
 Receiving Christ Jesus for who He is 

Receiving Christ for who He is: as Savior, Lord, and Treasure of 

Righteousness 

Mark 10:17-31 

17) And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt 

before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 

18) And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 

except God alone.  

19) You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit 

adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor 

your father and mother.’”  

20) And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 

21) And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack 

one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; and come, (take up the cross NKJV) follow 

me.”  

22) Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had 

great possessions.  

23) And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult 

it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”  

24) And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them 

again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God!  

25) It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 

rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”  

26) And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who 

can be saved?”  

27) Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not 

with God. For all things are possible with God.”  

28) Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and 

followed you.”  



29) Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you; there is no one who has left house 

or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my 

sake and the gospel,  

30) who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and 

brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 

persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.  

31) But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” ( kraM  10: -71

)VSE13  

Introduction 

The great question: "Good Teacher, What must I do to inherit eternal 

life?" Why did the rich young ruler ask this question? According to 

Rabbinical history and the Talmud salvation was based on works and 

alms giving. In some circles among the Jews, it was believed that the 

more alms you gave, the better your chances were to earn God's favor 

and eternal life. Riches was also believed to be a sign of God's blessing. 

Have you ever asked yourself this question? Freddie Mercury, the rock 

star of the 1980's, wrote a song: "who wants to live forever?" just before 

he died. I remember this song distinctly because of the way Freddie 

Mercury made light of the idea of eternal life. In 1992, he died because 

of AIDS and most probably are longing to be with God in heaven! 

Well, to want eternal life depends on what quality of life, eternal life, 

would be like! Some people would say that if eternal life is like this life 

with all the suffering, sickness and pain, then I just want to be like an 

animal that perishes. But if eternal life, life after death, would mean no 

sorrow, sickness, suffering and pain, and just glory and joy and peace 

in God, who in their right mind would not want that? That is what God 

promises those who belong to Him!! (Revelation 21:1-5).  

Who wouldn't want that life, forever? 

The rich young ruler was probably sincere when he came to Jesus and 

asked this question. 

-- Jesus' reply is probably shocking! "And Jesus said to him, “Why do 

you call me good? No one is good except God alone." Many Muslims 

quote this verse to "prove" that Jesus isn't God. But if we read the 

consistent testimony of Scripture we find verses like John 1:1,14; 

Romans 9:5; John 20:28; Hebrews 1:1-10 etc. Jesus is definitely 



revealed as the Godman, God incarnate. The Word who became flesh! 

Jesus is called, Lord, multiple times in the New Testament, the same 

name used for God "Jahwe" in the Old Testament in the Septuagint 

(The Greek Translation if the Hebrew Old Testament), etc. 

-- Jesus didn't deny His Godness, but challenged the rich young rulers' 

understanding of God. By answering in this way, he was probing the 

young man to discover for Himself, who He was. Just as a teacher 

would sometimes obscure the answer to a question by not giving them 

the answer directly, even if he knows the answer. Jesus said in John 

10:30 "The Father and I are one." And in John 8 "Your father Abraham 

rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” Then the Jews said 

to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” 

Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, 

I AM.” Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself 

and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so 

passed by" ( nhoJ  8: 95-65  NKJV). Why did the Jews want to kill Jesus? 

They wanted to because He claimed to be God, "I AM"!! 

-- Back to our question? Do we have to do something to inherit eternal 

life? In all the religions of the world they teach that you have to do 

something to have eternal life, but with Jesus Christ, it works the other 

way. The Bible teaches that grace saves us not works (Ephesians 2:8,9). 

So what did Jesus say to the rich young ruler first in reply to his 

question? Mark that Jesus didn't reply "accept Me as your Personal 

Savior" or "Pray after me, kind of a thing" or "just pray this prayer"!! 

1. Jesus used the law to bring conviction of sin 

-- Jesus quoted the Ten Commandments to strip the young man of all 

his righteousness. Jesus replied: "You know the commandments: ‘Do 

not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 

witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ 

-- The law of God was designed not to save us from sin and hell and 

God, but to show the magnitude of our sin! Psalm 19:7 says: "the law 

of the law is perfect converting the soul." Romans 3:19 states: "Now 

we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the 

law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 

guilty before God" ( snamoR  3: 91  NKJV). The Bible also states: "But 



we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, knowing this: that 

the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and 

insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and 

profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 

manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for 

perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound 

doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was 

committed to my trust"( yhtomiT I  1: 11-8  NKJV). The purpose of the 

law is first to strip us of our pride and own righteousness.  

Charles Spurgeon said: "they will never accept grace until they tremble 

before a just and holy law."  

