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 Christ-centered Messages for today 

1.1 Receiving Christ Jesus for who He is 

Receiving Christ for who He is: as Savior, Lord, and Treasure of 

Righteousness 

Mark 10:17-31 

17) And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt 

before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 

18) And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 

except God alone.  

19) You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit 

adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor 

your father and mother.’”  

20) And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 

21) And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack 

one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; and come, (take up the cross NKJV) follow 

me.”  

22) Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had 

great possessions.  

23) And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult 

it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”  

24) And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them 

again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God!  

25) It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 

rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”  

26) And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who 

can be saved?”  

27) Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not 

with God. For all things are possible with God.”  
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28) Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and 

followed you.”  

29) Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you; there is no one who has left house 

or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my 

sake and the gospel,  

30) who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and 

brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 

persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.  

31) But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” ( kraM  10: -71

)VSE13  

Introduction 

The great question: "Good Teacher, What must I do to inherit eternal 

life?" Why did the rich young ruler ask this question? According to 

Rabbinical history and the Talmud salvation was based on works and 

alms giving. In some circles among the Jews, it was believed that the 

more alms you gave, the better your chances were to earn God's favor 

and eternal life. Riches was also believed to be a sign of God's blessing. 

Have you ever asked yourself this question? Freddie Mercury, the rock 

star of the 1980's, wrote a song: "who wants to live forever?" just before 

he died. I remember this song distinctly because of the way Freddie 

Mercury made light of the idea of eternal life. In 1992, he died because 

of AIDS and most probably are longing to be with God in heaven! 

Well, to want eternal life depends on what quality of life, eternal life, 

would be like! Some people would say that if eternal life is like this life 

with all the suffering, sickness and pain, then I just want to be like an 

animal that perishes. But if eternal life, life after death, would mean no 

sorrow, sickness, suffering and pain, and just glory and joy and peace 

in God, who in their right mind would not want that? That is what God 

promises those who belong to Him!! (Revelation 21:1-5).  

Who wouldn't want that life, forever? 

The rich young ruler was probably sincere when he came to Jesus and 

asked this question. 

-- Jesus' reply is probably shocking! "And Jesus said to him, “Why do 

you call me good? No one is good except God alone." Many Muslims 
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quote this verse to "prove" that Jesus isn't God. But if we read the 

consistent testimony of Scripture we find verses like John 1:1,14; 

Romans 9:5; John 20:28; Hebrews 1:1-10 etc. Jesus is definitely 

revealed as the Godman, God incarnate. The Word who became flesh! 

Jesus is called, Lord, multiple times in the New Testament, the same 

name used for God "Jahwe" in the Old Testament in the Septuagint 

(The Greek Translation if the Hebrew Old Testament), etc. 

-- Jesus didn't deny His Godness, but challenged the rich young rulers' 

understanding of God. By answering in this way, he was probing the 

young man to discover for Himself, who He was. Just as a teacher 

would sometimes obscure the answer to a question by not giving them 

the answer directly, even if he knows the answer. Jesus said in John 

10:30 "The Father and I are one." And in John 8 "Your father Abraham 

rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” Then the Jews said 

to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” 

Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, 

I AM.” Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself 

and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so 

passed by" ( nhoJ  8: 95-65  NKJV). Why did the Jews want to kill Jesus? 

They wanted to because He claimed to be God, "I AM"!! 

-- Back to our question? Do we have to do something to inherit eternal 

life? In all the religions of the world they teach that you have to do 

something to have eternal life, but with Jesus Christ, it works the other 

way. The Bible teaches that grace saves us not works (Ephesians 2:8,9). 

So what did Jesus say to the rich young ruler first in reply to his 

question? Mark that Jesus didn't reply "accept Me as your Personal 

Savior" or "Pray after me, kind of a thing" or "just pray this prayer"!! 

1. Jesus used the law to bring conviction of sin 

-- Jesus quoted the Ten Commandments to strip the young man of all 

his righteousness. Jesus replied: "You know the commandments: ‘Do 

not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false 

witness, do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ 

-- The law of God was designed not to save us from sin and hell and 

God, but to show the magnitude of our sin! Psalm 19:7 says: "the law 

of the law is perfect converting the soul." Romans 3:19 states: "Now 
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we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the 

law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 

guilty before God" ( snamoR  3: 91  NKJV). The Bible also states: "But 

we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, knowing this: that 

the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and 

insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and 

profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 

manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for 

perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound 

doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was 

committed to my trust"( yhtomiT I  1: 11-8  NKJV). The purpose of the 

law is first to strip us of our pride and own righteousness.  

Charles Spurgeon said: "they will never accept grace until they tremble 

before a just and holy law."  

Martin Luther said: "the first duty of the gospel preacher is to declare 

God's Law and show the nature of sin."  

Romans 7:7 states: "I had not known sin, but by the law.." 

Oswald Chambers said: "Conscience is the internal perception of God's 

Moral Law." Jesus knew that the rich young ruler was a sinner, and 

therefore He quoted the law to uncover his sin. But did the young man 

budge? No! He didn't!  

-- The rich young ruler justified himself. He said: "Teacher, all these I 

have kept from my youth.” He was lying through his teeth. He may 

have had an external obedience to the law, but not an internal one. The 

law of God doesn't only deal with outwards sins, but with the heart. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5 that whoever looks at a woman with lust have 

committed adultery and in 1 John 3:15 it states that whoever hates his 

brother is a murderer. So we see that not only sinful actions are 

offensive to God, but our sinful thoughts, desires, and motives are 

sinful and offensive to God as well. 

-- Our text says: Jesus loved him. In spite of his self-righteousness Jesus 

still loved him. And Jesus loved all mankind according to John 3:16, 

though not all in the same way. 
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-- Jesus then went for the jugular. He pointed to his riches as his idol. 

Covetousness was his idol. In the New Testament covetousness is 

called idolatry! (Colossians 3:5). Jesus said to him: "Go and sell all that 

you have and give to the poor." And afterward, we read that the rich 

man went away sorrowful and disheartened. 

-- Money or riches may not be your idol. But what is your idol? Sex? 

Women? Your possessions? Lies? Theft? Pornography? Your career? 

Laziness? Lying? Television? Music? What is the thing that is holding 

you back from coming to God? The rich young man thought he could 

buy his salvation from God as the Roman Catholics thought way back 

in the 16th Century. And some people still think this way. God cannot 

be bought. Eternal life doesn't have a price tag. You cannot save enough 

money in the bank and hope God will be pleased if you give it all to 

Him to win his favor!! What good work do you think you can trade for 

eternal life? 

2. Jesus' requirement for salvation 

-- Salvation is not by works. Riches cannot buy salvation. Alms cannot 

procure eternal life. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how 

difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom 

of God” (Mark 10:25,26).  

-- Eye of a "needle" could mean three things in ancient Israel. It could 

refer to a gate of Jerusalem where you enter the city. A thick rope would 

be called a camel which would never be able to go through an eye of a 

needle. Or it could mean just as it is stated. A physical camel (an 

animal) would not be able to go through the eye of a needle. Jesus 

wanted to tell his disciples that it is impossible to be saved by good 

deeds or by doing anything!! You cannot earn salvation! Ephesians 

2:8,9 "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast" 

(Ephesians 2: 9-8  NKJV). Titus 3:5-7: 'But when the kindness and the 

love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 

saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 

Spirit" ( sutiT  3: 5-4  NKJV). Romans 6:23 states: "For the wages of sin 

is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" 
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( snamoR  6: 32  NKJV). Riches gives false security. Riches is deceitful. 

But riches is not necessarily evil. Abraham, Joseph, and David were all 

rich and belonged to God. But we cannot serve God and Mammon. If 

we do have riches and lots of money, we should be godly stewards of 

it for the glory of God! Jesus said: "With man it is impossible to be 

saved, but not with God, with God all things are possible!" In short: 

God's requirement of eternal life is: having God. 

-- The gift of eternal life and salvation must be received by faith! John 

1:12: "But as many as received HIM, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, to those who believe in His name" (John 1: 21  

NKJV). To receive salvation is like receiving a big gift! Your hands 

must be empty to receive a big gift e.x. a Microwave oven or a bicycle. 

For you to receive it, you have to let go of the things in your hands. In 

the same way, you must let go of your good deeds and bad deeds, the 

things that you trust in, to receive Jesus Christ for who He is. Your 

righteousness and your sins must be cast away! You must come with 

empty hands. Jesus must be received as He is, Lord, Savior and as our 

Treasure of Righteousness.  

-- Receiving Jesus as Lord (Submission to His Lordship) 

Receiving Jesus as Lord implies that you repent of your sins. Jesus said 

to the rich young ruler: "Sell all that you have and give to the poor." 

Receiving Christ as Lord implies coming to Jesus. To come to Jesus 

also implies future suffering. Jesus said to the rich young ruler: “Take 

up the cross." Receiving Christ also implies following after Jesus. Jesus 

said: "Follow Me" not schemes, not on your own terms, not a religious 

system, not a denomination, not a plan of salvation, not just a good 

cause, but Christ alone. The rich young ruler didn't want to submit to 

the Lordship of Christ. He was unwilling to part from his riches. He 

was unwilling to sell his earthly treasure for the heavenly one which 

was Christ. He undervalued God and overvalued his idols. He didn't 

esteem God above all else. He didn't see the worth of Christ as He 

should have. He couldn't receive Christ as Lord because he was 

unwilling to repent of his idol and submit under His authority and the 

rule of God. 

-- Receiving Jesus as the Ultimate Treasure of Righteousness" 
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 Jesus said: “...and you will have treasure in heaven". If you truly repent 

of your gods, you will have treasure in heaven. Jesus stated in Matthew 

13:44-46 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 

field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it, he goes and sells 

all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one 

pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

( wehttaM  31 : 64-44  NKJV). Jesus is the pearl of great price. Jesus is the 

treasure hidden in the field. Off course, these parables don't mean you 

can buy Jesus can with money, but it is just two parables to show that 

you must value Jesus Christ above all else, you must let go of all your 

sins and valuable things to receive Him! The rich young ruler failed to 

recognize Jesus as the Greatest Treasure in the Universe. If he had, he 

would have left his riches as the other apostles left their occupations as 

Peter, Matthew and John had. We cannot fulfill the just requirements 

of the law, but Jesus did it in our place and obtained a perfect 

righteousness. He has become our "Treasure of Righteousness". 

Romans 8:3,4 states: “For what the law could not do in that it was weak 

through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the 

righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not 

walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit" (Romans 8: 4-3  

NKJV). Jesus fulfilled the law of God perfectly on our behalf. If we 

receive Him as our righteousness, we stand perfect in God's sight and 

are therefore justified in God's eyes.  

-- Receiving Jesus as Suffering Savior. 

The word Jesus means Savior. So you cannot only receive Jesus as Lord 

and Treasure of Righteousness. To receive Jesus means you receive 

Him for who He is and He came "to save his people from their sins" 

(Matthew 1:21). John 1:29 states: "Behold the Lamb who takes away 

the sin of the world". Jesus is the Savior of the world, not just Lord and 

our Treasure of Righteousness. Jesus took up the cross to die for us. 

Isaiah 53:3-5 said He was bruised for our transgressions. Jesus was 

bruised for our sins. Jesus came to reconcile us to God. Without His 

perfect death on a cross, there would be no salvation. The wrath of God 

for sin had to be absorbed. The justice of God had to be satisfied! Jesus 

had to die as our Substitute. And because Jesus was the sinless, spotless 
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Lamb of God, our sins were taken away, Jesus bore our sins 2000 years 

ago on Golgotha, and He paid for our sins as our substitute and 

reconciled us back to God. He conquered sin, Satan, hell and death and 

gives eternal life for whoever receives Him for who He is: Savior, Lord, 

and Treasure of Righteousness. Have you received Him as such, friend?  

-- One way to explain receiving salvation is by the analogy of a man in 

great debt. Let's say to reach heaven you need 1000 million dollars in 

the bank. Let's say that is God's requirement. In this analogy, a bad deed 

counts against you and a good deed counts for you. Let's say one bad 

deed or thought cost 10 dollars and one good deed counts 10 dollars. 

The Bible says we all are sinners incapable of doing good. In other 

words, we will never have more than 0 dollars. "There is no one 

righteous; there is no one who does good" (Romans 3:10-15). But in 

addition to that, we all are hugely indebted because of wrong 

motivation or outright sins. All people who have ever lived have a huge 

debt, let's say varying from 1 million to 1000 million dollars. We have 

this debt because each one of us have thousands of sins counting against 

us. When Jesus died on the cross he canceled our debt; He canceled our 

sins. He paid our debt. In other words, to use the analogy, you owe no 

more money. You bank account is at 0. The problem is you still need 

1000 million to get to heaven. And 1000 million is the maximum a 

person can achieve with good deeds. No one can attain to good deeds 

worth 1000 million dollars, because there is no one good, as the Bible 

teaches! That is why you need Christ's righteousness. To use the 

analogy Jesus achieved 1000 million dollars’ worth of good deeds. You 

need His "1000 million", his perfect life, to count as yours to get into 

heaven. Jesus lived a perfect life on your behalf, and to use the analogy 

earned "1000 million dollars" with His sinless life. When you receive 

Jesus Christ as Savior, all your debt is canceled, that is why He died! 

And if you trust in Christ, His righteousness counts as yours. God 

credits your account with 1000 million dollars by a true faith in Christ! 

In other words, by Christ's perfect life and death, you are worthy and 

qualified to enter heaven! 

3. The REWARDS of having Christ as Savior, Lord, Treasure 

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake 
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and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, 

houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, 

with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life" (Mark 10:29-30).  

Let's break this down. What are the rewards of following Jesus and 

having Him in your life? 

-- A new family (millions of brothers and sisters).  

This text says: if you have Jesus you have hundreds of brothers, sisters, 

children and mothers. In fact, you have millions across the world, 

throughout history and counting, if you are born again by the Holy 

Spirit! The book of Revelation gives us the full scope of God's family: 

"And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, 

And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to 

God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 

nation, And have made us kings and priests to our God, And we shall 

reign on the earth.” Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels 

around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number 

of them was TEN THOUSANDS times TEN THOUSANDS, and 

thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb 

who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength 

and honor and glory and blessing!” ( noitaleveR  5: 21-9  NKJV). 

Revelation states: "After these things I looked, and behold, a GREAT 

MULTITUDE which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, 

peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying 

out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!” ( noitaleveR  7: 01-9  NKJV). 

-- Possessions (houses and lands) given by God, not by effort.  

This text says you will get a hundredfold of what you had. If you had a 

piece of land or a house, you would have much more. Wow! What does 

this mean? Is Jesus promising material prosperity here! Does it mean 

God is going to give you hundred houses or hundred cars for free? Or 

does it mean in God you will have a hundred and more houses and other 

things at your disposal? Listen to what 1 Corinthians 3 have to say of 

those who are in God's family. "Therefore, let no one boast in men. For 

ALL THINGS are yours: whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the 

world or life or death, or things present or things to come—ALL are 
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yours. And you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s” ( snaihtniroC I  3: -12

32  NKJV). Because God is the Possessor of heaven and earth (Genesis 

14:22), and all the things on earth belong to Him (Psalm 24:1), they 

belong to you as well, because God is your Father. The earth is your 

inheritance and the heavens as well because we are God's children. 

Jesus stated: "Blessed are the meek, for they shall INHERIT the earth" 

( wehttaM  5:5 NKJV). All things belong to you, not in a physical sense 

necessarily, but definitely in a spiritual sense. All that belongs to God 

belongs to his children. It doesn't mean God is going to make you 

stinking rich; it means you are already incalculably rich in God if you 

are a Christian because you have the most precious Treasure in the 

Universe in your life! The full inheritance you will receive beyond the 

grave. 

-- Persecutions, suffering, tribulations. 

Jesus said: "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and 

say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be 

exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you" (Matthew 5: 21-11  

NKJV). And in John, it is written: "Remember the word that I said to 

you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, 

they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours 

also ( nhoJ  51 : 02  NKJV). And Paul said: “We must through many 

tribulations enter the kingdom of God” ( stcA  41 : 22  NKJV). And in 2 

Timothy 3:12 "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 

suffer persecution" ( yhtomiT II  3: 21  NKJV). These texts and there are 

many more, show us that suffering and persecution will occur if you 

are Christ's follower. It is inevitable. It is unavoidable. And it is 

necessary for our ongoing purification and sanctification as God's 

people (Hebrews 12:4-11). Suffering has the advantage of keeping us 

close to God, and making us depend on Him, and experiencing the 

comfort of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:3-6). 

-- Eternal life now (John 17:3) and in future (the age to come) 

The Scriptures teach that to know Jesus Christ is to have eternal life 

and to have the Son, one has life (John 17:3; 1 John 5:12,13). It is not 

only coming, but it starts right here and right now when you receive 

Christ as your Savior, Lord, and Treasure of righteousness.  
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The big question is, do you have it? Have you received Christ as Savior, 

Lord, and Treasure? 

Paul, the apostle, stated by the inspiration if the Holy Spirit: 

"that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 

heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” 

(Romans 01 :9 NKJV). In the Roman Empire about 2000 years ago, this 

meant you should have been prepared to die for faith in Jesus Christ! 

Was Caesar Lord or Jesus? 

Let’s look at the example of the Philippian Jailer in the book of Acts: 

Paul and Silas were in prison because of their faith and as they were 

sitting there the following happened. "But at midnight Paul and Silas 

were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake so that the 

foundations of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors 

were opened, and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the 

prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing 

the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 

But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for 

we are all here.” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down 

trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought them out and said, 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” ( stcA  

61 : 13-52  NKJV) 

Notice what Paul said: "Believe on The Lord Jesus Christ, and you will 

be saved...". To be belive in Christ was what the rich young ruler failed 

to do. He wanted a comfortable Christ, a Christ on his own terms, not 

as Lord and Savior. Have you believed in Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior and as your Treasure of Righteousness? If you have received 

Jesus as such, you have eternal life!  
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2.2 The Narrow Door 

Three of the most shocking statements Jesus Christ ever made and one 

helpful thing. 

Luke 13:22-30 

And He (Jesus) went through the cities and villages, teaching, and 

journeying toward Jerusalem. Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there 

few who are saved?” And He said to them, “Strive to enter through the 

narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be 

able. When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, 

and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, 

Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know 

you, where you are from,’ then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank 

in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ But He will say, ‘I tell 

you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you 

workers of iniquity.’ There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when 

you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 

kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. They will come from the 

east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the 

kingdom of God. And indeed there are last who will be first, and there 

are first who will be last.” (Luke 13:22-30 NKJV) 

Introduction 

Are you inside or outside the house and kingdom of God? In this 

passage, we find three of the most shocking statements Jesus Christ 

ever said and one helpful one. They are actually all helpful to those who 

have an ear to hear. 

Context: The people Jesus spoke to in this parable were the people of 

Israel, especially the leaders and Scribes of the nation Israel. It was the 

people that went to the synoguages and the temple and who knew the 

law of Moses and who knew the oracles of God. The words were 

addressed primarily to the Israelites, the people who saw themselves as 

God's people. What is shocking in the words of Jesus is that God would 

reject the majority of the people who viewed themselves as God's 

people and that people from across the world, "from the east, west, 

north and south" would gain access to God's kingdom and house. They 

(the Israelites) would be thrust out, but the Gentiles would be accepted. 
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But Jesus' words applies to us who know the words of God as well. So 

don't think that these words only applied to the Israelites a few centuries 

ago. It applies to all people who are familiar with the words of the Bible 

but do not have a vibrant, real, loving relationship with God and Jesus 

Christ. So let's look at the three shocking things that Jesus said. 

1) First: "many will seek to enter in at the narrow gate and will 

not be able". 

Who are the many people that will not be able to enter the kingdom of 

God? Is it you? Do you find yourself today outside the kingdom of 

God? Outside God's house? 

-- Those who do not enter do not realize Jesus Christ is the narrow door. 

Only through Jesus Christ may we enter the kingdom of God. "Jesus 

said: I am the way, the truth and the life no one comes to the Father but 

through Me" (John 14:6). 

-- Jesus also said: "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be 

saved, and will go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:9 NKJV). 

-- Those who don't enter attempt to enter by good works, by their own 

righteousness, e.g. the Pharisees. The Bible says our righteousness are 

like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). Paul, the apostle, said the following of the 

Jews of his day: “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 

Israel is that they may be saved. For I bear them witness that they have 

a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant 

of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. For 

Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” 

( snamoR  01 : 4-1  NKJV). If we only sinned once and never again we 

would have a flawed or imperfect righteousness. But Jesus' 

righteousness is perfect. That is why we need Him. He never sinned (2 

Corinthians 5:21). We need to be clothed with His perfection. 

-- Those who attempt to enter the house of God who will be rejected 

attempt to pay or bribe their way into heaven. You cannot by giving 

tithes and offerings earn a place in heaven! You cannot buy your way 

into heaven! Perish such a thought! You cannot buy salvation! Heaven 

cannot be earned or bought. It is a gift to be received by faith (Ephesians 

2:8-10).  
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-- Those who attempt to enter whom God will reject, don't realize that 

they need Jesus Christ's righteousness and atoning sacrifice at the cross 

to enter in. We need Jesus' righteousness accounted to us and His 

perfect substitutionary death to stand blameless and justified in God's 

sight. That is the core of the gospel of Jesus Christ! As Paul said under 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: “not by works of righteousness which 

we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the 

washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit” ( sutiT  3:5 

NKJV). 

-- Those who will not enter still hang onto their sins (the door is 

contracted). Unless you repent of your sins, you shall likewise perish 

(Luke 13:1). It's  either "Jesus your everything" or "Jesus your nothing". 

Jesus Christ will have no rivals in your life! Jesus is your Savior and 

Lord, or He isn't. 

-- Those who won't enter have no godly sorrow (agony) over sins 

committed against God. Biblical repentance includes having godly 

sorrow over sins (2 Corinthians 7:10; Isaiah 57:15; Psalm 34:18). 

2) Second: "I do not know you where you are from." 

-- People who don't make it to heaven didn't know God personally, and 

there was no loving relationship with Him. God wants to be your 

Father, not only your spare wheel when you need Him. Jesus isn’t only 

your ticket out of hell. Jesus is not a slot machine where all the blessings 

from of heaven will flow! 1 Corinthians 8:3 says: “He who love God is 

known by Him.” Without communion with God, without a love 

relationship with God, there is no salvation. God gives His Holy Spirit 

to those who receive Him for the Treasure that He is!  

-- Those who don't enter the house of God maybe went to church, they 

may have said short prayers, but there was no intimacy with God. They 

will say: "You taught in our streets" and “we drank and ate in your 

presence." In other words, those people who don't enter will be familiar 

with Jesus and the things He said, but there is no saving relationship. 

They knew Christ and His church by association but not from the heart. 

Familiarity with Jesus and the church doesn't affect salvation. 

-- Those who don't enter knew the words of God, but there was 

something lacking. They probably heard many sermons. They heard 
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people teach from the Bible, but there was no loving relationship with 

God. No Father -son, Father- daughter relationship. They were not born 

of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know 

them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall 

never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand” (John 

01 : 82-72  NKJV). Also in the Second letter to Timothy Paul said: 

“Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: 

“The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names 

the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” ( yhtomiT II  2: 91  NKJV). 

-- Those who don't enter never belonged to God. Jesus said: “Not 

everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will 

say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 

name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 

from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ ( wehttaM  7: 32-12  NKJV). 

Intimacy with God is essential with God. Without it, there is no 

salvation. It is the true mark of a real Christian.  

3) Third: "Depart from me you workers of iniquity." 

-- These will be the most shocking words in eternity for anyone to hear. 

Just imagine when you die, and you stand before God, and He says to 

you "depart from Me." May this not be true of you! Imagine your 

Creator and Savior says these words to you when you die. This warning 

should alarm us. The fate of unbelievers on judgment day will be 

horrific. 

-- Jesus said there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. In other 

words: extreme pain will be the fate of unbelievers. Everlasting 

punishment, eternal despair, and eternal torment is the horrific end of 

those who rejected God (Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:43-48).  

-- Why will He say this: "worker of iniquity"? What do these words 

mean: It means that some people make a practice of sinning. There is a 

difference between sinning and making a practice of sinning. Those 

who have embraced their sins as a part of their personalities are making 

a practice of sinning. Those who have set themselves in a way that is 

not good are making a practice of sinning. Those who united 
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themselves to their sins are workers of iniquity. Those whose glory is 

in their shame are workers of iniquity (Philippians 3:18,19). Those who 

boast about their sin are workers of iniquity. 

-- No idolaters, adulterers, liars, thieves, homosexuals, extortions, 

sexually immoral, cowards, sorcerers and proud people will enter the 

kingdom of heaven (Revelation 21:8; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10). May God 

have mercy on you that God would not say these words unto you on 

judgment day! 

4) The helpful saying of Jesus: "strive to enter the narrow gate."  

-- Those who confess their sins and have godly sorrow over sins, repent 

of it and trust in the only Savior and King Jesus Christ will be saved 

(Mark 1:15; Isaiah 57:15; 1 John 1:9; Romans 10:9-13). 

-- The word "Strive" in Greek is translated as "agonitzomai". It can be 

translated: to Fight or to be in a battle or to compete in a race. Although 

salvation is a gift to be received, the life of a Christian is a battle till the 

day you die and can be compared to a marathon race to be finished 

(Hebrews 12:1,2; Ephesians 6:12-18). By the grace of God and the 

power of the Holy Spirit, that which God has started in the believer He 

will finish (Philippians 1:6; John 10:27-30). But being in this life is a 

constant struggle. There will be suffering and agony because of sin and 

evil (Matthew 16:24-25). Paul commanded us: “Fight the good fight of 

faith!” (1 Timothy 6:12).  

-- Leave your bad and good deeds behind and go through the narrow 

door. You won't be able to go in the kingdom of God unless you forsake 

the evil things you trust in. Jesus is the door. Receive Him for who He 

is: as Your Savior, Lord, and Treasure of Righteousness (John 1:12). 

As said before: You cannot bribe or pay your way into heaven (Psalm 

49:6-8). You cannot work or deserve your way to heaven (Ephesians 

2:8,9; Titus 3:4-7).  

-- You need Jesus Christ. His blood paid for your sins on the cross on 

Calvary 2000 years ago, and His righteousness was accounted to you a 

true faith and because of that, you stand pure and holy before God. You 

need Jesus Christ. His life and death to count on your behalf!  
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Proverbs 14:12 says: "there is a way that seems right unto a man, but 

the end of it is the way of death." Don't be deceived: Morality won't get 

you into heaven! There are many moral people who will go to hell. The 

Pharisees and Scribes of Jesus’ day were condemned to hell, because 

they trusted in their own righteousness. You need to be clothed with 

perfection! With Jesus’ righteousness! Remember God gives His grace 

to the humble. The proud and self-righteous are excluded from the 

kingdom as the Pharisees were in Jesus' day. 

The story is told of a man who had a large farm and had a problem with 

monkeys destroying his crops. So he decided to catch them. What he 

would do is to put berries in a bottle with a big bottom and a small head. 

The monkeys would come and see and smell the berries. Then they 

would put their hands into the bottle or container and grab the berries 

at the bottom. When the monkey puts his hand in and closes his hand 

over the berries he wouldn't be able to get his hand out. If only the 

monkey releases the berries, he will be able to take his hand out. But 

his fist then gets stuck and because of his greed, the hunter would catch 

the monkeys while their hands are stuck in the container. Sin is like 

that. If we hold on to it, it will be our end. But if we let go of it and turn 

to God it will lead to our salvation. 

Jesus said that people will come from the east and the west from the 

north and the south and sit down in the kingdom of God. Jesus is not 

only for the Caucasians. Jesus is not a Messiah only for the Jews. Jesus 

came for all the nations of the earth. He has people across the globe. 

That is the point He was making to the disciples. They will come from 

the east and the west. Today we see that there are more Christians in 

China than in Europe! More Christians in Africa and Asia than ever 

before! Since Jesus ascended into heaven people, have been storming 

to enter the kingdom of God, and God has been gathering His elect 

from across the globe, from every tribe and tongue and ethnic group! 

Have you caught the vision of Jesus Christ, my friend? Have you 

realized that Jesus came to save sinners from all ethnic groups? He is a 

Global Messiah! He is the Savior of the World. Every knee will bow, 

and every tongue will confess that He is Lord to the glory of the Father! 

Last question: Are you inside or outside of the house and kingdom 

of God? Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and 

Lord? And does God know you?  
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1.3 Two ways 

Two ways: are you blessed or cursed? Are you like a tree that bears 

fruit of like chaff that the wind drives away? 

Introduction:  

What would you say if I tell you that if you do something (one thing) 

for the rest of your life, whatever you do shall prosper? If you do this 

one thing, everything you do will be a success. Would you want to 

know what that thing is? If you are struggling with your studies, in your 

workplace, or in your family or a cultural activity, doing this one thing 

will help you. What if I tell you that if you do this one thing for the rest 

of your life, you will be spiritually prosperous! I'm not saying you won't 

go through difficult times, or that you will not have hard times or that 

you will necessarily become rich or not go through suffering, 

persecution and sickness. What I am saying is that the Bible gives us a 

promise. God gives us a promise. If we do this one thing, God promises 

you that you will be ETERNALLY prosperous. You will have eternal 

success! Want to know about it? You will have godly joy and peace, 

God's love and God in your life if you do this one thing! Let's read 

Psalm 1 and find out what this thing is. 

Psalm 1 

1) Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 

stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

2) But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law, he meditates 

day and night.  

3) He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water; That brings 

forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and 

WHATEVER he does shall prosper. 

4) The ungodly are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind drives 

away.  

5) Therefore, the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners 

in the congregation of the righteous.  

6) For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 

ungodly shall perish. (Psalms 1:1-6 NKJV) 
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We see in this Psalm that two kinds of people are mentioned. They are 

quite different from one another. There are the godly or righteous and 

the ungodly and sinners. The way of the sinners and the way of the 

godly are contrasted. They are completely different, and they end up at 

two different destinations. 

So let's look at the two ways and the two kinds of people. 

1. Levels of progression of the ungodly into sin. 

Sinners don't always dive into sin. There are levels of involvement into 

sin. Or we can call them levels of progression into sin. Some 

involvement in sin has more devastating effects on your immediate life. 

But all sin has devastating effects on your relationship with God.  

--First level: Exposure to sin and sinful ideas. "They (the ungodly) 

walk in the counsel of the ungodly." 

-- First, the ungodly are exposed to the stories of the wicked. They 

expose themselves to bad reports, sinful acts, drug abuse, premarital 

and extramarital sex, abortion, cheekiness and disrespect towards older 

people, vandalism, theft, murder, pornography, ungodly music and 

philosophies and the list goes on. The ungodly’s  interest in godlessness 

becomes greater. We usually get exposed to sin by just living in the 

world. Many times our exposure to sin comes through friends or a 

family member. The godly also gets exposure to sin, but his reaction to 

it differs from the ungodly's reaction. 

--Second level: considering sin. The ungodly consider doing those 

acts themselves: "they stand in the path of the ungodly." They associate 

with sinners. They become friends with sinners. Intimate friends. "They 

need more excitement in their life.” They feel they need to spice up 

their lives a bit. Life is too boring for them. They wonder if this sinful 

behavior or that one wouldn't bring them more happiness or greater 

pleasure or/and success and fulfillment. They consider doing these acts. 

They plan to do it. "The birds start to make a nest on their heads."  

Although the godly could also fall into the trap of considering sin, he 

usually ends considering to do sin, by taking heed to God's warnings 

and considers the result of sin as well and walks away from entering 

into the sin. 
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-- Third level: participation. Thirdly the ungodly practice the sins. 

