
On homosexuality and sexual immorality 

1.  Introduction 

In today's society, we see the erosion of moral values. Recently in the 

news, we heard of the Supreme Court Ruling in the USA that legalized 

homosexual “marriages” in all the states of America. In the 1960’s we 

saw the sexual revolution where promiscuity and sexual immorality 

flourished in Western society. And although homosexual unions “civil 

unions” in South Africa has been legalized for almost a decade now, 

we see that the USA has now capitulated amidst the pressure of 

homosexual activists and the President of the USA Barak Obama who 

is unashamedly promoting “gay rights.” We can ask where the erosion 

of Biblical values will end? We also know that sexual deviancy is not 

new. It's always been there. Many historians say that the reason the 

Greek and Roman Empires were destroyed was because of homosexual 

deviancy and pedophilia. In fact no civilization in history has endured 

that promoted homosexuality. Also among church leaders, there is 

massive confusion even in South Africa. Professor Nelus Niemand  and 

the well-known writer and theologian Adrio König has publicly 

announced that they don't see any problem with faithful homosexual 

partners having sex! But what does the Bible reveal about 

homosexuality and sexual immorality? Is homosexual behavior or 

homosexual desire condemned in the Bible? And what about premarital 

or extramarital sex? What about incest or sex with animals? The 

prophet Isaiah warned the people of Israel more than 2000 years ago 

not to call sin good, and good evil. We see the same happening in 

today’s society. Perverse behavior is called good. What is an 

abomination in God’s sight is set forth as acceptable behavior. The 

prophet Isaiah said: “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; 

Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for 

sweet, and sweet for bitter!” ( haiasI  5: 02  NKJV)  

A few definitions of terms:  

Hebrew: kawdesh: a male devotee (by prostitution) to licentious 

idolatry, sodomite, unclean.  



Greek: pornos (pornous): one who engages in sexual immorality 

whether man or woman and in some contexts distinguished from 

adulterers and adulteresses.  

Greek: porneia: one who practices illicit sex, sexual immorality of any 

kind, fornication, prostitution.  

Greek: akatharsia: a state of moral impurity, especially in relationship 

to sexual sin.  

Greek: aselgeia: behavior lacking in moral restraint, by implication 

sexual licentiousness.  

Greek: ekporneuo: engage in illicit sex, sexual immorality of any kind.  

Greek: arsenokoites: a male partner (or active partner) in homosexual 

intercourse. 

Greek: malakos: the passive partner in homosexual intercourse.  

Greek: moichos (moichous), moicheia: a person who commits 

adultery. 

Greek: aperchomai apiso sarkos eteras: literally: to walk after strange 

flesh. To engage in unnatural sexual intercourse, homosexual sex. 

2. Old Testament Witness 

Let's begin with the Ten Commandments given to Moses.  

God said: “You shall not commit adultery” and “You shall not covet 

your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor 

his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor 

anything that is your neighbor’s.” ( sudoxE  02 : 71 ,41  NKJV). The Ten 

Commandments don't only prohibit the act of adultery but covetousness 

or sexual desire towards your neighbor’s wife as well.  

Leviticus 18:1-23 condemns a whole series of sexual sins, including 

sex with one’s mother, father, brother, sister, aunt, uncle, niece, 

nephew, cousin, granddaughter, grandson, grandfather or grandmother. 

In today’s society, these things are rejected by most people, but 

homosexuality and sex with animals are mentioned here as well: 

“Moreover you shall not lie carnally with your neighbor’s wife, to 



defile yourself with her. You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. 

It is an abomination. Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile 

yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate 

with it. It is perversion” ( sucitiveL  81 : 32-22 ,02  NKJV). In the same 

breath, sex with animals (bestiality) and sex with the same gender are 

called an abomination by God. “If a man lies with a male as he lies with 

a woman, both of them have committed an abomination. They shall 

surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them” ( sucitiveL  02 : 31  

NKJV). In these passages, it is very clear that any form of 

homosexuality is wrong. Any sex without the bonds of marriage 

between a man and a wife is called an abomination. What is shocking 

about society today is that many in modern day culture accept 

homosexuality as normal behavior in many countries, but not sex with 

animals or incest or rape or pedophilia for example. In God’s view, all 

these sins are condemned and on par. Why do those people who 

condone homosexual sin, not condone pedophilia, rape or sex with 

animals as well? Who decides what are acceptable and unacceptable 

behavior? The Bible off course dictates what is right and wrong in 

God’s eyes! But if you believe that the Bible doesn't govern your 

behavior and doesn't serve as a guide to godly and moral behavior 

anything eventually becomes acceptable. If God's moral absolutes don't 

govern your behavior and moral values what does?  

