
Aim at the kingdom of God and His righteousness and God will 
provide 

 
Matthew 6:19-34 ESV 
 
19) Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal,  
20) but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  
21) For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
22) The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy 
(generous), your whole body will be full of light,  
23) but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If 
then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! “ 
24) No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and money. 
25) Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put 
on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  
26) Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 
more value than they?  
27) And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his 
span of life?  
28) And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,  
29) yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these.  
30) But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, 
O you of little faith?  
31) Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 



32) For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all.  
33) But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.  
34) Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
 
Introduction 
 
I  believe that these passages (Matthew 6:19-21; 22-23; 24 and 6:25-
34) of Scripture are closely related. The treasures in heaven, the 
healthy eye Jesus was speaking about, not serving Mammon or Money 
and God at the same time and seeking God's kingdom and His 
righteousness are closely related. Actually, chapter 5-7 in Matthew 
which is called the Sermon on the Mount deals with the principles and 
characteristics of the kingdom of God and how disciples of Jesus ought 
to behave as citizens in the kingdom of God. The Sermon on the Mount 
was directed at Jesus’ disciples at first, although many other people 
probably heard His words as well. In the beatitudes (The first 
declarations of blessings in the Sermon on the Mount recorded in 
Matthew 5:3-12) Jesus starts by declaring who will enter the kingdom 
of God and to whom the kingdom of God belongs. 
 
In Chapter 6 we find Jesus warning his disciples to cast of worry and 
anxiety out of their lives and to trust in God wholeheartedly because 
God is a loving Father. We see again in chapter 7:7-10 Jesus giving his 
disciples another promise about the care and providence of God. 
What Jesus did in Matthew 6:25-34 was to direct His disciples to more 
important things than food and clothing and money and possessions 
and to engrave in them an unwavering confidence in the providence 
and fatherly care of God, in God as a sufficient provider and in God as 
sovereign ruler over the affairs of His people.  
 
The problem that may arise in many disciples' lives is that they start to 
be anxious about the necessities of life and start to be anxious about 



their future and daily livelihood. This is especially relevant for 
Christians who don't have jobs, who live in countries where there is a 
lot of unemployment and where Christians are being persecuted for 
their faith or where they are losing their jobs because they are 
Christians and seek to do what is right and good. Anxiety can also be 
found among the sick, the disabled or elderly people. They may ask: 
who will take care of us? So first of all Jesus gives His disciples the 
causes why they may have anxieties, what the root problems are of 
having anxiety,  why we should not have anxiety ruling our lives and 
what the solutions to anxiety are. I will then also look at the meaning 
of the terms ‘kingdom of God’ and the ‘righteousness of God’ from 
Scripture and give a few comments about the promise of God given to 
us in this passage. 
 

1. The reasons or causes for worry and anxiety 
 

a) Making possessions and money your primary aim at life.  
 
Jesus made it clear in Matthew 6:19-21 that our treasure should not 
be where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. 
Clothes are eaten by moths and many appliances, and possessions we 
own are destroyed by rust. Jesus said our treasure should be in 
heaven. In other words, Jesus was warning us against putting our trust 
in possession or making possessions our primary aim in life. He was 
warning us against materialism. Our treasure should not be the things 
that we own, be it a cellphone, a motorcar, houses, expensive shoes 
or clothes or jewelry or all of them combined. Our treasure should be 
in heaven where God is. The reason why “making possessions and 
money your primary aim in life” causes anxiety, is because many 
people’s  treasure is their possessions and they work and get money 
and earn money just to get more expensive shoes, or cell phones or 
motorcars or houses or whatever. Many people’s focus in life is to 
accumulate more things on earth and because the desires to have 
more things are never satisfied their lives are full or anxiety and fear 
about tomorrow. Lots of possessions and money give you a sense of 



security, false security. But we will never have enough things, my 
friend! Never! If you get that smart cellphone or those grand shoes or 
that expensive motorcar, your eye will start to wander and be on the 
lookout for the next one! And we can't get more possessions unless 
we get more money isn't it? So getting more possessions and getting 
more money are inextricably connected, isn't it? Which brings me to 
the next point.  
 

b) Making possessions and money your Treasure and God.  
 
