
Determining the will of God

8 Signposts or Guidelines to determine Gods will in specific situations: 

Think of God's will (to determine His will in specific situations) like 

planning to take a journey from point A to B in a motorcar. Let's say 

point A is Johannesburg and point B is Durban. In order for you to get 

from Johannesburg to Durban in a motorcar, you need to look at eight 

crucial signposts next to the road that will show you the right way. If 

you miss them, you will miss the shortest road to Durban. If you miss 

two or three, you may get lost. But you can get back on track if you 

missed one or two. This analogy has it’s shortcomings if you drive it 

too far. That is usually the case when you try to explain some truth by 

using an analogy. With God's will, it is the same in many respects than 

driving a car from one destination to another. We sometimes disregard 

the clear signs showing us the narrow way of God's will. But that 

doesn't mean we should remain lost. If we know the signs, we could get 

back on track. Let's look then at eight signposts to determine God's will 

in specific situations which I believe the Scriptures reveal. 

1) The Bible. Is it in line with the commandments of Scripture? The 

Ten Commandments and the commands of the apostles and Jesus 

Christ? God would for example never ask you to steal something, be 

dishonest or deceitful or commit adultery, murder or idolatry, etc. (2 

Timothy 3:16; Ecclesiastes 12:13). Many commands in the Old 

Testament must be interpreted in the light of their fulfillment in the 

New Testament. The animal sacrificial laws and the ceremonial laws 

of the Torah in the Old Testament, for example, have been fulfilled by 

Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the cross. Therefore we need not sacrifice 

animals anymore for the forgiveness of sins. But the moral law of God 

in the Old Testament (e.g. The Ten Commandments) and it's moral and 

spiritual implications (e.g. Not speaking to the dead, no incest, which 

are not specifically mentioned in the New Testament) are still relevant 

for us. The Bible should have the final say when it comes to issues 

regarding morality, worship and anything that would affect your 

spiritual life. The fact that you can't separate your spiritual life from 

anything should indicate everything you do, think and choose should 



be controlled by the Bible. "All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16, 17 NKJV) 

"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His 

commandments, For this is man’s all” (Ecclesiastes 12:13 NKJV). We 

should remember that the Bible has been given to us by the Holy Spirit 

as He moved people to write the different books in the Bible ( 2 Peter 

1:20-21). 

2) Prayer and the Holy Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:16 commands: "Pray 

without ceasing.” Romans 12:12 says: "Be constant in prayer." 

Ephesians 6:18 states: “..always praying with all prayer and 

supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 

perseverance…”; Philippians 4:6-7 commands: “be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God…” Do you hear 

Gods voice in prayer? The inner voice of the Holy Spirit through your 

conscience, through communion with the Holy Spirit and the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit (intuition)? Dreams or visions should be 

interpreted and be in accord with the clear teaching of Scripture. 

Dreams and visions are not the normal way God speaks to us. The Bible 

reveals about 98% of God's will for us. We don't need dreams and 

visions to guide us. The early church still needed them, because the 

New Testament hadn't been written. That's why you see that God 

guided the apostles in Acts many times through these. But God has 

given us His written words. The Bible is sufficient to guide us in all we 

need to know for our salvation and to live godly, God-fearing, God-

pleasing lives. God can however use dreams and visions to speak to us 

as He spoke to Joseph, Daniël or Jeremiah. If God speaks to you 

through a dream or a vision, it should always be tested in the light of 

God's revealed word in Scripture. The Scriptures are normative 

revelation from God. They are complete and sufficient to make us wise 

unto salvation and righteousness (2 Timothy 3:15,16), but God 

speaking to us in a dream it is not normative revelation, on par with 

Scripture, nor canonical or authoritative. It's not in the same level of 

authority as the Scriptures. It is only authoritative in as much it 

corresponds with the clear teaching and intent of the Scriptures. Do the 



visions or dreams or inner voice I think I am getting confuse me? Or 

does it clearly correspond with God's holy character and teaching 

revealed in the Bible and His commandments? A devil can also speak 

to you in dreams, or the dreams could be just your own thoughts. Let’s 

be honest: most of the dreams we dream are just our own confused 

ideas mingled together. Many people make the mistake to rely on 

dreams and visions to guide them. And because they rely on them they 

get confused. Remember God is not a God of confusion but order (1 

Corinthians 14:40). We hear God's voice most clearly in the Scriptures. 

Do you want God to speak to you? Then read the Bible with a 

submissive and humble heart. It has stood the test of time! Moreover, 

whenever the Bible is faithfully expounded and declared by gospel 

preachers, we hear the voice of God. 