"They sit in the seat of the mockers." They participate in these sins. 

They have extramarital sex. They indulge in pornography. They smoke 

dagga. They do drugs. They get drunk. They enjoy their sinful life. 

They disrespect their parents. They vandalize property. They steal. 

They rape and murder. They deceive people, and they are being 

deceived. They are one of them. They are ungodly. Their sin ensnares 

them. They don't plan to stop their sinful life. They look forward to the 

next time they can give themselves over to wickedness. They have set 

themselves in a way that is not right (Psalm 36:1-3) What is evil they 

don't abhor. Their glory is in their shame (Philippians 3:17,19). 

-- The results of the life of the ungodly: verse 4 "they are like the chaff 

which the wind drives away." Chaff is very light. Chaff has no weight. 

It flutters endlessly around in the wind. The ungodly are not stable. 

They flutter around. They have no meaningful function. They have no 

weight. In other words. They come to nothing. They have no use. They 

are spiritually useless in this world. Like salt that has lost its flavor. The 

lights have gone out. Darkness surrounds them. They know not what 

way they are going. Hate, fear, greed, lust, depression, and 

hopelessness characterizes their lives. 

-- You will find these people on the streets. You find them in and out 

of Drug Rehabs. They are drug-addicts. They are those who have STI's 

(Sexually Transmitted Infections.) There are over 50 today. They have 

Herpes. Aids. They are Washouts. Their future looks dim. Some are 

brain dead because of drugs. Many have mental disorders because they 

were involved in a lifestyle of sin and drug abuse. Many have destroyed 

their marriages. Broken hearts are common among them. Unwanted 

pregnancies are abundant among them. Abortions, killing of your own 

flesh you get among them. Even many rich and successful people, in 

the world’s eyes, are united to their sin. Money has become their god. 

Some people have expensive cars and houses, but they have sold 

themselves to sin and Satan and sinful pleasure. For some sinners, it 

may look like that they have everything their hearts can desire, like 

atheistic professors, but they will not go far unless they repent and turn 

to God. 
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-- God says: "the way of the ungodly WILL perish" verse 6. The way 

of the ungodly is cursed. They are disobedient children. Children of 

wrath (Ephesians 2:1-3). Children of the devil. 

-- The way of the ungodly results in everlasting punishment. (Matthew 

25:46). Death will feed on them.  

Note: not all people who participated in the way of the ungodly will 

suffer in hell. To that point, we will turn now. There is still time to get 

off this road. If this way characterizes your life and you want off, there 

is still hope. 

2. Blessed are the way of the godly. 

-- The blessed man (the truly happy man) does not expose himself 

unnecessarily to the wicked talk and counsel of the ungodly. He doesn't 

fill his life with ungodly talk. He may hear the talk; he may read about 

what they do, but he doesn't live by it, nor does he imitate the ungodly's 

lifestyle. He hates what evil people do (Romans 12:9). He abhors evil. 

-- He doesn't consider doing sin as a way of life. He may consider doing 

sin, but the fear of God in his life, makes his to turn from the snares of 

death. He remembers the sting of sin, and he remembers how his 

previous sin grieved God, and he doesn't want to offend God again. He 

doesn't "stand in the way of sinners". He doesn't have intimate friends 

in the world. The ungodly aren't his big buddies. He has God's 

perspective on life. The godly are his intimate friends. 

-- And he doesn't participate in a lifestyle of sin. He doesn't "sit in the 

seat of mockers". The godly cannot have true joy in a lifestyle of sin. If 

the godly sins, he feels depressed. He wants to have fellowship with 

God. He has a growing hatred for all kinds of sin. He cannot tolerate 

the evil, wicked talk of sinners. Bad jokes, gossip, deception and 

idolatry he doesn't tolerate, etc. The godly are progressively changed 

into the image of Jesus Christ. 

-- "but his delight is in the law and word of God". His delight is in the 

Ten Commandments. He loves the righteous standards of the law of 

God. He loves the Bible. He wants to read it; he is happy with it like a 

man who finds a great treasure. Like someone who finds $50 million 

dollars or a private jet. He is like a soccer player who wins the Soccer 
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World Cup. The Bible is more precious to him than the World Cup 

trophy is, for a soccer team, or the Wimbledon Trophy is for a tennis 

player. His joy has no bounds. He doesn't only read the Bible; he 

delights in it. Psalm 19 is true of his life: 

"The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul;  

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;  

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;  

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;  

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;  

The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  

More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; 

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.  

Moreover, by them, Your servant is warned,  

And in keeping them, there is great reward" ( smlasP  91 : 11-7  NKJV). 

-- “He meditates on the word day and night”. Like a boy or girl sucking 

on a lollipop. The more he sucks on it, the more the flavor comes out. 

He doesn't skim through the Bible. He ponders over it. He not only 

hears the word of God, but he applies the word to his life. He sees Jesus 

Christ in the Bible. He sees his sin and has sorrow over it (Psalm 34:18). 

He realizes that his sin was responsible for Jesus' death (Isaiah 53:5). 

He repents of his sin because he knows what an offense his sin is to 

God. He realizes that God is holy and just and holds him accountable 

for every sin. He sees the judgment coming, and He pleads for mercy. 

He cries out to God for forgiveness. He knows he stands guilty before 

God for all his sins, and he knows that he should be condemned because 

of them (Romans 6:23; Romans 2:16; Ecclesiastes 12:14). But then He 

discovers Jesus Christ and rejoices over John 3:16 and John 1:12 and 

Romans 6:23. That God would forgive a sinner as himself. He cries out 

to God for mercy (Luke 18:9-14) and finds God. He sees Jesus Christ 

and believes that He died for his sins as his substitute (2 Corinthians 

5:21) and he trusts in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. He believes in 

God! 
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-- The result of this man is: "He is like a tree planted by the waters." He 

grows because of the water he receives. He receives the Holy Spirit, 

which connects him to God. His sins are all forgiven by the blood 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ (1 John 1:7-9). He receives eternal life as a gift 

(Romans 6:23). He is overjoyed by Gods grace and mercy! He wants 

to live for God. His priorities change. His dreams change. His 

perspective on life changes. 

-- "his leaves never withers" Other people benefit from his life. When 

a leaf is green, it means photosynthesis takes place. Carbon dioxide is 

absorbed, and oxygen is released. Without photosynthesis, there will 

be no life on earth. So is the godly and Christian. They are the ones 

who make this sin infested world a good place. They make the world a 

better place, not because of themselves but because the Holy Spirit lives 

in them. God lives in them. They have lasting joy and peace with God 

in believing (Romans 15:13). They are the salt of the earth. They are 

the light of this world (Matthew 5:13-16).  

-- "they bear fruit in their season". Other people benefit from their life. 

They bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). People are 

happy to be around them. They love God and people. People feel 

refreshed in their presence. 

-- "whatever they do shall prosper" verse 4. What an amazing promise. 

Have you taken this promise to heart dear friend? God gives you the 

way to spiritual happiness and prosperity. 

-- Meditate on the word of God day and night! Delight in, and obey his 

word. Believe it. Rejoice in it. Make it the foundation on which you 

build your life on and it will go well with you.  

Jesus Christ said something similar  in Matthew 7:24-27: “Therefore, 

whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him 

to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, 

the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did 

not fall, for it was founded on the rock. “But everyone who hears these 

sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who 

built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was 

its fall.” ( wehttaM  7: 72-42  NKJV). When you plant the word of God 
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in your life and when it takes root and grow in your life everything you 

do in the future will prosper because God will be with you. 

-- Do not think of material prosperity. Think of spiritual prosperity. 

Eternal life. God and His love within you are true prosperity! (Romans 

5:5) To have forgiveness of sins and deliverance from sinful behavior 

is the true riches (Ephesians 1:7). 

The story is told of the women and college graduate: "Welcome to the 

Aids Club"  

-- It's based on a true story: A man in France finished his studies at a 

University. He studied engineering and decided to go to a nightclub or 

bar to celebrate the completion of his degree. So at the club, he had 

something to drink, and while he was sitting there, he saw a beautiful 

woman. After a while, he introduced himself, and they started chatting. 

A while after that they decided to go to a Hotel to enjoy themselves. 

They spent the night together and in the morning the student woke up 

to find out that the woman was gone. She left him alone. So he went to 

the bathroom to see on the mirror something written in big letters, in 

red lipstick. It read: WELCOME TO THE AIDSCLUB! YOU ARE 

ALSO NOW A MEMBER! This real life occurance is a shocking story 

to illustrate the devastation the way of the ungodly will take you! 

So which path and way are you taking?  

Are you blessed?  

Or are you cursed?  

Are you like the tree planted by rivers of water or are you like chaff 

that the wind drives away?  

-- Which picture describes your life the best? The one of the tree planted 

by the water or the chaff that the wind drives away. 
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1.4 Believe and obey like Abraham did! 

God tested, provided and blessed Abraham. Abraham believed God 

and obeyed Him. 

Believe in God's provision in Jesus Christ and obey the gospel and 

inherit the blessings of God. 

Genesis 22:1-20 

Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and 

said to him,“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “Take 

now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 

of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the 

mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the 

morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with 

him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and 

arose and went to the place of which God had told him. Then on the 

third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. And 

Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad 

and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.” So 

Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac, his 

son, and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife and the two of them 

went together. But Isaac spoke to Abraham, his father and said, “My 

father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the 

fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” And 

Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a 

burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. Then they came to 

the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there 

and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him 

on the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched out his hand and 

took the knife to slay his son. But the Angel of the Lord called to him 

from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” 

And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; 

for now I know that you fear God since you have not withheld your 

son, your only son, from Me.” Then Abraham lifted his eyes and 

looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. 

So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt-

offering instead of his son. And Abraham called the name of the place, 

The- Lord -Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the 
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Lord it shall be provided.” Then the Angel of the Lord called to 

Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: “By Myself I have 

sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not 

withheld your son, your only son — blessing I will bless you, and 

multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven 

and as the sand which is on the seashore, and your descendants shall 

possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the 

earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” So 

Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together 

to Beersheba, and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba (Genesis 22:1-19 

NKJV). 

-- Context:  

God promised Abraham in Genesis 12 and 15 that through his seed all 

the nations and families of the world will be blessed. God promised a 

child to Abraham. It is written in Genesis 12, “Now the Lord had said 

to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your family and from your 

father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great 

nation; I will bless you and make your name great, And you shall be a 

blessing. I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who 

curses you, And in you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

(Genesis 12:1-3 NKJV) 

And in Genesis 15 it is written: "After these things the word of the Lord 

came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your 

shield, your exceedingly great reward.” But Abram said, “Lord God, 

what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house 

is Eliezer of Damascus?” Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me 

no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!” And behold, the 

word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, 

but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.” Then 

He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count 

the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall 

your descendants be.” And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted 

it to him for righteousness. Then He said to him, “I am the Lord, who 

brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit 

it” (Genesis 15:1-7 NKJV). 
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-- When Abraham was 100 years old, and his wife Sarah was 90 they 

got a child called Isaac. The fulfillment of the promise God made to 

Abraham was accomplished through Isaac. 

Then God came to Abraham and tested him. 

1. God tested Abraham, and He tests us. 

God said to Abraham: “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom 

you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-

offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 

-- God tested Abraham’s faith in Himself, in His character, in His word, 

and in His promise. Was God going to fulfill His promises? Was God 

going to come through for Abraham and do what He promised? 

-- God tested Abraham’s faith in His power. The New Testament says 

that Abraham believed that if Isaac would die that he would be raised 

from the dead. It is written in Hebrews 11, "By faith Abraham, when 

he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 

offered up his only-begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your 

seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, 

even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative 

sense."(Hebrews 11:17-19 NKJV) 

-- God tested Abrahams love in Himself. God knew that Abraham loved 

Isaac. God tested Abraham to see if He would give up that which was 

most dear to him. God wanted to see if Abraham loved him more than 

his own son, even though Isaac was the son of promise. 

-- God also tests us in manifold ways to see if we love Him and if we 

would obey Him. God allows temptation to come our way. Temptations 

to commit sexual sin. Temptations to disobey our parents and teachers. 

Temptations to disobey civil authority in line with what God 

commands. Temptations to do drugs and abuse alcohol. Temptations to 

serve other gods than the God of the Bible. Temptations to worship the 

forefathers. Just as God tested Abraham so, God tests us to see if we 

really love and trust Him. God tests us to see if we really believe in the 

promises of the Bible.  

--Psalm 11 says: "The Lord is in His holy temple, The Lord’s throne is 

in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men. The Lord 
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tests the righteous, but the wicked and the one who loves violence His 

soul hates” (Psalms 11:4, 5 NKJV). 

2. Abraham believed God and obeyed Him. 

-- Abraham didn't hesitate to obey God. The text says that after God 

had spoken to him, "he rose up early in the morning" this implies that 

God either spoke to him the previous night or afternoon or earlier that 

morning. So Abraham didn't delay in obeying God. He didn't have a 

week of fasting or prayer or a week to consider. Abraham obeyed God 

without wavering. How different when we know God wants us to do 

something. We contemplate, we pray for days and so on. I’m not saying 

that it is wrong to make sure God is leading us in a certain direction. 

But when we know God is leading us somewhere we should not hesitate 

to obey Him. 

-- Abraham believed that God would provide a ram for the offering. 

When Isaac asked Abraham where the offering was to sacrifice 

Abraham said unflinchingly: "My son, God will provide for Himself 

the lamb for a burnt offering.” Abraham was confident that God would 

provide. Abraham believed in God and His promises (His promises 

were given earlier to Abraham as recorded in Genesis 12,15) and 

therefore He obeyed. If Abraham didn't have the promise of God, he 

probably wouldn't have been so bold to obey and make the sacrifice. 

But he believed that God would do as He promised (that through Isaac 

all the nations will be blessed) and that made Him obey. Abraham had 

faith in the Truthfulness of who God was and in His word. He believed 

that God would do as He said He would do.  

-- Abraham’s obedience to God was a result of the faith he had in Him. 

And that faith was based on the revelation of God earlier in His life. 

God already promised that He would bless him and that his descendants 

will be like the sand on the seashore and like the stars in heaven earlier 

in his life (Genesis 12;15). 

3. God provided a ram and blessed Abraham. 

"And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 

But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” And He said, “Do not 

lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that 
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you fear God since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 

Me” (Genesis 22). 

-- God saw that Abraham feared Him after Abraham was ready to kill 

Isaac. Abraham passed the test. God saw that He believed in Him. God 

saw that Abraham believed in His word, in His promise. God saw that 

He loved Him more than his son. God saw that Abraham had faith in 

Him to raise Isaac from the dead (Hebrews 11:17-19 NKJV). 

-- God provided a substitute prefiguring Christ's sacrifice. The sacrifice 

God provided was a ram. God provided a substitute.  

--  God promised to bless Abraham because of his faith and obedience. 

Hebrews 11:6 "without faith it is impossible to please God. For he who 

comes to God must believe that God is and that He is a rewarder of 

those who diligently seek Him". 

As God said earlier in his life (Genesis 15) because Abraham believed 

"his faith was counted as righteousness.”  His obedience was the fruit 

of his unwavering faith in God. True faith, saving faith always results 

in obedience to God. If that doesn't happen your faith is dead. This is 

what the letter of James reveals:  "Thus also faith by itself if it does not 

have works, is dead. But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith 

without works is dead? (James 2:17, 20 NKJV) 

4. God provided a Lam for us in Christ. God blesses those who 

believe and obey Him. 

Abraham said: “In the Mount of the Lord, it shall be provided,” 

-- On the same mount Moriah it is said was Golgotha. Commentators 

of the Bible say that the place where Abraham sacrificed the ram is the 

same place where Jesus Christ was crucified. We are not sure if this is 

true. Nevertheless, Genesis 22 prefigures the atoning sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ. 

-- God sent His only Son Jesus Christ, whom He loved, to be sacrificed 

for us to redeem us from sin, Satan, the flesh (self) and everlasting 

punishment (God’s wrath; John 3:16; Romans 5:8). God provided a 

perfect offering, a sinless offering 2000 years ago (Hebrews 7:25-27). 

God provided a Lamb to take away the sins of the world (John 1:29). 

God sent Jesus Christ to this earth to be the penalty for sin. God gave 

His only begotten Son, the Son that He loved, just as Abraham gave us 
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the son that he loved (Isaac). Isaac couldn't atone for our sins, because 

he was a sinner (Romans 3:23) but out of Abrahams seed, the Messiah 

was born, and He possessed the gates of Satan. He conquered Him at 

the cross and made an open spectacle of him (Colossians 2:10). The 

Bible says: “having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 

against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the 

way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities and 

powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in 

it” (Colossians 2:14, 15 NKJV). Jesus conquered sin and offers 

salvation to all those who would believe in Him and obey the gospel. 

The Bible also says that God will: "..... in flaming fire taking vengeance 

on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with 

everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the 

glory of His power” (II Thessalonians 1:8, 9 NKJV). The gospel must 

be obeyed. 

-- Through Abraham’s Seed the Christ was born, and all who are united 

to Him by faith will be blessed for all eternity. Jesus Christ was a direct 

descendant of Abraham. This truth is clear from the genealogy in the 

Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 1:1-16). 

-- God will bless us with salvation and the gift of the Holy Spirit when 

we put our faith in His Son, His provision for our sins, and our 

obedience to God will be the evidence of our faith in Him. God 

provided a Lamb for us as Abraham said to Isaac "My son, God will 

provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” Galatians 3 says: 

just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.” Therefore know that only those who are of faith are 

sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify 

the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, 

saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” So then those who are 

of faith are blessed with believing Abraham” (Galatians 3:6-9). 

"Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a 

curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 

tree”), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in 

Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
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faith” (Galatians 3:13,14). All the ethnic groups in the world other than 

the Jews, are the Gentiles Paul was writing about. 

It is written about the people of God in the New Testament: "There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 

male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are 

Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 

promise” (Galatians 3:28, 29 NKJV). 

All who obey the gospel and believe in Jesus Christ as God's perfect 

provision to atone for all their sins receive the Promise of God, the Holy 

Spirit and all the subsequent blessings that follow. All who put their 

trust in Jesus Christ are heirs of Abraham and of the blessings God 

promised to Him. In Christ Jesus, we inherit the blessings of eternal life 

and the new heavens and the new earth where righteousness will dwell. 

By faith in Christ, we are the sons and daughters of Abraham and God. 

If we believe in the Promise of heaven and obey the gospel depicted in 

Jesus Christ, we will inherit the new heavens and the new earth where 

there will be no more pain, death, sickness, suffering and sin 

(Revelation 21:3,4). 

Believe therefore in the Provision God made through Jesus Christ and 

the promises through Christ and you will be blessed and be like a star 

that shines for all eternity (Daniel 12:2-3). 
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1.5 How do I know and do the will of God? 

"I urge you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 

that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:1, 2 

NKJV). 

Introduction 

When it comes to the will of God people who have studied the Bible, 

have discovered that there are two wills of God or that there are 

different dimensions or facets to the will of God. Some Bible scholars 

have spoken of the revealed will of God and the secret will of God or 

the Sovereign will of God and the moral will of God, or God’s will of 

decree and God’s will of command, or God’s efficient will and God’s 

permissive will. Or to bring it down to our level, there are certain things 

that God wants to see happen in people’s lives (His moral will or will 

of command) and those things that actually happen (God’s sovereign 

will or God’s will of decree). Many things remain a mystery to us finite, 

fallible, limited and ignorant human beings. There are things that are 

hidden to us (God’s secret will) but God has revealed to us sufficient 

things in the Bible (His revealed will) and has commanded us to do 

things (His moral will, or God’s will of command) and to believe His 

promises (His revealed will) to help us towards salvation and living a 

holy, God-fearing life. So today we are going to look at God’s revealed 

will in Scripture and His will of command or His moral will. God’s 

Sovereign will or God’s will of decree and His efficient and permissive 

will we will look at another time as God gives us the grace to do so. In 

other words, there are some things that we can't understand about the 

will of God and that we can't accomplish. Some things are not our 

responsibility. God is ruling His Universe in righteousness, justice, 

mercy and wisdom and there are many things we as human beings have 

no control over. But as our text said, God wants His people to prove 

and test His good, acceptable and perfect will. To find out these we 

now turn to a few passages of Scripture.  
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Firstly we are going to look at the consequences of not doing God’s 

moral will and will of command. In other words: are we in danger if we 

don't obey God’s commands?  

1. Consequences of not living in God's will 

-- “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven" (Matthew 

7:21 NKJV). Those who don't do the will of God, miss the kingdom of 

God. 

--"For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the 

world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of 

God abides forever” (I John 2:16, 17 NKJV). Those who don't do the 

will of God miss eternal life. 

-- "And He (Jesus) stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, 

“Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of 

My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother” (Matthew 

12:49, 50 NKJV). Those who don't do the will of God miss God's 

family.  

-"Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness (to live 

according to God's will) delivers from death” (Proverbs 11:4 NKJV). 

Those who don't do the will of God will suffer eternal punishment. 

--" Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 

that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 

corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap 

everlasting life” (Galatians 6:7, 8 NKJV).  Those who don't do the will 

of God will reap eternal corruption. 

2. What should be our motive to live in God's will? 

-- Our motive to do the will of God should not be to earn salvation and 

eternal life. We don’t receive salvation by our own works (Ephesians 

2:8,9). Salvation is a gift of God. People are saved by the sovereign 

grace and will of God alone. 

--The fear of God should motivate us. "And do not fear those who kill 

the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to 

destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28 NKJV) certainly, 

but... 
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-- The mercies of God should motivate us. The Greek word used in this 

passage is "oyktermos". It is closely related to God's love and who He 

is. God revealed Himself in the following way in Exodus, "And the 

Lord passed before him (Moses) and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord 

God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abounding in goodness 

and truth" (Exodus 34:6 NKJV). God is a merciful God and wants 

people to stand in a saving relationship with Him. 

-- The redemptive work of Jesus Christ described in Romans 1-11, 

should be our motive for doing His will. God left His throne and 

became one of us so that we may receive eternal life in Christ Jesus. 

We were dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1-3), but Christ, and 

the Holy Spirit made believers alive through Jesus Christ's perfect life 

and finished work on the cross. 

-- God chose believers, effectually called believers, justified believers 

and reconciled believers through the righteousness, substitutionary 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ and His resurrection from the dead (Romans 

8:29-30). These realities should be our motive to do God’s will! 

-- When we repent of our sins and receive Jesus Christ in our lives, 

when we believe in Him and his substitutionary sacrifice for our sins 

on Golgotha 2000 years ago we receive the Holy Spirit and eternal life. 

And that is the main reason why we should want to do His will.  

-- As Paul said: “Therefore ... I urge you... Present your bodies.” 

3. What must I do to live in His will? 

- Offer your body as a holy and living sacrifice to God. That is worship! 

"The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the 

prayer of the upright is His delight" (Proverbs 15:8 NKJV). Offering 

your body is not an action that is to be done once off, but every day. It 

is supposed to be a living sacrifice. 

-- "Do not be conformed to this world” This command means we 

should not participate in the sinful activities of the world. Drunkenness, 

orgies, sexual sins like fornication, pornography, adultery, gossiping, 

stealing, envy, lying, idolatry, worshipping the ancestors, praying to the 

ancestors, etc. should not be part of a Christian’s lifestyle. 
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-- "But be transformed by the renewing of your mind". Transformation 

happens when we study the Bible and commit ourselves to God in 

prayer.  

The Bible also says: "he who does not work should not eat." We can, 

therefore, conclude that it is God's will for everyone to work and make 

a living.  

The Bible says: "Submit unto the authority and pay tax to whom tax is 

due" (Romans 13).  

The Bible says: "Flee sexual immorality"; “humble yourself before 

God"; "Honor your parents"; “forgive one another as I forgave you" 

and the list goes on. All that is necessary for our salvation and living a 

godly life in the will of God is revealed in the Bible. Read it. Obey it. 

 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing 

and in everything give thanks to God for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus." So to always rejoice, be prayerful and thankful is always the 

will of God. 

-- "For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should 

abstain from sexual immorality" (I Thessalonians 4:3 NKJV). 

-- "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 

slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should 

perish but that all should come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:9 NKJV). Our 

salvation is the will of God. 

-- In Matthew 16:24 Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to 

come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 

Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for My sake will find it” (Matthew 16:24, 25 NKJV). To deny 

ourselves and to endure suffering is the will of God. 

-- Jesus said: "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 

creature" (Mark 16:15). And Paul said: "Put on the full Armor of 

God...the feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace" 

Ephesians 6:15. To be a witness for God and share the glorious gospel 

is the will of God. 

-- Romans 12:9-21 tells us emphatically what the will of God is:  
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“Let love be without hypocrisy. 

 Abhor what is evil. 

 Cling to what is good. 

 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor 

giving preference to one another;  

Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 

 Rejoicing in hope, 

 Patient in tribulation, 

 Continuing steadfastly in prayer; 

 Distributing to the needs of the saints, 

 Given to hospitality. 

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 

 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high 

things, but associate with the humble. 

 Do not be wise in your own opinion. 

 Repay no one evil for evil. 

 Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as 

much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 

 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for 

it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.  

Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him 

a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not 

be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” ( snamoR  21 : 12-9  

NKJV). 

--as you read and obey the will of God in the Bible it will result in a 

metamorphoses taking place through God. As you give yourself more 

and more to the Holy Spirit you will become more and more like Jesus 

and bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit. And this glorifies God.  
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-- In John 15:8 Jesus said: "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 

much fruit; so you will be My disciples” (John 15:8 NKJV). 

-- Bearing the fruit of the Holy Spirit is the will of God! 

--e.g. God wants to transform us as a worm changes into a butterfly 

over time. Spiritually this is what should happen in your life. A worm’s 

perspective is limited, but a butterfly can fly around and see the world 

from different places. A butterfly looks different and is beautiful. Many 

are very colorful. So God wants to change us from the inside out so that 

He may be glorified. 

-- But doing the will of God doesn't only mean we should reflect the 

image of God, but it means we should also make many specific God -

honoring decisions that are appointed by God. The Bible says about 

believers: "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 

them" (Ephesians 2:10 NKJV). 

-- "Being" is important, but we should also do things! 

-- After you have offered your body as a continual living sacrifice to 

God and after you renewed your mind by the word of God you will be 

able to test the will of God. Everything about the will of God isn't 

known automatically, but it should be proven, tested and investigated. 

The word for test in Romans 12:2 is the word “Dokimadso" in Greek  

and means to investigate. The process to know God’s specific will in 

many situations in life can be compared to an investigator at a crime 

scene. How does an investigator solve a murder or robbery? He looks 

at the crime scene for clues that will lead to evidence about the crime 

committed. He spends hours and days and weeks looking at the 

evidence in order to catch the criminal. So we should also spend hours, 

days and weeks on end and investigate and test Gods will. What is 

obvious in the word of God should be obeyed. His good and acceptable 

and perfect will as regarding specific choices like whom to marry, 

where to live and what occupation to pursue will unfold in our lives as 

we search the Scriptures and obey God in what He revealed to us. 

4. What is the price and reward of doing God's will? 

- The price is: give yourself as a living sacrifice. That means death to 

self.  Denying of the self is part and parcel of being a follower of Jesus 
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Christ (Matthew 16:24). To say no to the self. To say no to sinful 

desires. The price of doing the will of God is to take up your cross daily. 

Every day. That means we should be prepared to suffer for the sake of 

Christ. Look at the life of Paul, his suffering and the difficulties, and 

hardships he had to endure (Romans 8:31-39). Paul said that the 

Christians in the first century were counted as sheep to be slaughtered, 

they were dying all day long. (Romans 8:36). But they persevered in 

the midst of tribulations and suffering for the sake of Jesus Christ. Look 

at David Livingstone and all the hardships he had to endure in paving 

a way for Christ in Africa. He was mauled by a lion, sick with fever 

and malaria, exposed to heat and so on for the gospel of Jesus Christ 

for decades. But by his work and the work of his successors the slave 

trade in East Africa was abolished. 

-- The prize or reward for doing the will of God is: "He that does the 

will of God remains forever" (1 John 2:17).  In other words: Eternal life 

is the reward of doing the will of God. Or to put it differently: Doing 

the will of God is the evidence of being inhabited by the Holy Spirit. 

Doing the will of God is the evidence of being under the control of the 

Holy Spirit and having eternal life. 

-- To know God better is also the reward of doing the will of God. In 

John 17:3 it is written: “this is eternal life that you may know God and 

Jesus Christ whom you sent." 

 Friend, are you living according to the good, acceptable and perfect 

will of God?  

Are you obeying His revealed will in the Scriptures?  

Are you submitting under His moral law?  

Have you given your body as a living sacrifice to God?  

Have you turned from conforming to the pattern of the world?  

Have you renewed your mind by meditating on Scripture?  

If these things are realities in your life and if you are born again by the 

Holy Spirit you will come to know the good, acceptable and perfect 

will of God and God will be your Guide and Shepherd forever in Christ! 
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1.6 The Reason for Christmas 

Theme: The reason and purpose of Christmas: "Christ in you, the hope 

of glory". 

What is the best present anybody can give you? A new house, a new 

car, a toy, a new iPhone, a beautiful wife if you don't have one, obedient 

children or good friends, a big pension fund, satellite television, a house 

at the beach at Clifton? Or to be there for a person? Friendship? 

What is the best gift God can give us? God for us? God with us? Or 

God in us? His friendship? You might say all of them: God for, with 

and in us! 

-- That God can be for, with and in us is what Christmas is all about. 

-- God became a human being 2000 years ago, He lived a perfect, 

sinless life, paid the highest price, gave His life, gave His blood on a 

cross on Golgotha to remove God's wrath against sin, satisfy His 

justice, to provide forgiveness of sins, SO THAT God could give us 

Himself, the Holy Spirit within us!  

-- At Christmas we celebrate the fact that Jesus Christ became a baby 

in Bethlehem 2000 years ago. But God didn't just become a baby for 

no reason. He became a baby to save us from our sins (Matthew 1:21) 

and to defeat the power of death and Satan. But that isn't the only reason 

He came. Jesus became a human being to die for us, yes! He came to 

conquer Satan and death. Yes! But there is more. 

-- The Good news of Jesus Christ is not good UNLESS God makes His 

home within you!! You can know all the facts of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, but unless God ACTUALLY comes and live inside of you, you 

have missed the whole point of the gospel of God! Unless you 

experience the abiding reality of Christ within you, Christmas would 

be just a waste of time. Do not rest until this reality has broken through 

in your life like the sun dispels the darkness at sunrise!  

-- God in us! He is the hope of glory to come! 

Our Text: Colossians 1:24-29 

24) I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what 

is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is 

the church,  
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25) Of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from 

God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 

26) The mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 

generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.  

27) To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory 

of this mystery among the (nations) Gentiles: which is Christ in you, 

the hope of glory.  

28) Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all 

wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  

29) To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which 

works in me mightily (Colossians 1:24-29 NKJV). 

1) Verse 24. Paul was willing to give his life, to suffer for the sake of 

God so that people can experience the reality of "God within us." Not 

only that, he rejoiced over the fact that he could suffer these things so 

that people could experience this reality.  Read 2 Corinthians 11:22-29. 

Paul didn't experience 39 lashes on his back, on five occasions, by a 

whip for nothing! Paul was willing to suffer for the sake of the body of 

Christ, who is the church. Why are some people willing to suffer for 

the sake of the church, but others are not willing? May it be because 

some understand what is at stake, and others don't? Eternal destinies 

are at stake. The gospel is a matter of life and death. Paul and the early 

church knew they weren't suffering for a fable or some fairytale. Paul 

was laying down his life for the God of the Universe and the coming of 

His kingdom on earth. He was laying down his life for the mystery of 

God. 

