And in Revelation 7:9 it is written: "After these things I looked, and 

behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 

tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 

crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” ( noitaleveR  7: 01-9  NKJV). 

  

3) You are a believer, now what? 

 

-- God has blessed you to be a blessing. God has blessed you to be a 

light bearer; to be a witness. God wants all His disciples to be on 

mission for Him. The task is not finished until all the elect out of all the 

ethnic groups and tribes are gathered in! 

-- Firstly, God has called us to pray for the nations. Jesus said, "His 

house will be a house of prayer for ALL the nations." Get Operation 

World or Jericho Walls or your own churches prayer letters and pray 

intelligently for the nations and the least reached people groups of the 

world. We are priests unto God! 

-- Secondly, God has called us to proclaim the good news to all peoples. 

We are prophets unto God! Do you have tunnel vision? Or do you have 

God's vision for the world? Do you have a heart for the nations? As 

someone once said: "Don't just stand there and pray, evangelize!" 

As Christopher Wright said: "To confess Jesus as Messiah is to commit 

yourself to His mission to the nations. You can't have one without the 

other." 

-- Thirdly, Expand your vision! Get connected to what God is doing 

among the nations. God's vision is ALL the ethnic groups of the world. 

God is not so much concerned to maximize believers in one area, but 

to maximize believers among all ethnic groups. (Revelation 5:9;7:9; 

Matthew 28:18; Luke 24:47). God's elect is to be found in every ethnic 

group throughout history and in all subsequent generations to the end 

of the world. Obviously, there will be more believers in some ethnic 

groups than others, because some ethnic groups have more people, and 

because God is sovereign in electing whom He wills, but missions don’t 

think on staying in your own culture for centuries without reaching the 

unreached and least evangelized people groups. God's vision is a 

GLOBAL vision.  



-- Fourthly, Go on outreaches to other countries or in the inner cities 

of South Africa. Meet individual unreached and least reached peoples 

and people and evangelize them! Share the gospel with them. Ask how 

you can pray for them. Hand them a gospel tract or booklet or DVD or 

even better give them a Bible in their own language or direct them to 

www.youversion.com to download a Bible! Reign as a king with 

Christ! 

-- Fifthly, Give to ministries, churches and missionaries that are 

working in unreached and least evangelized areas. Let God lead you 

whom to support.  

-- Sixthly, Go yourself long term. Not all are called to go longterm, but 

all are called to pray and give and support ministries among unreached 

and least reached people groups. Romans 10 declares: "For whoever 

calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. How then shall they call 

on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe 

in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without 

a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of 

peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” ( snamoR  01 : 51-31  

NKJV). 

-- Seventhly, Be involved in internet ministries or radio ministries 

focusing on the unreached and least reached or support them. Global 

Media Outreach is an evangelical ministry consisting of more than 

9000 online missionaries who evangelize and disciple people across the 

world in many languages and focuses on the least evangelized people 

groups in the 10/40 window. Create Facebook Pages and/or websites 

and advertise good, solid gospel videos and teachings on the internet! 

Let the gospel go where no man can go on foot! The internet and radio 

have made it possible for the gospel to run very swiftly!  

 

Remember John 3:16 "God so loved the WORLD that He gave..His 

only begotten Son..". Are you a world Christian? Not a worldly 

Christian!! A World Christian? Do you have tunnel vision or a global 

vision? Do you have God-vision? Do you have God's vision for the 

world? The mission of God will be completed, there is no doubt about 

that, because it was prophesied that it would, because God has the 

power to do it, and it is God's purpose and plan with the human race 
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since creation. His redemptive and missionary purposes WILL be 

accomplished! 

The question is: will you be involved?  

God uses means to gather in His elect. He uses His church. He uses 

feeble, weak, depraved, redeemed sinners, like you and me!!  

 

As Isaiah 9:7 says of Jesus Christ, "Of the increase of His government 

and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His 

kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice. From 

that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 

perform this" ( haiasI  9:7 NKJV).  

 

If you are not involved in God's mission, He will use another, but you 

will be left without the blessing of God, and to be used by God, for His 

glory! 

 

Let us pray with the Psalmist: "Let the peoples praise You, O God. Let 

ALL the peoples praise You. Let the nations be glad and sing for joy! 

Let the peoples praise You, O God. Let all the peoples praise You" 

(Psalm 67:3-5). 
 