3) Circumstances. (Natural talents, gifts, and training). Do 

circumstances indicate that way? God uses open and closed doors many 

times to guide us. What is the obvious thing to do now? "Do what your 

hand finds to do" is the common wisdom of the Bible we find in 

Ecclesiastes 9:10; In Acts 10 Peter saw a vision, and then someone 

knocked on his door. The circumstances with the vision led him to 

preach the gospel to the Gentile nations. In Acts 13:1-3 we find that 

after the church prayed and fasted the Holy Spirit led the church to 

consecrate Paul and Barnabas for a mission journey. When Moses led 

the Israelites out of Egypt by the command of God, they ended up in 

front of the Red Sea. God then miraculously opened a way through the 

sea for the Israelites to pass. Circumstances led them to go through the 

Red sea. Also, when Joshua came to the river Jordan God also 

miraculously let the river stop flowing. Circumstances showed them to 

pass through the river on dry ground. You see in all of these instances 

God commanded them to go forward, but it was the circumstances that 

showed the way forward as well. They all knew what they had to do 

although it seemed contrary to reason. However, circumstances don't 

have to indicate "amazing faith.” It could require "ordinary faith." A 

job opening in your field of expertise could be God’s will. A new 

project that suits your gifts and talents could indicate God's will for 

you. Is the open door in accord with your training, gifts, and talents? 

These could show Gods will for you. God doesn't have to lead you to 



do something that is contrary to reason, but He may, like with Moses 

or Joshua or Peter. 

4) The church and godly counsel. Proverbs 19:20,21 says the 

following: "Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may be 

wise in your latter days. There are many plans in a man’s heart, 

Nevertheless the Lord ’s counsel—that will stand." "For by wise 

counsel you will wage your own war, and in a multitude of counselors 

there is safety." (Proverbs 24:6 NKJV). "Where there is no counsel, the 

people fall; but in the multitude of counselors there is safety." (Proverbs 

11:14 NKJV). 1 Peter 5:5 commands: “Likewise you younger people, 

submit yourself to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one 

another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble.” Hebrews 13:17 commands: “Obey those 

who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, 

as those who must give account.” This can refer to the multitude of 

writers in the Bible as well and through reputable Christian books 

through the centuries. It can also refer to mature Christians in your 

church. Nevertheless, they can also confuse you. Therefore the other 

"signposts" should also help you. Do your fellow Christian brothers and 

sisters agree with your decision? All wouldn't necessarily agree, but 

what do they counsel? Are you humble and teachable, willing to 

submit? Martin Luther, the great Reformer of the sixteenth century is, 

on the contrary, an example of a person who didn't submit to his 

"church" (The Roman Catholic Church), but he still obeyed God, 

because he was submitted to the teaching of Holy Scripture. So your 

church and the counsel of your pastor or elders could be wrong, that's 

why you should see if it corresponds with the other "signposts" and 

with the clear teaching of the Scriptures and orthodox teaching of the 

true Church throughout the centuries. 

5) Peace. Do you have an inner peace about the decision? Not the peace 

that the world gives, but the peace of Jesus and the Holy Spirit? The 

world gives a false peace, a sense of security depending where you live 

or whether you have enough comfort, possessions and ease, but which 

is not necessarily from God. Jesus said in John 14:27, "Peace I leave 

with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 

you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27 



NKJV). Colossians 3:15 says: "And let the peace of God rule in your 

hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 

Philippians 4:5-7 connects prayer, supplication, thanksgiving and the 

peace of God as a consequence. "Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus" (Philippians 4:6, 7 NKJV). Galatians 5:22,23 says that peace is 

part of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Don’t only use peace as an indicator 

to determine God’s will but in conjunction with the other signposts.  

 

6) Conviction. Do you have a conviction in your mind and spirit about 

the rightness and goodness of the decision? Phillippians 4:8,9 says: 

"Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 

whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 

lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if 

there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” Matthew 

5:6,7 says: "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 

be filled." (Matthew 5:6 NKJV). Romans 12:13 says we should, 

”Distribute to the needs of the saints…” Galatians 6:10 says, 

“Therefore, as we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, especially 

to those who are of the household of faith.” Hebrews 13:16 states, “But 

do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is 

well pleased.” 1 John 3:18 commands: “My little children, let us not 

love in word and tongue, but in deed and in truth.” Would your decision 

or choice promote justice, righteousness, holiness, generosity, mercy 

and love towards God and your fellow human beings?  