Many times the reason we want more things and more money is 
because money has become our God. That is why Jesus warns his 
disciples: you cannot serve God and Mammon. Mammon is the 
Aramaic word for money. Jesus said you will either love the one and 
hate the other, but loving both is impossible. Let us face it if your 
treasures are on earth, if you are fixated on the things of this world, if 
your mind is constantly set on earthly things and what money can buy, 
then Money has become your God. If your greatest ambition in life is 
to be rich and to live in fancy houses and to get the nicest car and 
house and clothes then Money has become your god. And if that is the 
case you will live an anxious life. Because when you have a lot of 
things, then you may start to worry about thieves who may steal the 
things that you have. As I said before, lots of money give false security. 
That is so because you may lose it even in this life, but definitely in the 
life to come. As Paul said, we can take nothing with us out if this 
world!! 
 
But it is not only rich people whose god is money and possessions. 
Poor people's god can also be money and things. You don't have to be 
rich for your god to be Money. Many poor people are also fixated on 
what money can buy. It is interesting that Jesus mentions in verse 
22,23 that the lamp of the body is the eye. And then he says if your 
eye is sound or good then your whole body will be filled with light. The 
word for "sound" in Greek can also be translated as generous. So the 
saying of Jesus could read: "the lamp of the body is the eye if your eye 



is generous your whole body will be filled with light!! And coupling 
that with the saying of Jesus:  “where your heart is there is where your 
treasure is” you see how all these verses fit together like a jigsaw 
puzzle. The generous person, whose treasure is in heaven, whose God 
is Jesus, is not fixated on what possessions he can get, but he has a 
free hand. He loves God and His people and looks how he can help 
people in need. He is the person whose whole body is full of light 
because his Treasure is God and His kingdom and he is always looking 
how he can further His kingdom and glory. An evil eye is, therefore, a 
selfish eye, an eye who is greedy for more possessions, for more 
money to be spent on himself. The sound eye is the generous eye. His 
body is full of light, and His treasure is in heaven. So greed and 
selfishness and aiming at possessions and Money as your primary goal 
in life cause anxiety and worry.  
 

c) Not trusting in the Fatherly Providence and Care of God. 
  
Jesus further said in Matthew 6 “do not be anxious about your life.” 
Three times in Matthew 6:25-34 Jesus commanded his disciples not to 
be anxious. This he said in the context of the previous texts. And He 
directed them to two examples in nature: the birds of the air and the 
lilies of the field. While Jesus gave them the remedy for their possible 
anxiety, He actually showed them what the root problem of their 
anxiety was. Their root problem of having anxiety was not trusting and 
knowing the Fatherly Care and Providence of God. Jesus said: "look at 
the birds of the air:  they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns 
yet your Father in heaven feeds them.” Yes, birds go and look for food 
to feed themselves and their young ones, but Jesus said the primary 
reason why they get food to eat is because God the Father feeds them. 
Jesus was saying to His disciples: God gives them food. God lets the 
plants and the trees grow. God gives the birds life. God gives them the 
ability to see and fly around and look for food and makes food 
available to them and because He is in such control over His creation,  
it would not be wrong to say that HE feeds them! God cares. God 
provides. God sustains. God makes food available. If we have this 



knowledge of Gods providence and care we should not worry about 
our own lives, that we would not have enough to eat and drink! So the 
solution and cure for anxiety and constant worrying about your future 
are to consider and look at the birds of the air. Look at Gods creation 
and see His providential care and control and trust in God to take care 
of you when you are in need, when you are sick and when you cannot 
provide for yourself.  
 
And then Jesus said: "Consider the lilies of the fields, they neither toil 
nor spin yet not even Solomon in all his glory was arrayed like these." 
What was Jesus saying here? King Solomon in the Old Testament had 
all his heart could desire. He probably had 100 different sets of clothes 
and kingly robes to wear, yet the lilies of the field were and are better 
clothed than he was. The lilies of the field’s beauty and "clothing" are 
natural. God made them to be straightforward and beautiful. Beauty, 
in other words, is not fixed in what money can buy, but what is given 
to you by God. Beautiful clothes are not bad, or to beautify yourself 
(concerning women) is not necessarily bad, but being clothed by God 
is far better. Peter said in one of his epistles women should not adorn 
themselves with pearls and costly array but adorn themselves by 
having a meek and quiet spirit (1 Peter 3:3,4). That is real beauty! We 
should seek to be clothed with the Righteousness of Jesus Christ. The 
fine linen of the saints, which are the righteous acts of the saints 
according to Revelation 19:8 should be our glory and beauty! 
 
So what are the solutions to worry and anxiety? 
 
