
Persist in prayer for the good things for God and His glory's sake.  
 

7) Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
it will be opened to you.  
8) For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him 
who knocks it will be opened.  
9) Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will 
give him a stone? 
10) Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?  
11) If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask Him!  
12) Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, 
for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 21-7:7  .)VJKN  
 
Introduction 
 
We live in a society where people want things fast. We have Fast Food 
Restaurants, fast cars, supermarkets where we can get what we want 
quickly. Everything must happen quickly. We also see so much 
impatience around us. If you don't drive fast enough (although you 
just keep the speed limit) people are angry with you. We live in a fast-
paced society. We also live in a society where people give up so easily. 
When we look for work, and we don't find a job after a week or month 
or six months, we give up and think, that is the way God wants it. Or if 
we study hard and write examinations and don't get the mark we 
wanted, or we don't pass our exams we conclude “well, it was not 
meant to be.” Or when we try to fix something that has broken and 
doesn't get it fixed the first or second or third time, we give up. If 
things don't turn out the way we want them to turn out, we drop it. 
That is how many people think and behave. 
 
This is also the way many Christians think about life. And this is also 
many times the way Christians think about prayer. If God doesn't give 
them the thing they want or need, quickly, or within a certain time 



period, they discard prayer and think, “well, it was not Gods will.” We 
are so quick to jump to conclusions when it comes to God’s will for our 
lives. To say it respectfully, we “put words into God’s mouth.” We 
think we know what God wants for us, when and after we pray and 
we think we know what we ultimately need in this life. This text that 
we read in Matthew 7:7-12 helps us to understand that we must 
persevere in prayer to God for the “good things” in life and that our 
lives should be characterized by perseverance for the things that are 
valuable, God-honoring and constant. 
 

1. General observations on Matthew 7:7-11 
 

-- These commands and promises of Jesus, found in Matthew 7:7-9, 
are just valid for born again believers of God. In fact, the whole 
Sermon on the Mount was addressed primarily to Jesus' disciples. If 
you try to take these commands and apply them to yourself when you 
are not born again and do not belong to God, God may answer you, 
but it will be only so that Jesus becomes your Savior and Lord. 
-- These commands of God given by Jesus (ask, seek and knock) and 
the promises that God gave to His disciples, I believe, mainly relates 
to things we ask in prayer. These three commands (ask, seek and 
knock) of Jesus must be understood in the context of praying to God, 
seeking His face and, and as it were, knocking on the "door of heaven."  
-- The asking, seeking and knocking should be happening continually. 
The Participle form of the verb is used in Greek. A better translation 
from the Greek into English would read: “Everyone who is asking will 
receive. Everyone who is seeking will find, everyone who is knocking 
the door will be opened unto him.” 
-- God requires persistence in prayer to see His purposes fulfilled. God 
uses means for His decrees and redemptive and kingdom purposes to 
be fulfilled. Although God is sovereign and although God's purposes 
and plans cannot be thwarted, God wants us to pray, and He wants to 
use our prayers to change evil things and events on earth. We see this 
truth many times in Scripture where God made use of Moses’ or 



Daniël’s or Ester’s prayers to change circumstances (Exodus 32-34; 
Daniel 9; 2 Kings 20). 
-- The asking and seeking and knocking help believers to be in 
continual fellowship with God. God commands us to "keep entering 
His presence" because He wants us to know Him better and He wants 
us to live before Him, in His presence. He wants us to be involved in 
His work of redeeming the elect and changing the course of history 
and in sustaining creation and building up His kingdom and seeing 
righteousness and justice flourish on earth. 
-- Although prayer should be persistent we should not use vain 
repetitions as the heathen do. Jesus said earlier in the Sermon on the 
Mount: “And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the 
heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many 
words. “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the 
things you have need of before you ask Him” (Matthew 8-7:6  VJKN ). 
Why should we not pray like the heathen? We shouldn't  because God 
knows what we need before we ask Him. We don't have to tell God 
our needs because He doesn't know them. God knows everything all 
the time of all people and creation in the universe!! We pray to have 
fellowship with God and because God delights in the prayers of His 
people. God has chosen to use means, the means of our prayers, to 
govern the world as was said before!! 
-- Our prayers (asking, seeking and knocking) will only be answered 
when we pray according to Gods will, and when they are prayed for 
His glory  and when it is prayed in the context of establishing God's 
kingdom and righteousness and justice on the earth (see Matthew 6:9-
11; Matthew 6:33; Luke 18:1-8; 1 John 5:14-16). Many times we don't 
get answers to our prayers because we pray the wrong things. Romans 
8:26,27 tells us: "Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For 
we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the 
Spirit is because He makes intercession for the saints according to the 
will of God” (Romans 72-62:8  VJKN ). 