2) Verse 26) The Scripture tells us that this is a mystery that has been 

hidden for millenniums and centuries from the human race. And it is 

still hidden for millions of people 2000 years after it has been revealed. 

The 10/40 Window is an area that stretches from the 10th latitudinal 

degree (line) north of the equator to the 40th degree north across Africa, 

the Middle East, and Asia. This area has the biggest concentration of 

unreached people groups in the world. There are millions of people who 

live in this area who have never heard the true gospel of Jesus Christ. 

When I lived in Thailand four years ago I was teaching English at a 

school. One of my fellow teachers, an Englishman, asked me one day 
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to come for a braai at his house. I went and discovered that he was 

married to a Thai woman. As I talked to them, I realized that this 

woman didn't know the gospel. I took the opportunity to explain it to 

her. As I came to the point that "Christ wants to live inside of you" it 

shocked her. She never realized that God wants to have a relationship 

with her and that He wants to live inside of her. She was flabbergasted! 

I gave her a New Testament after some time and left it at that. And she 

is one of the millions of people who have never heard the true gospel!  

3) Verse 26. This mystery has only been revealed to the saints (God’s 

people). "but now has been revealed to the saints". Jesus Christ's 

redemption was sufficient to cover the world's sins, but it doesn't 

become "real" for all people. Why? Like John 3:19 says: "the people 

loved darkness (their sins, lust, greed, blasphemy, murder, adultery, 

lies, thefts, idolatry, etc.) rather than the light." 

4) Verse 27. This mystery is meant for all the nations (Gentiles), for all 

the languages and ethnic groups of the world. No ethnic group is 

excluded. The glorious gospel is meant for the Sotho's, Zulu's, English,  

Pedi’s, Chinese, etc., etc. But it is not only meant for all the ethnic 

groups of the world, but it will become a reality for all! In Revelation 

5:9 it is written,"And they (God's people) sang a new song, saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; For You were 

slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe 

and tongue and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9 NKJV). No nation 

(ethnic group) will be excluded". At the end of history, people from all 

ages and ethnic groups will stand before God's throne and worship 

Him.  

5) Verse 27. The reality of "God within us", is the riches of God's glory. 

When we look at the variety of birds and insects and plants and animals 

and fish and the number of stars and their glory, we know something 

of the glory of God. As the psalmist said: “The heavens declare the 

glory of God" (Psalm 19:1). But when we come to the reality of "God 

within us" we reach the pinnacle, the peak of God's glory. The glory of 

God becomes real already now in believers’ lives. The riches of Gods 

glory is not only something that will come after we die, if we belong to 

Christ, but it is already here! With Christ's first coming, it was "God 

with us" Immanuel, but now it is here within those who believe in 
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Christ through the Holy Spirit. The reality of Christ within us is the 

riches of the glory of God. When God comes to take out the stony heart 

and gives you a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26,27), when you are born 

again, born from heaven, born of the Holy Spirit, when you repent of 

our sins and receive forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ, THEN 

only does the reality break through! When we put our faith in Jesus 

Christ as our ONLY Savior and Lord, and as our Righteousness, our 

Substitute and Sin-Bearer and Victor over Death, THEN "God within 

us" becomes real. 

6) The mystery of "God within us" has not yet become a complete 

reality. Verse 27. "Christ within" is the "hope of glory." The best is yet 

to come! Like Ephesians 1:13 says: "The Holy Spirit within the 

children of God is our guarantee or first payment of the fullness we will 

experience in heaven. The Holy Spirit within the believer is the first 

deposit of the fullness to come when Jesus returns or when we die 

before that time. Suffering, sickness, decay and death are still tragic 

realities we face in this world because of the fall of mankind in Eden. 

But we are hoping for something better and greater when God will wipe 

away all the tears from our eyes. We are hoping for a country where 

there will be no more sickness, death, and suffering. 

7) Verse 24. The church of God reaches the fullness or completion of 

the Holy Spirit through suffering for the Name of Christ. The union 

with the Holy Spirit we receive by grace as Ephesians 2:8,9 says. But 

look at Paul's life and his exhortation to the church in Acts 14:22 

"through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God". This 

verse is meant for the whole church. To go through the tribulations, we 

should count as a privilege. It is not something we can bypass as 

Christians. We all will go through it. If anyone teaches that God just 

wants to prosper and bless you without the mention of suffering, that 

person doesn't know the New Testament. That is not the gospel Paul 

preached. As Paul says in Philippians 1:29, "on behalf of Christ it has 

been granted to you not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer for 

His sake."  

8) This reality of "God within us" is a reality that is worthy to give your 

life for, as Paul did. And it is a reality for which you should accept 

suffering with joy (verse 24). In other words, it is a reality for which 
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you should gladly give your life for and tell people about this mystery, 

that "God became one of us", " that God was tempted in the flesh like 

us", "that Christ fulfilled all the righteousness of the law for us", "that 

Christ Suffered on the cross on behalf of us", "that Christ made an open 

spectacle of principalities and powers on the cross for us", "that Christ 

rose from the dead for us", SO THAT we can be united with God and 

so that "God can make His home within us". It is a worthy cause indeed! 

God calls us to live and die for this reality. This reality is so wonderful 

that it would be impossible to waste our time, talents and money on. 

Let’s give ourselves and our resources to make this reality real in other 

people’s lives! 

The true story is told of a missionary and his family that went to live in 

India in a rural village a few decades ago. After a while, the people of 

the village was fed up with him, his family and their message of 

salvation. They summoned the whole family before the inhabitants of 

the village. The man in charge (senior official) said to the missionary: 

"Deny Jesus Christ or I will kill your child!" So the missionary thought 

about it and said: "I will not deny Jesus." So the senior official took his 

child and killed him in front of them all. Just a moment later the 

missionary started to sing: "I have decided to follow Jesus, I have 

decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning 

back, praise The Lord, no turning back." Then the senior official said: 

"Deny Jesus Christ or I will kill your other child as well!" The 

missionary refused. So the official took his other child and killed her as 

well. Then moments later the missionary started to sing: "you take the 

whole world, but give me Jesus, you take the whole world, but give me 

Jesus, you take the whole world, but give me Jesus, no turning back, 

praise The Lord, no turning back." So then the official took the 

missionary's wife and said: "deny Jesus Christ, or I will kill her as 

well!" So the missionary said: "never will I deny Jesus!" So the official 

took his wife and killed her as well. So just after that, the missionary 

continued to sing: "though no one joins me, still I will follow, though 

no one joins me, still I will follow, though no one joins me, still I will 

follow. No turning back, praise The Lord. No turning back!" So the 

official came to the man and said: "deny Jesus Christ or I will kill you 

as well!" The missionary refused, and there and then, the missionary 

was also killed. This story relates the origin of the song we so love to 
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sing! According to my source, many in the village repented of their sins 

and came to Christ because of the missionary and his family's testimony 

and afterward they wrote down the lyrics of this song and distributed 

it. That's how we know the song. Question: Why was the missionary 

willing to give his life and the lives of his family for the sake of Jesus 

Christ? Was it not because he wanted them to experience "Christ 

within" and for them to know salvation in Christ? 

Bottie Bothma is a 93-year-old woman who lives in Kempton Park. She 

sells biscuits and with the profit she buys Bibles for distribution. She 

made R28 000 a few years ago! Question: why is Bottie Bothma doing 

this? For fun? For relaxation? No, I believe she does it because she 

discovered the glory of "Christ within" and she wants people across the 

world to experience this reality as well when they read the Bible! 

Listen to this excerpt from John Piper: 

 "If God is to love you, what must He give you? He must give you what 

is best for you. And the best thing in the universe is God. And if He 

were to give you wealth, health, the best job, the best spouse and the 

best success in any realm and yet withhold Himself, then, in the end, 

He would amount to hating you".  

-- Christmas is about God becoming a human being to remove all 

hindrances and obstacles: your sin, your guilt, your condemnation, the 

power of death and Satan, so that you can be ONE with Him, 

Reconciled to Him. And to make this reality real in your life cost Him, 

His life, His own blood. If Christ lives in you, you never become God. 

You remain a human being, with limited abilities. You never become a 

god. You remain you, but with God in you! That is why the Bible says 

that the redeemed worship God and Christ for eternity and not 

themselves!  -- The mystery is revealed! Go and make it known! 

Last question: Have you grasped and experienced the reason for the 

season? The reason and purpose for Christmas? Has God come to make 

His home within you? Has your Creator made you His dwelling place? 

Is God living inside you? Because if He has not you missed the goal, 

purpose and reason for Christmas. But if you have experienced this; 

you have the privilege and obligation to proclaim and tell others about 

it! God became a baby to become Christ in us! 
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1.7 The Angelic Message 

The Significance of the Angelic Message: “In Bethlehem was born the 

Savior, Christ The Lord!" 

Luke 2:8-20 

And in the same region, there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 

in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 

with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the 

baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the 

saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard 

it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all 

these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

Introduction 
The Nativity story is filled with angelic appearances. In Matthew, we 

find the account where an angel appeared to Joseph, the fiancé of Mary 

about the birth of Jesus. In Luke chapter 1 and 2 we find that Gabriel 

appeared to Mary and Elizabeth about Jesus and afterward that God 

revealed to Simeon that he would not die before he had seen the 

Messiah. And now we see that angels appeared to Shepherds in the 

field. Angelic visitations is not a common thing. We can be certain that 

the message that they gave was of great importance and significance. 

1. The significance of the recipients of the message 
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-- They were shepherds, men of the field. Have you ever thought why 

God decided to announce the birth of the Messiah to the shepherds of 

the field? Why did He not decide to announce it to King Herod or some 

high ranked Pharisee or the High Priest or a philosopher of some sort? 

Why choose shepherds, ordinary people? Shepherds were of the lower 

class of society. They were insignificant, but that is why it is so 

significant why God chose them to reveal the birth of His Son too. God 

has the way of choosing the weak things of the world, the foolish 

things, the base things to shame the wise, doesn't He? (1 Corinthians 

1:25-30). Listen to what is written in James 2:5 "Listen, my beloved 

brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich 

in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who 

love him? (James 2:5 ESV)" 

-- When Jesus was ministering in Israel he once declared to His 

disciples: “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have 

hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them 

to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will (Matthew 

11:25, 26 ESV)". Also at another time he declared: and said, “Truly, I 

say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child 

is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:3, 4 ESV)". Isn't 

that interesting! That Shepherds of all people would be the first to know 

about the birth of Jesus excluding Mary and Joseph.  

-- God reveals Himself to the ordinary and significant. The Shepherds 

were ordinary people in contrast to the wise men of the east that also 

came to Jesus as recorded in Matthew 2. You may object to the fact that 

God favors the insignificant to be His own and say: what about Paul 

the great intellectual? Or Luke the clever Physician? Or Matthew, the 

tax collector? They must have had some status in society, not? 

True, God has people among all ranks and levels of society, but it is 

very clear that God's focus is on the humble and poor and insignificant. 

Jesus said: "It is easier for a rich man to enter heaven that for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle" (Mark 10:25). God chose to reveal 

Himself to the shepherds for a reason. I believe that because He wanted 

to make sure that the people believed that God is there for all the people 

and even for the most insignificant in society.  
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-- It's true that God won't exclude a person who comes in repentance 

and faith to Him just because he or she is rich or important in society. 

But God wanted to make it clear. You don't have to have a degree at a 

University or be a CEO of a company to gain access to God. God chose 

ordinary fisherman to be his disciples and spread his word. God came 

for all sinners alike, but not for the self-righteous and those who think 

they don't need God. God resists the proud, but He gives grace to the 

humble (James 4:7,8). "Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 

whoever humbles himself will be exalted” (Matthew 23:12 ESV). True, 

the wise men from the East saw the star coming up and went to worship 

Jesus as well; God doesn't exclude the wise, but the proud He does. 

2. The significance of the content of the message 

-- The message of the angels meant that there was good news of great 

joy for ALL the people. When the angel said "I bring you good news 

of great joy" it meant something like "the greatest news that you've ever 

heard!" Good news is translated: "Evangelion" in Greek. The gospel 

should make people full of joy; great joy! The message the shepherds 

received would be the best news they have ever heard and probably that 

they would never forget! Imagine an angel appeared to you in the 

middle of the night with a message! 

-- The significance of this message is that as the angel said: it would be 

for ALL people. Let's look at this phrase: "Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people". You might 

argue that the angel meant it was for the Jews only, the Israelites, the 

people of God. Not for you. The message wasn't great because it was 

meant for them only. It was "great" because it was meant for all the 

people that God would gather to Himself (John 12:51,52). If we read 

the consistent testimony of the Old and New Testament, we see that the 

Messiah was not only to be born for the Jews but for all the peoples of 

the earth. He was born for all the nations and ethnic groups of the earth. 

In Chapter 2:29-32 of Luke we read what Simeon said when he saw the 

Messiah: "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you 

have prepared in the presence of ALL peoples, a light for revelation to 

the GENTILES and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32 

ESV).  
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-- Also at the end of the gospel of Luke 24:48 we hear the Commission 

of Jesus to His disciples: and He said to them, “Thus, it is written, that 

the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to 

ALL NATIONS, beginning from Jerusalem (Luke 24:46, 47 ESV). 

The angelic message was a message of good news of great joy for ALL 

the peoples of the earth! To those whom God will gather to Himself! 

(John 12:51,52).  

-- "Jesus a Savior was born. Who is Christ, The Lord." 

And notice the message: Jesus a Savior. When reading this, you may 

conclude. Jesus is one among many Saviors. He is A Savior. If we look 

at the Greek the indefinite article "a" is missing. It should be translated 

"Jesus the Savior". It becomes clear by the rest of the sentence that 

Jesus is not only one among many Saviors. And also, if we read 

passages like John 14:6; Acts 4:12 and many others in the New 

Testament. Jesus is called thé Savior: the only begotten of the Father 

(John 1:14-18). Jesus was called: "Christ, The Lord." Also, in the 

Hebrew Old Testament, one of the Names of God was "Jahwe" and this 

name was translated as "Kurios" in the Septuagint (The Greek Old 

Testament). This word “Kurios” used in the Greek Old Testament is 

translated as “Lord” in the English versions of the Bible, and now in 

the New Testament, this name of God, "Jahwe" or "Lord" is attributed 

to Jesus Christ! When the angels said: "He is Christ, The Lord," 

everybody knew that the angels were referring to Jesus as God, "Lord”; 

"Jahwe!" 

-- His name is also called Christ, meaning Messiah in Hebrew.  

The expectation of the Messiah was a significant theme in the collective 

consciousness of the Hebrew people. They were expecting the coming 

Messiah to reign in glory and to set up His kingdom that would never 

end, and now He was born! This is why the angel said: "good news of 

great joy." Greater news than this couldn't be pronounced! 

-- Jesus was born in a manger of all places. "And this will be a sign for 

you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 

manger”. The King of glory, Jesus the Messiah was born in a manger 

of all places! Not in Herod's castle? Not in a luxurious inn? No, in a 
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manger! We may ask the question: but why? Why did God decide that? 

God is sovereign remember! Jesus could have been born in another 

place! The fact that Jesus was born in a manger tells us something of 

God. God became one of us in humility and in weakness! He became a 

baby! He became insignificant. He became vulnerable and of no 

reputation. God humbled Himself and became a baby, born in a 

manger! He was born among farm animals! Remember Matthew 11:28-

30? Jesus said: "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I 

am GENTLE and LOWLY in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls” (Matthew 11:28, 29 ESV). God is humble and gentle of heart. 

That is who He is, although He is omnipotent. The Sovereign ruler of 

the Universe became a helpless baby! God came to make Himself 

approachable in the incarnation of Jesus Christ! 

-- Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the city of David. This fact is important 

for at least two reasons: Bethlehem was called the city of David because 

David grew up there. David was one of the greatest kings and prophets 

of the Old Testament. Jesus was of the lineage of David which was 

prophesied through the Old Testament, that out of the descendants of 

David there will come a Ruler, and He will rule the kingdoms of the 

earth! Psalm 89:3, 4 prophesied: "I have made a covenant with My 

chosen, I have sworn to My servant David: ‘Your seed I will establish 

forever, And build up your throne to all generations.’  (Psalms 89:3, 4 

NKJV).  

The other reason Bethlehem is important is because in Micah 5:2 the 

following was prophesied hundreds of years before Jesus was born: 

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the 

thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to 

be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, from 

everlasting” (Micah 5:2 NKJV). The one who was to be born came 

"from everlasting." In other words, the baby who was to be born in 

Bethlem had no beginning! Only God has no beginning. This is a sweet 

paradox. God became a baby. God took on human nature. And He was 

to become the Ruler in Israel. 

3. The different responses to the message 
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-- At first, the shepherds experienced fear at the Angelic appearance, 

not at the message. The response of the Shepherds was fear which is 

understandable. We will also be afraid if angels appear to us.  

-- The angelic host praised God and pronounced peace and goodwill to 

all mankind. The ESV reads: "And suddenly there was with the angel 

a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 

pleased!” ESV. The NKJV reads: “Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14 NKJV). I believe the 

ESV gets the original meaning of the Greek right here. We would like 

to believe that God has goodwill toward all the inhabitants of the earth. 

But this is not the case. "The Bible says that God is angry with the 

wicked every day". The incarnation of God was designed so that Jesus 

would be able to bear the sins of all, but in fact, He effectively only 

came to this earth to bear the sins of His people scattered across all 

nations. Why do I say this? When the angels sang: "Glory to God in the 

highest" we should glorify God with them, but then comes the specifics, 

"peace on earth among those whom he is pleased" or literally in Greek: 

"the people of delight.” Who is the people of delight, or the people in 

whom God delights? It's the believers in God! The believers in the 

Messiah! Hebrews 11:6 reads: "And without faith it is impossible to 

please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who seek him” (Hebrews 11:6 ESV). 

So the angels glorified God because they knew through this child will 

peace be established between those who believe in the Christ and God. 

Christ is the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6,7). Jesus was the shalom of 

God. Salvation would come through this baby! The incarnation of God 

can never be separated from the crucifixion! Let us always remember 

that. The reason for the birth of Christ Jesus was to save His people 

from their sins (Matthew 1:21) and the only way to do that was through 

Golgotha! Bethlehem is significant only if we link it to Good Friday 

and Easter Sunday! It's all part of the gospel chain, and the angels knew 

this, and that's why they glorified God in the highest.  

-- The Shepherds believed and went to Bethlehem. They said: "Let us 

go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” "And they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw 
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it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 

child". The Shepherds believed the saying of the angel and their faith 

let them go and see, if what the angels spoke about, was true. They 

ended up praising and glorifying God because of what they witnessed. 

I would presume to say that their lives were never the same. They had 

the privilege to hear the angelic host and to see the angels, and then 

they saw God in the manger. And their further reaction. They made 

known the saying. The shepherds became evangelists!!  

-- The people marveled. "And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them." The people who got all these things by hearsay 

"wondered". Many probably who wondered were only amazed, but 

how many believed and worshiped God because of this message? We 

need to encounter God personally if it is to make an everlasting impact 

on our lives. We cannot rely on hearsay and other people's experiences 

of God. By this I mean experiences people have today of God and after 

the Bible was written. We need to encounter Him firsthand then we will 

have the reaction of the Shepherds. By this, I don't mean we have to 

have an encounter with angels or hear the audible voice of God. But we 

have to have an encounter with the Holy Spirit to be saved. We must 

be born again. We must be born of the Holy Spirit, receive the Holy 

Spirit, to enter the kingdom of God. 

-- The NKJV reads: "BUT Mary kept it in her heart." The ESV reads: 

"But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart." 

The Greek word for "kept in" or "treasured up" is "suntereo" and can 

be translated into English to mean "protect" or "keep in mind" or 

"preserve." No doubt the word "treasured" could be a fitting translation 

of the word "suntereo". Mary definitely was thinking about, "what the 

Shepherds saw and heard." Mary knew that what she experienced with 

the angel Gabriel before was no isolated incident. Zachariah and now 

the Shepherds confirmed the Angelic visitation that the one that was 

born from her womb was no mere man, but the Christ, the Savior of 

His people. And what did she do? She "treasured it in her heart." She 

kept it in her heart and thought about it, unquestionably for the rest of 

her life, no doubt! 

4. What's your response to the message of the angel? 

-- Do you understand the significance of the angelic message?  
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Do you really understand who this baby was, who was born in a 

manger, among farm animals, 2000 years ago? 

Is it "good tidings of great joy" in YOUR life? Is Jesus your greatest 

joy during Christmas or do the presents you receive, give you greater 

joy?  

-- Are you praising and glorifying God because of it like the angelic 

host and the Shepherds did? The angelic host couldn't help but praise 

and glorify God because of what had happened. Is that so in your life? 

Is there a spontaneous praise that wells up inside when you realize why 

Christ was born? Or do the trials and tribulations of life dim your praise 

for the Savior? Are you like the angels and like the Shepherds who 

glorified and praised God because of Jesus that was born? 

-- Are you keeping it in your heart like Mary did? Is the message of 

Jesus' birth just at Christmas time significant to you? Mary kept the 

message deep in her heart. She treasured it and preserved it. Are you 

doing the same? Do you keep the wonder and significance of what had 

happened at Christmas in your heart throughout the year?  

-- And lastly: Is it something you keep with you and that you tell others 

when the opportunity arises like the Shepherds did? The message of 

Christmas is too big and too great to keep for ourselves. We must 

spread it to those around us! It is meant for the strangers around you 

for your family and the whole world. “In Bethlehem the Savior was 

born who is Christ, The Lord!" 
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1.8 Distress of soul, God's benefits and our resolution. 

Psalm 116 

I love the Lord because He has heard my voice and my supplications. 

Because He has inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call upon Him 

as long as I live. The pains of death surrounded me, and the pangs of 

Sheol laid hold of me; I found trouble and sorrow. Then I called upon 

the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I implore You, deliver my soul!” 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; Yes, our God is merciful. The Lord 

preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me. Return to 

your rest, O my soul, For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. For 

You have delivered my soul from death, My eyes from tears, And my 

feet from falling. I will walk before the Lord In the land of the living. I 

believed, therefore I spoke, “I am greatly afflicted.” I said in my haste, 

“All men are liars.” What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits 

toward me? I will take up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name 

of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the Lord Now in the presence of all 

His people. Precious in the sight of the Lord Is the death of His saints. 

O Lord, truly I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your 

maidservant; You have loosed my bonds. I will offer to You the 

sacrifice of thanksgiving, And will call upon the name of the Lord. I 

will pay my vows to the Lord Now in the presence of all His people, In 

the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Praise 

the Lord! (Psalms 116:1-19 NKJV) 

Introduction:  

At the beginning of a new year, I think it is fitting to look at this Psalm 

and to reflect on what God has done for us. We should reflect what 

situations of difficulty we were in before we knew the Lord and then 

renew our "vows" before the Lord. It is fitting to recommit our lives to 

God in the New Year. For many it may have been a bad, stressful and 

difficult year, the past year, it may have been a year of missed 

opportunities, for others a year of prosperity and blessings and success. 

Whatever last year was like, it has passed, and a whole new year is in 

front of us, and we can start all over. Last year may have been a year 

where you have backslidden into sins you thought you've had victory 

over or it may have been a year of great triumph, financially, 
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emotionally or/and spiritually. Nevertheless, however you look at it, 

2015 is a new year, a year with new challenges and opportunities. Let 

this year be a year of spiritual growth, progress and productivity with 

Jesus Christ. Let's look how Psalm 116 can help us in the New Year. 

Verse 1 is in a sense a summary of the whole Psalm. Verse 1 is a 

declaration of the Psalmist's love for the Lord, because the Lord has 

answered his earnest prayer and supplications. The Psalmist declares 

His love for the Lord not only because the Lord heard his supplications, 

but because God delivered him from his distress. And then the Psalmist 

gives a resolution that he will call upon the Lord as long as he lives. In 

other words, the Psalmist gives himself to God for time and as long as 

he will live because God did something for him. The rest of the Psalm 

is an unpacking of these three realities and can be divided into three 

parts. Firstly the Psalmist distress and difficulty are described, 

secondly, what God did for the Psalmist or "the benefits of The Lord" 

are described and then his declaration of purpose or his resolution is 

given. 

1) The Psalmist describes his situation:  

--The writer was in a desperate situation and called for help. He said: 

"The pains of death surrounded me, and the pangs of Sheol laid hold of 

me; I found trouble and sorrow. Then I called upon the name of the 

Lord: “O Lord, I implore You, deliver my soul!” (Psalms 116:3,4 

NKJV). The person who wrote this Psalm wasn't in a small fix. He was 

in a desperate situation! It could have been a physical danger or a near 

death experience, but what we can conclude is that he felt that "the gates 

of hell was about to swallow him up and that it would be the end of 

him." He felt an intense spiritual need. He pleaded, "..deliver my soul!". 

He not only experienced a need but that he was bound for hell. "The 

"pains of death surrounded me" and "the pangs of Sheol laid hold of 

me.” These are the words that he used. He knew something of the 

gravity of being lost and damned before God. He felt as if God was 

about to lay down his wrath on him. He was at the point to be 

overwhelmed by the powers of hell. It would not be wrong to say that 

the powers of sin overwhelmed him. He was bent on hell. It would not 

be wrong to conclude that he saw his immense guilt before God and 

that the reason why he felt trouble and sorrow was a consequence of 
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his sins. He was in a desperate situation. He said: "I was brought low." 

Dear listener have you been brought low before God? Maybe this 

Psalm describes your situation! 

-- If you are a believer in Christ you know that these words described 

you before you were saved. If you are not a Christian, these words 

describe a man who has been awakened to his sinful state and for many 

this will describe people who will go to eternity to hell who don't know 

Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. They will experience the "pains 

of hell" and “the pangs of Sheol" forever and ever. When I read this 

Psalm, I could immediately identify because I was in such a fix before 

I met God. For those who know me, they know that I was involved with 

drugs and the occult before I met Christ. And I know that I experienced 

a war between darkness and light in my life when I came to Christ. I 

experienced attacks by the evil one, sorrow upon sorrow, distress, 

anxiety, and harassment by evil and then eventually deliverance from 

demonic oppression. I can identify with this Psalmist. But brother and 

sister do you know that even though you didn't experience demonic 

oppression or possession that "the pains of death" also surrounded you 

and that the "pangs of Sheol" also laid hold of you? We were all hell-

bent sinners before we were saved. We all have gone astray each to his 

own way (Isaiah 53:6). All of us have sinned (Romans 3:23) and we all 

have fallen short of God's glory. We were all guilty before God. And 

the penalty for our numerous sins is spiritual death (Romans 6:23). The 

soul that sins must die (Ezekiel 18:20). Separation from God for 

eternity is what we deserve. -- The wrath of God abided on all of us 

before we believed and obeyed the gospel of God (John 3:36).  

-- We started to experience a need for salvation and that the Holy Spirit 

worked in our lives. It was, in fact, a grace that we were burdened by 

the thought of God's wrath abiding on us. It was, in fact, a mercy that 

God opened our eyes to our desperate plight. Many in the world don't 

see their need for God, and they are the ones who are blinded by the 

god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4). The care-free, happy-go-lucky, 

self-sufficient are the ones in real danger. They are headed for an 

eternity without God, and many don't know it! Friend, do these words 

describe your situation? Do you experience the "pains of death" or the 

"pangs of Sheol?" If you do, listen to what I am about to say to you. 
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2) What are the benefits of the Lord? What did God do? 

-- The Psalmist’s situation changed when he had a revelation of who 

God was. He mentioned three things. When he looked back on his life, 

he said: God is Gracious. God is Merciful. God is Righteous, and it 

is implied that he is Faithful as well, which He is. He preserves the 

simple. The Psalmist had a revelation of who God was. That is what 

the Bible reveals as well about anybody who are saved from their sins. 

Jesus said: "All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no 

one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father 

except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” 

(Matthew 11:27 NKJV). Salvation doesn't come by education, but by 

revelation as an old missionary said. Then after the revelation the 

Psalmist started to call on the Lord. The Psalmist started to call for 

deliverance and mercy and grace from God. And He found that God 

was able to meet all his needs. Listen to what he says: "Return to your 

rest, O my soul, For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you” (Psalms 

116:7 NKJV). After he had called to God, he found the benefits of the 

Lord. He found the bounty of the Lord. He tasted that the Lord was 

gracious. So let's look at these benefits in particular. 

-- God is gracious. That God is gracious means God gives us what we 

didn't work for ourselves. For us as New Testament believers God gives 

us the righteousness of Christ. This righteousness is imputed to the 

believer in Christ. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life in our place. Jesus 

fulfilled the requirements of the law on our behalf and credited it to our 

account. We cannot earn this righteousness, we cannot buy it with 

money, and we cannot work for it because we are all sinners. We all 

have a flawed righteousness. But God gives us this righteousness when 

we trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. That is why a God is 

gracious. 

-- God is merciful. God gives us not what we deserve. We deserve hell. 

We deserve eternal punishment. "You are of purer eyes than to behold 

evil, and cannot look on wickedness" (Habakkuk 1:13 NKJV). Because 

we transgressed the law of God, we have guilt before a holy God. We 

have offended an infinite worthy and glorious God. We have lied, 

stolen, coveted other people's possessions and wives or husbands, we 

have taken God's name in vain, and we have made or worshiped idols 
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numerous times. If anything or anyone has ever been more important 

to you than God, then you have committed idolatry. Jesus said: if you 

only look at a woman with sexual desire you have committed adultery 

(Matthew 5:28). If we hate another person, we have committed murder 

in God's eyes (1 John 3:15). We needed to be punished for our sins. We 

need God’s forgiveness. The just punishment of sin is death. But God 

gives believers in Christ not what we deserve. He gives those who 

believe in Christ mercy. God is merciful. Over and over in the Bible 

God is called the God of mercy (Exodus 32:6,7; Psalm 145:8,9; Psalm 

103:8; Jonah 4:2). 

-- God is righteous. Our sins will never go unpunished. Never (Exodus 

34:6,7; Nahum 1:3,4). God is righteous and holy and because of that 

we had to be punished for our sins, but God made a way so that we 

don’t have to bear the wrath of God and so that we don't have to suffer 

everlasting punishment. Because God is righteous, we need to receive 

justice from God. But because of the perfect life and sacrifice of Christ 

on the cross 2000 years ago, outside Jerusalem on the hill called 

Golgotha, we can be justified. Because Jesus died as our substitute for 

our sins and took our punishment upon Himself, we can be acquitted. 

Only because of the crucifixion of Christ can we be blameless in God’s 

sight. God can now be just in forgiving us and be merciful and gracious 

to us, because of the substitutionary life and substitutionary death of 

Jesus Christ on the cross on Golgotha 2000 years ago. 

-- God preserves the simple. God saves those who humble themselves 

and confesses their sins. The Bible promises: “Everyone who calls 

upon the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10:13). But why would you call 

on God unless you think you need help? Unless you came to the end of 

yourself? Unless God humbles you, you would not call upon Him. God 

PRESERVES the simple. In other words, salvation is not an once off 

event where I needed God 20 years ago or four years ago when I was 

saved but now I go on in my own strength. No! We need preservation, 

sanctification, and protection from the powers of sin, self and Satan. 

We need constant help and saving power of the Holy Spirit. We need 

preservation and the main Agent here is the Holy Spirit. He preserves 

us from falling away from the faith. "You delivered my feet from 

falling." God is in the business of preserving his saints. Salvation is 

ongoing and progressive. We need Him still. God preserves us. "You 
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delivered my soul from death." This may have been true in a physical 

sense for the Psalmist, but how much more is it true of us who believe 

in Jesus Christ? Through Jesus Christ's life and death and resurrection, 

the power of death has been totally and decisively destroyed (1 

Corinthians 15:50-58). O death, where is your victory? O death, where 

is your sting?  