The solutions therefore to some anxiety and worry are: 
a) To be aware of God's providential care for His creation! And as Jesus 
said how much more valuable are you than birds of the air and lilies of 
the field!  If God takes care of the birds and the ants and the lilies and 
the millions of animals and insects and so on, how much more will He 
not take care of His children! Believe, therefore, you of little faith, in 
God’s provision and providence and promises!! 



b) Do not make making money and having possessions your primary 
aim in life. Money is not evil in itself. To have a secular job is not 
wrong. To earn a living and make enough money for your family is wise 
and commanded in the Scriptures. “If a man does not work he shall 
not eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10). And as Paul said: “And he who stole 
should steal no more but work with his hands that he may be able to 
give to those who do not have” (Ephesians 4:28). Jesus said in the 
Gospel of Luke that we should make friends with unrighteous 
Mammon; not serve Mammon; not live for money, not have your 
treasure in things, but use money for the kingdom of God and His 
people. Use money for Gods glory. Be a steward of God's resources. 
That is what Jesus taught us in Matthew 25. We should use the talents 
and resources God has given us for His glory.  
c) Seek and aim firstly to enter and obtain the kingdom and 
righteousness of God. The cure for worry and anxiety about the future 
is to seek and make your focus in life: the kingdom of God and God's 
righteousness. To this point we now will turn: 
 

2. The solution to anxiety and worry (Seek and Aim for God) 
 
-- To seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness is what Jesus 
commanded. The Gentiles, the heathen,  first seek for their temporal 
necessities. Children of God, disciples of Christ, first seek the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness. The word for seek in Greek can also be 
translated as "aim to obtain." What I believe Jesus meant with these 
words were: make it your primary objectively and goal in life to 
receive and obtain the kingdom of God and His righteousness. We 
know that we cannot work to enter the kingdom of God. Salvation 
does not come by works; it is a gift to be received by faith (Ephesians 
2:8,9).  
--Earlier in this chapter Jesus also said to his disciples to lay up 
treasures in heaven and not on earth. I believe to lay up treasures in 
heaven and to seek the kingdom of God, and His righteousness are 
also very closely related. In this section, I will try to divide ENTERING 
into the kingdom of God and PURSUING the kingdom of God. 



Although both these concepts are important, there is a difference in 
receiving the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness first and then 
pursuing it further in your life.  
 

a) So what does it mean to receive the kingdom of God? 
 
--Firstly let's ponder the meaning and reality of the kingdom of God.  
Any kingdom has a king. The Bible says God is the King of all the earth. 
He is the King, in fact, of the Universe. So the kingdom is, therefore, 
the place where He rules. The kingdom of God is the place where 
people willingly submit to Him. It is the place where people obey Him 
and surrender to His plans and purposes and decrees. The Bible says 
of the increase of the government of Jesus Christ, there will be no end 
(Isaiah 9:6-8). Jesus Christ is the King and as the Bible says one day all 
people will bow down and confess that He is Lord and King (Philippians 
2:9-11). For some, it will be by force and unwillingly and too late. Some 
will only confess Him to be Lord when they suffer an eternity in hell. 
Although God rules now over all, all people are not willingly submitted 
to His rule. The kingdom of God is spiritually the place where Jesus 
Christ is received as Lord and King and Savior. The kingdom of God 
manifests when people repent of their sins and believe in the gospel. 
In Mark 1:15 Jesus began to say at the beginning of His ministry: 
"Repent and believe the gospel for the kingdom of God is at hand." 
--Paul gives us also a definition of the kingdom of God: “The kingdom 
of God is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 
14:17). 
--Jesus said to Nicodemus the Pharisee: Unless you are born again you 
will never enter the kingdom of God  (John 3:3-7). 
--Jesus also said that If you do not change and become like children 
you will not see the kingdom of God (Matthew 18:3). 
--Jesus also said: "Blessed are the poor in spirit for to them belong the 
kingdom of God" (Matthew 5:3). Being stripped of  self-righteousness 
is a condition to enter the kingdom of God!  
--Jesus also said: when he casts out demons by the finger of God then 
the kingdom of God has come upon you (Luke 11:20). 



--Paul said the kingdom of God is not in word but in power (1 
Corinthians 4:20). To have the kingdom of God or to enter the 
kingdom of God means to have God in your life. It means to be born 
of heaven. It means you have been reconciled to God. It means you 
have peace with God. It means you are born of the Holy Spirit. It 
means you have received the Holy Spirit into your life!  
 

b) And what does it mean to seek or receive God's righteousness? 
 