-- The things we ask for, in the context of putting God, His kingdom 
and His righteousness first (Matthew 6:33), will certainly be given to 
us if they are based on the character of God. Jesus said: “How much 
more will God give us good things to those who ask Him?” (Matthew 
7:11). So when we pray, we must have faith that God will fulfill His 
promises!! But we should always pray with a humble heart (James 4:7-
10), never demanding things from God and never presumptuously 
claim things for ourselves. We should never ask for selfish gain. James 
said the reason we do not receive things is because we ask amiss, that 
we should spend it on our own lusts (James 4:2-3). But James did say 
we do not receive because we do not ask!!!! So God encourages us to 
pray, but never to waste the things we ask for on ourselves!!  
-- We as children of God still are "evil” as our text indicates.  We are 
still prone to sin. We are still evil, although forgiven. Jesus said: "If you 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those 
who ask Him!" Jesus said these things to his disciples!!! He knows that 
we are bound to ask things for selfish gain and to waste things on 
ourselves. The certainty that God will give us good things is surer than 
our willingness to give bread and food and fish to our children when 
they ask for it. If we are bad and give good things to our children how 
much more will God give good things to us, His children?!! In other 
words, our text encourages us to come with confidence to the throne 
of grace because we have a loving Father, a good Father, an infinitely 
better Father than we can be for our children. God will certainly give 
us good things because He is infinitely good and His benevolent 
character cannot change (James 1:17). If God is infinitely good, and 
unchangeable, which He is, he will give us good things for eternity. The 
streams of blessings that flow from His throne will never run dry. The 
fountain of blessings will never run out!! Jesus Christ is that Fountain 
of Living Water and Everlasting Sustenance!!  
-- These promises of God (asking and receiving, seeking and finding, 
knocking and the door being opened) will come to fulfillment many 
times in our lives as we cultivate a prayer-life with God. For example 



when we pray: “Father give us our daily bread”, He will give. He has 
done it thousands of times before, and He will continue to do so!! 
-- The natural response to receiving and finding and the door being 
opened should be thanksgiving. That is why prayer and the giving of 
thanks to God are linked in Philippians 4:5-7 and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18. If we don't give thanks to God for things received we use God just 
for our own gain or to get things done. If that be the case, we use God 
as some sort of a “Divine Slot-machine” to give us stuff only when we 
need it and just to get things done. Such a thought of using God only 
for our own benefit should make us repent in sackcloth and ashes!  
-- These promises in Matthew 7:7-10 however are given so that we 
may maintain a vibrant and loving relationship with God. That is why 
John 16:33 says: “Ask and you will receive that your joy may be full!”  
-- I also believe the promises given by God: “everyone who asks 
receives, everyone who seek finds and everyone who knocks the door 
will be opened” do not only refer to prayer. It can be applied to 
general things in life as well. For example, someone who doesn't have 
a job and are trying to find one. If the jobless person persists in asking 
and seeking and knocking he/she will find that God will give him what 
he asks for through the means of other people. God rewards 
persistence and importunity if you are a child of God. We also see this 
principle in the parable of the unjust judge and the widow in Luke 
18:1-8. Also if you have a financial need in life or a need for a martial 
partner and keep on asking and seeking and knocking, God will give 
what you need if it is His will. I will elaborate more on this point later.  
 

2. So what are the "good things" we should ask for? (General 
things to pray for) 
 

I believe this passage only makes sense in the context of Matthew 6:9-
11. In Matthew 6:9-13, which is also called "the Lords Prayer," God 
gives us His agenda what we should pray for. Let's look at each 
petition more closely. 
-- "Our Father, who is in heaven" This petition shows us that we as 
children of God are part of a family. We are not lone rangers in the 