-- "I was brought low, but He saved me" God saved the Psalmist. He 

made him His child. 

-- God delivers us from depression and sorrow. "You delivered my eyes 

from tears." He gives us joy. Salvation by God gives us inexpressible 

joy as 1 Peter 1:8 says. If there is not joy in your life, then it stands to 

reason if you are saved, because the fruit of the Spirit is joy. 

-- "He has loosed my bonds." This statement refers to deliverance from 

the power and slavery of sins. Did you forget Christian that you have 

been delivered from the power of Satan? Did you forget that God has 

loosed your bonds? Satan is a defeated foe. Jesus broke the power of 

Satan once and for all at the cross. He disarmed him and made an open 

spectacle of him at the cross (Colossians 2:15).  

-- "I believed, therefore, I spoke" God granted him faith. The Psalmist 

had faith in the divine attributes of God. Without faith, it is impossible 

to please God (Hebrews 11:6). All these benefits would mean nothing 

unless we believe in them. Unless we believe they actually apply to us 

and are meant for us the benefits of God are of no value to us. This 

brings us to the next point. 

3) What shall I give to the Lord for all His benefits? The Psalmist's 

resolve. 

-- "I will take the cup of salvation." In other words, I will believe that 

all God is for me, and all that He has done for me in the Person and 

work of Jesus Christ ACTUALLY applies to me. I will run with His 

salvation. I will allow the Holy Spirit to apply it to my life. I will hold 

on to His salvation. I will take this cup, this treasure of Jesus Christ and 

the Father and the Holy Spirit and rest in God. "Return to your rest, o 

my soul." I will soak it all in and be satisfied in God. 
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-- "I will call upon the Name of The Lord." In other words, I will 

continue in my relationship with God. I will not give up or lag behind. 

God will not only be my God in distress and adversity but also in 

abundance and prosperity. I will keep on praying, seeking for help, 

advice, counsel, strength and salvation from God.  

-- "I will walk before The Lord in the land of the living." I will stay 

close to God. I will seek His fellowship. I will hide nothing. I will walk 

in the light as God is in the light. I will humble myself and confess what 

I need to confess. I will do restitution to whom I should do restitution. 

I will walk before God and ask for prayer from other Christians. "O 

Lord, truly, I am your servant," Can we say this for this year? We are 

not serving and pleasing man, but God. "Truly?" "Really?" Is it money, 

man, wife, husband, family, children, career who you are primarily 

serving or are you primarily serving God? 

--"I will pay my vows in the presence of His people." I know Jesus 

told us never to make a vow because many times in the heat of the 

moment we promise God things something extraordinary which we 

find later on we cannot do. But every Christian owe God their lifelong 

worship, adoration and service. I will do what I promised God I would 

do. What promise did you make God when you were in a desperate 

time in your life? What did you promise God you would do if He were 

to save you from your sins? I know I had promised God certain things 

when I was in distress and when the "pangs of Sheol" got hold of me. 

Are your eyes still set on doing what you promised God? I know I 

purposed to serve God for the rest of my life just as the Psalmist did. 

This resolve means: I will lay my life down for His church. I will serve 

the Lord. I will die to self and comfort. I will take up the cross, deny 

myself and follow Jesus. It is interesting that the next verse after this 

resolution is: "precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 

saints". By doing what you promised God, may result in your physical 

death, (like we witness now around the world as ISIS are beheading 

Christians in Iraq and Syria, just because they are Christians), but it will 

definitely mean death to self and death to your own selfish interests and 

selfish desires. This year is a new beginning for us all. Will we devote 

our lives, our time, our resources, our abilities, our talents, our money, 

etc. to God and live for Him?  
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-- "I will offer thanksgiving to God." I will keep in remembrance the 

benefits of the Lord. The Bible is replete of the command to give thanks 

to God.  

-- "And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were 

called in one body; and be thankful” (Colossians 3:15 NKJV).  

-- 1 Thessalonians 5:16 "in everything give thanks; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you” (I Thessalonians 5:18 NKJV).  

-- Philippians 4:5-7 "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God” (Philippians 4:6 NKJV), etc.  

--Will you count your blessings this year as a regular exercise? Will 

you offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving to God? These five things were 

the Psalmist’s resolves. When he looked back on how God delivered 

him and when he pondered all the benefits of the Lord, he made these 

resolves. Will you do the same in the coming year? 

Looking back on what God has done for you, will you take the cup of 

salvation?  

Will you keep on calling on the Lord?  

Will you walk before the Lord in the land of the living? 

Will you pay your vows in the presence of his people? 

 And will you offer thanksgiving to God? 

This year is taking off with a bang! Are you set to take off in it, with 

God, for God, and in God? 
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2.9 Object Lesson for Saving Faith 

Mark 10:46-52:  

Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples 

and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the 

road begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 

began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son 

of David, have mercy on me!” So Jesus stood still and commanded him 

to be called. Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good 

cheer. Rise, He is calling you.” And throwing aside his garment, he rose 

and came to Jesus. So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you 

want Me to do for you?” The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni that I 

may receive my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your 

faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and 

followed Jesus on the road. (Mark 10:46-52 NKJV) 

The Healing of Bartimaeus is a picture and object lesson of saving faith 

or how a person gets saved from his/her sins. 

The characteristics Of Saving Faith 

1. Saving Faith has a Divine Object.  

It recognizes Jesus as the long awaited Messiah. It has Jesus Christ as 

his object. Bartimaeus cried "Son of David". The person who has 

saving faith recognizes Jesus for who He is. We don't have faith in faith. 

We have faith in God. In Psalm 89:3,4 God said: “I have made a 

covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant David: ‘Your 

seed I will establish forever, And build up your throne to all 

generations.’ And again later in the same Psalm God said: "Once I have 

sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David: His seed shall endure 

forever, and his throne as the sun before Me; It shall be established 

forever like the moon, even like the faithful witness in the sky” (Psalms 

89:35-37 NKJV). Jesus Christ is the seed of David and through Him 

God's throne will be established. Acts 16:31 tells of the Philippian jailer 

and how he got saved: "And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what 

must I do to be saved?” So they (Paul and Silas) said, “Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household” 

(Acts 16:30, 31 NKJV). Jesus Christ is the Object of saving faith. 
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Matthew 16:13-17 records for us the following conversation: “When 

Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, 

saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” So they said, 

“Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one 

of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon 

Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 

Father, who is in heaven” (Matthew 16:13-17 NKJV). Moreover Acts 

4:12 reads: "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

Saving faith, therefore, has Jesus Christ alone as its divine object. Jesus 

was the long-awaited Messiah, the Christ, the Son of man through 

whom, God would deliver his people from sin 

2. Saving Faith is humble. 

 Bartimaeus cried: "Have mercy on me". You can't boast about saving 

faith. Saving faith is, in essence, knowing your own weakness and 

worthlessness and sinfulness and helplessness before God. It 

recognizes it's own spiritual poverty. In Revelation chapter 3 God 

rebuked the Laodiceans because of their pride: "you say: ‘I am rich, 

have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know 

that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—'" 

(Revelation 3:17 NKJV). Bartimaeus knew that only God could help 

him. He was blind. He was a beggar. We are spiritually blind before we 

come to salvation. We don’t see the glory of Christ in the gospel. 

Before we receive salvation, we are like Bartimaeus, begging for mercy 

and help. This truth is also clear in the parable of tax collected and the 

Pharisee recorded in Luke 18:9-14; “The tax collector beat upon his 

breast and cried: "Lord have mercy upon me." And Jesus said he went 

away justified and not the proud Pharisee. Romans 3:27-28 reads: 

"Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, 

but by the law of faith. Therefore, we conclude that a man is justified 

by faith apart from the deeds of the law” (Romans 3:27, 28 NKJV). 1 

Corinthians 1:29-31 reads: "But God has chosen the foolish things of 

the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things 

of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base 

things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, 
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and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that 

no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him you are in Christ 

Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption— that, as it is written, “He who glories, 

let him glory in the Lord” (I Corinthians 1:27-31 NKJV)." And in 

Matthew 5:3 Jesus said: "“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven." Saving faith is, in essence, a gift from God. You 

cannot boast because you have it. You can only stand in wonder 

because you have it and give the glory to God. 

3. Saving faith is persistent (Dynamic).  

It endures. Hebrews 12:1,2 reads: "Therefore, we also, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author, 

and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God”.  In Matthew 13 Jesus told the parable of 

the Sower. The seed that bore fruit was the seed that stood the test of 

time. It was the seed that didn’t get choked by the thorns and thistles of 

the world. The cares of the world and the pleasures of the world and 

the deceitfulness of riches and the tribulations and temptations and 

persecutions didn't prevent it from bearing fruit. Saving faith endures 

to the end. When people warned Bartimaeus to stop calling Jesus, he 

continued calling for help. Bartimaeus went on to say "have mercy on 

me." The people’s discouragements and rebukes didn't stop him from 

getting Jesus' attention. It will be like that for you as well. People will 

try to discourage you from getting help from Jesus. But in 1 Timothy 

6:11,12 the Scriptures exhorts us: " Fight the good fight of faith". Faith 

is fueled by the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that enables us to 

believe. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of faith and because the Holy Spirit 

enables those who are saved to believe it will endure. As it is written: 

“And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is 

written, “I believed, and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and 

therefore speak” (II Corinthians 4:13 NKJV). If your faith in Jesus 

Christ does not persist, then it is not of the saving kind.  

4. Saving Faith always goes along with repentance.  
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Without Biblical repentance there no saving faith.  They always go 

together. "Throwing aside his garment." The garment of Bartimaeus 

was probably his most precious possession. Probably his only 

possession apart from the clothes on his body. It was his comfort at 

night when it was cold. But to get God's desired help, he threw it aside. 

He left his former comforts. If we don't leave our former sins behind 

us, we won't be able to get salvation from God. The sinful things which 

we hold dear, we have to let go off. Mark 1:15 reads: "Now after John 

was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 

of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:14, 15 

NKJV). At one time Jesus went to his disciples and said: “If anyone 

desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 

and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” (Matthew 16:24, 25 

NKJV). To be Jesus' disciple means to submit to his authority and 

Lordship. It means to repent of your own sinful and selfish plans and 

interests and to follow Jesus. The rich young ruler in Mark chapter 10 

didn't receive salvation because he was unwilling to repent of his great 

fortune and riches and follow Jesus. He was unwilling to submit to the 

rule and Lordship of Jesus Christ. That is why Jesus said it is very hard 

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Bartimaeus threw aside 

his garment and went to Jesus.  

5. Saving Faith actually receives God's gift of salvation in Jesus 

Christ.  

It receives the reward of eternal life. It channels salvation. It is a divine 

instrument. It doesn't earn, buy or work salvation. Jesus asked, "What 

must I do for you?" After Bartimaeus received healing Jesus said: "Go 

your way, your faith has made you whole." God imparted the gift of 

physical healing to Bartimaeus. And God imparts the gift of salvation 

to the believer in Christ. John 1:12,13 reads: " But as many as received 

Him (Christ) to them He gave the right to become children of God, to 

those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the 

will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Faith is the channel 

which receives Christ. In John 6:37 Jesus said: "All that the Father 

gives Me will come to Me and the one who comes to Me I will by no 

means cast out." Saving faith means to come to Jesus for a reward. That 
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is what Bartimaeus received. He received his sight. And everyone who 

comes to Jesus for salvation will receive it. Hebrews 11:6 reads: "he 

who comes to God must believe that He is and a rewarder of those who 

diligently seek Him.” Romans 6:23 says: "The wages of sin is death, 

but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.” 

6. Saving faith results in a lifestyle of following Jesus. " 

“And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the 

road." A lifestyle of discipleship is the consequence of saving faith. A 

lifestyle of holiness. A lifestyle of denying yourself and taking up your 

cross is the result of saving faith. "He followed Jesus on the road." 

Without living a lifestyle of following Jesus and holiness, there is no 

salvation. Jesus must be Lord of all or He is not Lord at all. Period. If 

you're not following Him, then He is not your Lord. A good tree bears 

good fruit. Hebrews 12:14 reads: "Without holiness no one will see the 

Lord". Luke 9:23-27 reads: "Then He said to them all, “If anyone 

desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 

daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, 

but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. For what profit is it 

to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 

For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man 

will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, 

and of the holy angels.” In Matthew 10:32-39 Jesus said: "“Therefore 

whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My 

Father, who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I 

will also deny before My Father, who is in heaven. He who loves father 

or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or 

daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take 

his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his 

life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it." 

Saving faith always regards Jesus Christ as the supreme authority in 

your life and treasures Jesus Christ as supreme. Therefore, a lifelong 

journey of following Jesus is the consequence. 

So to recap: 1) Saving faith has a divine object; 2) Saving faith is 

humble; 3) Saving faith is persistent; 4) Saving faith goes along with 

Biblical repentance; 5) Saving faith actually receives salvation and 6) 

Saving faith results in a lifestyle of following Jesus.  
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I'll close with this story: 

A true story was told of a young soldier in the Civil War. After an 

explosion had left him seriously injured, he lay on the battlefield 

covered in blood. A male nurse sat beside the helpless trooper, holding 

his thumb on the man’s neck to stop the bleeding. In the heat of battle, 

a doctor came alongside the two men. He looked closely at the wound 

and told the soldier that he was very fortunate. The damage was very 

close to the main artery, and if that had been severed he would have 

died almost immediately. The doctor carefully stitched the small veins 

over which the nurse had applied pressure. A few minutes later, he was 

called back. The terrified nurse was holding his thumb over the main 

artery, which had suddenly burst. The good doctor explained that he 

could now do nothing for the soldier. As soon as the nurse removed his 

thumb, blood would gush out rapidly, and there was no way he could 

contain its flow. Over the next three hours, the brave young soldier 

thanked the nurse for what he had done for him, wrote farewells to his 

loved ones, put his affairs in order, and then told the nurse to remove 

his thumb. The horrified nurse turned his face away from the young 

warrior as he removed his thumb; the soldier was dead within minutes. 

(Taken from School of Biblical Evangelism: Ray Comfort) 

Whether we are enlightened to understand it or not, the eternal God of 

creation holds our life in His hands. When the preserving presence of 

His hand is removed, we die. We are but mortal human beings, and “in 

Him we live and move and have our being.” Every breath we take, and 

every heartbeat that follows, comes only because He keeps His 

gracious hand upon our lives. He alone is the origin of human life, the 

One, who sustains our very existence.  

Have we come to Jesus to receive the greatest gift there is to receive? 

We don't know when it would be our last breath. The day of salvation 

is now: Let's follow Bartimaeus’ example and receive salvation in 

Christ Jesus by saving faith by the power of God. 
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2.10 The Cornerstone and Spiritual Sacrifices 
 

Believe in the Cornerstone and be Living Stones in the Spiritual 

House of God 

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:1-10.  

1) "Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and 

all evil speaking, 

2) As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word that you may 

grow thereby,  

3) If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.  

4) Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but 

chosen by God and precious,  

5) You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ.  

6) Therefore, it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion 

A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on Him will 

by no means be put to shame.”  

7) Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are 

disobedient, “The stone which the builders rejected has become the 

chief cornerstone,”  

8) and “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.” They stumble, 

being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.  

9) But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  

10) Who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who 

had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. (I Peter 2:1-10 

NKJV) 

Introduction. The apostle Peter probably wrote this letter before 

70AD, because according to tradition he was crucified before the 

destruction of the Temple in 70AD. For the Jews at that time, the 



 

72 
 

Temple in Jerusalem was a symbol of God and His presence and God's 

favor. Jesus prophesied when He was living on the earth that the 

Temple would be destroyed and the animal sacrifices that they use to 

sacrifice for the atonement of sins would come to an end. This indeed 

happened just as Jesus foretold. Now here Peter comes, and he writes 

to the believers, before he died, and says: "you are a spiritual house." 

In other words, you are the real "House of God". God doesn't really live 

in this Temple in Jerusalem that is about to be destroyed, but "you are 

the living stones" and the offerings that you are to bring to God should 

not be animals, but you should offer spiritual sacrifices. So what did 

the apostle Peter have in mind when he wrote this letter? 

1) What is this Spiritual House? (Verse 4). What is its Identity? 

How is it called? 

-- This Spiritual House is not a Monastery or a literal building. Don't 

get the idea of people living in seclusion and that only read the Bible 

and that pray all day and who never marries. This Spiritual House is 

not like a Roman Catholic Monastery. It is a SPIRITUAL House.  

-- Jesus Christ is the Foundation and the Cornerstone of the House. God 

has chosen him and He is Precious (verse 6). A Cornerstone in ancient 

times was laid first in the construction of particular buildings. A 

cornerstone would have determined if the building under construction 

had a firm foundation. Without the cornerstone, the building would not 

have been stable. The Cornerstone in a spiritual sense refers to the fact 

that without Jesus Christ the Spiritual House would fall apart. Jesus 

Christ is the Cornerstone, and He gives the Building it's security and 

stability. If He wasn't there, there wouldn't be a Spiritual House. The 

Cornerstone would be part of the Foundation of a Building or the most 

important part. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 3:10,11 the following: 

"According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise 

master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But 

let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can 

anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 

3:10, 11 NKJV). Paul says further in Ephesians 2:19-22: "Now, 

therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having 

been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
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Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being 

fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also 

are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

(Ephesians 2:19-22 NKJV) 

How does the rest of the building look like? How is it called? 

--Believers in Christ are called "living stones" (verse 5). They have 

been made alive through the Holy Spirit. In other words, they have been 

born again. Only those who have been born of the Spirit of God are 

called "living stones." Only those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as 

their only Savior and Lord are living stones. And everyone has it's 

place. Just like in a normal building, each stone has it's place. 

-- The "living stones" are called a "chosen generation." Jesus Christ 

Himself has chosen them. Jesus said in John 15:16 to His disciples and 

all his disciples through subsequent generations: "You did not choose 

Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 

fruit and that your fruit should remain" (John 15:16 NKJV). 

-- Believers are also called "a royal priesthood." In other words, they 

will rule over a kingdom, and they will intercede or pray. You are a 

king through your unity with Jesus Christ. Believers should rule over 

selfish and sinful desires; they should rule over Satan and this evil 

world. And believers are a priesthood. Priests in the Old Testament 

prayed and interceded for the people of God. Believers in Christ should 

pray and intercede for their fellow believers and the world.  

-- Believers are also called a "holy nation." The meaning of holy in the 

Bible is to be set apart for holy purposes. You are different from this 

world. If you are a believer, you are not better or superior to other 

people, but you are different and called to be like Christ and the Holy 

Spirit that indwells you.  

-- Living stones are called "His special people" or His possession. 

Believers belong to God, not to themselves nor to the world nor to 

Satan. 

-- "Believers were called out of darkness into His marvelous light". God 

came in Jesus Christ to deliver you from the power of darkness. 

Believers are free from the bonds of Satan and the world. Through the 

cross of Jesus Christ deliverance has been wrought.  
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-- "you have obtained mercy from God" Believers in Christ were 

children of wrath, because of their rebellion and sins (Ephesians 2:1-

3), but God now has mercy on them. They have received forgiveness 

of sins. The blood of Jesus washed their sins away. This is the identity 

of the living stones in the House of God. 

2. Who are in and who are out in the Spiritual House of God? 

Who are out? 

-- Unbelievers and the disobedient are out (Verse 7,8). 

-- Those who stumble over the Cornerstone are out. The Jews in Jesus' 

time didn't believe that Jesus was the Son of God, and that is why Jesus 

prophesied that in their lifetime, in their generation the Temple in 

Jerusalem would be destroyed, just like it did in 70AD. The Pharisees 

and the Scribes and many of the Jews didn't believe in Jesus as the 

Messiah. But today there are also millions of people all over the world 

that don't believe. They stumble because of unbelief and disobedience. 

You can never separate faith and obedience in a believer's life. Just as 

you can never separate unbelief and disobedience. They always go 

together. That's why Paul describes believers as those who have been 

granted obedience to the faith (Romans 1:5). Saving faith is intertwined 

with obedience to God.  

-- Those who take offense over the Cornerstone is out (Verse 8). They 

take offense because Jesus made as if He is God, which He was and is. 

Millions of people take offense over Jesus, not only because He said 

He was God, but because of what He stood for: righteousness and 

holiness, etc. Jesus said many things to people that made them angry. 

Are there things that Jesus said that cause you to take offense?  

-- Those who reject the Cornerstone are out. The Bible says: "the stone 

that the builders rejected became the chief cornerstone" (vers 7). 

Historically it was the Jewish leaders and the Romans that rejected 

Jesus and caused Him to die on a cross. And today it is still the same. 

People shift Him out of their lives. Is that so with you? Do you reject 

Jesus out of your life? Have you rejected Jesus and the things which He 

stands for? 

-- Those who embrace their sins as part of their being and personalities 

are out. Sins like malice of all sorts, deceit, hypocrisy, evil speaking, 
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idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, covetousness, love of money, 

blasphemy, murder, taking the Name of the Lord in vain, etc. 

Who are in the House? 

-- Believers in the Cornerstone are in the House. They will never be 

disappointed. "..And he who believes on Him will by no means be put 

to shame” (Verse 6). This promise is an awesome promise! I wonder if 

you agree with this promise. I have met many people who have been 

disappointed with God because He allowed certain things in their lives 

that they don't agree with. Or because they experienced suffering that 

they cannot reconcile with a loving and compassionate God. God didn't 

do things as they would have wanted. Question: Is God our Slave? Does 

He have to explain Himself to us, for things that don't go according to 

our plans? He is Sovereign. He is God! We cannot tell God how He 

must govern the world or our lives and how He should lead us. This 

promise means that if we believe in Him, we will never be disappointed 

in who God is. His character will remain the same. What He promised 

He will fulfill. If we are believers, we will inherit the new heavens and 

the new earth!  

-- Those who are obedient to the word are in (verse 8).  

-- Those who taste that The Lord is good and gracious are in (verse 3). 

Salvation in Christ is not only Head-knowledge. It is Head-knowledge 

yes, but also a heart thing. Salvation in Christ is an experience. To 

receive salvation is to receive the Holy Spirit. You experience the joy 

of sins forgiven. You experience God's love and peace and grace. You 

experience the indwelling Holy Spirit. Do you experience and taste that 

God is good to you?  

--He is precious to those who are in. "Therefore it is also contained in 

the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, 

precious...” (1 Peter 2:6). For believers, Jesus Christ is the most 

precious thing and Person in the whole world. He is more precious than 

your wife or husband, your child or mother, father or whatever you 

count as precious. That's why Jesus said the following: "He who loves 

father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves 

son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me” (Matthew 10:37 

NKJV). Is He the most precious Person in your life? Is He more 
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precious to you than all your possessions combined? Think about that! 

Is He your supreme treasure? 

Listen to this commentary from James Smith on 1 Peter 2:7 

"Unto you therefore who believe--, He is precious!" 

Every believer VALUES Christ. Let others think of Him as they may-

-all who are taught of God, think highly of Him. They can never honor 

Him as they wish, or enjoy Him to their satisfaction.  

Every believer feels their NEED of him.  

No weary traveler ever felt his need of rest,  

No hungry laborer ever felt his need of food,  

No drowning mariner ever felt his need of a lifeboat 

--as the believer has felt his need of Christ! 

They need to be saved--and only Christ can save them.  

They need to be happy--and only Jesus can make them happy.  

They need His blood to cleanse them from sin and procure their pardon.  

They need His righteousness to clothe their souls and justify them 

before God.  

They need His Spirit to sanctify their nature and make them fit for 

Heaven.  

They need His intercession to secure them from evil and procure for 

them good things.  

They need His fullness of grace to supply all their needs, from earth to 

Heaven.  

Every believer discovers the exact SUITABILITY of Christ to them.  

He is just what they need--He has all that they need! 

They are foolish--and He has wisdom.  

They are unrighteous--and He has righteousness.  

They are unholy--and He has holiness.  
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They are weak--and He has strength.  

They are in bondage--and He has redemption.  

They are lost--and He has salvation. 

In a word, they are led to see that God has stored up everything in Jesus-

-and that possessing Him, they have all things! 

Every Christian believes on Him to the saving of the soul. They trust 

Him to procure their pardon, peace with God, and everlasting life. 

Their heart goes out to Him, 

They repose confidence in Him,  

They commit their souls to Him,  

They build on Him--as God's foundation; 

They hide in Him--as the sinner's refuge; and  

They trust themselves with Him--as the almighty Savior. 

"Unto you therefore who believe--, He is precious!" 

But Jesus is only precious to believers. Others do not feel their need of 

Him, do not see His adaptation to them, and do not depend on Him for 

pardon, peace with God, and everlasting life. 

Beloved, do you have this saving faith--which renders Christ so 

precious? 

If so, admire the sovereign, and distinguishing grace of God, which has 

conferred so great a blessing upon you--for not all are given saving 

faith. 

If so, realize the importance of this faith--which renders Christ so 

precious.  

It is the eye--which sees the beauty of Christ.  

It is the foot--which travels to Christ.  

It is the hand--which lays hold of Christ.  

It is the mouth--which tastes the sweetness of Christ.  
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It is the inward principle--which clings and cleaves to Christ.  

Avoid therefore whatever weakens faith, or interrupts its exercise, and 

prize whatever strengthens it, and makes it vigorous! (James Smith). 

-- Those who lay aside their sins are in. All kinds of malice, jealousy, 

evil speaking and there are many sins we won't mention now. Like 

Jesus said: "repent and believe the gospel for the kingdom of God is at 

hand" (Mark 1:15) and "Truly, these times of ignorance God 

overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 

17:30 NKJV). Those who repent of their sins are in the Spiritual House. 

3. What do they do? How is this House built? 

-- The "living stones" grow and are built up through the Word of God. 

"..As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may 

grow thereby.." (1 Peter 2:2). The word of God is not only important at 

the beginning of your spiritual life, but it is essential for the whole 

duration of your walk as a believer. "Then Jesus said to those Jews who 

believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed’ 

(John 8:31 NKJV).”Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might 

not sin against You." (Psalms 119:11 NKJV). 

-- The living stones bring sacrifices, spiritual sacrifices, which are 

acceptable through Jesus Christ. The sacrifices are only acceptable 

through Him. In other words, no sacrifice will be accepted unless Christ 

is the Foundation and Cornerstone of the House. Jesus Christ ended all 

animal sacrifices that were sacrificed in ancient times for the atonement 

of sins. The sacrifice and offering of Jesus Christ on Golgotha was 

sufficient to atone for all the sins of those who repent and believe in 

Him. That includes past, present and future believers in the Messiah. 

Listen to what The writer of Hebrews tells us: "For such a High Priest 

was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 

sinners, and has become higher than the heavens; who does not need 

daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins 

and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered 

up Himself" (Hebrews 7:26, 27 NKJV). "For by one offering, He has 

perfected forever those who are being sanctified"(Hebrews 10:14 

NKJV). Now the sacrifices we have to offer in no way bring atonement 
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for our sins, but it is nevertheless valuable in God's sight. And it is 

commanded by God. 

These are the sacrifices that are pleasing to God: 

-- Sacrifices toward God regarding self:  brokenness over sin.  

"The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart and saves such as 

have a contrite spirit” (Psalms 34:18 NKJV).  

"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite 

heart— These, O God, You will not despise" (Psalms 51:17 NKJV).  

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matthew 

5:4 NKJV).  

"For all those things My hand has made, and all those things exist,” 

Says the Lord. ‘But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of 

a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word’ (Isaiah 66:2 NKJV). 

-- Sacrifices toward God: praise and thanksgiving-  

"Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to 

God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name” (Hebrews 

13:15 NKJV).  

"Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High”; 

“Whoever offers praise glorifies Me; and to him who orders his conduct 

aright, I will show the salvation of God.” (Psalms 50:14, 23 NKJV). 

"But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay 

what I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9 NKJV). 

-- "I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, And will call upon 

the name of The Lord" (Psalms 116:17 NKJV). 

-- The sacrifice of your body is important to God:  

"I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 

is your reasonable service " (Romans 12:1 NKJV). 

--- And the sacrifice of prayer: "Then another angel, having a golden 

censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he 
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should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar 

which was before the throne” (Revelation 8:3 NKJV).  

-- Sacrifices toward God regarding people: to do good and to share 

-- "But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices 

God is well pleased” (Hebrews 13:16 NKJV).  

--“Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, 

nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly 

all things to enjoy. Let them do good that they be rich in good works, 

ready to give, willing to share" (I Timothy 6:17, 18 NKJV). 

-- Winning people to Christ is regarded as a sacrifice to God by 

Paul.  

-- "that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering 

the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:16 NKJV). 

-- And lastly, the House of God is built up by the proclamation of the 

gospel which ties in with the previous point (Verse 9). Believers in 

Christ are called to proclaim and celebrate the excellencies and praises 

of God. And to declare His marvelous redemptive plan to the world. 

Conclusion: 

 

Are you a living stone in the spiritual house of God? 

Or are you dead stone to be thrown out? 

Are you built on the Cornerstone and Foundation of Jesus Christ? 

Have you received His blood sacrifice and substitutionary atonement 

on your behalf?  

And if you are a believer in Christ, are you bringing Spiritual sacrifices 

to God? 

Believe on the Cornerstone Jesus Christ and be living stones in the 

Spiritual House of God! 
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2.11 Jesus is risen indeed! 

Luke 24:36-49 

Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, 

and said to them, “Peace to you.” But they were terrified and frightened 

and supposed they had seen a spirit. And He said to them, “Why are 

you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? Behold My 

hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit 

does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.” When He had said 

this, He showed them His hands and His feet. But while they still did 

not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, “Have you any food 

here?” So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. 

And He took it and ate in their presence. Then He said to them, “These 

are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all 

things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and 

the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened their 

understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. Then He 

said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ 

to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance 

and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. Behold, 

I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of 

Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high” ( ekuL  42 : -63

)VJKN 94 . 

 

Introduction 

Earlier in the chapter it states that the women, Mary Magdalene, 

Johanna and the other Mary, went to the tomb with spices, probably to 

embalm the body of Jesus. But when they came there, all of a sudden, 

two angels appeared to them saying to them: "Why do you seek the 

living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen! “(Luke 42 : 6-5  

NKJV). With great joy, the women went to the disciples and told them 

what the Angels said to them! However, the disciples didn't believe the 

women, not immediately! Then it so happened that Jesus appeared to 

two men on the road to Emmaus (Cleopas and his friend Simon), and 

as Jesus walked with them, He expounded the Scriptures concerning 

Him. Jesus opened the Scriptures as He walked with them. And then 

after Jesus prayed with them, before they ate at a certain house, the 
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Scriptures say, that their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus. 

But there and then Jesus disappeared before their eyes like a ghost. In 

their haste the two decided to return to Jerusalem, which was about 12 

kilometers far, to tell the disciples that they saw Jesus, and their 

message: "The Lord is risen indeed!" 
 

1. Jesus appeared to His disciples 

 

-- Jesus pronounced salvation: "Peace be to you."  

The first words Jesus said to the disciples were "Peace to you." 