Martin Luther said: "the first duty of the gospel preacher is to declare 

God's Law and show the nature of sin."  

Romans 7:7 states: "I had not known sin, but by the law.." 

Oswald Chambers said: "Conscience is the internal perception of God's 

Moral Law." Jesus knew that the rich young ruler was a sinner, and 

therefore He quoted the law to uncover his sin. But did the young man 

budge? No! He didn't!  

-- The rich young ruler justified himself. He said: "Teacher, all these I 

have kept from my youth.” He was lying through his teeth. He may 

have had an external obedience to the law, but not an internal one. The 

law of God doesn't only deal with outwards sins, but with the heart. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5 that whoever looks at a woman with lust have 

committed adultery and in 1 John 3:15 it states that whoever hates his 

brother is a murderer. So we see that not only sinful actions are 

offensive to God, but our sinful thoughts, desires, and motives are 

sinful and offensive to God as well. 

-- Our text says: Jesus loved him. In spite of his self-righteousness Jesus 

still loved him. And Jesus loved all mankind according to John 3:16, 

though not all in the same way. 

-- Jesus then went for the jugular. He pointed to his riches as his idol. 

Covetousness was his idol. In the New Testament covetousness is 

called idolatry! (Colossians 3:5). Jesus said to him: "Go and sell all that 



you have and give to the poor." And afterward, we read that the rich 

man went away sorrowful and disheartened. 

-- Money or riches may not be your idol. But what is your idol? Sex? 

Women? Your possessions? Lies? Theft? Pornography? Your career? 

Laziness? Lying? Television? Music? What is the thing that is holding 

you back from coming to God? The rich young man thought he could 

buy his salvation from God as the Roman Catholics thought way back 

in the 16th Century. And some people still think this way. God cannot 

be bought. Eternal life doesn't have a price tag. You cannot save enough 

money in the bank and hope God will be pleased if you give it all to 

Him to win his favor!! What good work do you think you can trade for 

eternal life? 

2. Jesus' requirement for salvation 

-- Salvation is not by works. Riches cannot buy salvation. Alms cannot 

procure eternal life. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how 

difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom 

of God” (Mark 10:25,26).  

-- Eye of a "needle" could mean three things in ancient Israel. It could 

refer to a gate of Jerusalem where you enter the city. A thick rope would 

be called a camel which would never be able to go through an eye of a 

needle. Or it could mean just as it is stated. A physical camel (an 

animal) would not be able to go through the eye of a needle. Jesus 

wanted to tell his disciples that it is impossible to be saved by good 

deeds or by doing anything!! You cannot earn salvation! Ephesians 

2:8,9 "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast" 

(Ephesians 2: 9-8  NKJV). Titus 3:5-7: 'But when the kindness and the 

love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 

saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 

Spirit" ( sutiT  3: 5-4  NKJV). Romans 6:23 states: "For the wages of sin 

is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" 

( snamoR  6: 32  NKJV). Riches gives false security. Riches is deceitful. 

But riches is not necessarily evil. Abraham, Joseph, and  David were 

all rich and belonged to God. But we cannot serve God and Mammon. 



If we do have riches and lots of money, we should be godly stewards 

of it for the glory of God! Jesus said: "With man it is impossible to be 

saved, but not with God, with God all things are possible!" In short: 

God's requirement of eternal life is: having God. 

-- The gift of eternal life and salvation must be received by faith! John 

1:12: "But as many as received HIM, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, to those who believe in His name" (John 1: 21  

NKJV). To receive salvation is like receiving a big gift! Your hands 

must be empty to receive a big gift e.x. A  Microwave oven or a bicycle. 

For you to receive it, you have to let go of the things in your hands. In 

the same way, you must let go of your good deeds and bad deeds, the 

things that you trust in, to receive Jesus Christ for who He is. Your 

righteousness and your sins must be cast away! You must come with 

empty hands. Jesus must be received as He is, Lord, Savior and as our 

Treasure of Righteousness.  

-- Receiving Jesus as Lord (Submission to His Lordship) 

Receiving Jesus as Lord implies that you repent of your sins. Jesus said 

to the rich young ruler: "Sell all that you have and give to the poor." 

Receiving Christ as Lord implies coming to Jesus. To come to Jesus 

also implies future suffering. Jesus said to the rich young ruler: “Take 

up the cross." Receiving Christ also implies following after Jesus. Jesus 

said: "Follow Me" not schemes, not on your own terms, not a religious 

system, not a denomination, not a plan of salvation, not just a good 

cause, but Christ alone. The rich young ruler didn't want to submit to 

the Lordship of Christ. He was unwilling to part from his riches. He 

was unwilling to sell his earthly treasure for the heavenly one which 

was Christ. He undervalued God and overvalued his idols. He didn't 

esteem God above all else. He didn't see the worth of Christ as He 

should have. He couldn't receive Christ as Lord because he was 

unwilling to repent of his idol and submit under His authority and the 

rule of God. 