Firstly it means to be in the right relationship with God. It means to be 
right with God. It also means to be clothed in Jesus Christ's 
righteousness, Christ's perfection, Christ's sinlessness. It means to 
receive the perfect life of Jesus Christ on your behalf. Without God’s 
righteousness, we cannot enter God’s presence. It means you trust in 
God and not in yourself to be right with God. It means you trust in the 
finished work of Christ on your behalf (2 Corinthians 5:21). Jesus Christ 
obtained a perfect righteousness when He obeyed and fulfilled all the 
laws of God, the Ten Commandments and the sacrificial ordinances in 
the law of Moses. Jesus lived the only sinless life in history because He 
was God and exhibited God's righteousness and character to 
perfection and gives that to us, and makes it count as ours, when we 
believe in Him and receive Him as our Savior and Lord. To obtain or 
seek after the righteousness of God means firstly to receive that as a 
beggar from God and to praise and glorify God that He would bestow 
His Righteousness on you as a free gift (Romans 3:22-28; Romans 5:11-
21)! The righteousness of God Jesus Christ makes you qualified to 
enter heaven and the kingdom of God! Have you received it, my 
friend? Are you trusting in Christ and His righteousness alone for 
salvation? 
--Jesus also said to His disciples: “If your righteousness does not 
exceed that of the Pharisees you will never get into the kingdom of 
God” (Matthew 5:18). Firstly that statement of Jesus means that we 
must be clothed with Jesus' robe of Righteousness otherwise, we will 
never enter heaven!!  
 



c) Misconceptions: to be right with God and to be in His kingdom 
doesn't mean you don't necessarily have a secular job and make 
money for a living. The Reformation and the Bible taught us that God 
sanctifies all secular work. Paul said: “Whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do do it all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:30). 
There is no more any division between sacred and secular work. All 
work are sacred if you are a child of God. Cleaning houses, washing 
dishes and cars, mowing the lawn, doing homework and assignments, 
playing soccer, doing web administration, teaching children history, 
fixing cars and door handles, are just as sacred as full-time preaching 
and teaching the word of God.  
--Receiving the kingdom of God, Jesus Christ, and His righteousness 
also doesn't  make us lazy or slothful. On the contrary, it makes us 
diligent and fervent in spirit because we have received the Holy Spirit! 
Making the Kingdom of God and His righteousness your primary aim 
means God is your Greatest treasure, and His people are your 
treasure, not things or possessions or your occupation or anything else 
for that matter. The big question remains: Are you inside the kingdom 
of God? Are you clothed with Jesus Christ’s righteousness?  
 
3. Practical implications for aiming at and seeking first God's 
kingdom and righteousness  
 
-- Jesus said: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness 
and all else will be added unto you.” The word ‘seek’ is in the 
imperative form. It is something not only to be done once in your life 
but everyday. Everyday the kingdom of God and doing what is right 
should manifest in and through our lives. 
--Let's look now at what it means to pursue or actively seek the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.  
-- I believe it means to live in submission to the King and His authority. 
We only know what His authority is like and what He as King 
commands us and what His Kingdom principles are when we study the 
Word of God. It is by knowing and obeying the commands of God that 
we make the kingdom of God come on this earth. When you let the 



Word of God be your final authority in all of life then you are seeking 
first the kingdom of God. To seek first the kingdom of God means you 
let the Bible rule and guide your desires, plans, decisions and 
thoughts.  
--The word “righteousness” can also mean righteous acts. It is not only 
something we receive but something we do. In other words to do what 
is right and to say what is right and as some other Bible Translators 
have translated it: to live according to the will of God is what the word 
righteousness can mean as well. To first seek the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness means we should love what is right and do what is 
right at all times. 
--Matthew 5-7 actually sums up what the principles of the Kingdom of 
God are and what the righteous acts of the kingdom of God are, which 
we should pursue. 
--Matthew 6 tells us to be generous, to sacrifice and to pray,  not to 
be seen by men, but to glorify God from a heart transformed by the 
love of God. Jesus taught us in the Lord's Prayer in Matthew 6 to 
forgive other people as the Father has forgiven us. In Matthew 7 Jesus 
told His disciples not do judge or condemn people, but first to remove 
the plank and sin in their own lives before they try to help others. The 
guiding principle or Golden Rule of all of Jesus' teaching was: do unto 
others as you want others to do unto you (Matthew 7:12). You want 
people to forgive you? Forgive them. You want people to help you in 
times of trouble then help people as well who are in trouble. You want 
people to do favors for you and walk the second mile for you? Then 
be willing to do it for them as well etc.  
 