Jesus most probably spoke in Aramaic, not in Greek or Hebrew. In 

other words, the word that He spoke was "Shalom." We translate 

"Shalom" with "peace" in English. Shalom, however, can mean 

different things in the Hebrew or Aramaic language. It means much 

more than the absence of war. According to one Hebrew Lexicon, it 

could mean "wholeness, prosperity, absence of danger, well-being or 

salvation." The meaning of "shalom" in this context probably means 

"Salvation." In other words, because Jesus rose from the dead, 

everything was now complete to put those who believe in Him, in the 

right relationship with God. The fact that Jesus rose from the dead 

testified to the fact that He never sinned as a man. The penalty of sin is 

death as Romans 6:23 reveals. But because Jesus never sinned, death 

could not keep Him in the grave! His death was a substitutionary one, 

on behalf of His people! As Romans 1:4 reveals: "and Jesus was 

declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." The words of Jesus on the 

cross, "It is finished" acquired its full meaning now. As 

Romans 4:25 says: "Jesus was delivered up for our offenses, and He 

was raised for our justification." The fact that Jesus was raised from the 

dead means that the Father accepted Jesus' atoning sacrifice on behalf 

of all believers. Now after all this happened, Jesus came and said: 

"Peace to you." Never before in human history did these words have 

such a loaded meaning. Jesus could have said to His disciples: 

"salvation is now certain for those who believe" or "Your sins are now 

forgiven" or "the just payment for your sins has been paid in full" or 

"now you have free access to the Father" or "the power of sin, Satan 

and death and the grave has been decisively broken". But Jesus chose 

to say: "Peace to you" or "Shalom.” 
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-- Jesus appeared to them supernaturally with a glorified body 

(John 20).  

Twice it is recorded in the gospel of John (John 20:19,26) that the doors 

were shut where the disciples were gathered, and then after that fact is 

mentioned, Jesus all of a sudden, just appeared in the midst of them! 

Jesus didn't come in at the back door! He also didn't come through the 

window! He all of a sudden, just appeared in their midst! "Like a 

ghost?!" It sounds like something out of a Star Trek film, not that I am 

a fan. Scientists cannot explain to you what happened here to Jesus. 

Neither can they replicate the event by doing experiments. What 

happened here was supernatural. It was a miracle if I may say so. 

Nobody can do what Jesus did there, in a natural body! No-one! Has 

anyone tried it? In this room? Walking through walls and that sort of a 

thing? No wonder the disciples were afraid! They thought they saw a 

ghost! What we find in the passage are explained clearly in 1 

Corinthians 15:20-23; "But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 

become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by 

man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as 

in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each one 

in his own order: Christ the first fruits, afterward those who are Christ’s 

at His coming." Jesus was the first man who was raised with a spiritual 

or glorified body never to die again! What was and is remarkable about 

that body, is that Jesus could eat food with it, the marks on His body, 

where he was crucified were visible, and other people could touch him. 

He was not a ghost! 1 Corinthians 15:42-49 explains how this body of 

Jesus is different from ours! "So also is the resurrection of the dead. 

The body is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption. It is sown 

in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 

power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a 

natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, “The 

first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-

giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and 

afterward the spiritual. The first man was of the earth, made of dust; 

the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of dust, so 

also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so 

also are those who are of the heavenly. And as we have borne the image 

of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man" 
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( snaihtniroC I  51 : 94-24  NKJV). Jesus had a body vastly superior to any 

"Superhero's body" you will see in the movies! He was clothed with an 

indestructible, glorified body! 

 

-- The unbelief of the first disciples and the contemporary church 

and world.  
It is not surprising that the first disciples didn't believe that it was Jesus 

that appeared to them at first. What would have been our reaction if we 

saw Jesus "coming through the wall?" Even after Jesus showed them 

His pierced hands and feet and even after they touched Him, our text 

says that "they still did not believe for joy, and marveled." They were 

out of sorts. 'Can we blame them?', we may ask. After this, Jesus goes 

further and asks them if they have something to eat. Even after they 

gave Him broiled fish and after that He ate it, our text still doesn't 

indicate that they believed!! Some might have believed after that, but 

our text doesn't say so! Only after He mentioned the Scriptures, they 

started to believe! I quote, "Then Jesus said to them, “These are the 

words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 

must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” And He OPENED their 

understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures." How did 

Jesus open their understanding? He, no doubt, did what He did to the 

two on the road to Emmaus! He expounded the Scriptures that was 

referring to Himself! What does the Holy Spirit want to convey to us 

through this? Miracles aren't enough for people to believe in Jesus! 

Even though the resurrection was a miracle and even though the Bible 

is based upon the supernatural and miracles, and even though the Bible 

is replete of miracles from Genesis all the way through to the ministry 

of Jesus, people don't believe in God just because of miracles. Even 

though many people come to faith because of a miracle, especially in 

the least reached areas, it is not enough for people to stay in the faith 

and to be grounded in the faith! Look at what happened with Israel after 

the exodus out of Egypt. God did mighty signs and wonders in the land 

of Egypt. He divided the Red Sea!  He came down in a fire on Mount 

Sinai! He fed the Israelites for 40 years with manna from heaven, and 

still the Bible says God had no pleasure in those people because of their 

unbelief! And if we look at Jesus' ministry, how many miracles did 
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Jesus not do!? Jesus did thousands of miracle healings, no doubt in his 

ministry on earth! For sure some became disciples, but only 120 people 

were in the upper room at Pentecost! Many did NOT become His 

disciples just because of miracles and healings! Christ did something 

else to make them believe! 

 

2. Jesus fulfilled Scripture and opened their understanding 

 

-- The content of what was fulfilled: "it was necessary for the Christ 

to suffer and to rise on the third day". The Scriptures tell us the 

following about Jesus and the Emmaus travellers: "And beginning at 

Moses and all the Prophets, He EXPOUNDED to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning Himself” ( ekuL  42 : 72  NKJV). It was 

only after Jesus did that that they believed! There are literally over 300 

prophecies that were fulfilled in the life, death, resurrection and 

glorification of Jesus Christ. Jesus said to His disciples:  “These are the 

words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 

must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me." Let’s look of some of the 

most famous Scriptures in the Old Testament that refer to Jesus, 

especially the prophecies. I know that the whole of the Old Testament 

speaks of Jesus, but there are certain prophecies that shine very bright 

concerning Jesus.  

 

-- Scriptures in the Law of Moses:  

After the fall Of man God said the following: "So the LORD God said 

to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more than 

all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you 

shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. And I will put 

enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 

Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 

( siseneG  3: 51-41  NKJV). Who was the One who was to bruise the 

serpent's head? It was Jesus! When Jesus died on the cross, the fatal 

blow to the serpent was given. The devil's power was broken at the 

cross! 

 

God tested Abraham and asked him to sacrifice his own son on the 

mountain Moriah. And just before Abraham did that, God said the 
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following to Abraham. Genesis 22:15-18 "Then the Angel of the 

LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: “By 

Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, 

and have not withheld your son, your only son — blessing I will bless 

you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of 

the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore, and your 

descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the 

nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 

voice.” ( siseneG  22 : 81-51  NKJV). Jesus Christ was a direct descendant 

of Abraham, and He possessed the gates of His enemies and through 

Him, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. 

 

Before Jacob died, he blessed His son, Juda with the following 

blessing: Genesis 49:8-10; "“Judah, you are he whom your brothers 

shall praise; Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your 

father’s children shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion’s whelp; 

From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He bows down; he lies down 

as a lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse him? The scepter shall not 

depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh, 

comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people” ( siseneG  

94 : 01-8  NKJV). Jesus Christ was a direct descendant of Juda. Jesus is 

called the Lion of Juda in the book Revelation. The obedience of the 

people is unto Him, because of His obedience unto death, death on the 

cross. 
 

 The nation of Israel sacrificed many sacrifices on God's command, and 

there was a particular sacrifice that had to be sacrificed once a year. 

Leviticus 16:9-10;21-22; "Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: 

one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the scapegoat. And Aaron 

shall bring the goat on which the LORD’s lot fell, and offer it as a sin 

offering. But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be 

presented alive before the LORD, to make atonement for it, and to let 

it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness."; “And when he has made an 

end of atoning for the Holy Place, the tabernacle of meeting, and the 

altar, he shall bring the live goat. Aaron shall lay both his hands on the 

head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of 

Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting 

them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness 
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by the hand of a suitable man. The goat shall bear on itself all their 

iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the 

wilderness” ( sucitiveL  61 : 22-02 ,01-8  NKJV). The scapegoat was a 

type of Christ. God the Father laid on Jesus all His peoples' sins and led 

Him to die outside the city, on Golgotha (in the wilderness). What 

happened to Jesus on the cross was a fulfillment of this typology. 

 

In Deuteronomy 18:15,17-19 the following is written: “The LORD 

your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from 

your brethren. Him you shall hear." 

"I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, 

and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all 

that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My 

words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him” 

(Deuteronomy 81 : 91-81 ,51  NKJV). Jesus Christ was the prophet who 

was to come. He was the fulfillment of this prophesy!  

  

-- Scriptures of the Prophets:  

Zechariah 12:10 states; "“And I will pour on the house of David and 

on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; 

then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for 

Him as one mourn for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 

for a firstborn” ( hairahceZ  21 : 01  NKJV). Who was pierced for our 

transgressions? In the cross of Jesus Christ, this prophecy was fulfilled.  
 

The most famous passage in the Old Testament about the crucifixion is 

found in Isaiah 53:4-10; "Surely He has borne our griefs and carried 

our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and 

afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised 

for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And 

by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We 

have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on 

Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet 

He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And 

as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth." " 

And they made His grave with the wicked— But with the rich at His 

death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His 

mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. 
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When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He 

shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in 

His hand" ( haiasI  35 : 01-9 ,7-4  NKJV). 

  

Daniël prophesied the following about Jesus Christ centuries before 

Jesus was born. Daniël 7:13,14; "“I was watching in the night visions, 

And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of 

heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near 

before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a 

kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, 

And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed" ( leinaD  7: -31

41  NKJV). Because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

power, dominion and glory were given to Him, and Jesus referred to 

Himself as the Son of Man on many occasions while He walked the 

earth.  
 

Jesus Christ rose on the third day from the dead.  

Hosea 6:2 "Come, and let us return to the LORD; For He has torn, but 

He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up. After two days 

He will revive us; On the third day He will raise us up, That we may 

live in His sight" ( aesoH  6: 2-1  NKJV). The fact that Jesus rose on the 

third day was a fulfillment of this prophecy. 
 

-- Scriptures in the Psalms  

Psalm 22:2,16-19; "O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not 

hear; And in the night season, and am not silent." 

"My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue clings to My 

jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death. For dogs have 

surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They 

pierced My hands and My feet; I can count all My bones. They look 

and stare at Me. They divide My garments among them, And for My 

clothing they cast lots" ( smlasP  22 : 81-51 ,2  NKJV). It is obvious that 

David didn't speak about himself in this Psalm but about Someone else. 

That Someone was Jesus Christ. Jesus' hands and feet were pierced in 

death. 
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After Pentecost Peter quoted Psalm 16:8-10 to prove that the 

resurrection of Christ was a fulfillment of this Psalm. 

Psalm 16:8-10; "I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is 

at my right hand I shall not be moved. Therefore, my heart is glad, and 

my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. For You will not 

leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see 

corruption" ( smlasP  61 : 01-8  NKJV). Jesus didn't go to hell after His 

death to fight the devil! Before Jesus died, he said: "into Your hands I 

give My spirit." Meaning Jesus was united to the Father immediately 

after He died.  
 

Psalm 69:7-9 "Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; Shame 

has covered my face. I have become a stranger to my brothers, And an 

alien to my mother’s children; Because zeal for Your house has eaten 

me up, And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on 

me" ( smlasP  96 : 9-7  NKJV). When Jesus died on the cross, the 

reproaches against God fell on Jesus. He bore our sins in His body on 

the tree.  
 

Psalm 110:1,2,4 "The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 

Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” The LORD shall send the 

rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies". 

"The LORD has sworn and will not relent, “You are a priest forever 

According to the order of Melchizedek.” ( smlasP  011 : 4 ,2-1  NKJV). 

After Jesus' resurrection and ascension, Jesus sat at the right hand of 

the Father and became the everlasting High Priest of those who will be 

saved. This prophecy came into fulfillment in Christ's glorification.  
 

-- Christ must open your mind, to believe that Jesus rose from the dead. 

The natural man cannot accept the resurrection e.g. atheists, agnostics, 

Muslims. As the Scriptures said in Luke 24, Jesus opened the disciples' 

minds to understand the Scriptures. And when Jesus expounded the 

Scriptures to the Emmaus-travelers their hearts were burning within 

them! Jesus probably expounded the Scriptures to the disciples as well 

and in so doing opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. Only 

AFTER Jesus did that, did they comprehend the Scriptures and 

consequently believed! 
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Why is this important? Why did God give us the Scriptures? God 

preserved the Scriptures for us through the centuries for a reason! The 

crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ were planned by God 

before time and the world existed! It's called the covenant of 

redemption (Revelation 13:8; 1 Peter 1:18-20). God knew that Adam 

and Eve would sin in the garden of Eden! That is why He gave the first 

prophecy after the fall of man and why He gave so many prophecies 

over the centuries through the holy prophets. God worked everything 

according to His wise counsel through the centuries, with much care 

and precision so that we might believe that God is God and working 

everything for the believers good! There is a great Mastermind behind 

our existence, dear friend, an extremely intelligent Being, working 

behind the scenes, all the time! God gave all these prophecies through 

the centuries and then fulfilled more than 300 of them in Jesus Christ 

so that we would believe in Christ and the Scriptures! Miracles are all 

good and well, but our faith is not only built on miracles but on the 

testimony of fulfilled prophecies through the centuries, given by the 

Holy Spirit, through faithful men (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21-22). 

Only God knows the end from the beginning, and the fact that we have 

so many fulfilled prophecies demonstrates the omnipotence, wisdom 

and plan of God with the human race and with His elect!  He is the one 

who sovereignly controls everything in time and space. God worked 

out His redemptive purposes with mankind through the centuries with 

much precision and care and made it known to us. The Bible stands 

alone among all the religions of the world when it comes to fulfilled 

prophecies. Like I said before, more than 300 prophecies came into 

fulfillment in the life, death, resurrection and glorification of Jesus 

Christ and about 2000 other prophecies in the Old Testament have 

already come into fulfillment! The Bible is in a class of its own! The 

fact that all these things came to pass should create in us an unwavering 

faith in the all-sufficiency of God and Scripture.   

 

3. Jesus gave the Command and Task to the disciples 

-- "Repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in His 

Name" (verse 47). 

Note that REPENTANCE and forgiveness of sins should be preached 

in Jesus' Name! 
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Many people would want us to believe that we must "just believe." 

They say "Sola Fide!" But they don't understand without Biblical 

repentance there is no saving faith! They are like two sides of the same 

coin! You can't separate them! You can't believe in God without turning 

from your sins and idols! Faith without repentance won’t work! 

Everywhere in the Old and New Testament we hear the cry of the 

prophets and the apostles and Jesus: "Repent and believe the gospel!" 

And we need faith in JESUS CHRIST! Not faith in faith, like the 'word 

of faith' movement, want us to believe! We cannot speak things into 

existence! We cannot create faith! Saving faith is given to us by God! 

And Jesus Christ is the one who saves! Not our faith and no other thing 

or doctrine! (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). There is salvation in no other 

Name, given among men under heaven! Forgiveness of sins comes only 

after repentance and putting your trust in Christ Jesus alone! That is the 

gospel that we should preach! Jesus died, bore the wrath of God, 

satisfied His justice, died in our stead and rose from the dead, defeating 

sin, Satan, hell and death! 

 

-- It should be preached to all nations "ethnos" (verse 47) 

This gospel is not only meant for some ethnic groups e.g. the Zulu's or 

the English. The word 'nations' in this portion means literally "ethne," 

meaning ethnic groups. God WILL have people among EVERY tribe, 

nation and ethnic group under the sun (Revelation 5:9;7:9). And the 

task Jesus gave His disciples 2000 years ago is still relevant for the 

church today. The task to preach the gospel is given for ALL disciples 

of Jesus Christ throughout all the centuries. If you have a mouth to 

speak and feet to walk then, God is calling you to proclaim HIS gospel 

wherever He sends you! You don't have to be a full-time evangelist or 

have some special gifting. God equips the called! He doesn't call the 

equipped! The gospel shouldn't only be lived out. That is of cardinal 

importance. We must live lives that honor God, we must live holy lives, 

but Jesus said: proclaim the gospel! Not 'preach everywhere and when 

necessary, use words' that slogan is unbiblical! Don't just stand there, 

preach! Open your mouth when the opportunity arises! Off course 

people will ridicule you, insult you and say all kinds of evil against 

you! But should that stop us? That didn't stop the early church or the 

church in China the past 60 years! Persecution there will be as Jesus 
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promised! Mission agencies make it clear that there are still 3 billion 

people on the face of the earth that don't know the true gospel! Of the 

12000 distinct ethnic groups on the earth 4000 are classified as least 

reached people groups! That means in 4000 people groups the church 

is not big enough to evangelize the whole people group! Jesus said: this 

gospel must be preached to ALL ethnic groups and every creature 

under the sun (Mark 16:15). Are you involved? 

  

-- The disciples were (literal) and the believers today are (spiritual) 

witnesses 

The disciples along with 500 other brethren saw Jesus physically with 

their own eyes after His resurrection in a resurrected body according to 

1 Corinthians 15:3-7. Thomas said he will not believe unless he puts 

his fingers in the wounds of Jesus. After he saw Jesus, Jesus said to 

him: "Blessed are those who do not see and yet believe" (John 20:29). 

Jesus referred to those who would not see Him physically in a 

resurrected body and to us, of course, because none of us, saw Him as 

they did. Jesus said to His disciples: "you are witnesses of these things." 

But are not all believers in Christ witnesses of Him as well? Everyone 

who is born again, who believes in Christ as Savior and Lord is a 

witness of His saving power and His power to forgive sins. Everyone 

who is born of the Holy Spirit is a witness of the miracle of the new 

birth and the abiding Holy Spirit! Don't say you are not a witness! Did 

Jesus not save you from any sin? Some people have been saved from 

drug and alcohol addictions, like me, others from sex-addictions, others 

from idolatry and ancestral worship, and others from legalism and 

Pharisaism, which in a way is the worst bondage of all! Every believer 

in Christ has a story to tell the world, and are witnesses for Christ! 

  

-- The power and Gift and from above are promised to accomplish 

the task  

Jesus said to His disciples: "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father 

upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with 

power from on high” (Verse 49). 

Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit. He was the power from above. And 

we know the story: the Holy Spirit came down at Pentecost and 

baptized every one of the disciples and filled them with joy, boldness, 
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and power! Believer in Christ, has Christ empowered you to be His 

witness? We know that without the Holy Spirit we can do nothing. And 

we know that all believers have the Holy Spirit, don't they (1 

Corinthians 12:3)? But the command in Scripture is clear! We must be 

filled continually with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) to be effective in 

God's service! If we quench and grieve the Holy Spirit, we will be 

ineffective in His service. The disciples had to wait for the power from 

on high! Are you continually waiting on God to be filled and to be 

empowered for His service and to be His witness? 

  

Jesus died! 

Jesus is risen indeed! 

The tomb is empty! 

Christ appeared to the disciples in a glorified, indestructible body! 

Christ fulfilled the Scriptures! 

Christ gave us a task to complete! 

Go therefore and proclaim the gospel! 

Forgiveness of sins is available! 

The power of death, Satan, sin and hell have been decisively 

broken! 

Peace be to you! 

There is shalom for all those who turn from their sins and trust in 

the Savior! 
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2.12 Infallible proofs, Misplaced expectations and Jesus' 

priorities  

The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both 

to do and teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He 

through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom 

He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His 

suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty 

days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And 

being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart 

from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He 

said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but 

you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, 

“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He 

said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 

Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 

taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they 

looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men 

stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken 

up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him 

go into heaven.” ( stcA  1: 11-1  NKJV). 

 

Introduction 

On Thursday Christians, across the world, celebrated the ascension of 

Jesus Christ into heaven. We are going to look today at Jesus' last words 

just before He went back to heaven and sat at the right hand of the 

Father in power. Jesus has now the most powerful position in the 

Universe. As it is written in Philippians 2:9-11: "....Therefore God also 

has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 

name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 

heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that 

every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father" ( snaippilihP  2: 11-9  NKJV). 
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In the context of who Jesus is, let's look at our passage: 

 

1. Infallible proofs and Jesus' promise 

 

-- Jesus is risen indeed! Our text says "that Jesus presented Himself 

alive after His death with "many infallible proofs" -- We who believe 

in Christ have a living hope-- We are not like the world who wonder 

what will happen when we die. We don't have to 'umm' and 'ahh' when 

people ask us what happens after death. 1 Peter 1:3 says: "Blessed be 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" ( reteP I  1:3 NKJV). 

-- Our text says that Jesus presented Himself over 40 days to His 

disciples with "many infallible proofs." Question: What are these 

infallible proofs? We know many people in today's world do not 

believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, nor in the resurrection of the 

dead! Why do the Scriptures say: "infallible proofs?” Infallible 

according to the Oxford dictionary means "proof that cannot be 

wrong." 

--Firstly Jesus appeared to many after His resurrection. Thomas, the 

Emmaus-travelers, His eleven disciples and more than 500 people 

SAW Him after His death. In other words, there were eye-witnesses of 

His resurrection. 1 Corinthians 15:3-7 reads: "For I delivered to you 

first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose 

again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen 

by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that, He was seen by over five 

hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the 

present, but some have fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, 

then by all the apostles. Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by 

one born out of due time" ( snaihtniroC I  51 : 8 ,6-3  NKJV). In other 

words, when Paul wrote this letter there were many eyewitnesses who 

could testify to the fact that they saw Jesus after He was resurrected. If 

the law of God said everything will be established by two or three 

witnesses, and we have more than 500 witnesses of Jesus' resurrection, 

then we have hundreds of infallible proofs! 
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--Secondly many touched Jesus' resurrected body (John 20:11-29). He 

was not a ghost.  

--Thirdly He even ate fish in front of His disciples (Luke 24:37-45; 

John 21:12-15 ). This verifies the fact that He was not a spirit. The 

scriptures make it clear that these things prove that Jesus really was 

resurrected from the dead! Along with 2000 years of church-history 

and millions of believers and what you get is a world-wide movement 

of people who claim that Jesus rose from the dead based on what the 

Scriptures teach! These facts are astonishing! 

 

-- The promise--Jesus promised that He would baptize His disciples 

with the Holy Spirit. Even John the Baptist witnessed the following 

about Jesus three years before, at the onset of Jesus' ministry: "And 

John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 

like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He 

who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the 

Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with 

the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of 

God” ( nhoJ  1: 43-23  NKJV). Now here in verse 4 Jesus reiterates what 

John prophesied about Himself: "He said, ‘you have heard from Me; 

for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now." The baptism which we as 

believers in Christ and Reformed believers should fight over is not 

infant or believers baptism, but the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

Although I believe that believers baptism is more scriptural, there are 

many believers of God who will be in heaven, e.g. Martin Luther, 

Jonathan Edwards, Martin Lloyd Jones, Andrew Murray, etc. who 

believed in infant baptism. In fact, millions of believers in Christ will 

be in heaven who have not undergone water baptism as adults after they 

believed. But no one will see heaven without the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not a second blessing as some 

people believe. There is much confusion about this even of people in 

Reformed circles. I was for years confused about this. I have been part 

of Pentecostal churches, Holiness movements and off course in Dutch 

Reformed churches before. Many in Pentecostal churches would say 

that if you don't speak in tongues, you do not have the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit. Many in the Pentecostal church distinguish between 
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having the Holy Spirit and being baptized with the Holy Spirit, which 

they call the second blessing! And when they speak about being 

baptized in the Holy Spirit they refer to having the ability to speak in 

tongues. Speaking in other languages heavenly or earthly is not the 

definitive sign of being born of the Holy Spirit and being baptized with 

the Holy Spirit. It is debatable if speaking in tongues is still operative 

in our day, now that we have the Scriptures! But if it is possible, it is 

not the definitive sign of being baptized in the Holy Spirit! 1 

Corinthians 12:11,27-31 says: "But one and the same Spirit works all 

these things (speaking of the gifts) distributing to each one individually 

as He wills." "Now you are the body of Christ, and members 

individually. And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, 

second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 

healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. Are all apostles? 

Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all 

have gifts of healings? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But 

earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent 

way” ( snaihtniroC I  21 : 13-72 ,11  NKJV). Although not all those things 

mentioned in this text are still for us (e.g., apostles), it is clear that the 

Holy Spirit says not all have the same gifts and that the Holy Spirit 

gives as HE wills! Much of what is going around in Pentecostal and 

Charismatic churches under the guise of "speaking in tongues" is just, 

baby talk, wishful thinking, and gibberish. I can share this with you 

because I have been around in Pentecostal churches and so have many 

of you who are listening to me. You know what I am talking about. I 

have been commanded to speak in tongues by pastors, although nothing 

that came out of my mouth was of the Holy Spirit. As I understand 

Scripture, there is not really a difference between being born of the 

Spirit and being baptized with the Holy Spirit! It all refers to being 

owned by the Holy Spirit, to become God's possession, to be His 

property!  
 

-- God baptizes ALL His children. 1 Corinthians 12:13 declares: "For 

by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body— whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into 

one Spirit." And in 1 Corinthians 12:3 it is stated: "Therefore I make 

known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus 

accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 
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Spirit" ( snaihtniroC I  21 :3 NKJV). And how do we become part of the 

body of Christ? By being born again!! And faith in Christ and 

repentance towards God is the evidence of that event! As one preacher 

said: "It's like when you light a match. Which comes first, the light or 

the heat of the flame? The light of course. But when there is light, there 

is heat as well. So it works with being born again. Being born of the 

Holy Spirit is the light. It comes first. But where there is light there is 

heat as well! The heat is saving faith! If you are born again, you will 

have saving faith! 

-- Being born of the Holy Spirit and being baptized in the Holy Spirit 

is used interchangeably in the New Testament. Some commentators 

would say that being filled with the Spirit and being baptized with the 

Holy Spirit are used interchangeably especially in the book of Acts. But 

are we baptized with the Spirit continually? No, we should be filled 

with the Spirit continuously and regularly, because we as believers 

grieve and quench the Spirit often by disobedience and sin 

(Ephesians 5:18).  So, believer in Christ, if you are born again you have 

been baptized by the Holy Spirit! And you who know about Jesus and 

are convinced that you do not have the Spirit of God, look to Jesus! 

Repent of your sins, and believe in Jesus Christ as your only Lord and 

Savior and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit! As Peter said to the 

people at Pentecost 2000 years ago: "Repent, and let every one of you 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and 

you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you 

and your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our 

God will call” ( stcA  2: 93-83  NKJV). 

 

3. The disciples' misplaced expectations 

-- Back to our text: The disciples thought they were going to reign with 

Jesus over the tribes of Judah. In fact, Jesus promised the disciples this 

before His crucifixion. In Luke 22 we read Jesus saying: "But you are 

those who have continued with Me in My trials. And I bestow upon 

you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, that you may 

eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging 

the twelve tribes of Israel.” ( ekuL  22 : 03-82  NKJV). This was Judas 

Iscariot's expectation as well. But when He realized Jesus was not the 

political Messiah He hoped for; He betrayed Jesus. The disciples had 
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this expectation, to rule over Israel probably immediately after the 

resurrection. We can understand therefore why the disciples had the 

following question: Verse 6,7 "Therefore, when they had come 

together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at THIS time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?". The disciples thought now is the time to rule 

with Jesus over the tribes of Israel. They had a certain expectation, but 

it was not the right time! Jesus had other plans: we read of that in 

Romans 11. Paul reveals a mystery to us: "For I do not desire, brethren, 

that you should be ignorant of this mystery lest you should be wise in 

your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 

fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved 

(Romans 11 : 62-52  NKJV). It was not the time of Israel, and it still isn't. 

It is the time that the Gentiles hear the gospel and that many be saved!  
 

-- We as disciples of Jesus also have expectations about Jesus. Many of 

them are misplaced and unrealistic as well. Especially when we come 

to faith in Jesus. Some of us were taught God is going to heal us of all 

our diseases, or that Jesus is a means to make us rich, or that Jesus is a 

means to make us successful. Or that Jesus is a means to have a 

spectacular ministry. We think Jesus is primarily there to do stuff for 

us. Good stuff. We were promised that Jesus will heal our marriage, 

give us good jobs, make all our problems go away! Increase our bank 

balance! We were told that Jesus will sort out all our problems, all our 

family problems. As the Bumper sticker says: "Jesus is the answer!" 

-- But along the way, believers in Christ hit reality. False believers hit 

reality as well. We are confronted with UNAVOIDABLE 

disappointment. People cheat you, steal from you, insult you, and 

ridicule you because you follow Jesus. Your family problems don't go 

away. Your family problems get worse! You don't get rich as you 

thought you would! Your bank balance doesn’t increase as expected, 

because of Jesus! At times, you don't have enough money. God doesn't 

heal ALL your diseases! In fact, the older you get your body starts 

decaying and giving you more problems! People persecute you. You 

struggle. You suffer. Family members die before they reach old age. 

Divorce takes place. Friends of yours get raped. Molestation in the 

family occur. Family members get addicted to drugs etc. Things don't 

go as you planned or as you have expected. You realize Jesus is not like 

a magic genie, which you can rub and after asking and pleading real 



 

100 
 

hard, all your wishes come true!! And many a believer’s reaction: 

"Why didn't anyone tell me Christianity is so hard?" And what happens 

to many a believer and false believer? They blame God! They point the 

finger at God! They get furious with God! Many turn their backs on 

God and say: Christianity is not for me! They say: "Why does God 

allow all the suffering, heartache, Aids, earthquakes, human 

trafficking, abortion, incurable diseases, etc. People have misplaced, 

wrong and unrealistic expectations about Jesus, life, and Christianity!  

-- But whose fault is it that the world is as it is? Is God the author of 

sin? Is God to blame for your sin? Certainly not! Would there be 

suffering and sickness and sin if it was not for the fall of man? Yes, 

God allowed it to take place, and now God is in control of all these 

things and uses it for the believers' good. But sin and the devastation it 

brings, cannot be attributed to God! We are the ones who are at fault. 

We are hell-bent sinners in need of grace and mercy!  

-- In the turmoil of life God tests us. Our faith gets refined. God puts us 

through the crucible. We get put through the fire of affliction and 

suffering to see if our faith is genuine (1 Peter 1:3-11).  

We read in 1 Peter 1:6-7 "In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 

little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the 

genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that 

perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and 

glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ" ( reteP I  1: 7-6  NKJV). 
 

--And those false believers who came to Christ for wealth, health, and 

prosperity, those who came for the gifts of God and not for God 

Himself, fall away. We see this truth in the parable of the Sower. The 

temptations and tribulations make the seed of the word of no effect. 

And the riches and cares and the pleasures of life choke the seed of the 

word, and it becomes unfruitful! And what is worse is that the false 

expectations and promises that false teachers gave them make them 

inoculated against Christ, Christians, and His kingdom. 

-- Friend, do you have realistic expectations about Jesus Christ? Have 

you counted the cost of being a disciple of Jesus Christ? Jesus said we 

must count the cost! As one preacher said: "Salvation is a gift, but His 

glory will cost you everything!"  

RC Sproul said: "Salvation is free, but is not cheap!"  
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Salvation cost Jesus Everything! Yes believers are kings with Jesus 

Christ, and yes, believers will reign with Him on the new heavens and 

earth, and yes, believers are seated in heavenly places right now, 

(Ephesians 2:6) and yes, believers are joint-heirs with Christ, but 

believers are not in paradise yet.  

The disciples didn't go to glory just after Jesus went to heaven, they 

still had to carry their crosses daily, and they still had to suffer for His 

Name sake. All the apostles, except John, died as martyrs. And so it 

will be for us. We will not all die as martyrs, but we will all suffer for 

the Name of Christ. "If we suffer with Him, we will reign with Him" 2 

Timothy 2:12. It is unavoidable! "All who desire to live godly in Christ 

Jesus will suffer persecution! (2 Timothy 3:12). Jesus said: "A servant 

is not greater than his Master. If they persecuted Me, they will persecute 

you" (John 15:20). 