The sin of the men of Sodom was that they wanted to have intercourse 

with the angles who came in the appearance of men. But not only that 

they were practicing sexual perversion on a grand scale. This passage 

(Genesis 19:1-7) is not referring to one homosexual partner with 

another, but with homosexual rape. Nevertheless, the city of Sodom 

was destroyed because the men acted wickedly and homosexuality was 

their cardinal sin. That was not their only sin, though, but one of their 

sins. Ezekiel 18:48-49 tells us what their sins were: “As I live,” says 

the Lord GOD, “neither your sister Sodom nor her daughters have done 

as you and your daughters have done. Look, this was the iniquity of 

your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness of food, 

and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the 

poor and needy. And they were haughty and committed abomination 

before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit” ( leikezE  61 : 05-84  

NKJV). Genesis records what happened before God destroyed Sodom. 



“Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting 

in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and 

he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. And he said, “Here 

now, my lords, please turn in to your servant’s house and spend the 

night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” 

And they said, “No, but we will spend the night in the open square.” 

But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. 

Then he made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 

Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both 

old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 

And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came 

to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally. 

” So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind 

him, and said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly!” ( siseneG  

91 : 7-1  NKJV). We known from the Bible that God destroyed the city 

of Sodom and Gomorrah because of their sins.  

King Asa in the Old Testament is commended for doing what was right 

in God’s eyes. He removed the perverted persons in Israel as well as 

idolatry. “Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did his 

father, David. And he banished the perverted persons (kawdesh) from 

the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had made. Also, he 

removed Maachah his grandmother from being queen mother, because 

she had made an obscene image of Asherah. And Asa cut down her 

obscene image and burned it by the Brook Kidron” ( sgniK I  51 : 31-11  

NKJV). The Asherah images that the Israelites made were sexually 

explicit images.  

3. New Testament Witness 

Romans chapter 1:17-32 reveals what God views as detestable and as 

sins in His sight. Homosexuality is mentioned here as well. “For the 

wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has 

shown it to them. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and 

changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like 

corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping 



things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of 

their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who 

exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the 

creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this 

reason, God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women 

exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the 

men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one 

another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in 

themselves the penalty of their error which was due” ( snamoR  1: -81

72-22 ,91  NKJV). This text reveals that homosexual desire is a 

judgment on people because of idolatry. Homosexual desire is 

described as having “vile passions” and homosexual behavior is here 

described as being “shameful.” Homosexuality is called unnatural in 

this passage. We know that homosexual desire is a complex problem, 

and many people struggle with this kind of sexual desire because of 

molestation early in life or other complex (gender identity) reasons. 

This text, however, reveals that the cause of homosexual desire is 

idolatry. 

The Bible reveals that not only homosexuals (arsenokoites and 

malakos) but also adulterers (moichos) and fornicators (pornos) will be 

excluded from the kingdom of God. Many people who participated in 

these sins have been set free and are now in the kingdom of God as the 

Bible reveals in the following text. “Do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. 

Neither fornicators (pornos), nor idolaters, nor adulterers (moichos), 

nor homosexuals (malakos), nor sodomites (arsenokoites), nor thieves, 

nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit 

the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were 

washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” ( snaihtniroC I  6: 11-9  

NKJV). Take note that not only homosexuals or sodomites will not 

inherit the kingdom of God, but also drunkards, adulterers, fornicators, 

thieves, and idolaters!  