kingdom of God. All who are in the kingdom of God are brothers and 
sisters of one another. We have the same Father and therefore we 
must always ask for things that would not only benefit ourselves but 
others in our family as well.  
-- "Hallowed be your Name" This petition means we must pray for 
everything that will bring glory to God, and that would promote His 
character: Love, Justice, holiness, truth, grace, peace, humility, 
gentleness, His greatness, and majesty. Jesus told us to pray in His 
Name in John 14:12-14. He said if you ask anything in My Name you 
will have it that the Father may be glorified through the Son. Praying 
in Jesus’ Name doesn't mean we just use a particular formula (In Jesus 
Name) when we pray. God’s Name stands for His character, His 
Person. So if we pray for something according to Gods character, in 
accordance with who He is, God will give what we ask for. To pray in 
Jesus’ Name also means to pray in the authority of God. Are the things 
you are praying for promoting God's character? Are the things you are 
praying for according to His divine attributes: mercy, generosity, love, 
justice, grace, truth, holiness and so on? 
-- "Your Kingdom come" This follows what I said before. Are we 
praying for things that would advance Gods kingdom? Are we praying 
that all people receive a Bible in their own language? Are we praying 
that people will hear the gospel in places where they have never heard 
it before, like in Bangladesh or India or remote tribes in Africa, etc? 
Are we praying for people to lay down their lives to reach individuals 
in the bonds of Satan? Are we praying for people to be loosed from 
the kingdom of darkness? Are we praying that people would be set 
free from the bonds of alcoholism and drug addiction? Whatever we 
pray that would lead to the advancement of the kingdom of God, God 
will give.  
-- “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”: In one aspect God's 
will is always done: His decrees will always be accomplished. None can 
thwart His purposes (Isaiah 46:10,11). Whatever pleases the Lord, he 
does (Psalm 115:6). But God has given us a moral will to obey and we 
should pray that as God's moral will is always done in heaven and as 
His kingdom is always coming in heaven so we should pray that His 



moral will be obeyed by all people on the earth. One day in the new 
heavens and new earth Gods moral will, will always be done. Abortion 
will stop one day. Sexual immorality will stop one day, homosexual 
unions will stop, pornography will stop, prostitution will stop, murders 
and lies and corruption and idolatry in all their facets will stop. 
Occultism and false religions will stop! And we should pray that these 
things become real now in THIS  life on THIS earth! 
-- "Give us today our daily bread": This petition includes our daily 
necessities and all that are necessary for effectively serving God. To 
this point, I will turn in the next section. 
-- "Forgive us our debts as we forgive those who are indebted to us."  
In this petition we ask God that He would forgive us our daily sins and 
that He would give us the necessary love to see people as He sees 
them and to fill us with Himself, His Holy Spirit, to love our enemies, 
to love the church, the people of God and to love God. We ask for 
supernatural, godly and unconditional love. We are asking in this 
petition to be like Jesus Christ, to live like Jesus Christ and to love like 
Jesus Christ. 
-- "Lead us not into temptation" In this petition, we pray to God that 
He would guard us against things that would make us stumble into sin. 
That includes the evil and sinful inclinations of our hearts, the 
deceitfulness of riches that may lure us into the world, the lusts of the 
world and the lusts of the flesh and the lusts of the eyes. We pray that 
God would make us watchful and alert as soldiers in battle. As John 
Piper said: “We don't know what prayer is for until we know that life 
is war.” We pray for strength to resist the evil one and to take every 
thought captive and make it obedient unto God (2 Corinthians 10:3-
5). 
-- "Deliver us from evil." In this petition, we pray that God would help 
us to progress spiritually and live in victory over the power and slavery 
of sin, self, and Satan. We pray knowing that in ourselves we will 
always be overpowered by Satan, but that in Christ we will have the 
victory. By praying this, we put our confidence in God and His victory 
over evil in Christ Jesus on the cross, and we cling to Him. 



-- "For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory": By this 
declaration, we acknowledge that God is and should be at the center 
of our being and thoughts and lives. We acknowledge that without 
Him all else are useless and of no avail.  
 
3) Personal necessities.  
 
--Let's look at verse 11 again: “If you then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!" (Matthew 7:11). 
This is a continuation I believe of the petition: "Give us today our daily 
bread" in Matthew 6:10. 
-- I believe the "good things" that Jesus is talking about in Matthew 
7:11, that the Lord will be more than willing to give, includes, personal 
things like: 
-- wisdom – (See James 1:5)  Wisdom is the ability to know what to do 
and what to say at each moment in life. To have wisdom means to 
know when to talk and not to talk (Ecclesiastes 3:1-10) when to gather 
and when to let things go etc.  
--  Good things include jobs. The Bible says if you do not work you 
should not eat. Paul commands the church that we should work with 
our own hands and that those who stole should steal no more but 
work so that they have something to give to those who do not have 
(Ephesians 4:28). 
-- Good things include opportunities to study. This includes having 
wisdom and knowledge. When we have knowledge and a good 
education we can serve God in many ways and make a difference in 
society where the kingdom of God should come, like in the areas of 
politics, business, education, sport, the arts, and entertainment.  
-- Good things include places to stay, money and basic necessities. We 
all need money and things to survive. We all need food and clothing 
and water etc. We need things to sustain our daily life. We need basic 
necessities. We can pray and know that God will give us what we need 
because He has promised to do so. 