7) Common sense. Is it in line with your common sense? God wouldn't 

ask you to injure yourself, or do something stupid like disobeying 

traffic laws or embarrass or insult a stranger or someone you love for 

example. This doesn't rule out something God could require of you that 

other people won't understand. Like going to another country to preach 

the gospel and be a missionary or to make a stand against abortion on 

demand or giving up a well-paying job to do mission work for example. 

Abraham left his country after God commanded him to do so (Genesis 



12:1-3); The disciples of Jesus, Peter, John and Matthew gave up their 

trades (occupations) to follow Jesus, and they were doing God's will. 

The apostle Paul said on the other hand: "For even when we were with 

you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he 

eat” (II Thessalonians 3:10 NKJV). In other words, our decision should 

never promote laziness or lethargy. And the Bible says: "But if anyone 

does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, 

he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (I Timothy 5:8 

NKJV). So if you are a man and have children or an elderly mother or 

father who can't look after themselves, you should help them 

financially and spiritually. You should be a provider for their 

necessities. The Bible also says: "…that you also aspire to lead a quiet 

life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as 

we commanded you, that you may walk properly toward those who are 

outside, and that you may lack nothing” (I Thessalonians 4:11, 12 

NKJV). It is God's will to mind your own business and not be gossipers 

or to meddle in other people's affairs. 

8) God's Character and Kingdom. Will your decision promote the 

glory and kingdom of God? Will your decision lead to the salvation of 

sinners? Will God be glorified by your decision? Will your decision 

lead to the building up and extension of the Kingdom of God? In 

Matthew 6:9-11 Jesus told us to pray that The Father's Name be 

hallowed, that His Kingdom come, and His will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Jesus also said: “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 

shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For 

after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 

that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 

6:31-33 NKJV). In 1 Corinthians 10:31-33 it is written: "Therefore, 

whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 

God. Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the 

church of God, just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking 

my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved” (I 

Corinthians 10:31-33 NKJV). Ephesians 6:15 tells us that part of the 

Armor of God is to be prepared to share the gospel of peace. It should 

be part of our daily lives. And in Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus told His 

disciples and followers through the ages to make disciples of all ethnic 



groups and to teach them to do all that He has commanded them. 

Deciding to make disciples of all nations is the will of God for 

Christians! 

When making life-changing decisions, we should be able to discern 

God's will for the season we are in and at the moment. Ecclesiastes 

chapter 3 makes it clear that there is a time and season for everything. 

God may ask you during a specific season of your life to give up a well-

paid job to spread the gospel and to be in the ministry. But at another 

time and season in your life, He might ask you to do secular work and 

earn an income to support your family. God has given us signposts or 

broad guidelines in the Scriptures, but there is room for variation within 

God's good, acceptable and perfect will (Romans 12:1,2). You do not 

need a "dream" or a "vision" or a "voice" to come to the conclusion that 

God's wants you to go in a particular direction. He could use these but 

like I showed you in this article that there are other indicators to lead 

and guide you as well. Sometimes one is enough. Sometimes two or 

four signposts is enough to make a decision, but sometimes with more 

important decisions you need more or all the "signposts" to line up. 

As Romans 12:1,2 says: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 

will of God." (Romans 12:1, 2 NKJV). As we give our bodies to God 

as a continual and living sacrifice, not conforming to this world and by 

being transformed by God by the renewing of our minds, we will be 

able to test and discern God's good, acceptable and perfect will for us. 

A few helpful texts regarding the Guidance of God for meditation. 

“The humble He guides in justice, and the humble He teaches His way” 

(Psalms 25:9).  

“Who is the man that fears the Lord? Him shall He teach in the way he 

chooses” (Psalms 25:12 NKJV)  



“Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of 

your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He 

shall bring it to pass” (Psalms 37:4, 5, NKJV). 

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in 

his way. Though he falls, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the Lord 

upholds him with His hand” (Psalms 37:23, 24).  

 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct 

your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart 

from evil” (Proverbs 3:5-7 NKJV). 

“A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps” (Proverbs 

16:9 NKJV). 

“There are many plans in a man’s heart, nevertheless the Lord ’s 

counsel—that will stand” (Proverbs 19:21 NKJV). 

“A man’s steps are of the Lord; How then can a man understand his 

own way?” (Proverbs 20:24 NKJV).  

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” ( snainolassehT I  5: -61

81  NKJV).  

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should 

abstain from sexual immorality” ( snainolassehT I  4:3 NKJV). 