--To sum up the teaching of Jesus in a few phrases: Let go of grudges, 
unforgiveness, and bitterness. Love your enemies. Pray for them who 
persecute you. Pray for them who hate you. These things are easy to 
say but difficult to do, aren't they! Turn the other cheek. Do not repay 
evil for evil! Walk the second mile. Remain pure (Matthew 8:28-32). 
Cut of the hand and pluck out the eye metaphorically, which causes 
you to stumble. Be ruthless with sin. Don't slander people, don't call 
people fools or stupid. Do not be angry without a reason. Do 



restitution (Matthew 5:23). Give back what you have broken and 
stolen. These are the principles of the kingdom. To practice these 
Kingdom principles is what it means to seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness. 
-- It also means to point people to Jesus Christ. To bring people into 
contact with the word of God through various means! 
 
The Ten Commandments also show us what are right in Gods eyes! 
Some of them we have already touched upon in the Principles of the 
Kingdom.  
1)Negatively: you shall have no other gods besides Me.  
Positively: Treasure and worship God alone. Love God with all your 
heart and soul and strength and mind (Hallowed be your Name). 
2)Negatively: You shall not make any graven image of God above nor 
shall you bow down and worship it. 
Positively: Serve God in the Spirit and worship God as He should be 
worshiped (Hallowed be your Name). Don't presume that you got God 
all figured out. The reason we should not make images of God is 
because God is incomprehensible, yet knowable. There are mysteries 
about God. There are secret things about God. His ways are past 
finding out.  
3)Negatively: You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in vain:  
Positively: Honor and respect God’s Name. Don't claim to say "God 
says” when He has not said..." 
4) Keep the Sabbath holy. Seven days you shall work...but the seventh 
day you shall rest. Rest in God. This command presupposes that we 
should work and rest. God has given us the privilege to work and rest. 
God's will for us is not to be lazy and slothful.  
5)Honor your father and mother that it may go well with you. Honor 
older people and the authorities over you. Respect authority.  
6)You shall not murder. Preserve the sanctity of life and human beings. 
Forgive. Defend the weak and weary and vulnerable. 
7)You shall not commit adultery. Honor Gods covenant of marriage 
between one man and one woman. Remain pure until you are married 
and after you are married and when you are single (Matthew 5:28-32) 



8)You shall not steal. Respect other people's property at all times and 
do honest labor. God has given us the right to have possessions; the 
right to private ownership of property is implied by this 
commandment. 
9)You shall not bear false testimony. Speak the truth and live the truth. 
Protect other people's reputation. Hate and reject gossip and slander. 
Be honest at all times.  
10)You shall not covet your neighbor's wife....or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor. Flee idolatry and covetousness and envy. Be 
thankful and content at all times.  
 

1. The promise of God 
 
Our text says: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness 
and all these things will be added  unto you!!” (Matthew 6:33) 
If we make God, His kingdom and rule and righteousness, His Person 
and what is right our aim .... all these things God will give to you.  
Question: What things? In the context of this passage, it means food, 
clothing and enough to drink. In other words the necessities of life. To 
have enough clothes and food is to have the basic necessities in life. It 
includes what we need to survive. Paul said in 1 Timothy 6: If we have 
food and clothes, we should be content.  
 
--I do believe that the “necessities” could mean having a medical fund, 
having insurance on your car and house and having a pension fund 
because a medical fund could help you pay your necessary medical 
expenses when you have a debilitating disease or when you have been 
diagnosed with cancer.  A Pension Fund could help you have the basic 
necessities when you are old, and insurance on your car and house 
could help you retain the basic necessities when you have been in a 
bad car accident or when your house burnt down, although the people 
in Jesus' time didn't have these things. It was not necessary for them 
to have them in Jesus’ time. And if people don't have pension funds 
and medical aid's or insurance on their cars and houses they shouldn't 
feel they don't have what they need. The promise in this passage 



means that God will give you everything that you will need at each 
stage of your life when you put Him, His kingdom and His 
righteousness first. In other words, you will have enough for your 
survival.  
--This verse could mean that God wants you to go into full-time service 
for Him, to preach and to teach His word or other full-time gospel 
service in administration or some sort of community work, and live by 
faith only trusting in God for your provision. Or  it could mean that you 
have a full-time job in a secular setting and live in such a way that all 
people know that you are a child of the King of kings and that your 
Greatest Treasure is not the paycheck you receive or your money or 
your possessions, but Christ, His Kingdom and His Glory. Amen. 
 