4. Jesus' exhortation, priorities and assurance 

 

-- Jesus' priorities look different from ours. He looks at the global 

picture. Our eyes are fixed on our position in His kingdom. We want to 

make a name for ourselves. We want to be known. It is today the same. 

Many people also still look at Israel and is concerned about the end 

times. In a sense, they also ask: "Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel." "Look at ISIS, radical Islam, secular humanism, the 

degeneracy in Western society, etc. People, God's people, many of 

them are preoccupied with end time’s theology (eschatology). When 

you meet them, it is all they can talk about. I have met many Christians 

who are obsessed with "end times" theology. Not that end time’s 

theology is unimportant. The truth is important. But they are obsessed 

with the question: "When will the end come?" One Christian I knew 

had a monthly newsletter called: "The End Bulletin." He gave it out 

way back in 1999. He was convinced of the fact that the end will come 

in 1999. He convinced me! I wanted to flee into the hills. I was waiting 

for the anti- Christ to be revealed at any time! Thank God I got out of 

the grip of end-times madness! I am not sure where he is now. I seem 

to bump into these kinds of people all the time. We Christians look 

locally. Many times we are narrow-minded. We are obsessed with 

Israel and when the end will come. Also, we Christians are many times 
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obsessed with our own people, our own-own country. We should off-

course not ignore our familial and local responsibilities!  

-- But Listen to Jesus' exhortation to His disciples: verse 7 “It is not for 

you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own 

authority." Jesus is concerned with more than Israel! He is concerned 

with the Gentiles, the unbelieving nations, with the elect that has to 

come in from the corners of the earth! He wants the gospel to go out! 

Listen to Acts 1:8 again: "BUT you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses to Me in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Not or, or, but and, and. Yes, we should start at Jerusalem. Our 

Jerusalem is Kempton Park; Our Judea is the cities in Gauteng. Our 

Samaria is South Africa, and our ends of the earth are: "the ends of the 

earth", Africa, Asia, etc. Jesus directed the disciples' attention to the 

task at hand, to the unbelieving nations around Israel and the ends of 

the earth! Jesus' priorities look different from ours! 

 

-- Jesus gave the disciples assurance. Jesus said His disciples will 

receive power "Greek: dumanis" to complete His task. They would 

receive dynamite! Jesus promised the abiding Holy Spirit. And they 

received Him didn't they! God has given His church in every generation 

the power and joy of the Holy Spirit to complete His mission. Without 

His power, His continual filling, His joy within believers, they will not 

be able to finish His task. 

-- Jesus said to His disciples:"you shall be My witnesses" And Jesus 

says this to all his disciples: You shall be MY witnesses. Not witnesses 

of how much material blessings you received, or how big a church 

building God gave you. Jesus said you will be witnesses of Jesus 

Christ!!! Witnesses!! Talking is going to take place! Are you a witness 

for Christ? Jesus said in Mark 8:38 "For what will it profit a man if he 

gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? For whoever is ashamed 

of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him, 

the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of 

His Father with the holy angels”( kraM  8: 83 ,63  NKJV).  
 

-- Witnessing is not an option for a believer! You are either for or 

against Jesus. There is no middle ground with Jesus! "Marturia" is the 

Greek word for witnessing. Martyrdom is what the early church faced 
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by witnessing! Martyrdom is what thousands of Christians are facing 

every year in the Middle East, North Africa and across the world. Are 

we willing to be martyrs for Christ? In the high school, in your 

neighborhood, in your family? What does your testimony for Jesus cost 

you? What have you suffered for the name of Christ? We have no real 

comprehension what our brothers in Syria, Iraq, North Korea are 

suffering for the Name of Christ!  

 

I came across this parable in one of Ray Comfort's books: It is a rebuke 

to the lukewarm church in every generation and lukewarm members in 

the church of Christ!  

 

The Parable of the Fishless Fishermen Fellowship: 

 The fishermen were surrounded by streams and lakes full of hungry 

fish. They met regularly to discuss their call to fish, the abundance of 

fish, and the thrill of catching fish. They got excited about fishing! 

Someone suggested that they needed a philosophy of fishing, so they 

carefully defined and redefined fishing and the purpose of fishing. They 

developed fishing strategies and tactics. Then they realized that they 

had been going at it backward. They had approached fishing from the 

point of view of the fisherman, and not from the point of view of the 

fish. How do fish view the world? How does the fisherman appear to 

the fish? What do fish eat, and when? These are all good things to 

know. So they began research studies and attended conferences on 

fishing. Some traveled to faraway places to study different kinds of fish 

with different habits. Some got doctorates in fishology. But no one had 

yet gone fishing. So a committee was formed to send out fishermen. As 

prospective fishing places outnumbered fishermen, the committee 

needed to determine priorities. A priority list of fishing places was 

posted on bulletin boards in all of the fellowship halls. But still, no one 

was fishing. A survey was launched to find out why. Most did not 

answer the survey, but from those who did, it was discovered that some 

felt called to study fish, a few to furnish fishing equipment, and several 

to go around encouraging the fishermen. What with meetings, 

conferences, and seminars, they just simply didn’t have time to fish. 

Now, Jake was a newcomer to the Fisherman’s Fellowship. After one 

stirring meeting of the Fellowship, he went fishing and caught a large 
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fish. At the next meeting, he told his story and was honored for his 

catch. He was told that he had a special “gift of fishing.” He was then 

scheduled to speak at all the Fellowship chapters and tell how he did it. 

With all the speaking invitations and his election to the board of 

directors of the Fisherman’s Fellowship, Jake no longer had time to go 

fishing. But soon he began to feel restless and empty. He longed to feel 

the tug on the line once again. So he canceled the speaking, he resigned 

from the board, and he said to a friend, “Let’s go fishing.” They did, 

just the two of them, and they caught fish. 

The members of the Fisherman’s Fellowship were many, the fish were 

plentiful, but the fishers were few! —Anonymous 

 

5. How do I get my priorities in line with Jesus'?  

 

Here are three suggestions:  

-- Give time in prayer not only for yourself and your family but for the 

12000 ethnic groups in the world. Get Operation World and pray 

through it! 

-- Give finances for the work of missions and frontier missions. For 

those who haven't heard the true gospel. Local... Yes... But further 

afield. Read gospel, Christ-centered newsletters. 

-- Be a daily witness for Christ, at work, at home, and wherever you 

travel. Look out for opportunities to be a witness! Make disciples.  

1) Have your testimony ready. How God saved you from your sins and 

God's wrath! 

2) Testify about the inerrancy, infallibility, and sufficiency of the Holy 

Scriptures contained in the 66 Books of the Bible. God has spoken to 

us in history. He can be known! 

3) Testify about Jesus' divinity, His perfect righteousness, His 

substitutionary death on the cross, His resurrection and His ascension 

into heaven! 

4) Warn people about the Second Coming of Christ and the coming 

Judgement. Verse 9-11 

 

How do your priorities look like in the light of eternity? Did your 

misplaced and unrealistic expectations about Jesus and His kingdom 

shift your focus from what Jesus wants to what you want? May God 
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help us to escape from self-centeredness to God-centeredness. May 

God help us to flee from self-preoccupation to God's mission-

preoccupation. Jesus said: Acts 1:8 "But you SHALL receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 

Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth.” Jesus conquered the grave! Jesus ascended to heaven! Acts 1:9-

11 records the following: "Now when He had spoken these things while 

they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their 

sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, 

behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men 

of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner 

as you saw Him go into heaven.” ( stcA  1:  .)11-9  

 

--Jesus is coming again! Just as the Angels assured the women at the 

empty tomb about the reality of Jesus' resurrection, so two angels 

assured the disciples, that just as they saw Him going with a cloud into 

heaven, so Jesus will come again on a cloud for judgment.  

Jesus is assuredly going to judge the living and the dead as assuredly 

as He went to His Father in heaven and sat at His right hand. Jesus is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and every knee shall bow, and 

every tongue shall confess that He is Lord! For many it will be too late. 

 

Jesus presented Himself to His disciples in a resurrected body! 

Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit! 

Jesus is coming again on the clouds in judgment!  

Do your priorities correspond with Jesus'? 
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2.13 Jesus' Ascension and Intercession 

Why did Jesus Ascend into Heaven? What is the meaning of His 

Ascension? 

Texts: 

- “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, also believe in 

Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:1, 2 NKJV). 

- “Therefore, He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come 

to God through Him since He always lives to make intercession for 

them” (Hebrews 7:25 NKJV). 

- “Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 

Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is 

also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 

intercession for us” (Romans 8:33, 34 NKJV).  

- “But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that 

they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them Your 

word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, 

just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them 

out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. They 

are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by 

Your truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also 

have sent them into the world. And for their sakes, I sanctify Myself, 

that they also may be sanctified by the truth. “I do not pray for these 

alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 

that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that 

they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent 

Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they 

may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may 

be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have 

sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. “Father, I desire 

that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that 

they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved 

Me before the foundation of the world. O, righteous Father! The world 

has not known You, but I have known You, and these have known that 

You sent Me. And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare 
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it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in 

them” ( nhoJ  71 : 62-31  NKJV). 

 

Why did Jesus Ascend into Heaven? What is the meaning of His 

Ascension? 

  

1. Jesus went to heaven to prepare a place for His disciples. 

 

"In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you" (John 14:1, 2 NKJV) 

In 1 Corinthians 2:9 it is written: "no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what God has prepared for those who love Him." We cannot image the 

things that God has prepared for His children. 

--Jesus' ascension is about authority. He went to be seated at God's right 

hand. Jesus’ ascension prophesied in Psalm 110, “The LORD said to 

my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your 

footstool.” The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. 

Rule in the midst of Your enemies! Your people shall be volunteers in 

the day of Your power" (Psalms 011 : 3-1  NKJV). To be seated at God's 

right means that Jesus has the most powerful position in the Universe. 

Jesus is now the Sovereign Ruler of the heavens and the earth. Nothing 

happens without Him permission. No inch of heaven and earth does not 

belong to Him. No earthquake occurs, no natural disaster happens, no 

bird falls to the ground without Him knowing about it and Him 

allowing it to happen!  
 

-- All authority has been given to Jesus Christ. Matthew 28:18 states: 

"And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Matthew 28:18 NKJV). 

1 Peter 3:22 reads: "...Jesus....who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made 

subject to Him” (I Peter 3:22 NKJV). 

- Jesus Christ has the most powerful position in the Universe. "...which 

He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him 

at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and 

power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 

in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under 

His feet and gave Him to be head over all things to the church" 
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(Ephesians 1:20-22 NKJV). We shouldn't be troubled when we look at 

circumstances and when things don't go our way. One day every knee 

will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

Philippians 2:9-11 states: " Therefore God also has highly exalted Him 

and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 

earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" ( snaippilihP  

2: 11-9  NKJV). The whole world will be judged by Jesus. All atheists, 

all secular humanist, all dictators and corrupt government officials, all 

Islamic Jihadists will bow before Jesus... For many it will be a bow in 

defeat without any salvation to look forward to.. 
 

Psalm 2:6-9 reads "Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion.” 

“I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations 

for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 

You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces 

like a potter’s vessel” ( smlasP  2: 9-6  NKJV). 

 

-- Jesus Christ is the Sovereign Ruler of not only the earth but of the 

Universe. Nothing happens without His permission. The devil is on a 

leash. He can only do what God permits. The same applies to human 

beings, born again and not born again. Jesus is on His throne guiding 

the nations, governing the nations, upholding everything by the word 

of his power (Hebrews 1:3). His ascension is about authority.  

And because Jesus Christ is in heaven, He prepares eternal dwelling 

places for His disciples, for His own people that cannot be destroyed! 

Jesus Christ is preparing eternal dwelling places for His people.  

Isaiah states: "The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect 

of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever. My people will 

dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet resting 

places” ( haiasI  23 : 81-71  NKJV). 

  

2. How does Jesus prepare a place for His disciples?  

 

Does Jesus build houses and palaces with gold and silver and precious 

stones? Revelation tells us something about heaven. Revelation 21,  
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"And he (John) carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high 

mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, 

descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her light 

was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also, 

she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at 

the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve 

tribes of the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on 

the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. Now 

the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names 

of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. The construction of its wall was of 

jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of 

the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the 

first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, 

the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh 

chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 

eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were 

twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of 

the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. But I saw no temple in it, 

for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city had 

no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God 

illuminated it. The Lamb is its light." (Revelation 12 : 32-81 ,41-01  

NKJV). 

But what is the main attraction in heaven? The streets of gold and the 

pearly gates or God, Jesus Christ? Jesus is preparing a place for His 

disciples in heaven, but the question arises. Isn’t it prepared already? 

Or is Jesus perhaps more concerned about preparing us for that place? 

Some people are obsessed about how heaven is going to look like. 

There are some people who claim to have seen heaven and who have 

gone there with angels or even with Jesus Himself. Many of these 

stories are frauds...  Paul the apostle, who was taken to heaven wasn't 

allowed to speak of the things he saw there!  We read of that in 2 

Corinthians 11:1-7. 

 

-- Jesus is preparing us for heaven by praying for us. He is doing 

intersession for us. The word intercession means to plead for us, to pray 

for us, to plead in favor for our case!  What an advocate is doing in a 

court of law, is what Jesus is doing in heaven specifically for His 
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chosen ones! Romans 8:33 reveals: "Who shall bring a charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is 

Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right 

hand of God, who also makes intercession for us” (Romans 8:33, 34 

NKJV). And Hebrews 7:25 reads: "Therefore He is also able to save to 

the uttermost those who come to God through Him since He always 

lives to make intercession for them." Jesus is pleading for all believers! 

Jesus is our Advocate in heaven. He pleads for us. John writes: "My 

little children, these things I write to you so that you may not sin. And 

if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. And Jesus is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 

only but also for the whole world" ( nhoJ I  2: 2-1  NKJV). Jesus prays on 

the basis of His work on the cross. The wrath of God has been removed 

(propitiation) for those who believe. Because of His finished work, His 

Advocacy and intercession has power and will have its desired effect. 

 

--When is he praying? Hebrews 7:25 says He is ALWAYS 

praying! 24/7. The Bible says God never sleeps. Psalm 121 states: "He 

will not allow your foot to be moved; He who keeps you will not 

slumber. Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD is your keeper; The LORD is your shade at your right hand. 

The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; He shall preserve your 

soul" (Psalms 121 : 7 ,5-3  NKJV). Do you have that vision of Jesus, 

believer in Christ? Jesus who never stops praying for those who come 

to Him! This of course doesn't mean believers should stop praying! In 

fact, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ intercede within us and 

compels us to pray (Romans 8:26). But what an encouragement to 

know that Jesus prays for all believers and the world!  
 

-- For whom is Jesus praying? He is praying for those the Father is 

giving Him. "I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those 

whom You have given Me, for they are Yours." “I do not pray for these 

alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word" 

(John 17:9, 20 NKJV). 

-- Jesus is praying for those the Father gives Him (John 6:37).  

--Jesus is praying for those who come to the Father through Him. "All 

that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to 

Me I will by no means cast out” (John 6:37 NKJV). 
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Both the words referring to "come" in the Greek in Hebrews 7:25 and 

John 6:37 is in the participial tense. That means it is not a once off act, 

but a continuous act... It can be translated as... “Those continually 

coming to God will be saved...and those who continue to come will be 

saved to the uttermost...Jesus said: "those who endure to the end will 

be saved.." (Mark 13:13). Jesus is praying for the elect, for those who 

would believe in the preaching of the gospel unto salvation. 

 

--"Therefore, He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come 

to God through Him since He always lives to make intercession for 

them." (Hebrews 7:25 NKJV). Jesus is praying for all the elect of God, 

who will repent of their sins and trust in Him as their only Savior and 

Lord! Jesus said: "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who 

will believe in Me through their word" (John 17:20). If you worry that 

you are not one of God's chosen ones, as some people worry about, then 

come to Jesus in faith and repentance! If you come to Him, you are one 

of the elect! Not only because you come to Him, but because the Father 

gave you to Jesus! 

    

3. What does Jesus pray? 

 

Firstly I must say that I don't know if we as humans are capable of 

knowing all the things that Jesus is praying for the church and the 

world, but what we do know is what is revealed in Scripture. What will 

follow is not an exhaustive list, just a few things that Jesus prayed while 

He was on earth and which we can assume He is praying in heaven as 

well! It is more like broad categories which He prays for, for those who 

come to Him.  

-- He is praying for believers' total salvation. Salvation to the 

uttermost. Hebrews 7:25.  "Therefore, He is also able to save to the 

uttermost (completely: Greek) those who come to God through Him 

since He always lives to make intercession for them." I take this to 

mean: total sanctification and for eventual glorification for all the 

believers.  

-- He is praying for the believers' sanctification or holiness. Jesus 

prayed: “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth." 

(John 17:17 NKJV). Believers’ sanctification takes place through the 
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truth and through the word. We are saved to the uttermost by 

sanctification through the Spirit, through the truth, through the word of 

God. Jesus prays that we meditate on the word of God (Psalm 1:1-4) 

and that we implant the word of God in our hearts. He prays that we 

hide the word of God in our hearts that we may not sin against Him 

(Psalm 119:9). We are sanctified and purified by the word of God. He 

prays that the word of God would sanctify us and transform us into His 

image! We cannot bypass Bible Study and meditation and think we are 

going to be sanctified! God ordained means by which we will be 

sanctified and that means is the word of God, the word of truth. 

-- Jesus is praying for the preachers of the gospel, that people would 

believe through the preaching of the word. Jesus said: "I do not pray 

for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 

word" (John 17:20). Salvation and sanctification happen through 

means, through gospel preachers preaching the word of God across the 

globe! Jesus is praying that His word would have God-glorifying and 

God-exalting effects!  

--He is praying for believers' protection and keeping against the evil 

one. Jesus prayed: "I do not pray that You should take them out of the 

world, but that You should keep them from the evil one" 

(John 17:15 NKJV) Jesus is not praying that we shouldn't get 

persecuted or that we shouldn't suffer because of temptation, tribulation 

or suffering because of Christ. He is praying that the temptation, 

tribulation and persecution we experience won't destroy our faith. He 

is praying that the devil doesn’t deceive us in believing that God is 

against us, because of the suffering and tribulation we are experiencing! 

Remember what Jesus said to Peter: "And the Lord said, “Simon, 

Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 

But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you 

have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren” ( ekuL  22 : 23-13  NKJV). 

 

-- Jesus is praying for believers' unity (oneness) amongst one 

another IN HIM. Jesus prayed: "that they all may be one, as You, 

Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that 

the world may believe that You sent Me. I in them, and You in Me; that 

they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that 

You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me” 

(John 17:21, 23 NKJV). Wherein does this unity lie? This question I 
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have asked myself over the years. Does it lie in doctrine? For sure we 

would say that no Christian can be a Christian that holds not to the 

Apostles ’ Creed? But what about Reformed doctrine? I am sure that 

we in this church feel much closer to believers of the Reformed faith, 

but even in the Reformed faith, there are dispensationalists, 

cessationists, continuationists, Reformed believers who believe in 

believers baptism, others in infant baptism etc. etc. But can we with all 

honesty say that we of a Reformed understanding of the Bible can only 

be one with Reformed believers? Even that would be difficult!! Is it 

possible to be one with an Arminian believer? Wesley and Whitfield 

seemed to get along, didn't they? Is it possible to get along with a 

Pentecostal believer that believes that you must speak in tongues to 

have the Holy Spirit? These are difficult questions! I believe, although 

every believer in Christ must have a certain understanding of God 

(doctrine) to be a believer, believers in Christ are one in Spirit and truth. 

We are one because of Jesus Christ. Unity should be in Jesus, in the 

Holy Spirit! What makes us one? Is it not the love that we have for one 

another and the Holy Spirit God has given to all believers? When Jesus 

prayed for unity among believers should we not work for unity in love 

and truth? The world will believe if they see the love that we have for 

one another regardless of the finer points of theological differences. 

Don't get me wrong! Theology is important! A correct understanding 

of God is important, but it is not more important than love! Love bears 

all things, and endures all things. Love even endures bad theology! I'm 

sure the leaders of the APC's (Africa Pastors Conferences) in Africa are 

aware of all the bad theology in Africa, yet many of the pastors in these 

churches are still Christians! Jesus prayed that we should be one, so 

should we! We are all growing in our understanding of God and the 

Bible and shouldn't despise people, who are Christians, who don't see 

everything as we see it. 

-- Jesus prays that believers may know His love. The love the Father 

has for Him. Jesus prayed: "And I have declared to them Your name, 

and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in 

them, and I in them” (John 17:26 NKJV). Jesus is praying that the love 

that exists between the Father and the Son be in the believers!! Infinite 

love between Father and the Son within the believer!! Amazing stuff! 
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Paul prayed by the Holy Spirit that believers would know the love of 

God that surpasses all understanding! (Ephesians 3:14-21).  

-- Jesus prays that believers may know and see his glory. "Father, I 

desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, 

that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You 

loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24 NKJV). In 

other words, Jesus is praying two things here: 1) that believers would 

be with Jesus where He will be, and that is in heaven. In other words, 

Jesus is praying for the glorification of believers. And secondly, He is 

praying that they may behold His glory. If we are not glorified, we 

won't be able to behold Jesus' glory!  

-- And the reasons why Jesus is praying these things is so that the world 

(the unbelievers who would believe) may believe in Him. So that all 

the elect of God may be gathered in through the ages.  

  

4. How do the prayers of Jesus have an effect in believers' lives? 

 

-- When Jesus was on earth He said the following: Acts 1:4 "And being 

assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, 

“you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you 

shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts 

1:4, 5 NKJV). 

-- If Jesus did not go to heaven the Holy Spirit would not have been 

given as an abiding reality! Jesus prayed that the Holy Spirit should 

stay with all believers! The prayers of Jesus only has a saving, 

sanctifying, protecting and unifying effect through the Holy Spirit! 

Jesus said: "And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another 

Helper, that He may abide with you forever— the Spirit of truth, whom 

the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; 

but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will 

not leave you orphans; I will come to you." (John 14:16-18 NKJV). 

 

It is told that a man and his little boy was standing in the kitchen one 

day. And the father was explaining to the boy that he should never 

touch the plate when it is hot and glowing red. The father told him he 

would surely burn himself horrible if he did so. He asked his son: "do 
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you understand, my son?" And his son said: "yes dad." Then the father 

left the kitchen to do something else, and the plate was still on. And the 

little boy went to it and stared at it. And he stared and stared. And what 

did he do? He touched it off course! What was his reaction when he 

touched the hot plate? He was screaming!! What is the difference 

between what the boy knew before he touched the hot plate and after 

he touched it? After he had touched it he KNEW it was hot by 

experience. Before he only knew it in his head. 

It is the same with us. We can know all these wonderful things about 

Jesus' ascension and that He is praying for His church, and not be 

touched by it. It will make no difference in our lives. But when we come 

to Jesus with our sins and confess it in truth, repent of our sins, and 

surrender our lives to His authority and touch the hot plate of His 

forgiveness, love and saving power, then we will KNOW that Jesus 

saves. Then we will experience His Holy Spirit. Then we will 

experience salvation.  

  

Do you experience the saving power of Jesus Christ? 

Do you experience the fact that He is sanctifying you?  

Sanctifying you through the truth?  

Sanctifying you through the word of God?  

Protecting your faith?  

Making you one with other believers?  

Imparting His love and glory into your soul?  

Is He Saving you from the power of sin?  

  

Hebrews 7:25 states: "And unto Him who is able to save you to the 

uttermost, to those who come to God through Jesus Christ, because He 

ALWAYS intercedes for them!" 
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2.14 Why Pentecost? The meaning of Pentecost! 

Acts 2:1-39 

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, 
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, 
and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
from every nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the 
multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone 
heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and 
marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak 
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in 
which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those 
dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we 
hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” 
So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“Whatever could this mean?” Others mocking said, “They are full of 
new wine.” But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice 
and said to them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and heed my words. For these are not drunk, as 
you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what 
was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, 
Your old men shall dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My 
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall 
prophesy. I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth 
beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned 
into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the 
great and awesome day of the LORD. And it shall come to pass That 
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whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.’ “Men of Israel, 
hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by 
miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your 
midst, as you yourselves also know— Him, being delivered by the 
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by 
lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He 
should be held by it. For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the 
LORD always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not 
be shaken. Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; 
moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. For You will not leave my soul 
in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. You have 
made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in 
Your presence.’ “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with 
us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to 
the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, 
foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that 
His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This 
Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore 
being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you 
now see and hear. “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he 
says himself: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I 
make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’ “Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Now when they heard this, they were 
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, 
and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar 
off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” ( stcA  2: 93-1  NKJV). 
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Introduction 
Pentecost means 50. In Old Israel, the Jewish people celebrated the 
"feast of weeks" or "feast of harvest" 50 days after Passover. So on the 
fiftieth day after Jesus Christ was crucified God gave His Holy Spirit to 
His people. The feast of weeks celebrated the first fruits of the land. 
The people that were converted at Pentecost were the first fruits of 
the Spirit. That meant they were the first people who received the 
abiding Holy Spirit in the history of mankind. The Holy Spirit came on 
this day to His people and was and is the first fruits of the believers’ 
inheritance in heaven. 

-- Verse 1 said that the disciples were together in one accord. If we 
want a work of the Spirit in our day we should learn from the apostles. 
We should be one in mind and soul. Unity among the brethren is a 
precious thing! God commands the blessing when there is unity. We 
see this truth clearly in Psalm 133) 

-- "There was a sound of a mighty rushing wind". The sound of a 
rushing wind reminds us of what Jesus said in John 3:3-9 when He 
spoke about how a person is being born from heaven, born of the Holy 
Spirit! The Holy Spirit wasn't yet given in Jesus’ time on earth as an 
abiding reality, although the disciples believed in Jesus as their Saviour 
and Lord. It was only after Jesus went to heaven that the Holy Spirit 
was given to His church as a permanent reality! The Holy Spirit was 
given! What happened at Pentecost was a fulfilment of many 
prophesies in the Old Testament. (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:26) 
etc. 

-- "There appeared upon the disciples divided tongues of fire and one 
sat on each of them". The fire of the Holy Spirit represented the 
baptism and filling of the Holy Spirit. “Cretans and Arabs—we hear 
them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” So 
they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“Whatever could this mean?” ( stcA  2: 21-11  NKJV). What were the 
wonderful works that the apostles spoke of? 

What was the meaning of what happened? Some mocked them! There 
was a misunderstanding about the Holy Spirit.  
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1. Why Pentecost? 

Peter explains what happened. 

-- What happened at Pentecost was a fulfilment of Prophecy in Joel 2: 
"And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour 
out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream 
dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour 
out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy." 

What is prophecy essentially?  Here are seven definitions: 

-- Speaking forth the great and wonderful deeds of God! 

-- Proclaiming to the world the word of God. 

-- Proclaiming the will and purposes of God for mankind! 

-- Warning the world of coming judgment and the need of repentance 
toward God! 

-- Speaking words of exhortation, edification, and comfort (1 
Corinthians 14:3).  

-- Proclaiming the way of salvation! 

-- The testimony of Jesus Christ is the spirit of prophecy (Revelation 
19:10) 

 -- The Holy Spirit was given to ALL peoples. In Genesis 1:28, "God said 
be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth." The human race was 
disobedient to fill the earth (Genesis 11:2-8). So God gave the world 
different languages and dispersed them across the face of the earth 
and so He fulfilled His purpose to fill the earth with people.  In Genesis 
12:1-3 God said that through Abraham all the families (all nations; all 
peoples) of the earth will be blessed. Now at Pentecost we see that 
God gave the apostles (other known languages) the ability to speak 
different languages they themselves did not understand! The apostles 
spoke languages other people could understand! God had a message 
for the nations! Before Pentecost the Spirit could not be given in this 
way, because God's redeeming work had not been accomplished! But 
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after God's redeeming work was finished to reconcile the world to 
Himself, through Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit could not, not be given! 

-- The end is coming! Verse 19,20. Says: "I will show wonders in heaven 
above and signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD". 
Pentecost meant good news for God’s people! God wants to be 
reconciled to the peoples of the earth, but there is bad news as well. 
Judgment is coming! "The great and awesome day of the Lord is 
coming! And not all peoples will be ready for that day! Judgment is 
coming for the enemies of God! We are estranged from God! We 
stand guilty before God because of all our sins! (Romans 3:19). What 
are these "blood and fire and vapor of smoke" referring to? And that 
the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood?" 
There are many interpretations about these verses. To be honest, I 
don't want to guess!  I don't know. What I can say is this: the end of 
the world is going to be catastrophic! The book of Revelation is a 
mystery to many a believer. What we do know is that before "the 
great and terrible day" of the Lord comes, there are going to be a great 
battle between good and evil, between light and darkness, between 
Satan and his demons and God, but believers in God know this: God is 
going to win! In fact, the decisive battle was won on Golgotha 2000 
years ago! (Colossians 2:9-12). Judgment is coming and that is why 
Pentecost is so important! 

-- Salvation is for those who call upon Jesus! Verse 21.  

But the way to be ready for that day, is not to be fixated on the signs 
and the times and the catastrophic things on the news and so on. The 
way to be ready is given to us in the next verse: The way to escape 
judgment from God is to call upon the Lord for mercy. "Whoever calls 
on the Name of the Lord shall be saved." But It is not a general call. It 
is a call to a specific Person and a call based on a specific work in 
history! It is a call for mercy to none other than Jesus Christ based on 
His accomplished work on the cross! 

2. The message of Pentecost 
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What things were spoken in tongues by the apostles at Pentecost? 
What was the message to the nations? What was the content of the 
prophesying that took place in the early church and what is the 
content of the continuing prophesy throughout the centuries until the 
end of history? 

-- Firstly, there was a man attested by God! 

God gave His only begotten Son into this world! (John 3:16). By signs 
and miracles and wonders Jesus Christ came to this world. He was a 
man like no other. More miracles were done by Him in this three years 
than any man in history. The miracles proved His divinity. Jesus said in 
John 10:38 "…. though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that 
you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”  The 
works that Jesus did demonstrated His Godness! He was attested by 
God, to be Lord and Christ! The Son of Man came to this world, and 
the world did not receive Him! His own people did not receive Him! 
But to those who did receive him, He gave the right to become 
children of God (John 1:12). 

-- Secondly, Jesus was crucified by God and the Jews and by you! 

- Jesus was crucified by God -- The Bible says: "being delivered by the 
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God";  and “For truly 
against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were 
gathered together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 
determined before to be done” ( stcA  4: 82-72  NKJV). Before the 
foundation of the world, Jesus was ordained to be crucified for the 
sins of the world! It was predetermined that Jesus should suffer and 
die! God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit planned it before creation 
(Revelation 13:8). It was not an accident. John the Baptist said at the 
onset of Jesus' ministry: "there is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sins of the world!" (John 1:29). It was part of God's plan that Jesus 
should die! 

-- The Jews and the Romans were responsible for Jesus' crucifixion! 
The Jews charged Jesus on accounts of blasphemy to die. Jesus got a 
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death sentence, because He claimed to be God's Messiah! It was 
through "wicked hands"; "lawless hands" that Jesus was crucified! The 
Jewish leaders were responsible for Jesus' death! 