The sins of homosexuality and sexual immorality are things mentioned 

by Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, as being contrary to sound 

doctrine. Not only to believe the wrong things about God and Jesus 



Christ, but also those who live a godless life are set forth as wrong 

doctrine. In other words, false doctrine is not only about what you 

believe, but also how you live. If you live a sinful, godless life, you are 

a heretic! “..Knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous 

person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for 

sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 

murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites 

(those who practice homosexuality,arsenokoites) for kidnappers, for 

liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to 

sound doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God 

which was committed to my trust” ( yhtomiT I  1: 11-9  NKJV). 

The book of Revelation mentions sexual immorality as sin and those 

who practice it as people who will be excluded from the new heavens 

and the new earth. “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I 

will be his God, and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, 

abominable, murderers, sexually immoral (pornois), sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with 

fire and brimstone, which is the second death” ( noitaleveR  12 : 8-7  

NKJV). 

 Jesus said the following: “You have heard that it was said to those of 

old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever 

looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with 

her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast 

it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members 

perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. And if your right 

hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more 

profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole 

body to be cast into hell” ( wehttaM  5: 03-72  NKJV). Jesus did not only 

condemn the act of adultery or fornication (premarital sex) but the 

desire as well. Therefore not only premarital sex or extramarital sex or 

homosexual sex are condemned by Jesus, but sexual lust or desire 

towards anyone except your marital partner as well.  

Jesus made it clear that marriage is between one man and one woman. 

God created them, male and female (Genesis 1:26-28). “And Jesus 

answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them 



at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this 

reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, they are no longer two 

but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man 

separate.” ( wehttaM  91 : 6-4  NKJV). If Jesus made them male and male 

or female and female, there would be no continuation of life on this 

planet! We all know that for the human race to reproduce you need 

male and female to have sex. And God condones sex only between one 

man and one woman within the bonds of marriage.  

Paul exhorted the people of Corinth with the following words: “Foods 

for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it 

and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality (porneia) but for 

the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God both raised up the Lord 

and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your 

bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ 

and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! Or do you not know 

that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two,” 

He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is 

one spirit with Him. Flee sexual immorality (porneia). Every sin that a 

man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality 

(porneia) sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body 

is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 

God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; 

therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

( snaihtniroC I  6: 02-31  NKJV). It goes without saying that watching 

pornography is also condemned by God. When Jesus and the apostles 

condemned sexual sins, they included the desire and lust in relation to 

that sinful behavior as well (See Matthew 5:28). 

The Bible gives us the answer what to do with sexual temptation and 

sexual sin: Because of sexual sin, because of sexual immorality the 

Bible says that each man should have his own wife and each woman 

should have her own husband! Note that the Bible doesn't say that each 

man should have his own husband or wives or that each woman should 

have her own wife or husbands! “Now concerning the things of which 

you wrote to me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman. 

Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality (porneia), let each man 



have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband” (  I

snaihtniroC  7: 2-1  NKJV). 

Paul gives a whole list of practices that will exclude someone from the 

kingdom of God. He begins with four sexual sins!! “Now the works of 

the flesh are evident, which are: adultery (moicheia), fornication 

(porneia), uncleanness (akatharsia), lewdness (aselgeia) idolatry, 

sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 

ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, 

revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told 

you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God” ( snaitalaG  5: 12-91  NKJV). 

The letter of Jude mentions that the people who are given to sexual 

immorality and going after strange flesh (homosexual behavior) are 

those who will be condemned to everlasting fire. “For certain men have 

crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this 

condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into 

lewdness (sexual lust) and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus 

Christ. But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the 

Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 

destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep 

their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in 

everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; as 

Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner 

to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality 

(ekporneuo) and gone after strange flesh ( aperchomai apiso sarkos 

eteras: go after strange flesh: idiom for homosexuality), are set forth as 

an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” ( eduJ  1: 7-4  

NKJV). 