-- Receiving Jesus as the Ultimate Treasure of Righteousness" 

 Jesus said: “...and you will have treasure in heaven". If you truly repent 

of your gods, you will have treasure in heaven. Jesus stated in Matthew 

13:44-46 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 



field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it, he goes and sells 

all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one 

pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

( wehttaM  31 : 64-44  NKJV). Jesus is the pearl of great price. Jesus is the 

treasure hidden in the field. Off course, these parables don't mean you 

can buy Jesus can with money, but it is just two parables to show that 

you must value Jesus Christ above all else, you must let go of all your 

sins and valuable things to receive Him! The rich young ruler failed to 

recognize Jesus as the Greatest Treasure in the Universe. If he had, he 

would have left his riches as the other apostles left their occupations as 

Peter, Matthew and John had. We cannot fulfill the just requirements 

of the law, but Jesus did it in our place and obtained a perfect 

righteousness. He has become our "Treasure of Righteousness". 

Romans 8:3,4 states: “For what the law could not do in that it was weak 

through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the 

righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not 

walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit" (Romans 8: 4-3  

NKJV). Jesus fulfilled the law of God perfectly on our behalf. If we 

receive Him as our righteousness, we stand perfect in God's sight and 

are therefore justified in God's eyes.  

-- Receiving Jesus as Suffering Savior. 

The word Jesus means Savior. So you cannot only receive Jesus as Lord 

and Treasure of Righteousness. To receive Jesus means you receive 

Him for who He is and He came "to save his people from their sins" 

(Matthew 1:21). John 1:29 states: "Behold the Lamb who takes away 

the sin of the world". Jesus is the Savior of the world, not just Lord and 

our Treasure of Righteousness. Jesus took up the cross to die for us. 

Isaiah 53:3-5 said He was bruised for our transgressions. Jesus was 

bruised for our sins. Jesus came to reconcile us to God. Without His 

perfect death on a cross, there would be no salvation. The wrath of God 

for sin had to be absorbed. The justice of God had to be satisfied! Jesus 

had to die as our Substitute. And because Jesus was the sinless, spotless 

Lamb of God, our sins were taken away, Jesus bore our sins 2000 years 

ago on Golgotha, He paid for our sins as our substitute and reconciled 

us back to God. He conquered sin, Satan, hell and death and gives 



eternal life for whoever receives Him for who He is: Savior, Lord, and 

Treasure of Righteousness. Have you received Him as such, friend?  

-- One way to explain receiving salvation is by the analogy of a man in 

great debt. Let's say to reach heaven you need 1000 million dollars in 

the bank. Let's say that is God's requirement. In this analogy, a bad deed 

counts against you and a good deed counts for you. Let's say one bad 

deed or thought cost 10 dollars and one good deed counts 10 dollars. 

The Bible says we all are sinners incapable of doing good. In other 

words, we will never have more than 0 dollars. "There is no one 

righteous; there is no one who does good" (Romans 3:10-15). But in 

addition to that, we all are hugely indebted because of wrong 

motivation or outright sins. All people who have ever lived have a huge 

debt, let's say varying from 1 million to 1000 million dollars. We have 

this debt because each one of us have thousands of sins counting against 

us. When Jesus died on the cross he canceled our debt; He canceled our 

sins. He paid our debt. In other words, to use the analogy, you owe no 

more money. You bank account is at 0. The problem is you still need 

1000 million to get to heaven. And 1000 million is the maximum a 

person can achieve with good deeds. No one can attain to good deeds 

worth 1000 million dollars, because there is no one good, as the Bible 

teaches! That is why you need Christ's righteousness. To use the 

analogy Jesus achieved 1000 million dollars worth of good deeds. You 

need His "1000 million", his perfect life, to count as yours to get into 

heaven. Jesus lived a perfect life on your behalf, and to use the analogy 

earned "1000 million dollars" with His sinless life. When you receive 

Jesus Christ as Savior, all your debt is canceled, that is why He died! 

And if you trust in Christ, His righteousness counts as yours. God 

credits your account with 1000 million dollars by a true faith in Christ! 

In other words, by Christ's perfect life and death, you are worthy and 

qualified to enter heaven! 

3. The REWARDS of having Christ as Savior, Lord, Treasure 

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake 

and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, 

houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, 

with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life" (Mark 10:29-30).  