-- But you and I were responsible as well for His death as well. It was 
your and my sins that crucified Jesus! If it were not for our sins, Jesus 
would not have died. It is because of my and your sins that Jesus died! 
Have you seen and realized this friend? The sins of mankind held Jesus 
on the cross! But it is personal. We killed Jesus! As the theologian, 
John Stott said: "before we see what Jesus did for us on the cross 
(substitution) we must see what we did to Jesus on the cross!". Isaiah 
53:5 can be translated: "But He was wounded (because of) for our 
transgressions, He was bruised (because of) for our iniquities; the 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 
healed. ( haiasI  35 :5 NKJV). “And I will pour on the house of David and 
on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; 
then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for 
Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 
for a firstborn” ( hairahceZ  21 : 01  NKJV). Have you come with a broken 
heart to Jesus? God saves the contrite in heart. 

-- Jesus rose from the dead! 

The content of the prophesies is that Jesus conquered the grave! He 
conquered the power of Satan, sin, and death! We serve a risen 
Savior! If you read through the book of Acts you see this over and over: 
the disciples were witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus Christ! The 
good news of God is not good news unless we proclaim that Jesus 
conquered the grave! Matthias, the twelfth disciple, was chosen so 
that he could also be a witness to the resurrection of Christ! 
"“Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism 
of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must 
become a witness with us of His resurrection.” ( stcA  1: 22-12  NKJV). 
The resurrection of Christ is what was prophesied in Psalm 16! 

"Jesus loosed the pains of death!";" It was not possible for Him to be 
bound by it!” Why? Because He never sinned! The punishment of sin 
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is death! But Jesus never sinned! That's why! Because Jesus was God 
and never sinned, death could not hold Him there! 

-- Jesus ascended to heaven! 

Jesus sat at the right hand of the Father, meaning He has the most 
powerful position in the Universe! All authority and power have been 
made subject to Him (Ephesians 1:19-22); 1 Peter 3:22 reads: "...Jesus 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and 
authorities and powers having been made subject to Him." (I Peter 
3:22 NKJV). 

Jesus Christ has the most powerful position in the Universe. "...which 
He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated 
Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality 
and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all 
things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the 
church" (Ephesians 1:20-22 NKJV). 

-- God made Jesus Lord and Christ 

Not that Jesus Christ wasn't the Lord before! The fact that the Bible 
says that Jesus is Lord, means He is Jahwe! The name for Jahwe, God's 
name in the Old Testament, is translated as "Kurios"or Lord in the 
Septuagint in the Greek translation of the Old Testament. In other 
words, because Jesus Christ was raised from the dead in a glorified 
body, means that Jesus is indeed Lord, God, and the Christ of God! 

3. What must we do? 

-- Repent and be baptized every one! 

This is what Peter said: "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ (because of) for the remission of sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." This doesn't mean that if 
you are not baptized with water as an adult, you won't receive the 
Holy Spirit. It means if you truly believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord, if you repent of your sins and trust in Jesus Christ, as the Savior 
of the world and the Lord of the Universe, your sins will be forgiven, 
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and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. You will be born again. 
In fact: if you repent and believe in Christ, it proves that you are born 
again! Water baptism should follow as evidence that you are born 
again. Baptism with water attests to the fact that you have received 
the Holy Spirit. It is a sign that you belong to God! It shows that you 
have died with Jesus and that you have risen to new life in Him 
(Romans 6:2-5). Baptism is a sign that you identify with the people of 
God and that you belong to one another through God. 

-- Nobody can work to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
cannot be bought. The Holy Spirit is a gift to be received by faith! 

-- It's for you and your children 

This message is for all peoples! It is for your children as well! God 
wants to own your children as well. He wants your children to be His 
treasured possession!  It is not only meant for the Jews! It is not only 
meant for some people. It is meant for the worst sinners on earth! It 
is meant for the religious and the sinners, because all have fallen short 
of the glory of God! All stand guilty before God. All deserve God's 
wrath. Whenever people repent of their sins and believe in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior the promise that God made to Abraham 
in Genesis 12:1-3 comes into fulfillment. God promised that through 
Abraham all the nations of the world will be blessed. If we believe in 
Christ we receive the Holy Spirit and are eternally blessed.  
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2.15 God's Vineyard and His workers 

Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. Now when he had 
agreed with the labourers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. And he went out about the third hour and saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, and said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Again 
he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour and did likewise. And 
about the eleventh hour, he went out and found others standing idle, 
and said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day?’ They 
said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.’ “So when 
evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call 
the labourers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to 
the first.’ And when those came who were hired about the eleventh 
hour, they each received a denarius. But when the first came, they 
supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise received 
each a denarius. And when they had received it, they complained 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last men have worked only one 
hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne the burden and 
the heat of the day.’ But he answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the 
same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own 
things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?’ So the last will be first, 
and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen.” ( wehttaM  

02 : 61-1 ) 

 
Introduction 
1. Preliminary explanation 

-- The Vineyard is God's kingdom or the kingdom of heaven. 

-- The landowner refers to God. 
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-- The people who stand idly are sinners. All people are useless and 
worthless without God and to God before being effectually called into 
His kingdom and consequently born of the Holy Spirit. 

-- The landowner (God) calls people to come and work in His Vineyard 
(His Kingdom). Being hired refers to being called. 

-- The landowner calls people and promises them a reward, a day's 
wage "a denarius" (this reward refers to eternal life). 

-- Those who accept the call are given work in the Vineyard. 
-- The people who accept the call, do so not because they are more 
worthy than others. 

-- God calls many but few responds to the call to work in His Vineyard. 
-- Everyone who responds to the call gets the same reward (the same 
wages "a denarius" a day’s pay) regardless of how long they worked 
in the Vineyard. Spiritually all who are effectually called receive the 
reward of eternal life. 

-- But as we will see later, not all the workers want the wages. The 
implication at the end is that not all the workers in the Vineyard are 
chosen by God, although many were called by God and responded to 
the outward call, and worked in the God's Vineyard. 

2. Jesus is a Global Messiah 

First explanation: 

-- The different times when the people are called refer to God's 
timetable in redemptive history. God started with Israel, then 
followed John the Baptist's ministry, then Jesus Christ's ministry and 
then finally Pentecost and God using His disciples in successive 
generations. If this interpretation is true the explanation for the 
parable is as follows: 

-- The people who were called first (6:00 at the first hour) into God's 
kingdom were the descendants of Abraham. The Jews, the Israelites, 
were called by God into His kingdom. Many responded but not all. Not 
all who are of Israel is the true Israel as the Bible states. Not all were 
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chosen to be God's own. In the Old Testament God's people are 
referred to His Vine plenty of times. They are the ones called at the 
first hour 6:00 Am. The times of labor in Biblical times were counted 
from 6:00-18:00. Twelve hours. 

-- The people called at the third hour (9:00) were those called by the 
preaching of John the Baptist to repentance. Many (Jews) responded 
but not all the Jews, especially the scribes and Pharisees did not 
respond positively to the call. 

-- Those people called at the sixth hour (12:00) were the people called 
by Jesus Christ Himself and the disciples in his earthly ministry. He 
called many to repentance and to the kingdom of God to work in His 
Vineyard, but not all responded. Nevertheless, the disciples 
responded. Many responded and became God's followers (120 in the 
upper room) and others in Israel, but many did not. 

-- Those called at the ninth (15:00) hour are those Jews called by the 
apostles after Pentecost after the Holy Spirit was given. That time 
refers to their ministry also mainly among the Jews and Israelites 
among the dispersion. 

--The Gentiles were called historically at the eleventh (17:00) hour 
during and after Pentecost, and many responded to the call to work in 
the Vineyard, but not all. The rest of history refers to those Gentiles 
being called at the eleventh hour. 

-- The fact that the parable says that many are called but few are 
chosen suggests that because God called the Gentile nations at the 
eleventh hour, some workers (the Jews) in the Vineyard were upset 
because they (the Jews) received the same wages as the Gentiles 
received. They (the Gentiles) received the same blessings (a denarius) 
as the Jews did and some, (the Jews) because of that didn't want the 
wages (God and eternal life) anymore because they viewed that they 
had the sole right to God! E.g. The prophet Jonah. This parable 
challenged the Jews' (in the congregation of Matthew) understanding 
of Jesus as a Global Messiah and not only as a Jewish Messiah. 



 

128 
 

-- But this parable should also challenge all believers' understanding 
that Jesus is not only for those in the global church AT THE MOMENT, 
or for our own cultural grouping or class or local church, but also for 
the heathen who at present are outside the kingdom. Those who 
respond positively to the gospel call will be accepted and receive the 
same reward (eternal life, the Holy Spirit, God) as the early Jewish 
church did. The healing of the servant of the centurion is an example 
of this truth. Matthew 8:10-12 "When Jesus heard it, He marveled, 
and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not 
found such great faith, not even in Israel! And I say to you that many 
will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be 
cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” ( wehttaM  8: 21-01  NKJV) Who were the sons of the kingdom? 
The Jews, the Israelites! 

-- Those called at the third, sixth, ninth and eleventh hour could also 
refer to the marginalized people in Jewish society, the poor, lame, the 
sick and those despised sinners (harlots, tax collectors) in Israel whom 
the Jewish leaders looked down upon. 

-- In John the Baptist's ministry, in Jesus' ministry and the disciples' 
ministry the focus were many times to reach the poor and sick and not 
the elite Jewish leaders! The marginalized got the same gospel 
benefits as those of high standing in society if they repented of their 
sins and responded positively to God's call. 

-- So the point of the parable is that Jesus is a Global Messiah and a 
Messiah for all classes of people! 

3. God calls sovereignly at different times 

Second explanation: 

-- God calls people to work in His kingdom at different stages of their 
lives. We could also say that people respond to God's call at different 
times in their lives. Some people God calls at an early stage, as a child 
(first hour) others in their teens (third hour) others in their twenties 
and thirties (sixth hour) and forties and fifties (ninth hour) others just 
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before they die (eleventh hour). The criminal at the cross and Ted 
Bundy the mass murderer are examples of people who were saved 
just before they died. In other words, these laborers who are called at 
different times of the day (in the parable) refer to people coming to 
God at different stages of their lives. 

-- While some people might say that those who have been in the 
kingdom of God for many decades should receive greater rewards 
than those who worked for God for only a few years or at the end of 
their lives, remains the challenge that God is gracious. “Is it not lawful 
for Him to make as He wishes with His goods” (Verse 15)! He can lavish 
His grace upon whom He wills as He wants. The whole issue of what is 
right with a man in comparison to what is right with God, are 
challenged in the parable. In Romans 9:14-16 Paul refers to this issue 
of how God effectually calls people and chooses some people to be 
his own with the following words: "What shall we say then? Is there 
unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! For He says to Moses, ‘I will 
have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whomever I will have compassion.’ So then it is not of 
him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy" 
( snamoR  9: 61-41  NKJV). Romans 11:34-35 states as well: "For who has 
known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?” “Or 
who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?” ( snamoR  

11 : 53-43  NKJV). God has the power and the right to be gracious to 
whom He wishes. All who respond to the gospel call at whatever stage 
and age, and those who come to work in His kingdom do so because 
of His grace, not because of merit, achievement or moral uprightness. 
The point of the parable is that it is lawful for God to lavish His saving 
grace on whomever He wishes. 

-- God doesn't call people through His servants because some are 
more worthy, noble or more morally upright than others  1 
Corinthians 1:25-30 makes this point clear: "For you see your calling, 
brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
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things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and 
the base things of the world and the things which are despised God 
has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the 
things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence" (  I

snaihtniroC  1: 92-62  NKJV). So another point the parable drives at is 
that God called people sovereignly at different stages in life to be His 
own. 
-- This parable also teaches us that we should never give up on some 
people (unbelievers) because they are more advanced in years. God 
calls people into His Vineyard and His kingdom at different stages in 
life, although statistics prove that the majority of people come to God 
when they are young. 

4. More lessons from the parable 

-- All God's children are in the kingdom to do something for God. 
God called the people in the marketplace to WORK in His Vineyard. 
Believers are saved to serve. That doesn't mean only those in full-time 
service for God are working in God's Vineyard. God's Vineyard, God's 
kingdom reaches across the world. We need to shine in all walks of 
life, in every occupation, wherever God has placed us. God sends out 
workers who are IT specialists, teachers, lawyers, engineers, 
tentmakers, policeman, farmers, etc. There is no sphere in society 
where believers are not commanded to be salt and light. The 
Reformation and the Bible have taught us that God is Lord over all 
things and that God sanctifies all secular work. There is no distinction 
between secular work and sacred work! Everything a child of God does 
is sacred! "Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do 
do all to the glory of God” ( snaihtniroC I  01 : 13  NKJV). "And whatever 
you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, ( snaissoloC  3: 32  
NKJV) 
-- Those working in the Vineyard are called to be diligent, not idle. 
Before we came to Christ, we were all idle in God's kingdom. In fact, 
we were counted as useless, worthless and unprofitable. But we who 
have responded to the gospel call are saved by grace TO SERVE. The 
reason why we responded to the call is because of God's Spirit and His 
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irresistible grace and power. We should never think that we deserve 
eternal life because we work for God in His Vineyard. That is not the 
point of the parable. People are not working in the Vineyard because 
of their achievements. Ephesians 2:8-10, states: "For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” ( snaisehpE  2: 01-8  
NKJV). And Romans 4:4,5 declares: "Now to him who works, the wages 
are not counted as grace but as debt. But to him who does not work 
but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted 
for righteousness" ( snamoR  4: 5-4  NKJV). 

-- The call to salvation is universal! It goes out to all nations and people 
groups and all walks of life. The call goes out to the rich, poor, the sick, 
the disabled, etc. We looked at this in the point of the Global Messiah. 
Those called at the eleventh hour refer to the Gentile nations. That's 
us. 

-- Salvation is by grace, but there is a reward for working in God's 
Vineyard. Hebrews 11:6 says that without faith it is impossible to 
please God, but He who comes to God must believe that He is and a 
REWARDER of those who diligently seek Him. All those who have 
responded to the inward call have received eternal life and the Holy 
Spirit now, and at Judgement day, they will be with God forever. The 
reward saved sinners will get is "grace wages". The parable drives the 
point that God's kingdom and the distribution of His grace to sinners 
cannot be calculated or comprehended. The way God distributes His 
grace remains a mystery that should be embraced because of His 
revealed goodness. In God's Kingdom, the distribution of grace works 
not according to rules and regulations and is not given arbitrarily, but 
according to God's infinite wisdom, freedom, and mercy. 

-- This parable is not talking about different rewards in heaven, 
although the Bible does speak about that. 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 
reveals: "For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation 
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with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work 
will become clear; for the Day will declare it because it will be revealed 
by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If 
anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a 
reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself 
will be saved, yet so as through fire" (I Corinthians 3: 51-11  NKJV). This 
parable speaks about the ultimate reward: "Seeing God face to face"; 
"heaven"; and "Jesus Christ." All those who are saved receive the gift 
of eternal life. 

-- Those in the kingdom of God should be happy about every sinner 
that repents and not begrudge some who come in at the third, sixth, 
ninth and the eleventh hour as the workers did who were working 
from 6:00. We should earnestly pray that more would respond to the 
gospel call. This parable is a corrective to those whose eyes are evil. It 
is a corrective to those who are ethnocentric. God is not ethnocentric. 
This parable teaches us that Christians who only love the comforts of 
fellowship among Christians should repent. God so loved the WORLD 
that He gave His only begotten Son that WHOSOEVER believes in Him 
shall not perish but have everlasting life! (John 3:16). 

-- Those who begrudge God's generosity in giving salvation to those 
later in life should challenge their understanding of God. God is 
merciful and gracious beyond our finite human comprehension. He is 
not ONLY righteous and just. His ways are beyond our ways. His 
judgments are incomprehensible. His grace is immeasurable. As Isaiah 
55:7-9 commands: "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, and He will 
have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 
For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” 
says the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts" 
( haiasI  55 : 9-7  NKJV). To some, God will grant the same gospel gifts and 
blessings you received. How does that make you feel? Do you rejoice 
over every sinner that repents regardless of his age, social standing or 
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ethnic background? Let us examine our hearts! Do we rejoice with the 
angels over every sinner that repents? 

-- Nevertheless, we should never trifle or make light of the gospel call. 
Although God calls many later in life and because many respond 
positively to the gospel call only later in life, there could come a time 
in YOUR life if you are an unbeliever, where the time of grace will be 
finished. Proverbs 1:23-31 gives a clear warning to those who are 
complacent about the call of God! "Turn at my rebuke; surely I will 
pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you. Because 
I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no 
one regarded, Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have 
none of my rebuke, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when 
your terror comes, When your terror comes like a storm, And your 
destruction comes like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish come 
upon you. “Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they will 
seek me diligently, but they will not find me. Because they hated 
knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, They would have 
none of my counsel and despised my every rebuke. Therefore, they 
shall eat the fruit of their own way, and be filled to the full with their 
own fancies" ( sbrevorP  1: 13-32  NKJV). Psalm 95:7,8: commands us: 
"Today is the day of salvation. Today, if you hear His voice harden not 
your heart!" We should never say: "I'll repent later in life, there is still 
time." Tomorrow might be too late! 

-- Those who had an evil heart (verse 15,16) could refer to people in 
the church who work in the Vineyard, not because of a personal saving 
relationship with God, but because of wrong motives. They might be 
cast away because of their lovelessness which could be an evidence of 
being false believers. e.x Judas worked in God's Vineyard, yet he was 
cast out. Matthew 7:21-23 reveals: Jesus said: "Not everyone who says 
to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in 
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
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lawlessness!’ ( wehttaM  7: 32-12  NKJV). These workers referred to in 
Matthew 7 worked in God's Vineyard!! Did they not? Is the greatest 
lawlessness not lovelessness? Not loving God with all your heart and 
soul and strength and not loving your neighbor, willing for him/her to 
benefit from the gospel call to eternal life is lovelessness! Some might 
have responded to the outward call to serve God in His Vineyard, but 
not to the inward call of genuine repentance and faith in Jesus Christ 
as their only Savior, Lord, and Treasure of Righteousness! In other 
words not all working in God's Vineyard is God's own. Therefore, Jesus 
said in the last verse 16: "for many are called, but few are chosen"!! 
The Jewish leaders were rejected, many of the scribes and the 
Pharisees were rejected by God. May we, who are in this church, be 
those who have not only responded outwardly to God's call to work in 
His Vineyard but inwardly unto everlasting life in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

135 
 

2.16 The sheep and the goats 

Matthew 25:31-46 

31) “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  

32) Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats.  

33) And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  

34) Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world.  

35) For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you 

gave me drink, I was a stranger, and you welcomed me, 

36) I was naked, and you clothed me, I was sick, and you visited me, I 

was in prison, and you came to me.’  

37) Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 

you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  

38) And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked 

and clothe you?  

39) And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’  

40) And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  

41) “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  

42) For I was hungry, and you gave me no food, I was thirsty, and you 

gave me no drink,  
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43) I was a stranger, and you did not welcome me, naked, and you 

did not clothe me, sick and in prison, and you did not visit me.’  

44) Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you 

hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 

not minister to you?’  

45) Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  

46) And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 

into eternal life” ( wehttaM  52 : 64-13  ESV). 

Introduction 

-- This is not really a parable except for the reference to goats and 

sheep. It really points to what will happen at the end of history. Our 

existence in time had a beginning, and it will have an end. In this story, 

Jesus is talking about the end of the world. 

The story used by Jesus was known by the people of Israel. A shepherd 

would usually before nighttime separate the sheep from the goats 

because the goats would get cold easier than the sheep and the goats 

should be kept together to stay warm. The sheep didn't need the 

warmth because of their wool.  

-- Also, the right hand was believed to be the place of power or favor 

in the ancient Near East. Also in the Bible, the righthand is designated 

as the place of favor or power. Psalm 118:15,16 states: "The voice of 

rejoicing and salvation Is in the tents of the righteous; The right hand 

of the LORD does valiantly. The right hand of the LORD is exalted; the 

right hand of the LORD does valiantly" (Psalms 811 : 61-51  NKJV). 

 -- Psalm 16:11 says: "You will show me the path of life; In Your 

presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore" (Psalms 61 : 11  NKJV). 
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After Jesus Christ ascended to heaven, He was seated at the right hand 

of the Father in heaven (Philippians 2:6-11; Ephesians 1:20-22). 

-- In this parable the sheep was placed on the favored side (the right-

hand side) of God and the goats on the cursed side (the left-hand side). 

Sheep was also known to be clean animals because of their wool and 

because they were white. God's people were also likened to sheep in 

the Old Testament. We see this in Psalm 23, 78, 100 and Ezekiel 34. 

Sheep are obedient animals in contrast to goats who are rebellious 

and obstinate. 

-- This parable is also a conclusion to the "being prepared" for the 

second coming of Jesus Christ. It follows Chapter 24,25 in Matthew 

and the parable of the wise and foolish virgins and the parable of the 

talents. This story demonstrates who will gain entrance into God's 

eternal kingdom and those who will not. The story reveals to us who 

will be ready to meet the Bridegroom and those who will not. It reveals 

to us who have wasted their talents and those who have used their 

talents to glorify God. 

1. Coming realities and truths revealed 

a) Verse 31 refers to the Son of Man. The Son of Man will judge the 

living and the dead. Jesus is the Son of man. Way back in the book of 

Daniel 7:13,14 there is mention of the Son of Man and what He would 

do. Daniël the Prophet said: “I was watching in the night visions, And 

behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! 

He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before 

Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom that 

all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is 

an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, And His kingdom 

the one Which shall not be destroyed" ( leinaD  7: 41-31  NKJV). Jesus 

was familiar with this prophecy. Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus is the Son 

of Man. Numerous times Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of Man 
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in the Gospels. If we read the gospels, we would be familiar with this 

truth. 

b) Jesus Christ will come again in glory with the angels at the 

consummation of all things. We know that Jesus is now in heaven 

acting as Mediator and High Priest between God and mankind. 

c) When Jesus comes He will act as Judge and judge all nations and 

peoples and individuals who have ever lived, are now living and will 

live (verse 31,32).  

d)  God has prepared a kingdom before the foundation of the world 

for the blessed signifying the fact that they did not deserve the 

kingdom, but that God elected them for it (verse 34). 

e) Some people (called the righteous) will be blessed and granted 

eternal life and receive the kingdom of God as an inheritance (Verse 

34).  

f) Some people will be cursed and suffer eternal punishment (Verse 

46). 

g) Hell has originally been prepared not for man, but for the devil and 

his angels (Verse 41). 

h) Note that just as some will receive ETERNAL life others will suffer 

ETERNAL punishment in hell. No annihilation or extinction of a life will 

take place (Verse 46). As heaven is eternal just so hell will be eternal. 

2. How judgment will be executed 

A superficial reading will conclude that judgment by God will be based 

on works. Meaning that the more good works a person does, the 

better chance he/she will have to enter heaven. However, the Bible 

says that God will judge according to our works not based on our 

works (Romans 2:16; Revelation 20:11-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10). 

Entrance into heaven and the everlasting kingdom is not based on our 

works. We will look into this fact a little later. 
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-- The sheep  

-- Jesus is known to be the Sheep's Eternal Shepherd. In Psalm 23 

David said: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…”. In John 10 

Jesus said: “I am the Good Shepherd.” Jesus is the Great Shepherd of 

His sheep, and He knows His sheep. He calls them all out by name, and 

they follow Him. The sheep hear and know His voice (John 10:1-10). 

-- The Bible is clear (Ephesians 2:8,9; Romans 3:28) salvation is a gift 

from God, given by grace, that no one should boast.  

-- The sheep are not justified by acts of mercy but because of election 

and saving faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus said: “I am the door. If anyone 

enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture” 

( nhoJ  01 :9 NKJV). The kingdom has been prepared for them before the 

foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4-5). The acts of mercy are the 

evidence of union with Christ. Acts of mercy are the evidence of saving 

faith in Christ. James 2:17-20 says faith without works is dead. Saving 

faith is evidenced by good works. As Jesus taught: You will recognize 

people by the fruit they bear (Matthew 7:16-20).  

-- The sheep are saved not the goats. Being a sheep signifies 

something dramatically happened to a person. He/she was born 

again, his/her nature has changed. And that change happened at the 

time when a person repented of their sins and trusted in Jesus Christ 

as Savior and Lord. A good tree bears good fruit as Jesus said (Matthew 

7:15-20). A bad tree bears bad fruit. A sheep is by nature a submissive 

and an obedient animal and so are Christians by nature obedient and 

submissive. They live to please their Master. 

-- Works of Mercy per se don’t save. Works of mercy done to other 

believers in Christ is the evidence of saving faith and that you are a 

sheep. 

-- Many unbelievers do works of mercy, but that doesn't save them. 

Many people have their "Foundations", their “charities”, their 
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goodwill, but it isn't for the glory of God or Christ, but for the glory of 

self. Many times it is to make a name for themselves. 

-- It is what believers have done to other believers that are important 

and signifies your unity with Christ. God identifies Himself with His 

people and how we treat the brethren demonstrates our love 

relationship with God. 

-- It is how we loved the brethren that counts if we are really Gods 

children. As Paul commanded us in Romans 12:12 "Rejoice with those 

who rejoice and weep with those who weep. Distribute to the 

necessity of the saints!" 

-- As Jesus said: "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers, you did it to me” (verse 40). Note the reaction of 

the righteous after Jesus said these words. They were surprised by 

Jesus' remarks. Why is that? It's because the righteous were humble 

and didn't count their acts of mercy. Their right hand didn't know what 

their left hand was doing!  

- The goats 

-- The goats refer to unbelievers. The goats refer to those who have 

mistreated Gods messengers and children. Goats, as we said earlier, 

are by nature obstinate, self-willed and rebellious. Rebellion and self-

centeredness characterize unbelievers as well. 

-- Acts of Mercy per se won’t guarantee a place in heaven for you. It's 

acts done to the glory of God, to the church of God, to the people of 

God in union with Christ that matters. Those who refused and rejected 

Christ and lived selfish lives resembles the goats. Those who hoarded 

possession and were loveless and selfish are likened to goats. 

-- But again, many unbelievers do many acts of charity. The Hindu's 

and the Muslims feed the hungry and clothe the naked. So does the 

humanitarians with lots of money. But they do it to boast, to make a 

name for themselves. Their motivation is to exalt self not Christ! 
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-- What the goats did not realize was that the way they behaved 

towards God's children was the way they actually acted towards Him. 

The times they rejected and mistreated the Christians because of the 

message they gave they were actually rejecting and mistreating Him. 

Jesus said: “As far as you did it not to the least of these you did it not 

to Me” (Verse 45). 

-- The goats were primarily cursed because they failed to show mercy 

to Christians in affliction and persecution and because they didn't 

accept the life-saving message of the Christians. 1 John 5:12 states: 

"He who has the Son has life, he who doesn't have the Son does not 

have life." It doesn't matter how many poor people you feed and how 

many homeless people you take in, how many people you visit who 

are sick and in prison, without doing it in Christ, for Christ and in union 

with Christ those acts are worthless, filthy rags and as an unclean 

thing. Without personal union with Christ, your works are disposable 

and despicable works in the sight of God. 

-- Jesus is intimately identified with His own children. What we do to 

them, we do to Him. Jesus said: "Truly, I say to you, as you did not do 

it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ Jesus also said: 

“He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives 

Him who sent Me" ( wehttaM  01 : 04  NKJV). And "Whoever receives 

one of these little children in My name receives Me; and whoever 

receives Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me.” ( kraM  9: 73  

NKJV). -- In other words, if we reject the children of God and the gospel 

message they bring, we reject Jesus Himself. 

3. Deeper meaning of the "acts of mercy." 

-- What Jesus is referring to are physical things in this passage. We 

don't have to do great things in the kingdom of God. Feeding God's 

people, showing hospitality, visiting God's people, helping people in 

need and so on, should all be priorities in our lives. Jesus said "blessed 

are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy" (Matthew 5:7).  
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-- But there is a deeper meaning to these words. They refer to spiritual 

realities. “Feeding the hungry"; "giving drink to the thirsty"; “lodging 

the stranger"; "clothing the naked"; "visiting the sick and in prison" 

also refer to spiritual things. When Jesus commanded Peter to feed his 

sheep and lambs in John 21, after He rose from the dead, He was not 

primarily referring to giving his children food and providing meals to 

them every day.  

-- These words of Jesus refer to the preaching of God's word. They 

refer to the encouraging, edifying and comforting of people with the 

word of God. They refer not only to preaching but sharing Gods word 

with people and pointing people to the only Savior, Jesus Christ.  

-- These words also refer to praying for people, carrying each other's 

burdens and so fulfilling the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2; James 5:16). 

The Bible says that we must do good to all, especially to the household 

of faith (Galatians 6:10). What greater work can a person do to his 

brother than to pray for him? 

-- These words refer to helping the gospel go out and fulfilling the 

Great Commission. They refer to the promotion of the furtherance of 

the gospel so many people can come to a saving knowledge of Jesus 

Christ by various means.  

-- These words also refer to doing the will of God. Jesus said in 

Matthew 7:21, "Not all who say: "Lord, Lord will enter the kingdom of 

God, but He who does the will of God.” Jesus said in John 4:23 "this is 

my food: to do the will of God and to complete His work." So this is 

also applicable to us. What is your food? To do the will of God? Are 

you consumed to do his will and to die for the fact that His will be 

established on the earth? 

-- These words refer to be being used as an instrument of 

righteousness, and as a means of grace so others can be "fed by 

Christ"; "clothed in His righteousness”; “drink from the Fountain of 

Living Water”; "Come into the household of God"; "be delivered from 
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the prison of Satan and self” and "be healed from the sicknesses of 

sin".  

-- Jesus is called the Bread of life in John 6:35. He is called the fountain 

of living water in John 4:11-14. He is called the Great Physician, healing 

the broken in heart. Jesus is the Great Deliverer from the bonds of 

Satan.  

-- We know that physical things like food and water and giving people 

a place to stay will not deliver them from hell and sin and the 

oppression of Satan. It is the "Bread of life" the “Fountain of living 

water" “the great Physician" the "great Deliverer" whom they need, 

Jesus Christ. Jesus alone can save from the wrath to come (John 3:36; 

Acts 4:12).  

-- So feeding the hungry, giving water to the thirsty, clothing the 

naked, giving people a place to stay and visiting those in prison and 

who are sick should mainly refer to spiritual things although physical 

things could be included. 

-- In Acts 6 we read that the apostles refrained from doing physical 

acts of mercy and "serving the tables" and gave themselves primarily 

to prayer and the preaching of the word. They did this because they 

knew that what people mostly need is to be spiritually fed with the 

word of God and be built up in the faith. In the letter to the Ephesians 

Paul said what the goal of the Christian life is: “until we all attain to 

the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” 

( snaisehpE  4: 31  ESV). 

-- Jesus said in Matthew 4:4 "man does not live by bread alone but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of God." 

-- In short evangelizing the multitudes, visiting and counseling and 

disciplining people to know Christ and to follow Christ is what God is 

after. He is the only one who can meet all our spiritual needs! Paul 
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said in the letter to the Philippians: “And my God will supply every 

need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 

( snaippilihP  4: 91  ESV). 

-- Should Christians then not do acts of mercy? Off course, they 

should! They should do all and not leave the other undone. They 

should not do it to gain entrance into heaven. They should not do it to 

be justified in God’s sight, but do it out of love for the Savior and from 

the realization that they have been united to Christ, by grace through 

the finished work of Christ. Only after they have this assurance that 

they belong to God should they endeavor and purpose to be witnesses 

for the King and to share the word of life and the word of truth and 

disciple the nations and seek out the lost for the glory of the King. 