-- Good things could include cars. If a motorcar would help you serve 
God more effectively, God could give you one. 2 Corinthians 8:9 says: 
“and God is able to make all grace abound to you that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times you may abound in every good 
work.”  
-- Good things could include a wife or a husband provided it is Gods 
will for you. The book of Proverbs tells us: "He who has found a wife 
has found a good thing." 
-- Good things include safety, (it could include having a medical AID, 
Insurance for your motorcar and your house and a Pension Fund). 
These things are not necessarily necessities, but God could grant you 
these provided it be His will. 
-- Good things could include healing from sicknesses. It is important 
that we know what God’s will is in this regard. Sometimes God doesn't 
heal because He wants us to stay close to Him and grow in 
sanctification. Many people have incurable diseases and disabilities 
like epilepsy, blindness, diabetes or some mental disorder and God 
doesn't heal those instantly, but He will in heaven obviously if you are 
His child. God often keeps His children weak and dependent on Him, 
and He keeps them humble so that His power may be evident in their 
lives (2 Corinthians 12).  
-- Good things include security and safety. We can pray that God will 
protect our lives when we travel and keep us from accidents and keep 
us safe from thieves and burglars and murderers etc. (2 Corinthians 
9:8; Phillippians 4:19). Yes sometimes we do get robbed or hurt but 
God has promised to keep us spiritually and many times God keeps us 
physically as well.  

 
1) The best thing of all  

 
In the context of Luke 11:9-11 the best thing is the Holy Spirit. The best 
thing God could give you is Himself!! The Holy Spirit! In the account of 
Luke in this section Jesus didn't say: "And how much more will God 
give good things to those who ask Him", but "how much more will God 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him."  



-- Now the disciples did pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, and they did receive the Holy Spirit after praying for ten 
days in the Upper Room in Jerusalem. But when Jesus lived on earth 
the Holy Spirit was not yet given as a permanent reality, because Jesus 
wasn't exalted yet (John 7:37-39). But now it is different. We live in 
the reality of the abiding Holy Spirit. All God’s children have received 
the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3,13). But we are commanded to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit continually in Ephesians 5:18. We can grieve 
(Ephesians 4:30) and quench the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19). So 
we need to ask continually for the filling of the Holy Spirit. To ask for 
“good things” means we should always ask to be cleansed, filled and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
-- So the commands to ask, to seek and to knock is also applicable to 
receive more of the Holy Spirit and to be continually filled and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. In the context of Matthew 7:7-11, and 
persistent prayer: continuing in asking, and in seeking and in knocking 
could be for victory over a sin you are struggling with, asking for 
victory over the power of sins.  
-- To be constant and persistent in prayer means we pray for our own 
sanctification. God will answer those prayers!! His will for us is our 
sanctification by the Holy Spirit as 1 Thessalonians 4:3 says. His will is 
that we should grow in conformity to Jesus Christ (Romans 8:30). So 
we can ask in confidence for those things and know God will answer 
our prayers. 
 
5) Prayer in the context of Matthew 5-7 
 
-- Jesus said the following just after giving these commands and 
promises: "Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also 
to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12). 
Whatever we ask for, what people should do for us, we should be 
willing to do for them.  
-- The asking, seeking and knocking should be understood in the 
context of Matthew chapter 5-7 as well. God’s standards of holy living 
and kingdom living are what we find in Matthew 5-7.  If we can't "love 



our enemies" and if we can't "walk the extra mile" and if we can't "turn 
the other cheek" and if we can't be "insulted for righteousness sake" 
and if we get angry with people without cause and say "you fool" and 
if we can't be merciful, and forgive other people their sins, then we 
should keep on asking, seeking and knocking until God gives us the 
grace and love and power to live in such a way that our light shines 
before men (Matthew 5:13-16) and that we reflect His perfection and 
character and truly be salt and light in this world (Matthew 5:13-16). 
The commandment to love our neighbor is a summary of the Golden 
Rule (Matthew 7:12). If we fail to love our neighbor as ourselves, we 
should keep on asking and seeking and knocking at "heaven's door" 
until we are perfect as God is perfect. And that means we keep on 
praying until the day we die!! 
 
-- And we should keep on thanking and praising God as we see 
ourselves changing into Christ’s likeness! Remember the reason why 
God wants us to be persistent in prayer is not to use Him as a “divine 
Slot-machine!!” The reason we pray to God and are constant in prayer 
is that we remain in fellowship with God, that we reign with Him on 
this earth, that we are joint priests with our Heavenly High Priest and 
that we speak forth the word of God as His prophets.  
-- So let us persevere in payer for the things that will remain for God’s 
sake and His glory and the coming of His kingdom! When we do this, 
we will see that God will fulfill His promises in giving us what we desire, 
finding the good things He wants to give us, and we will see God 
opening doors of opportunity for His Name sake. Amen 
 