Our conclusion is therefore that all sex are condemned before God 

except sex between one man and one women within the covenant of 

marriage (with one other exception I'll mention now). That is the 

consistent testimony of the Scriptures. However, we know that the 

patriarchs and David and Solomon had many wives, yet nowhere in 

Scripture were they commended for having many wives. In fact, the 

many wives of Solomon led him to serve other gods instead. The law 



of God commanded: “When you come to the land which the LORD 

your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, ‘I will 

set a king over me like all the nations that are around me,’ you shall 

surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses; one 

from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not 

set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother... Neither shall he 

multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turns away; nor shall he 

greatly multiply silver and gold for himself” ( ymonoretueD  71 :  ,51-41

71  NKJV). We know that in some cultures men have the tradition to 

have many wives, yet the condition for eldership or to be a deacon in 

the New Testament is to be a man of one wife (1 Timothy 3:1-13). If 

someone becomes a believer in Christ, while being married to more 

than one wife, it is not required for him to divorce all his other wives, 

but that person is excluded from being an elder or deacon in the church. 

But nowhere is it commanded or advised in Scripture for a believer in 

Christ (whether man or woman) to have more than one wife (in the case 

of a man) or to have more than one husband (in the case of a woman).  

As the Bible says in Hebrews 13, “Marriage is honorable among all, 

and the bed undefiled; but fornicators (pornous) and adulterers 

(moichous) God will judge” ( swerbeH  31 :4 NKJV). In the letter to 

Thessalonians it is written: “For this is the will of God, your 

sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality 

(porneia); that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel 

(meaning martial partner) in sanctification and honor, not in passion of 

lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one should take 

advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is 

the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. For 

God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. Therefore he who 

rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His 

Holy Spirit” ( snainolassehT I  4: 8-3  NKJV). This passage also makes it 

clear that if we reject God’s command to live holy, we reject God. If 

we condone any sexual sex, if we call evil good, if we call sin 

acceptable, we reject God!!  

 

 



Conclusion 

Woe to those people who condone any sexual sin (homosexuality, 

adultery, fornication, sexual lust, incest, rape, bestiality, pedofilia or 

pornography) in whatever form. God will be the avenger of such. What 

we sow we will reap. If we sow to our sinful desires, we will reap 

corruption, but if we sow to the Holy Spirit we will sow eternal life 

(Galatians 6:6-7). Let us make a stand for what is right and good and 

honorable in God’s sight and call sin what God calls sin. The only way 

to flee from sin is first to recognize sin for what it is. And the only way 

to be delivered from our sins is to confess it before God. The only road 

to healing is to admit that we are wrong and to call sin, sin. If we deny 

our sins or if we cover up our sins we cannot be helped, healed, forgiven 

and delivered. Only when we confess our sins to God and walk in the 

light as God is in the light, will God forgive us and cleanse us from our 

sins. It is when we walk in the light that the blood of Jesus cleanses us 

of our sins. If we say that we have not sinned we make God to be a liar 

and the truth is not in us (1 John 1:7-9). 

God healed and delivered and cleansed and forgave people who 

engaged in homosexuality, fornication and adultery and other sexual 

sins in the past (1 Corinthians 6:9-10), and He can do it again. Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus 

came to set the captives free. “When the Son sets you free you shall be 

free indeed” (John 8:36). “You shall know the truth and the truth shall 

set you free” (John 8:32). There are many people around the world who 

can testify to the fact that God delivered them from the bondage of 

homosexuality, lust, fornication, pornography, prostitution and other 

sexual sins. Your sinful desires should not define you as a person. You 

were made in the image of God and you should therefore be defined by 

God and by the finished work of Christ. If you turn from your sins to 

God in repentance and have faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior, God will give you the Holy Spirit and He will heal, cleanse, 

comfort, deliver and sanctify you and make you to be conformed to the 

image of Jesus Christ. Only by being born of the Holy Spirit and only 

by God’s indwelling can you be successfully freed from sexual 

perversions and sins. As we behold the image of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ are we changed from glory to glory through the Holy Spirit 



( 2 Corinthians 3:18). What you were should not define you as a person. 

The sins you were involved with should not define you, but who God 

says you are in Christ Jesus, and what God wants you to become in 

Jesus Christ. If you hold fast to the sins of your past you would not be 

able to receive the Holy Spirit who wants you to be transformed into 

God’s image! So let's flee from sexual immorality for the glory of God! 

 