-- Are you one of the sheep? Or are you one of the goats? Have you 

committed yourself to serve the children of God? Or are you despising 

the church of God in your heart? Have you rejected and mistreated 

the children of God, the Christians? Or have you been born again by 

the Spirit of God? No amount of good works can save you from the 

wrath of God! You need to be a sheep to do the acts of a sheep! You 

need to be clothed in the righteousness of Christ to enter heaven and 

be saved! You need Jesus Christ as your only Savior and Lord. Your sins 

need to be washed away by the blood of Jesus in order to do the good 

works that God has appointed for you! Ephesians 2:10 says: "For we 

are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for the good works He 

has appointed for us."  

 

 

 

17. The invincible love of God in Christ 
 

Romans 8:31-39 
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31) What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 

be against us?  

32) He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 

how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  

33) Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies.  

34) Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore 

is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 

intercession for us.  

35) Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36) As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; we are 

accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”  

37) Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him 

who loved us.  

38) For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,  

39) nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

( snamoR  8: 93-13  NKJV) 

1. The love of God revealed and demonstrated 

The love of God was and is revealed through the birth, life, death, 

resurrection and intercession of Jesus Christ. God sent His only 

begotten Son to this earth 2000 years ago to live a perfect life, fulfill 

all righteousness, exhibiting and demonstrating the love and 

righteousness of God, giving His life as an atoning offering for sin, 

bearing the wrath of God because of sin and satisfying His justice. 

Hallelujah! Then by the glory of the Father was He raised from the 

dead conquering death, Satan, sin and hell and ascended into heaven 
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to sit at the right hand of God, having all authority in heaven and on 

earth, rulers and powers being made subject to Him. The gospel of 

God was not just embedded in history, (it started there which was 

crucial), it is ongoing through the Mediation of Jesus Christ in heaven. 

Jesus is ALWAYS interceding for His bride and the ingathering of His 

people, His elect, among all nations (verse 34). 

The love of God is not just a fluffy, warm feeling. It is revealed in a 

Person, the Godman - Christ Jesus. According to the theologian Wayne 

Grudem, the love of God means that God eternally gives of himself to 

others and continues to give Himself to those who believe.  

The love of God is one of the great themes of Scripture: Here are a few 

Scripture verses to show us that the love of God is CENTRAL to God’s 

redemptive plan revealed in the Bible: this is however not an 

exhaustive list:  

Psalm 36:7 “How precious is your lovingkindness O God, therefore, the 

children of men put their trust in the shadow of Your wings."  

Psalm 103:11,17 "For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 

great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him" (ESV) 

"But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 

on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children" 

( mlasP  301 : 71 ,11  ESV). 

Jeremiah 31:3 states: “The LORD has appeared of old to me, saying: 

“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with 

lovingkindness I have drawn you." 

John 3:16 declares: “For God SO loved the world that He gave His only 

Begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but 

everlasting life.” 

John 13:1 reveals: "when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He 

should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who 

were in the world, He loved them to the end.” 
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Ephesians 2:4,5 states about the believers: "But God, who is rich in 

mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 

we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved)”. ( snaisehpE  2: 5-4  NKJV) 

1 John 3:16 states: “By this we know love because He laid down His 

life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren”. 

1 John 4:10 reveals:  "Herein is the love of God, not that we loved Him, 

but that He loved us and gave His only begotten Son to be a 

propitiation (removing the wrath of God) for our sins."  

Romans 5:9 declares: "God demonstrated His love to us that while we 

were still sinners Christ died for us."  

And Romans 5:5 states about the believers: “God has poured out His 

love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit." 

The love of God has been revealed in the life, death, resurrection, 

ascension and intercession of Jesus Christ at God's right hand of 

omnipotent power. And God continues to pour out His love into the 

hearts of believers through the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

throughout the centuries until today.  

This is the love of God that has been hidden throughout the ages but 

has NOW been revealed to us in Christ Jesus. No greater love has there 

ever been in the world, is there in the world at this moment, and no 

greater love will there ever be. 

 

2. The love of God embraced  

-- My friend's many people know OF the love of God, but this love does 

not possess them, this love of God does not own them. 

Can we use such a word? Should the love of God possess us? 

Many people are strangers to God's love in their souls. It is not a 

revelation in their souls. Paul, however, was owned by this love. Listen 
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to what Paul prays in Ephesians for the believers in 3:14-20 "that you 

may be strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man, that 

Christ may live in you by faith, and that you may be GROUNDED and 

ROOTED in love, that you may know the love of God which surpasses 

knowledge, the height, breadth, depth, and width and be filled with 

the fullness of God...” 

The fullness of God by the Holy Spirit is intimately connected to 

knowing the love of God! They are inseparable. Therefore, we see also 

that in the preceding verses in Romans 8 that Paul spoke about the 

Holy Spirit and the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer. And then at 

the end of this great chapter the love of God is mentioned three times 

(in verse 35,37,39) directly and indirectly a few times in verse 32-34.  

-- In 1 Corinthians 13 we also see Paul saying that the love of God is 

the greatest of all things!!  

He gives us definitions of what love is: 

Love is patient, love is kind, love is not puffed up, love does not boast, 

love does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices with the truth, love keeps 

no record of evil, love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things and endures all things. We see the full manifestation of the love 

of God in the life of Jesus Christ. 

--Have YOU seen this friend? Is the love of God a present reality in your 

life?  How tragic it would be to know OF the love of God but not to 

know it experientially by the Holy Spirit? And this love of God is what 

Jesus is interceding about, that the love within the Trinity becomes the 

love within our souls towards God and our neighbors. Jesus prayed 

this to God the Father for the believers before He died: "And I have 

declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with 

which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them” ( nhoJ  71 : 62  NKJV). 
 

-- Back to our text: Our text says in verse 31: If God is for us who can 

be against us?  
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The great question: How do I know God is for me? How do I know 

that no charge will be brought against me now and on judgment day? 

How do I know that I’m one of the elect of God?  

Answer: You have grasped the meaning and are savoring the reality of 

verse 32. “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for 

us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” 

If God did not spare His only begotten Son if God did not spare his 

greatest gift, His most precious gift, which is Jesus, how will He not 

give us all things? In other words those who have grasped that Jesus 

Christ is the greatest gift, the most precious gift of all, that God could 

offer, and embraced salvation in Christ, and the Spirit of Christ within, 

then and only then can you have the assurance that nothing will 

separate you from God (verse 35,38). The revelation must sink in 

deep. CHRIST is the greatest gift...greater than riches, greater than a 

faithful marriage partner, greater than family members receiving 

Christ, greater than children, greater than family, friends, a good 

paying job, success, academic accomplishments, or big gifts...He is the 

Greatest Treasure!! Do you know this friend? Are you satisfied with all 

that God is for you in Christ Jesus? Are you abundantly satisfied with 

Christ Jesus and the rivers of his pleasures (Psalm 36:6-9)?  

Do you live as if He is the most precious Being in the Universe? That 

was what Paul believed. "If God did not spare His own Son, how much 

more will He not with Him give us all things?" 

-- There is, of course, a great misunderstanding to what the “all things” 

of verse 32 point to. Wealth, health and prosperity preachers would 

say: “you see this verse says God wants to make you rich and wealthy! 

The ‘all things’ in this verse, of course, means all the things that will 

work for our Christlikeness and conformity to the image of Jesus Christ 

(verse 29). And that will include suffering as our text indicates. The “all 

things” in verse 32 refer to all things that we need to live godly, Christ-

exalting, Christ-conforming lives.  
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3. The invincible love of God in Christ 

-- Our text makes it clear that the love of God is indestructible, 

invincible and unassailable. It is indestructible and invincible because 

it is the love IN Christ. God and Christ are indestructible and therefore 

God’s love is indestructible as well. And it is invincible for the elect 

only. And who are the elect? Those whose greatest treasure is Jesus 

Christ, His finished work, and His Person. 

-- Is the greatest attribute of God, not His love?? (See John 3:16, 1 John 

4:9, Romans 5:5, Romans 5:9). That might be wrong to say because we 

know that God is a unity and unchangeable in all His divine perfections 

as the church fathers would say. God cannot be divided. It is 

interesting though that Paul makes the comment and says not that 

nothing will separate us from the justice of God, or the wrath of God, 

or the mercy or grace of God, but from the LOVE of God! In other 

words, nothing will separate us from God’s intention to bless us and 

give of himself to us forever! We know that no-one in this world ever 

is separated from God. Those who are going to hell will experience the 

wrath of God forever. They will experience His punishment. They will 

not be separated from God! When Paul says nothing will separate 

believers from the love of God, it means nothing will separate us from 

God and all of His goodness and mercy. But why did Paul by the Holy 

Spirit use that word: love? Is it not because the love of God is most 

closely connected to the plan of God's redemption and our eternal 

hope in glory? It is the love of God that gave Jesus Christ to this world, 

and it is the love of God that is being poured out into our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). The first section of the fruit of the Spirit is 

love according to Galatians 5:22.  

And to underline the invincibility of this love, God wants us to know 

that the following 17 things would not be able to separate us from His 

love in Christ: 
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-- Note that our love for God is not that which is invincible, but the 

love of God in Christ towards us. We should always boast about the 

perfect invincible love of God in Christ and not about our feeble, 

imperfect love, but the love that God pours into our hearts that 

enables us to love Him and our fellow human beings. 

-- This text lists 17 things that will not separate the elect of God from 

God's love: (Point 1-7 from Commentary of the Bible by Adam Clarke) 

1)  Tribulation, “grievous affliction, or distress of any kind; from φλιβω 

to compress, oppress, straiten, &c.; anything by which a man is 

rendered miserable”. 

2) Distress,  “στενοχωρια, a word of nearly the same import with the 

former, but more intense in its signification. It signifies straitness, 

being hemmed in on every side, without the possibility of getting out 

or escaping; from στενος, strait or narrow, and χωρος, a place” 

signifies internal affliction e.x. anxiety, panic attacks or depression.  

3) Persecution, “διωγμος, from διωκω, to pursue, press upon, 

prosecute, signifies such pursuing as an enemy uses in order to 

overtake the object of his malice, that he may destroy him”: affliction 

from the outside from human beings. 

4) Famine, “λιμος, from λειπω, to fail; the total want of bread, and all 

the necessaries of life.” 

5) Nakedness, “γυμνοτης, being absolutely without clothing; forcibly 

expressed by the derivation of the word γυιαμοναεχων, having one's 

limbs only, being totally unclothed.” 

6) Peril, “κινδυνος, a state of extreme and continued danger, 

perplexing and distressing with grievous forebodings and alarms; 

derived from κινειταςοδυνας, it excites anguish; because much evil is 

felt, and much more feared.” 

7) Sword, “μαχαιρα, slaughter; the destruction of life, and especially 

beheading, and such like, done by the order of the civil magistrate; for 
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the word is used in this epistle, Ro 13:4, to signify the authority and 

power which he has of judicially terminating life; i.e. of inflicting 

capital punishment.” 

8) Death, “no kind of death, not any death you may die through 

sickness, torture, a long sickbed or a sudden accident leading to death, 

etc.” 

9) Life, “not any life form or being that exists or the quality of life you 

now experience.” 

10) Angels, “not God’s holy angels who are sent to minister to his 

saints if it were possible for them not to do their duty or be obedient 

to God’s command or if they become evil.” 

11) Principalities, “referring to human authorities in government or 

the demonic world, not any government,  evil or good or any dictator 

or any chief demon or Satan himself.” 

12) Powers, “referring to lesser powers than principalities, human or 

demonic.” 

13) Height, “nothing in space in God’s created order, in the universe.” 

14) Depth, “probably referring to the sea, nothing in the depths of the 

sea or anything unknown to us.” 

15) Things present, “anything that was made by man e.x. a hydrogen 

bomb or an atomic bomb or any weapon of war or any deadly virus or 

sickness or machine or Medical invention or pill created for evil or 

good.” 

16) Things to come, “anything that can be conceived by man or demon 

or angel or circumstances or flow of events or anything to be 

understood as a misfortune.” 

17) Not any other created thing “anything living, any being, any 

animal, any bird or sea creature with or without consciousness or 

anything that we do not know of.” 
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Is the point clear? If you are born again not even the sin that you battle 

with will separate you from the love of God! Nothing! There is no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, for the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set us free from the law of sin and death 

(Romans 8:1). 

-- Paul says he is persuaded that these things will not be able to 

separate us from the love of God! He is convinced! Paul expressed a 

similar confidence in Philippians 1:6 when he said to the believers in 

Phillipi “being confident that the good work that He started He will 

finish” and in 1 Thessalonians 5:23,24 Paul had the same confidence 

for the believers in Thessalonica when he prayed for the believers: 

“May the God of peace sanctify you wholly and preserve your body, 

soul, and spirit faultless unto the day of Christ. Faithful is He who 

called you, who will also do it!” 

Why was Paul thus persuaded? Why did he have such confidence in 

the believers’ eternal security and salvation? The answer is that he 

had it because He knew God gave us His best, His Son to die on a cross 

in history!  That was the greatest gift. Therefore the abiding Holy Spirit 

will be forever with those who belong to God. That is the logic of this 

whole chapter and the last verses of Romans 8. God gave us His Son, 

his best, His most precious gift and He gave us His Spirit. And if God 

gave us His best He will give us all the other things necessary to be 

eternally secure in Christ.  

We are MORE than conquerors through Christ that loved us! Verse 37 

Lastly:  

-- If God did not spare His only begotten Son, the implication from this 

text is that He will not spare you too, and all the believers in Christ! 

Your life as a sacrifice (Romans 12:1,2) will have no saving (atoning 

merit) effect of course, but it will not be spared in the service to God. 

The life of the apostle Paul and the early church testified to this fact. 

The church will advance through suffering, "We are counted as sheep 
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for the slaughter...we are killed ALL day long.. (Verse 36)“ Jesus said: 

Everyone who wants to be my disciple must deny himself, take up the 

cross daily and follow Me (Luke 9:27). That means daily death to self 

and death to selfish and sinful desires! 

-- Jesus was like a sheep, slaughtered for our redemption. And so will  

His followers be like sheep among wolves and they will be persecuted 

and be mistreated and insulted for His glory. 

Jesus paid the highest price for our redemption. And so will His 

followers pay a price to experience His never ending glory. As one 

preacher said: Salvation is a free gift we must receive by faith, but to 

enter God’s eternal glory will cost us everything.  

But rejoice in the Lord disciple of Christ,  because nothing a Christian 

will experience, nothing that he/she has experienced and nothing 

he/she is experiencing will separate him/her from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus, because Jesus Christ is ever interceding for them at the 

right hand of omnipotent power in heaven! 

1) The love of God has been demonstrated through the life, death, 

resurrection, Ascension and intercession of Christ,  

2) the love of Christ through the Holy Spirit is being poured out into 

the hearts of those who have embraced the greatest gift:  Jesus Christ 

and for those who believe in God 

3) and nothing and no one will be able to separate the elect, God's 

people, from this love in Christ Jesus! 

God has conquered by the love and blood of Christ in history; 

God is conquering by the abiding Holy Spirit within us, and 

God will conquer because His love is invincible in Christ as He 

intercedes for believers! 
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2.18.   Five steps to spiritual progress and growth 

Romans 6:1-14 (NKJV) 

1) What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 

abound?  

2) Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?  
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3) Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into His death?  

4)Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into death, 

that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life.  

5) For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 

certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,  

6) Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, which the 

body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 

slaves of sin.  

7) For he who has died has been freed from sin.  

8) Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

Him, 

9) Knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no 

more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.  

10) For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life 

that He lives, He lives to God.  

11) Likewise, you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but 

alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

12) Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should 

obey it in its lusts.  

13) And do not present your members as instruments of 

unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive 

from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to 

God.  

14) For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under 

law but under grace. 

Introduction 
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This whole portion of Scripture deals with the whole reality that those 

who call themselves Christians should not be under the dominion 

(rule) of sin. Some people could conclude that though God saves his 

people by grace and because He saves His people freely (Romans 3:24-

28) some might think that we can now do what we want and sin like 

we want because then God's grace would just abound and multiply! 

Paul says this kind of thinking is ludicrous and dishonoring to God. 

"What shall we say then? Shall we continue to sin that grace may 

abound? God forbid! Certainly not!" Christ didn't save his people so 

that they would have a license to sin? On the contrary, Paul argues 

that now if you have been baptized into Christ (verse 3), in other 

words if you have been united to Christ by His Spirit if you have been 

born again, you have died to sin. To live under the dominion and 

slavery of your sinful passions should be an anomaly and irregularity 

for a believer in God. 

What follows here are five steps how to progress in your spiritual walk. 

The first step is actually our entrance into the kingdom of God, and 

the following four steps describe how progress is made while in the 

kingdom of God. Some Christians aren't growing in Christlikeness. 

Some are stagnant. Some are living in a backslidden state. Some are 

living in bondage to sin because they don't know the normal Christian 

life. Here follows what I have learned from Watchman Nee, a Christian 

writer in the 20th century who lived in China and died as a martyr after 

he suffered for 20 years in prison because of his faith in Christ. He 

wrote a book called "The Normal Christian life" which made a great 

impact in my life. 

Step 1 Knowing 

This term "knowing" is used as a synonym for faith. In the first five 

chapters of Romans, the truths have been unpacked that we are all 

sinners and therefore guilty before God. It was stated that none is 

righteous, that there is no one that is good. That we humans are all in 

need of getting justice from God. And then we saw that only by faith, 
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as a free gift given by God, we are made right with God through the 

righteousness and the atoning death of Christ Jesus. We can know 

these things theologically. The Devils know the facts of the 

redemption in Christ as well. But as Hebrews 11:1 says: "Faith is the 

assurance of things hoped for." To believe in the finished work of 

Christ is to "know that you know that you know" that Christ finished 

work applies to you personally. When Paul speaks of "knowing" in this 

passage, it means having an unwavering conviction that Christ indeed 

paid the highest price for me and rose again from the dead for my 

everlasting justification. No one comes into the kingdom of God 

without experiencing Romans verse 3. "Or do you not KNOW that you 

who have been baptized into Christ have been baptized into his 

death?" What does that mean? I don't believe this means water 

baptism. But baptism into the Holy Spirit. That is the entrance into 

God's salvation. But let's see how this happens. 

a) Knowing that God has dealt with all your sins at the cross. Romans 

3:24, says: “for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, 

being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His BLOOD, 

through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness... " 

Romans 5:9 “Much more then, having now been justified by His 

BLOOD, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” 

 

The blood of Jesus Christ has been spilled to forgive all believers' sins. 

Believers have been justified by the blood and righteousness of Christ. 

There is power in the blood of Christ! The blood of Jesus cleanses us 

from all our sins (1 John 1:7). "How much more will the blood of Christ 

who was offered through the eternal Spirit cleanse us from an evil 

conscience to serve the living God" (Hebrews 9:14). The entrance into 

the Christian life is to know that all your sins have been dealt with, 

forgiven by the blood of Jesus Christ when He died on the cross 2000 
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years ago on Golgotha. ALL your sins! All your sins before and after 

your conversion. If you doubt this fact, you won't grow and progress 

in your spiritual life. Jesus died the death you had to die! If we confess 

our sins, He is faithful to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). The blood of Jesus Christ dealt with all 

the sins of believers: present, past, and future. 

b) Knowing that God has dealt with sin (your old man; the sinful 

nature) at the cross 

(Verse 6) "Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him that 

the body of sin may be done away with."  

Not only did Jesus die for believers on the cross to cleanse them from 

all their sins, but believers' sin (sinful nature, the old man) was 

crucified with Him when Jesus died. When Jesus died, you died with 

him! When Jesus rose from the dead, you were raised with Him. Paul 

said this must be a conviction in your heart! In Galatians 2:20 Paul said: 

"I am crucified with Christ, I no longer live. The life I now live I live in 

faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me". I can 

explain this truth in this way: let's say you bought a new book, and you 

are traveling with this book across the world. In this book, there is a 

bookmark. Wherever you take the book, the bookmark goes with it, 

although the bookmark is not part of the book. So it is with Jesus. 

Whatever happened with Jesus happened to the believer in Christ. 

When Jesus died, all the believers died with Him. When Jesus rose 

from the dead, we rose with Him. When Jesus went to heaven, we 

went with Him. Jesus is seated now in heaven. The Bible says believers 

are seated with Him in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6). We have been 

united with Christ by faith, in his death and his resurrection and His 

life. When Jesus died on the cross our old man died with Him that is 

why we have a new identity. We are no longer people of wrath. We 

are not children of darkness and disobedience! We are now the 

children of God by faith! Believers are children of the light. Believers 

are heirs of God! Co-heirs with Christ. We are united to God by faith.  
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The first step to progress is therefore to KNOW that you have been 

baptized into the Spirit of God. It is to KNOW that all our sins are 

forgiven by the blood of Christ, and it is to KNOW that your sinful 

nature or old man has been crucified with Christ 2000 years ago. This 

knowledge only comes as we repent of our sins and receive Jesus 

Christ as Lord, Savior and Righteousness. 

Step 2 Reckoning 

Verse 11 says "reckon yourself dead indeed to sin and alive to God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord." Why does Paul say this? If the preceding truth 

is true that what happened to Christ happened to us and if it is true 

that Christ died to sin, we ought to die to sin as well. Sin is an 

irregularity, an anomaly an inconsistency in being a child of God! It 

should be! Because we as Christians think it is normal to sin, we can 

fall into the trap of becoming complacent with sin. We can become 

too familiar with it and not see it as our enemy. Sin is more dangerous 

than a black mamba or an unexploded hand grenade or bomb! Do you 

believe that? Sin is serious. Sin has devastating consequences. 

Paul said: reckon yourself dead to sin. In other words, count yourself 

dead. Jesus died to sin, and so did we. Jesus lives for God, and so do 

we. Let's say you have to count all your receipts at the of the end of 

the month to see if it corresponds to your Bank statements. You have 

to count them one by one, don’t you? If you don't count them all, you 

won't be able to discern if you made a mistake in your calculations or 

if fraud took place or not. So we have to do with sin. We have to go 

through them all and count ourselves dead to them! To reckon 

yourself dead to something is means you count the things that you are 

dead to. A Christian reckons or counts himself dead to idolatry, dead 

to pride, dead to blasphemy, dead to taking the name of the Lord in 

vain, dead to disrespecting older people and your parents, dead to 

murder, dead to adultery, dead to sexual sin, dead to lust, dead to 

greed, dead to gossip, dead to slander, dead to thefts, dead to lies, 

dead to pornography, dead to covetousness, dead to fornication etc, 
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etc. Are you doing this friend? Or do you count yourself alive to sin 

and dead to God? 

Why should a Christians do this? A Christians should do this because 

sinning should be an irregularity! What happened to Jesus happened 

to me! I am not the old Nico anymore! I have been baptized into the 

family of God. I have been born again! My citizenship is in heaven. Sin 

and sins are my enemies! I should not make friends with them!!! I 

should not hang around with sin!! If I give a foothold to Satan, he will 

take over my whole life! I will become enslaved to sin. Sin will have 

dominion over me if I don't kill it! As John Owen said: kill sin or it will 

kill you!! The second step to spiritual progress is to reckon yourself 

dead to sin and alive to God. Remember that God has saved you from 

your sins! You belong to God, not to this world or Satan or your old 

self. Your old self is your enemy! He has been crucified with Christ! 

Treat sin and your old self as enemies of God. 

Step 3 Presenting your bodies to God 

Verse 13 says: "We should not present our bodies (or yield our bodies 

or surrender our bodies) as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but 

present yourself to God and your members as instruments of 

righteousness to God."  

The third step to spiritual progress is surrendering your bodies and the 

parts of your bodies continually to God. First, surrender yourself. Your 

heart! Yes nobody gets saved unless he surrendered his life to Christ. 

If Jesus is not Lord of your life, then you are not saved. But as we walk 

with God in this life, we seem to forget what we did many years ago. 

To keep growing, to keep progressing in your walk with God, you need 

to keep surrendering to God. Your body can be used for evil or good. 

Think of a toolbox. In a toolbox, the man of a family has different 

instruments. He has nails, hammers, prestik, pliers and many more 

things. All of those tools can be used to fix things; it can be used for 

something good and useful or it can be used to break down and 
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destroy and for evil purposes. God has given us hands, and feet and 

eyes and ears and fingers and brains and mouths and so on. We can 

surrender these things unto God for good and right purposes or we 

can use it for evil. We can use our mouths to gossip and slander or to 

praise God and to witness for Him or to edify and encourage other 

people. We can use our hands to steal and break down, or we can use 

them to wash dishes and clean houses and make motorcars or 

computers! We can use our feet to go to pubs and bars and to go to 

places where God does not want us to go, or we can use our feet to 

proclaim the gospel and to love our neighbors and visit the sick and 

suffering. And so we can go on and on. My friend, have you given your 

members, your body parts, one for one for righteousness? For Gods 

glory? Romans 12:1,2 also says: "By the mercies of God present your 

bodies as a holy and living sacrifice unto God, that is your spiritual 

worship."  

We won't progress in our spiritual walk unless we surrender our lives 

continually unto God and our members as instruments of 

righteousness unto God! We don't belong to ourselves; we were 

bought with a price! By the precious blood of Christ! 

Step 4 Life in the Holy Spirit 

All we need in the Christian life for salvation and godliness is to be 

found in the Holy Spirit. Romans 6:4 says: "Therefore we were buried 

with Him through baptism into death that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father we should walk in newness 

of life."  

And Romans 6:11 says that we should reckon ourselves alive unto God 

IN Christ Jesus. 

What is this newness of life? Jesus was raised by the Holy Spirit 

(Romans 8:9,10) and so do we live by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 

called the Spirit of Christ. Romans 8:1,2 says: "There is no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
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the flesh but the spirit, for the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

has set us free from the law of so and death."  

My friend He who saves us from the slavery of sin is the abiding Holy 

Spirit. It is the power and presence of Christ and the Holy Spirit that 

sets us free from the dominions and bondage of sin. Our lives are 

hidden in Christ if we are believers. The law of the Holy Spirit is the 

presence of the Holy Spirit. Everything we need in our spiritual life is 

to be found in the Spirit of Christ. Do you need wisdom? Christ is your 

wisdom in the Spirit. Do you need knowledge? Jesus is your 

knowledge. Do you need purity? Jesus is your purity and sanctification. 

Do you need the power to overcome sin? Jesus is your power by the 

power of the Spirit. Do you need humility? The fruit of the Spirit is 

humility! Do you need joy? Jesus is your joy! God made Christ unto us, 

wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption (1 Corinthians 

1:30,31). Let him who boasts boast in God! My friend to grow in the 

Spirit is always to receive from God and to rest in Christ Jesus! We 

don't progress through the works and efforts of the flesh or the works 

of the law, but by drinking from the streams of God's abundance. In 

the Gospel of John it is written: “On the last day, that great day of the 

feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him 

come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has 

said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke 

concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for 

the Holy Spirit was not yet given because Jesus was not yet 

glorified”(John 93-73:7  VJKN ). 

Step 5 Dying with Christ (Taking up your cross) 

And lastly, we go back to Romans 6:5; 6:8. "For if we have been united 

together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 

likeness of His resurrection." 

"Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

Him." 
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Now if we look at verse five, we see that it says: IF we have been 

united with him in his death, we shall we in his resurrection". 

Question: What is the likeness of His resurrection? Answer: It is to 

receive a glorified, incorruptible body isn't it? Well, we're not getting 

that unless we have died with Him, meaning there is a practical dying 

with Jesus every day that has to take place before we can receive that 

body! Paul said in Romans 8:36, "we die every day, we are counted as 

sheep to be slaughtered." Jesus said if we want to be His disciples, we 

have to deny ourselves, take up the crosses and follow Him. He who 

wants to save his life shall lose it, and he who loses it for His sake shall 

save it" (Matthew 16:24,25). Friend are you dying with Jesus every 

day? Are you prepared to suffer for Him? Are you suffering for His 

Name? Are you dying to your own plans and own dreams and own 

ambitions and what people might think of you if you make a stand for 

Christ?  

You won't progress spiritually, you won't see heaven, you shall not live 

with Christ unless you died with Him. You will not receive a glorified 

body unless you have been planted into the likeness of His death! Let's 

not deceive ourselves! Let's not play church anymore, but go outside 

the city and bear his reproach! Jesus was not ashamed to die for us 

and be humiliated and spat upon. Jesus was not ashamed to be 

tortured for the glory of God! Let's not be ashamed of Him and for 

what is right and good and just! Blessed will we be if we are insulted 

for Christ's sake if we suffer persecution for righteousness sake!! 

(Matthew 5:11-12). 

Conclusion: 

Our text says that sin will not have dominion over us because we are 

not under the law but under grace. My friend the grace of God makes 

us victorious over sin. Christ has come to set us free from our sins. To 

grow and progress as believers in Christ we need to remember these 

truths. We have to cooperate with the Spirit as Christians otherwise 

we will backslide and sin will have dominion over us! 
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First, we must know that by repentance and faith in Christ alone we 

have been baptized into the Spirit. We must know that Jesus' blood 

paid for all our sins. We must know that our old man died with Jesus. 

We are new people with a new identity. What happened to Jesus 

happened to us who believe. Where Jesus is now, we are! We are 

seated in heavenly places! 

Secondly, we must reckon ourselves to be dead unto sin and alive to 

God. Sin is not our friend! Make war with your flesh and with specific 

sins that you struggle with! 

Thirdly, we should present our lives and bodies as instruments of 

righteousness unto God every day. We belong to God. We are His 

workmanship. 

Fourthly, we should remember that we live in the Spirit. We have been 

baptized into the Spirit, and we keep on progressing by drawing 

strength from the Spirit. He is our life and all our blessing. He is our 

Treasure and Safety and Security. 

And fifthly, we progress spiritually by denying ourselves and dying 

with Jesus everyday from our own selfish desires and sinful desires.  

These steps can be summarized by faith, ongoing repentance and 

obedience to God!  

We progress spiritually by fixing our eyes on Jesus the Author and 

Finisher of our faith! Amen 
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A Biblical Confession of Faith 

 

 We believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

uncreated and eternal who created everything seen and unseen, 

the heavens and the earth. 

trustworthy in all it affirms in its original languages (The 66 

books as compiled by Athanasius in 367 AD). 
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to make one wise 

unto salvation and righteous living and the final authority on all 

Christian doctrine and living (2 Timothy 3:15,16). 

Omnipresent, Eternal, Immutable, Holy, Loving, Merciful, Slow 

to Anger, Just, Gracious, Truthful, Good and Unchangeable in all 

His Divine Perfections (James 1:17). 

 a man in the Person of Jesus 

Christ (The God- man). We believe in the two Natures of Christ. 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, that He lived a sinless life, obtained, exhibited 

and fulfilled righteousness, that He did mighty miracles, that He 

died for the sins of the world, His substitutionary death on the 

cross. 

and that He ascended into Heaven and Intercedes for the 

believers and acts as High Priest and Mediator between God and 

man. 

Head of the Church and that 

He will come back to earth in bodily form one day to Judge the 

Living and the Dead. (All people from all the ages.) 

salvation is received by grace through a true 

faith in the Person and atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the 

cross alone. God saves people not because of foreseen faith, 

apparent goodness or any quality that may be in a person, but 

because of His sovereign electing grace. 

God, Biblical repentance, and acknowledgment of one’s sins 

toward God. 
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 saving faith always produces good fruit 

(love, joy, peace, goodness, kindness, long-suffering, faithfulness, 

humility, and self- control) and good works. 

that all believers have received the Gift and 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit and that it is every believer’s privilege 

and obligation to exercise the gifts of the Holy Spirit and to be 

continually filled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that God has given His church the Cultural Mandate 

to rule and reign over this earth as His representatives and to 

fulfill His Great Commission by evangelizing and discipling all 

ethnic groups on earth. 

judgment that every person who has 

ever lived will either live in Hell eternally where he/she will be 

punished or in Heaven where he/she will be eternally with God 

and all the saints and angels in eternal joy and glory. 
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