Let's break this down. What are the rewards of following Jesus and 

having Him in your life? 

-- A new family (millions of brothers and sisters).  

This text says: if you have Jesus you have hundreds of brothers, sisters, 

children and mothers. In fact, you have millions across the world, 

throughout history and counting, if you are born again by the Holy 

Spirit! The book of Revelation gives us the full scope of God's family: 

"And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, 

And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to 

God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 

nation, And have made us kings and priests to our God, And we shall 

reign on the earth.” Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels 

around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number 

of them was TEN THOUSANDS times TEN THOUSANDS, and 

thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb 

who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength 

and honor and glory and blessing!” ( noitaleveR  5: 21-9  NKJV). 

Revelation states: "After these things I looked, and behold, a GREAT 

MULTITUDE which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, 

peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying 

out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!” ( noitaleveR  7: 01-9  NKJV). 

-- Possessions (houses and lands) given by God, not by effort.  

This text says you will get a hundredfold of what you had. If you had a 

piece of land or a house, you would have much more. Wow! What does 

this mean? Is Jesus promising material prosperity here! Does it mean 

God is going to give you hundred houses or hundred cars for free? Or 

does it mean in God you will have a hundred and more houses and other 

things at your disposal? Listen to what 1 Corinthians 3 have to say of 

those who are in God's family. "Therefore, let no one boast in men. For 

ALL THINGS are yours: whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the 

world or life or death, or things present or things to come—ALL are 

yours. And you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s” ( snaihtniroC I  3: -12

32  NKJV). Because God is the Possessor of heaven and earth (Genesis 

14:22), and all the things on earth belong to Him (Psalm 24:1), they 



belong to you as well, because God is your Father. The earth is your 

inheritance and the heavens as well because we are God's children. 

Jesus stated: "Blessed are the meek, for they shall INHERIT the earth" 

( wehttaM  5:5 NKJV). All things belong to you, not in a physical sense 

necessarily, but definitely in a spiritual sense. All that belongs to God 

belongs to his children. It doesn't mean God is going to make you 

stinking rich; it means you are already incalculably rich in God if you 

are a Christian because you have the most precious Treasure in the 

Universe in your life! The full inheritance you will receive beyond the 

grave. 

-- Persecutions, suffering, tribulations. 

Jesus said: "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and 

say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be 

exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you" (Matthew 5: 21-11  

NKJV). And in John, it is written: "Remember the word that I said to 

you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, 

they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours 

also ( nhoJ  51 : 02  NKJV). And Paul said: “We must through many 

tribulations enter the kingdom of God” ( stcA  41 : 22  NKJV). And in 2 

Timothy 3:12 "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 

suffer persecution" ( yhtomiT II  3: 21  NKJV). These texts and there are 

many more, show us that suffering and persecution will occur if you 

are Christ's follower. It is inevitable. It is unavoidable. And it is 

necessary for our ongoing purification and sanctification as God's 

people (Hebrews 12:4-11). Suffering has the advantage of keeping us 

close to God, and making us depend on Him, and experiencing the 

comfort of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:3-6).  

-- Eternal life now (John 17:3) and in future (the age to come) 

The Scriptures teach that to know Jesus Christ is to have eternal life 

and to have the Son, one has life (John 17:3; 1 John 5:12,13). It is not 

only coming, but it starts right here and right now when you receive 

Christ as your Savior, Lord, and Treasure of righteousness.  

The big question is, do you have it? Have you received Christ as Savior, 

Lord, and Treasure? 



Paul, the apostle, stated by the inspiration if the Holy Spirit: 

"that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 

heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” 

(Romans 01 :9 NKJV). In the Roman Empire about 2000 years ago, this 

meant you should have been prepared to die for faith in Jesus Christ! 

Was Caesar Lord or Jesus? 

Let’s look at the example of the Philippian Jailer in the book of Acts: 

Paul and Silas were in prison because of their faith and as they were 

sitting there the following happened. "But at midnight Paul and Silas 

were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake so that the 

foundations of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors 

were opened, and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the 

prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing 

the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 

But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for 

we are all here.” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down 

trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought them out and said, 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” ( stcA  

61 : 13-52  NKJV) 

Notice what Paul said: "Believe on The Lord Jesus Christ, and you 

will be saved...". To be belive in Christ was what the rich young ruler 

failed to do. He wanted a comfortable Christ, a Christ on his own 

terms, not as Lord and Savior. Have you believed in Jesus Christ as 

your Lord and Savior and as your Treasure of Righteousness? If you 

have received Jesus as such, you have eternal life! 


